
Leesburg (FL) Public Library 
Books for Babies Program Narrative 

Leesburg is a city with a population of 20,506 located in Central Florida.  The Leesburg Public Library is located in downtown Leesburg with almost 16,000 registered borrowers and an annual attendance of approximately 250,000. The Library’s Youth Services department conducts weekly story times and craft activities for pre-K children, including a separate infant /toddler story time for children aged 6 months to 3 years.  The Library seeks to participate in the ALTAFF Books for Babies program as a means to attract new families to the library, improve access to books, and promote the importance of reading to babies.   

The Library will partner with the Leesburg Community Health Center to distribute a Books for Babies kit to the caregiver(s) of each new baby served by the health center.  The Leesburg Community Health Center is located one block (300 feet) from the Library and provides affordable family, pediatric and women’s health care.   Each kit will contain a board book, Baby’s First Library Card, a bib with the Books for Babies logo, brochures & booklets with reading tips, information about the library including the schedule of youth services programs, and a coupon to redeem a prize from the Library. Since the application will be coded, it will be possible to match the number of new library cards directly to the kit.  Similarly, the incentive coupon will allow library staff to measure the kit’s effectiveness in attracting potential library users.  

The proximity of the Library to the clinic will give library staff the ability to ensure that the kits are being distributed by the clinic as intended, and the partnership with the clinic will be a foundation upon which to build a broader network of library services for neighborhood families and children.  Through dialogue with clinic staff, the kits can be expanded as additional services are identified that are appropriate to the needs of the populations served, with particular emphasis on early reading development. 

Flyers promoting the program will also be available in the clinic’s waiting room, as well as laminated posters.  

The funds to purchase the Books for Babies kits are provided by the Friends of the Leesburg Library. Sustainability of the program, if effective, will be accomplished by additional funding of the Friends of the Leesburg Library.

