CITY OF LEESBURG PLANNING & ZONING DIVISION

HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD STAFF REPORT

OWNER:  


Gary Hagen
APPLICANT:

God Café - Gary Hagen
REQUEST:


Sidewalk Café – Street Furniture
ADDRESS:


300 W. Main Street
MEETING DATE:
May 26, 2010
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REQUEST:
The applicant has requested approval from the Historic Preservation Board for design of street furniture for a sidewalk café. (See attached application):

THE PLANNING & ZONING DIVISION RECOMMENDS:
APPROVAL of the above request for the following reason(s):

The proposed design for the requested street furniture for the new sidewalk café complies with the intent of Historic District Design Guidelines for historic character and materials. It is also consistent with the downtown redevelopment plan approved by the City Commission and Greater Leesburg Community Redevelopment Agency.
Setting
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Setting is the relationship of a historic building to adjacent buildings and the surrounding site and environment. The setting of a historic building includes such important features as parks, gardens, streetlights, signs, benches, walkways, streets, alleys, and building set‑backs. The landscape features around a building are often important aspects of its character and the district in which it is located. Such historic features as gardens, walls, fencing, fountains, pools, paths, lighting and benches should be retained during the course of rehabilitation. 

Historic landscape features visually link individual buildings to each other and should be retained. Chain link and hurricane fences have been added to many historic properties during the last forty years. Although there is no requirement to remove this type of fencing, it is inappropriate and should not be installed in the future. It is recommended that existing metal fences be screened with shrubbery or plants.  

Applicable Standards: 2 and 9
2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided.
9. New additions, exterior alterations or related new construction shall not destroy historic materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment.
Setting is the relationship of a historic building to adjacent buildings and the surrounding site and environment. The setting of a historic building includes such important features as parks, gardens, street lights, signs, benches, walkways, streets, alleys, and building set-backs. The landscape features around a building are often important aspects of its character and the district in which it is located. Such historic features as gardens, walls, fencing, fountains, pools, paths, lighting and benches should be retained during the course of rehabilitation. 

Recommendations:
1. Retain distinctive features such as size, scale, mass, color, and materials of buildings, including roofs, porches, and stairways, that distinguish a district.

2. Retain landscape features such as parks, gardens, street lights, signs, benches, walkways, streets, alleys, and setbacks that have traditionally linked buildings to their environment.

Avoid:
1. New construction that is incompatible with the district because of its size, scale, and materials.

2. Destroying the relationship between buildings and their setting by widening historic streets, changing paving material, or introducing inappropriately located new streets and parking lots that are incompatible with the character of the neighborhood. 

3. Signs, street lighting, benches, new plant materials, fencing, walkways, and paving materials, such as asphalt and pebble, that are out of scale or are inappropriate to the neighborhood.

4. Changes to the appearance of a building site such as removing historic plants, trees, fencing, walkways, outbuildings, and other features before evaluating their importance.

 


Conceptual Style of Street Furniture
                    Exhibit A
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� Applicable Standards: 2 and 9
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