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MINUTES OF THE CITY COMMISSION MEETING

MONDAY, JANUARY 23, 2012

The City of Leesburg Commission held a regular meeting Monday, January 23, 2012, in the Commission Chambers at City Hall. Mayor Henderson called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. with the following members present:

Commissioner John Christian

Commissioner David Knowles

Commissioner Bill Polk

Commissioner Lewis Puckett

Mayor Sanna Henderson

Also present were City Manager (CM) Jay Evans, City Clerk (CC) Betty Richardson, City Attorney (CA) Fred Morrison, the news media, and others.

Finance Director Jerry Boop gave the Invocation at the Carver Heights/Montclair Area CRA followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.
PROCLAMATIONS:

Commissioner Polk read a Proclamation recognizing Dianne and Martin Boyd for their efforts to improve the Leesburg Boat Club and presented the Proclamation to Dianne and Martin Boyd.
PRESENTATIONS:  

Service Awards:

Information Technology Director Carter recognized Jason Keen for ten year in the IT Department.
Deputy City Manager recognized Charles Weller for ten years at the Airport.

City Manager Evans recognized Bill Wiley for ten years in Community Development.

Mike Franklin, Fire Battalion Chief, recognized Frank Demino for twenty-five years in the Fire Department.

Lake County Celebration of Nations - Leesburg Olympics presentation by Patricia Lee, Event Co-Founder, Tee Foundation, Inc.






Patricia Lee, Tee Foundation Event Co-Founder, provided information regarding a proposed new project in memory of Martin Luther King’s death. Although she stated she was just beginning the process with the City, she wanted the Commission to know about the proposed project.   This is a family event and has the potential to be as large as Bikefest.  She said she has reserved Venetian Gardens for the event.  This will be an all-nations event with the flags of the various nations, along with food from each country.  
Ms. Lee advised there will be an educational component, athletic events, and will be a cultural rainbow.  She requested support from the City of Leesburg.  The event will be March 31, 2012.
Mayor Henderson asked Ms. Lee get a Special Event application and talk with the City Manager regarding this event.
Florida Energy Aerospace Technology Park Report by Jerry Bond, Project Manager 











Mayor Henderson questioned the use of the old Tractor Building at the Airport and whether it would be a short term use. Mr. Bond stated the City is looking at numerous options with the building, the hangars, and acreage to establish the highest and best use, including Lake Tech and a welding center in that building that would focus on aviation.
Mr. Bond included information of interest in the aeronautical academy proposed for Leesburg High School as well as help to create an “academy in a box” that would provide the information needed to prepare for becoming a pilot. In addition, Mr. Bond advised there is an airplane through Sun N Fun and the EAA available and the opportunity for restoration of an older plane that could be used. Once restored, the airplane would be raffled off. 

Commissioner Christian stated this project was to involve the Power Academy and now, the discussion is about aviation and restoring a plane.

City Manager Evans advised the information is being presented the Commission as it comes to the City.  However, it is not all put together yet. Staff is still working on gathering all the information. The Power Academy will happen first as it is closest to moving forward.  The Aviation Academy is something to work towards to possibly expand these programs.
Commissioner Polk stated his concern is the City is jumping around without one direction to move forward. He also stated Leesburg has to look at what will bring money back into Leesburg.

CM Evans discussed the workshop that addressed what a City needs to bring in: economic development and workforce development. Having a skilled labor pool is one of the key components, as well as building partnerships. This is what the City is doing; working on all the components at one time, which is a huge task, but important to enable the City to not miss out on an opportunity. At the same time, staff is trying to get interest in Leesburg through these types of programs that will make Leesburg different than other communities who have not been working on these components these companies need.
Commissioner Polk stated he would like to see accomplishments and confirmation from the School Board that the Power Academy will happen. 

Commissioner Christian stated the Power Academy is in the budget and the aviation item is not in the budget. He added a partnership is more than just support; it is also buy-in and financial help.

Mayor Henderson stated the City still wants to give Leesburg Students opportunities that they may not have.

CM Evans stated, as discussed before, with this training Leesburg students will be going to other places.   At some point, a labor pool will exist here where there is the talent for a company. If the talent is never in Leesburg, there will not be interest. Starting with these programs and getting these skills here may give students a reason to come back to Leesburg.
Commissioner Polk stated he is not interested in spending time on a plane when the time should be spent on the kids to train them. Let’s focus on the project at hand.

Mr. Bond stated the reason he brought this forward at this time is that the EAA wants to partner with Leesburg. He added he was talking to a good number of people about Leesburg.  The airplane project is more about a partnership with EAA and Sun N Fun that could be helpful in relocating applicable businesses to Leesburg as a result. 

Commissioner Polk stated the City wanted to invest in training the kids.

Commissioner Knowles stated this project could be used with the kids, similar to Future Farmers of America that helped students use skills.

Commissioner Polk stated there are places in Leesburg that have planes and builds planes.

Commissioner Knowles stated that someone in Lakeland thinks Leesburg is worth working with in regard to the plane restoration.

Mayor Henderson agreed that the City needs people looking at Leesburg.

CONSENT AGENDA:

The minutes for the meeting held January 9, 2012 and the organizational meeting held January 3, 2012 were not presented to the Commission and were pulled from the Consent Agenda.
PURCHASING ITEMS:  None

      RESOLUTION 8980
Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute Change of Authorized Signatories on All Bank Accounts at SunTrust Bank; and providing an effective date.

RESOLUTION 8981
Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute First Amendment to Amended and Restated Memorandum of Agreement Relating to Revised Milestones for Coquina Coast Project; and providing an effective date.

OTHER ITEMS:  None

Commissioner Puckett moved to approve the Consent Agenda with the exception of the minutes and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.  The roll call vote was:



Commissioner Polk


Yea



Commissioner Puckett

Yea




Commissioner Christian

Yea




Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Mayor Henderson


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission approved the Consent Agenda except for the minutes.
PUBLIC HEARINGS AND NON-ROUTINE ITEMS:

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 12-07 AMENDING THE FISCAL YEAR 2011-12 BUDGET FOR THIRTEEN FUNDS FOR CARRYOVERS FROM FISCAL YEAR 2010-11











CM Evans read the ordinance by title only, as follows:
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE FISCAL YEAR 2011-12 BUDGET FOR THE GENERAL, STORMWATER, GREATER LEESBURG CRA, CARVER HEIGHTS CRA, HWY 441/27 CRA, CAPITAL PROJECTS, ELECTRIC, GAS, WATER, WASTEWATER, COMMUNICATIONS, DISCRETIONARY SALES TAX, AND RECREATION IMPACT FEES FUNDS FOR THE CARRYOVERS FROM FISCAL YEAR 2010-11; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Commissioner Christian moved to approve the Ordinance and Commissioner Polk seconded the minutes. 
Mayor Henderson entertained Commission and Public comments and there were none. 
The roll call vote was




Commissioner
Puckett

Yea



Commissioner
Christian
Yea




Commissioner
Knowles
Yea




Commissioner
Polk

Yea




Mayor Henderson

Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission approved 
ADOPTED ORDINANCE 12-08 AMENDING THE FISCAL YEAR 2011-12 BUDGET FOR THE GENERAL, GREATER LEESBURG CRA, AND CAPITAL PROJECTS FUNDS FOR THE FIRST QUARTER.





CM Evans read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE FISCAL YEAR 2011-12 BUDGET FOR THE GENERAL, GREATER LEESBURG 
CRA, AND CAPITAL PROJECTS FUNDS FOR THE FIRST QUARTER; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Commissioner Puckett moved to approve the Ordinance and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.  

Mayor Henderson entertained Commission and Public comments, there were none. 
The roll call vote was:



Commissioner
Christian
Yea



Commissioner
Knowles
Yea




Commissioner
Polk

Yea




Commissioner
Puckett

Yea




Mayor Henderson

Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission approved 

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 12-09  ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM JIM SMITH, JR. AND ROCHELLE SMITH AT 1010 GEORGIA AVENUE


CM Evans read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An Ordinance of the city of leesburg, florida, accepting a Utility Easement from Jim smith, jr. and rochelle smith as grantors, to the city of leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located at 1010 georgia avenue, Leesburg, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date. 

Commissioner Christian moved to approve the Ordinance and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.  

Mayor Henderson entertained Commission and Public comments, there were none.
The roll call vote was:



Commissioner
Knowles
Yea



Commissioner
Polk

Yea




Commissioner
Puckett

Yea




Commissioner
Christian
Yea




Mayor Henderson

Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance. 

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 12-10 ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM EDDIE MAE HILL PERTAINING TO LAND LOCATED AT 2120 ALABAMA AVENUE LEESBURG









CM Evans read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An Ordinance of the city of leesburg, florida, accepting a Utility Easement from EDDIE MAE HILL, as grantor, to the city of leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located at 2120 ALABAMA AVENUE, Leesburg, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date. 

Commissioner Polk moved to approve the Ordinance and Commissioner Christian seconded the motion.

Mayor Henderson entertained Commission and Public comments, there were none. 
The roll call vote was:



Commissioner
Polk

Yea



Commissioner
Puckett

Yea




Commissioner
Christian
Yea




Commissioner
Knowles
Yea




Mayor Henderson

Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.
ADOPTED ORDINANCE 12-11 ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM LEON BLAKE AND MAUD A. BLAKE PERTAINING TO LAND LOCATED AT 1009 STINSON STREET









CM Evans read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An Ordinance of the city of leesburg, florida, accepting a Utility Easement from Leon BLake and Maud A. Blake as grantors, to the city of leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located at 1009 Stinson Street, Leesburg, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date. 

Commissioner Christian moved to approve the Ordinance and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.  

Mayor Henderson entertained Commission and Public comments, there were none. 
The roll call vote was:



Commissioner
Puckett

Yea



Commissioner
Christian
Yea




Commissioner
Knowles
Yea




Commissioner
Polk

Yea




Mayor Henderson

Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.
ADOPTED ORDINANCE 12-12 ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM BETTY ANN OSTANE PERTAINING TO LAND LOCATED AT 2329 HARLEM AVENUE











CM Evans read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

 An Ordinance of the city of leesburg, florida, accepting a Utility Easement from Betty ann Ostane as grantor, to the city of leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located at 2329 Harlem Avenue, Leesburg, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date. 

Commissioner Christian moved to approve the Ordinance and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.  

Mayor Henderson entertained Commission and Public comments, there were none. 
The roll call vote was




Commissioner
Christian
Yea



Commissioner
Knowles
Yea




Commissioner
Polk

Yea




Commissioner
Puckett

Yea




Mayor Henderson

Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.
ADOPTED ORDINANCE 12-13 ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM RICHARD AND BELDA MITCHEM PERTAINING TO LAND LOCATED AT 2200 MISPAH AVENUE









CM Evans read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

 An Ordinance of the city of leesburg, florida, accepting a Utility Easement from Richard and belda mitchem as grantors, to the city of leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located at 2200 mispah avenue, Leesburg, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date. 

Commissioner Polk moved to approve the Ordinance and Commissioner Christian seconded the motion.  

Mayor Henderson entertained Commission and Public comments, there were none. 
The roll call vote was




Commissioner
Knowles
Yea



Commissioner
Polk

Yea




Commissioner
Puckett

Yea

Commissioner
Christian
Yea




Mayor Henderson

Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission approved 

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 12-14  ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM PRESHETTA CHAPPELL AND TERREL DAVIS PERTAINING TO LAND LOCATED AT 812 TALLADEGA STREET






CM Evans read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

 An Ordinance of the city of leesburg, florida, accepting a Utility Easement from Preshetta Chappell and Terrel Davis as grantors, to the city of leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located at 812 Talladega Street, Leesburg, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date. 

Commissioner Christian moved to approve the Ordinance and Commissioner Polk

seconded the motion.  

Mayor Henderson entertained Commission and Public comments, there were none. 
The roll call vote was:



Commissioner
Polk

Yea



Commissioner
Puckett

Yea




Commissioner
Christian
Yea




Commissioner
Knowles
Yea




Mayor Henderson

Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission approved the ordinance.
ADOPTED ORDINANCE 12-15  ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM BETTY L. JOHNSON PALMER- 2200 WAITMAN AVENUE




CM Evans read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

 An Ordinance of the city of leesburg, florida, accepting a Utility Easement from Betty L. Johnson palmer as grantor, to the city of leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located at 2200 Waitman avenue, Leesburg, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date. 

Commissioner Christian moved to approve the Ordinance and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.  

Mayor Henderson entertained Commission and Public comments, there were none. 
The roll call vote was




Commissioner
Puckett

Yea



Commissioner
Christian
Yea




Commissioner
Knowles
Yea




Commissioner
Polk

Yea




Mayor Henderson

Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.
ADOPTED ORDINANCE 12-16  ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM IDA MAE ROLLE -2304 WAITMAN AVENUE






CM Evans read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An Ordinance of the city of leesburg, florida, accepting a Utility Easement from Ida Mae Rolle as grantor, to the city of leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located at 2304 waitman avenue, Leesburg, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date. 

Commissioner Christian moved to approve the Ordinance  and Commissioner Polk 
seconded the motion.  

Mayor Henderson entertained Commission and Public comments, there were none. 
The roll call vote was:



Commissioner
Christian
Yea



Commissioner
Knowles
Yea




Commissioner
Polk

Yea




Commissioner
Puckett

Yea




Mayor Henderson

Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.
FIRST READING OF AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM HL SILBERNAGEL, LLC-SHELFER STREET (VILLAGE GREEN CONDOMINIUM).










Commissioner Christian introduced the ordinance and CM Evans read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

Ordinance of the city of leesburg, florida, accepting a Utility Easement from HL SILBERNAGEL, LLC,  as grantor, to the city of leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located IN SECTION 23, TOWNSHIP 19 SOUTH, RANGE 24 EAST, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA; and providing an effective date. 

Mayor Henderson requested discussion.   There was none.

APPROVED PURCHASE REQUEST 44341 FOR THE PURCHASE OF A NEW VOICE OVER INTERNET PROTOCOL (VOIP) TELEPHONE SYSTEM FROM VEYTEC, INC. FOR A TOTAL OF $255,053.25.






Commissioner Puckett moved to approve the purchase of a new VOIP telephone system and Commissioner Puckett seconded the motion.
Information Technology Director (ITD) Stan Carter advised the current telephone system is at least ten years old and is no longer manufactured.  Only used parts are available. 

Voice Over Internet Protocol is the type of equipment that businesses and government are moving to because of the flexibility. This gives us additional functionality and capabilities for roaming of phones, additional functionality with the Smart Grid project, Call Center for Customer Service, rerouting of calls.  In approximately 18 months to two years, SIP trunking will be used.  The phone lines that come into the City now are very costly.  This system will manage the trunks and allow staff to do away with some of the trunks, which will reduce prices without reducing functionality.   Eventually, it will allow the City to choose the vendor for those telephone trunk lines and bring them in across the internet connections to furnish the telephone system.  
Mayor Henderson requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Christian

Yea




Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Commissioner Polk


Yea




Commissioner Puckett

Yea




Mayor Henderson


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission approved Purchase Request 44341 to purchase the VIOP telephone system.

APPROVED PURCHASE OF EIGHT REPLACEMENT VEHICLES FROM THE LISTED VENDORS TO INCLUDE - 3 EACH 1 \'BD TON HD TRUCKS (DON REID FORD), 2 EACH 3/4 TON TRUCKS (MULLINAX FORD), 2 EACH 1/2 TON TRUCKS (DON REID FORD) AND 1 EACH CARGO VAN (DON REID FORD) AT A TOTAL COST OF $235,532.00.






Commissioner Puckett moved to approve the purchase of eight replacement vehicles from the listed vendors and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.
Commissioner Christian asked questions regarding current trucks 496, 497, and 493.  The vehicles have low mileage and asked why the City would replace them.

Deputy Director of Public Works (DDPW) Feagle stated in reference to Truck No. 493, it is an eleven year old, low mileage van, which has a “Thumper” used for underground electric.   The vehicle is not used very often, but it is an emergency piece of equipment the must be available to identify a bad location underground line. This vehicle is no longer dependable. Staff continues to have problems with it which delays power being restored. Staff investigated where it could be transferred, but it is a unique piece of equipment.  The equipment will be transferred to the new van.   Vehicles 496 and 497 will be transferred; one to Meter Readers and the other to Fleet.   
Mayor Henderson requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.
The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Commissioner Polk


Yea




Commissioner Puckett

Yea




Commissioner Christian

Yea




Mayor Henderson


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission approved purchase of eight replacement vehicles.
APPROVED PURCHASE OF ELEVEN FY 2012 REPLACEMENT POLICE VEHICLES FROM MAROONE DODGE OF PEMBROKE PINES USING THE FLORIDA SHERIFFS ASSOCIATION VEHICLE CONTRACT AT A TOTAL COST OF $230,384.00.









Commissioner Puckett moved to approve the purchase of eleven 2012 replacement Police vehicles and Commissioner Christian seconded the motion.
Commissioner Puckett said the last time the City bought the Crown Vic’s, he was opposed to the purchase because they were antiquated at the time.  He was told the City had parts inventory and staff knew how to maintain the vehicles.  He said other Police agencies and Sherriff’s departments he talked to about the vehicles liked the Dodge better.  Now we are going to purchase Dodges and the City still will have to have two different kinds of parts.  

CM Evans advised that was the first year roll out of that new model.  That was one of the concerns that the first year rollout there will be problems and the City did not want to be on the “bleeding edge.”   The old vehicles are no longer available, so the City will have two sets of parts.  
Commissioner Puckett stated Leesburg is not a pursuit entity such as the Highway Patrol or the Sherriff’s Department, so Leesburg does not really need high powered vehicles.  DDPW Feagle stated a pursuit vehicle is a vehicle that is built tougher.  It does not necessarily mean staff will chase someone.  This vehicle has a heaver rear-end, little stronger motor, heavier suspension, more dependable over all, not just in pursuit.

DDPW Feagle advised with accessories applied of $3,368.50, and decals of $250.00, the total vehicle cost is $24,612.  This does not include the camera, computer, and radio.
Commissioner Polk requested the total cost of a vehicle be provided at the next meeting.

Mayor Henderson requested comments from the Commissioners and the public.  There were no further comments.

The roll call was:




Commissioner Polk


Yea




Commissioner Puckett

Yea




Commissioner Christian

Yea




Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Mayor Henderson


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission approved purchase of eleven of replacement Police vehicles.

APPROVED RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE CHARTER REVIEW COMMITTEE PERTAINING TO CHANGES TO THE CITY OF LEESBURG CHARTER











Mayor Henderson recognized members of the Charter Review Committee who attended the meeting; Steve Sewell, Don Lukich, James Argento, Commissioner Polk and Mayor Henderson.
Commissioner Christian commended the Committee for their hard work and effort they put into going through the Charter and making these recommendations.  He stated his only concern is Section 8 - the inclusion of term limits. He said he does not think the Commission should take away the vote from the citizens of Leesburg.  If the voters want a Commissioner to stay in office for fifty years, it should be up to them.  When he was elected, he ran against an incumbent who had been a Commissioner for twenty-one years.  Because of his efforts of being a “grassroot” person working in the community, he was able to win the election.  Eight years may not be enough time to complete projects, such as the FEAT Park, Smart Grid, the CR 470 property, and other projects.  He stated he does not feel an eight-year Commissioner will be up to speed unless they have been attending the Commission meetings and keeping themselves advised of the projects.   He said in Orange County, there are term limits and he noticed that in certain seats, the transition has not a smooth transition.  Some seats sit with no real movement within the City.    He said he is opposed to the City Commission telling the people of Leesburg that in eight years, they will be forced to pick someone new who may not have any knowledge of what has transpired the first eight years.   That should be the will of the people to make that decision, not by the Commission.  Commissioner Christian said he lives in America, a democracy, and should be voted out, not termed out.    When Everett Kelly was termed out, the citizens lost a lot of institutional knowledge.   
Commissioner Polk explained this will not have an effect on the current Commissioners.  The current Commissioners can serve out their terms and then the eight year rule would begin.  

Mayor Henderson stated she was opposed to term limits, as well.

Don Lukich, Charter Review Committee member, stated the idea he presented to the Committee was to give opportunities to fresh faces.  As an example, he stated Commissioner Christian could serve another eight years, sit out four years, and come back for another eight years, if your replacement did not do the job.  It brings more outside thinking into the City.   He said at the Committee meeting, “Hey, would you like to be like Washington, where they sit there forever and get nothing done.”   Giving opportunities to the citizens of the City to come to the Commission is a good thing.  
Commissioner Polk said he agrees with Mr. Lukich.  He advised three of the eleven members of the Committee did not vote for term limits.  Commissioner Polk said he served on the Commission from 1993 to 1996, and in his opinion, he has done a better job this time than the first time he served.

Commissioner Christian moved to approve the Charter Review Committee’s recommendation with the exception of the term limits.  The motion died for lack of a second.

Mayor Henderson said she was against the State having term limits because citizens end up with staff knowing everything, so they are making the decisions.  But, then compare it to Congress with some of them being there thirty or forty years.


Commissioner Polk moved to approve the recommendations of the Charter Review Committee to go forward and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.


Mayor Henderson requested further comments from the Commission and comments from the public.   There were none


The roll call was:





Commissioner Polk

Yea





Commissioner Puckett
Yea





Commissioner Christian
Nay





Commissioner Knowles
Yea





Mayor Henderson

Yea


Four yeas, one nay, the Commission approved the recommendations of the Charter Review Committee.


CA Morrison advised this item will come before the Commission again with a formal ballot question to be placed on the ballot.

INFORMATIONAL REPORTS:

Miscellaneous Accounts Receivable Balances with the City Attorney as of December, 2011

Expected Write-offs as of December 31, 2011

Monthly Financial Report for December 31, 2011

City Manager Contingency Budget

Mayor Henderson requested questions regarding the informational reports.  There were none.

CITY ATTORNEY ITEMS:  None
CITY MANAGER ITEMS:

CM Evans presented Finance Director Jerry Boop with a plaque and read the inscription.  CM Evans explained this is Mr. Boop’s last day with the City of Leesburg and he will be missed.  CM Evans advised Jerry Boop has taken a position with the City of Oviedo.
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None
ROLL CALL:

Commissioner Polk  - Thanked the members of the Charter Review Committee.  It was streamlined quite well.   He acknowledged the work of City Clerk Betty Richardson and the City Attorney Fred Morrison.  He said he appreciated the effort everyone gave to the project.
Commissioner Puckett  - None
Commissioner Christian - None
Commissioner  Knowles -  At the last meeting, he made a comment on whether or not he would share a life preserver with Jerry Boop.   He gave his US Coastguard blue life preserver, so Jerry can now weather the storm and enjoy it wherever he goes.
Commissioner Knowles said to Jerry Bond, keep hunting and trying to find different operations.  Some things will be great, but you never know what is around the next bend.

Commissioner Knowles advised Beacon College is a university in Leesburg and has 150 students at this time.  They are interested in expanding to 250 students in the next three to four years.   To do that, they will have to start a building program.  They would like to know if the City might be willing to do a bond like the City has done for the Hospital.   The funds will be used for dormitories, classrooms, and administration buildings.  
CA Morrison advised the City acts as a conduit issuer, but the bond is repaid by revenue from the borrower.   He is not sure how this will work with a College.  The borrower pays the bonds and the statement in the bond package in many places says the bonds are not the obligation of the City and the bonds are repaid solely by revenue from the borrower.  The borrower utilizes a government in order to issue the bonds on a tax exempt basis which gives them a lower interest rate.
Mayor Henderson – Tomorrow, the Korean Veterans will be honored at 2:00 p.m. in Fountain Park.   Tomorrow evening is the Lake Sumter meet and greet with past presidents from 5:30 p.m.to 8:30 p.m.
ADJOURN:

Commissioner Puckett moved to adjourn and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.   The meeting adjourned at 6:59 p.m.



















_________________________________ 







Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________ 

Betty M. Richardson

City Clerk

Betty M. Richardson, City Clerk
Recorder
