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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING

OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

CITY COMMISSION CHAMBERS, CITY HALL

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2009 3:30 P.M.

The Planning Commission of the City of Leesburg held its regular meeting Thursday, October 22, 2009, in the Commission Chambers at City Hall.  Chairman Roland Stults called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m.  The follow​ing Commission members were present:

Roland Stults

Clell Coleman
Jo Ann Heim

Agnes Berry
City staff present included Bill Wiley, Director; Mike Miller, Planner; Amber Demott, Administrative Assistant II; and Fred Morrison, City Attorney. 

1. PUBLIC HEARING CASE – CASE # 038-6-092409 – RAMBO STREET – VACATE

         REQUEST FOR A RECOMMENDATION TO THE CITY COMMISSION TO VACATE APPROXIMATELY 1.139 +/- ACRES OF RAMBO STREET IN A CITY P (PUBLIC) ZONING DISTRICT TO INCORPORATE THE PROPERTY INTO THE LEESBURG REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER - MAIN HOSPITAL CAMPUS AND PROHIBIT LOCAL THROUGH TRAFFIC FOR A PROPERTY GENERALLY LOCATED NORTH OF DIXIE AVENUE, SOUTH OF PINE STREET AND EAST OF CHILDS STREET AS LEGALLY DESCRIBED. SEC. 25, TWP. 19S, RGE. 24E. (CITY COMMISSION DATES - 1st READING ON DECEMBER 21, 2009 AND A 2ND READING ON JANUARY 11, 2010)

Bill Wiley, entered the exhibits into the record, which in​cluded the application, warranty deed, staff summary, departmental review summary, LSMPO comments, staff recommendations, conclusions and recommendations traffic study, general location map, aerial photo, land use and zoning maps, wetlands and flood zone map, CRA map, traditional overlay map; property photos and conceptual site plan.  
Mike Miller, Planner, presented the overhead visuals including the general location map, aerial map, future land use, surrounding zoning and land uses, wetlands & flood zones, CRA map, traditional overlay, surrounding property photos and the conceptual site plan.

Bill Wiley reviewed the Department and Public comments received:

All comments that deal with utilities will be addressed.  Those were the only substantive comments received that deal with the vacation.

An email is included referencing comments on the Traffic Analysis from the MPO.  It states that it is clear that the volumes of all roads surrounding Rambo Street are pretty low.  The MPO recommends that the city feel free to close Rambo Street, it would be in the city’s best interest.

Bill Wiley stated the staff’s recommendation as follows:

· The vacation of Rambo Street is needed to enable Leesburg Regional Medical Center to incorporate the property into its main hospital campus for future development of a cancer treatment center just west of Rambo Street. 

· The hospital intends to transport patients to and from the new development to the main hospital campus.  Transporting patients across a public city street would endanger the lives of both patients and hospital staff and be a liability to the Central Florida Health Alliance.  

· The vacation of Rambo Street will facilitate the expansion of Leesburg Regional Medical Center and its services, allowing for greater services to the general public.

· Residents of the community, members of the Leesburg Community Development Corporation and members of Central Florida Health Alliance have met to discuss the intentions of the hospital.  As reported, the meetings have been cordial with the understanding that the Central Florida Health Alliance will continue have an open dialogue with members of the community, the Leesburg C.D.C. and the City of Leesburg with regards to the future development of the cancer center.

· Staff recommends approval.

Phillip Braun, Vice President Counsel for LRMC – speaking on the case.  The hospital does own property on both sides of Rambo Street.  We feel that the cancer center is an important part of providing care to our community and that is the reason for needing to close the road.  Several meetings have been conducted with the CDC and some of the conclusions that we came to were parking solutions along Pine Street.  We are going to give up a portion of our property to make parallel parking along the southern side of pine to help with the lack of parking along that road way.  Also, the current parking facility has access to Pine Street.  When the alterations are being made, we will close access to Pine Street to help with the current traffic issues.  We are willing to conduct a traffic study on Pine Street if needed.

Jo Ann asked him to repeat the information regarding the part referencing Pine Street parking.

Mr. Braun went into further detail about the parking issues on Pine Street.

Commissioner Clell Coleman made a motion to APPROVE case #s 038-6-092409 – RAMBO STREET – VACATE Jo Ann Heim SECONDED the motion which, PASSED by a voice vote of 4 to 0.
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