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MINUTES OF THE CITY COMMISSION MEETING

MONDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2011

The City of Leesburg Commission held a regular meeting Monday, December 12, 2011, in the Commission Chambers at City Hall. Mayor Polk called the meeting to order at 5:53 p.m. with the following members present:

Commissioner John Christian

Commissioner David Knowles

Commissioner Lewis Puckett

Mayor Bill Polk

Commissioner Henderson was absent.  Also present were City Manager (CM) Jay Evans, City Clerk (CC) Betty Richardson, City Attorney (CA) Fred Morrison, Temporary Deputy City Clerk (TDCC), Yvette Brandt, the news media, and others.

The invocation and Pledge of Allegiance were given at the Greater Leesburg Community Redevelopment Agency meeting held at 5:00 p.m., December 12, 2011.
PRESENTATIONS:  

Environmental Services Director (ESD) Ray Sharp presented an award to Darell Schlegel for ten years in Environmental Services/Water Department.  
Fire Chief Kevin Bowman presented an award to Todd Hopkins for twenty years in the Fire Department.
Electric Director Paul Kalv presented an award to Phil Janik for twenty-five years with the Electric Department.
Electric Director Paul Kalv presented an award Donald Varnum for ten years in the Electric Department.

HEARD UNAUDITED 2011 YEAR END FINANCIAL REPORT BY CITY MANAGER JAY EVANS AND FINANCE DIRECTOR JERRY BOOP


Finance Director (FD) Jerry Boop said the general fund has continued to perform well.    This year the unaudited contribution in the general fund is $1.5 million.  The Utilities have slightly improved, including Electric, Gas, Water, Wastewater, Communications, and Solid Waste.

FD Boop said the Human Resources Department has done a lot of good work on Health Care.  This year’s budget included an increase in the rates and the level of contribution.  These actions have resulted in a slight increase in cash and FD Boop anticipates this trend will continue.
CONSENT AGENDA:

Commissioner Christian requested that Item 4.C.1 be pulled.  Commissioner Knowles requested that Item 4.C.6 be pulled.
Commissioner Puckett moved to adopt the Consent Agenda except for 4.C.1 and 4.C.6; and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.

The roll call vote was:

                                    Commissioner Puckett

Yea

                                    Commissioner Christian

Yea

                                    Commissioner Knowles

Yea

                                    Mayor Polk



Yea

Four yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the Consent Agenda, as follows:
CITY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES:

Regular meeting held November 28, 2011

PURCHASING ITEMS:

Purchase requisition 44197 for payment of annual fees for pre-employment alcohol and drug testing and medical services including physicals and random alcohol and drug screening services for current employees for fiscal year 2011-2012 in the amount of $28,000.00.

Purchase requisition 44158 for payment of annual dues to Florida Municipal Electric Association (FMEA) for fiscal year 2011-2012 in the amount of $33,345.00.

Purchase requisition 44163 to M & R Services for electric meter testing in the amount of $26,750.00.

RESOLUTIONS:


Resolution 8960
Resolution  of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and the City Clerk to execute a Master Service Agreement with Lake Emergency Medical Services, Inc. for the provision of communications services; and providing an effective date.

RESOLUTION 8961

Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing application and acceptance of a matching grant, if awarded, from the Department of Health to purchase eight Automatic External Defibrillators for $13,875.00 with the City of Leesburg match of $4,625.00 not to exceed $18,500.00; approving the purchase of eight automatic external defibrillators from Physio-Control for a price not to exceed $18,500.00; and providing an effective date.     

RESOLUTION 8962

Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute a contract for sale and purchase with Richard E. Faunda and Elizabeth K. Faunda for the purpose of purchasing the property for future extension of the Magnolia Trail; and providing an effective date.   

RESOLUTION 8963

Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing adoption of revised policies for the Leesburg Public Library for the Use of Study Rooms, 
Collection Development and Management Plan, and the Lake County BCC Policy LCC-8 on "Lake County Library System Circulation and Registration Policy;" and providing an effective date. 
OTHER ITEMS:  None
TABLED RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF THE FIRST AMENDMENT TO AN EXISTING AGREEMENT WITH Z-COFFEE CORPORATION TO PROVIDE FOOD SERVICE CONCESSIONS AT THE LEESBURG PUBLIC LIBRARY; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Commissioner Christian introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CM Evans read the ordinance by title only, as follows:
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE A FIRST AMENDMENT TO AN EXISTING AGREEMENT WITH Z-COFFEE CORPORATION TO PROVIDE FOOD SERVICE CONCESSIONS AT THE LEESBURG PUBLIC LIBRARY; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Commissioner Knowles moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Puckett seconded the motion. 

Mayor Polk requested questions from the Commission.  

Commissioner Christian questioned the information in the report regarding the tenant’s lack of rental payments to the City in recent months.  FD Boop confirmed that those balances are currently due the City.  The tenant has submitted a letter indicating that they anticipate being able to pay by the end of the year.  
Commissioner Christian read the figures from the report on the tenant’s gross sales which indicated that enough funds exist to be able to pay the rent to the City.  He expressed concern with renewing a contract with a tenant that has not paid rent for the last six months.
CA Morrison cautioned that renewing the contract with delinquent payments could jeopardize the ability of the City to collect those payments.  
Commissioner Knowles moved to table the item to the first CC Meeting in January and Commissioner Puckett seconded the motion. 

Purchasing Manager Mike Thornton reminded the Commission that the contract expires December 31.  CA Morrison replied that following the expiration, the contract would be on a month to month basis.  Commissioner Knowles said that if the payments are received by the CC Meeting in January, the Commission would consider renewing the contract.
The roll call vote was:

                                    Commissioner Christian

Yea

                                    Commissioner Knowles

Yea

                                    Commissioner Puckett

Yea

                                    Mayor Polk



Yea

Four yeas, no nays, the Commission tabled the resolution to the January 9, 2012 CC Meeting.
DENIED RESOLUTION 8964 SUPPORTING LEGISLATION PROPOSED UNDER HB 365 AND SB 910, INTENDED TO REFORM POLICE OFFICER AND FIREFIGHTER PENSION PLANS AND DISABILITY PRESUMPTIONS MAKING THESE PENSION PLANS SUSTAINABLE, SOUND AND SECURE FOR BOTH CURRENT AND FUTURE MEMBERS.




  

Mayor Polk read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, SUPPORTING LEGISLATION PROPOSED UNDER HB 365 AND SB 910, WHICH IS INTENDED TO REFORM POLICE OFFICER AND FIREFIGHTER PENSION PLANS AND DISABILITY PRESUMPTIONS FOR THE PURPOSE OF MAKING THESE PLANS SUSTAINABLE, SOUND AND SECURE FOR BOTH CURRENT AND FUTURE MEMBERS; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Deputy City Manager (DCM) Doug Drymon explained the Resolution is at the request of the Florida League of Cities to support currently pending legislation.  He said the legislation attempts to address certain abuses of the police and fire pension plans that have occurred statewide.
Commissioner Knowles expressed concern that at times state legislation has interfered with certain local issues and would rather not see any changes of this kind, especially since the City has just negotiated the contract with the firefighters.  DCM Drymon responded that he believed that legislation would actually allow more control for local governments over the pensions, rather than taking directives from the state legislature.
Mayor Polk requested questions from the Commission.  

Allan Schaffer, President, Leesburg Firefighters, Local 2957, said Leesburg Firefighters do not support the legislation.  He said Leesburg does not need the Tallahassee legislature affecting the progress made on negotiations between the Leesburg Firefighters and the City.
Police Chief Bill Chrisman expressed his opposition by referencing the pamphlet produced by the Florida League of Cities which described part of the legislation that if an officer had a certain condition or disease, he would have to prove that it was obtained “on the job”, while existing rules consider this a presumption.  He said that cities would also have the right to transition unilaterally to a defined contribution retirement plan.

CM Evans clarified the language of the bill as allowing cities to change to another retirement plan for employees after a specified date.  He said the Resolution is in support of the legislation, not the Florida League of Cities.  Successful lobbying efforts at the state level have continued to restrict the City’s funding options for the pension plans.
Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Puckett seconded the motion.

The roll call vote was:



Commissioner Knowles

Nay




Commissioner Puckett

Nay




Commissioner Christian

Nay




Mayor Polk 



Yea

Three nays, one yea, the Commission denied the resolution.
ADOPTED ORDINANCE 11-109 AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE CITY OF LEESBURG, CHANGING THE FUTURE LAND USE MAP DESIGNATION OF  FIVE ACRES ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF SILVER CHARM COURT, CITY ESTATE AND CITY CONSERVATION TO CITY ESTATE (SPRATT PROPERTY)









Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.

Mayor Polk requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.
CM Evans read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE CITY OF LEESBURG, CHANGING THE FUTURE LAND USE MAP DESIGNATION OF CERTAIN PROPERTY CONTAINING APPROXIMATELY FIVE ACRES, BEING generally LOCATED ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF SILVER CHARM COURT, EAST OF SECRETARIAT TRAIL, LYING IN SECTION 29, TOWNSHIP 19 SOUTH, RANGE 24 EAST, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA, FROM CITY ESTATE AND CITY CONSERVATION TO CITY ESTATE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. (Timothy D & Stacy L Spratt Trustees)

The roll call vote was:



Commissioner Puckett

Yea




Commissioner Christian

Yea




Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Mayor Polk 



Yea

Four yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.

FIRST READING OF AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A QUITCLAIM DEED OF OWNERSHIP AND MAINTENANCE OF THE OAKRIDGE MOBILE HOME PARK LIFT STATION__









Commissioner Christian introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CM Evans read the ordinance by title only, as follows:
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, ACCEPTING A QUITCLAIM DEED GIVEN BY OAKRIDGE CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION, INC., AS GRANTOR, TO THE CITY OF LEESBURG, AS GRANTEE, PERTAINING TO LAND LOCATED IN SECTION 22, TOWNSHIP 19 SOUTH, RANGE 24 EAST, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.  
FIRST READING OF AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM PAUL E. FIELD, PERTAINING TO LAND LOCATED ALONG TALLY ROAD, WEST OF U.S. HWY 27








Commissioner Knowles introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CM Evans read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM PAUL E. FIELD, AS GRANTOR, TO THE CITY OF LEESBURG, AS GRANTEE, PERTAINING TO LAND LOCATED IN SECTION 15, TOWNSHIP 19 SOUTH, RANGE 24 EAST, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.  
FIRST READING OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING FOR APPROXIMATELY 4.5 ACRES ON THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF W. NORTH BOULEVARD (US 441) AND CITIZENS BOULEVARD, FOR A CITY SPUD (SMALL PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT) (SUNTRUST BANK)​_____
Commissioner Christian introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CM Evans read the ordinance by title only, as follows:
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE ZONING OF APPROXIMATELY 4.5 ACRES FOR A CITY SPUD (SMALL PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT) TO ALLOW GENERAL COMMERCIAL USES INCLUDING A BANK WITH ACCESSORY USES FOR A PROPERTY LOCATED ON THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF W. NORTH BOULEVARD (US 441) AND CITIZENS BOULEVARD AS LEGALLY DESCRIBED IN SECTION 23, TOWNSHIP 19, RANGE 24, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA, SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS CONTAINED IN EXHIBIT A; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Commissioner Christian asked about the development plans for the property.  Community Development Director (CDD)  Wiley explained  the existing  bank  will be

demolished and replaced with a smaller bank.  The building at Citizens and Hwy 27 will also be demolished.
FIRST READING OF AN ORDINANCE REALLOCATING THE 2008 REVENUE NOTE FOR THE CARVER HEIGHTS/MONTCLAIR AREA COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY








Commissioner Christian introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CM Evans read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City commission of the city of leesburg, florida, REALLOCATING the 2008 Revenue note BETWEEN VARIOUS PROJECTS; and providing an effective date.

FIRST READING OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE FISCAL YEAR 2010-11 BUDGET FOR THE GENERAL, STORMWATER, CAPITAL PROJECTS, ELECTRIC, WATER, WASTEWATER AND DISCRETIONARY SALES TAX FUNDS FOR THE FOURTH QUARTER
_






Commissioner Knowles introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CM Evans read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE FISCAL YEAR 2010-11 BUDGET FOR THE GENERAL, STORMWATER, CAPITAL PROJECTS, ELECTRIC, WATER, WASTEWATER AND DISCRETIONARY SALES TAX FUNDS FOR THE FOURTH QUARTER; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
FIRST READING OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 25 ZONING OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES SECTION 25-292 SUPPLEMENTAL DISTRICT REQUIREMENTS; ADULT USES, ACCESSORY AND TEMPORARY STRUCTURES, RECREATIONAL VEHICLES BY PROHIBITING PARKING IN THE FRONT YARD AND DRIVEWAY AREAS, SECTION (21) INDOOR RECREATION INTERNET/SWEEPSTAKES REDEMPTION CAFÉS BY ADDING ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR LOCATION, OPERATION AND SECURITY__










Commissioner Knowles introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CM Evans read the ordinance by title only, as follows:
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, AMENDING CHAPTER 25 ZONING OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES SECTION 25-292 SUPPLEMENTAL DISTRICT REQUIREMENTS, SECTION (1)   ADULT USES,  SECTION (2)  ACCESSORY AND TEMPORARY STRUCTURES, SECTION (11) RECREATIONAL VEHICLES BY PROHIBITING PARKING IN THE FRONT YARD AND DRIVEWAY AREAS, SECTION (21) INDOOR RECREATION INTERNET/SWEEPSTAKES REDEMPTION CAFÉS BY  ADDING  ADDITIONAL   REQUIREMENTS,    REPEALING 
CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Commissioner Christian questioned the 1000-foot buffer on the internet café location restrictions.  He questioned whether this a standard separation distance.  CDD Wiley responded that a 1500-foot buffer would not allow for any available locations, but a 1200-foot buffer might be an option.

Commissioner Christian moved to change the buffer to 1200 feet.  Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.

The roll call vote was:



Commissioner Puckett

Yea




Commissioner Christian

Yea




Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Mayor Polk 



Yea

Four yeas, no nays, the Commission voted to change the buffer to 1200 feet for internet cafes.

CDD Wiley summarized proposed changes to the Land Development Code including an amortization period for canvas structures and restrictions on RV parking.
ADOPTED RESOLUTION APPROVING THE FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE EVALUATIONS FOR THE ENTERPRISE PERFORMANCE PROGRAM FOR FY 2011-2012







__________________
Commissioner Knowles introduced the resolution to be read by title only.  CM Evans read the resolution by title only, as follows:

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA ADOPTING THE FY 2011-2012 ENTERPRISE PERFORMANCE INCENTIVE PROGRAM AND FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE EVALUATIONS; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Commissioner Knowles moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Puckett seconded the motion. 

CM Evans clarified that some of the materials may have read “raises” for the General Fund, but was a misprint and should have read “bonuses.”  Commissioner Christian asked that permanent part time employees be included with those eligible for bonuses.
CM Evans asked that the Commission make a decision on the Building Division since they would not be eligible on the basis of revenues and they are not included in the General Fund.  Commissioner Knowles said that he would prefer to keep the permit fees as is.  

Commissioner Christian moved to include the Building Division in the General Fund for the purposes of this program only and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.

The roll call vote was:



Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Commissioner Puckett

Yea




Commissioner Christian

Yea




Mayor Polk 



Yea

Four yeas, no nays, the Commission voted to include the Building Division in the General Fund for the purposes of this program only.

The roll call vote for adoption of the Resolution was:




Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Commissioner Puckett

Yea




Commissioner Christian

Yea




Mayor Polk 



Yea

Four yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.
INFORMATIONAL REPORTS:

ESD Sharp gave an update on Crosby Street and said the site can be repaired and repaved for half the cost of the Geotechnical firm’s recommendation.
CITY ATTORNEY ITEMS: none
CITY MANAGER ITEMS:  
CM Evans reminded the Commission of the Employee Christmas Party Friday in the Community Building.  CM Evans will be speaking about the Smart Grid program at the Chamber of Commerce breakfast Thursday.  Florida Municipal Electric Association has completed the Peer Review process.  The Charter Review Committee has concluded its work.  
PUBLIC COMMENTS: none
ROLL CALL:

Commissioner Christian asked CM Evans about the limited nature of the FEAT Park report.  CM Evans explained that it is very preliminary until public input is solicited.
Commissioner Knowles said that he would be happy to resume efforts to transition to paperless agenda.  He also said that he supported a partnership with Beacon College to combine libraries and share resources.  Library Director Lucy Gangone said that a report had been submitted to the City Manager on this subject.
Commissioner Knowles moved to adjourn and Mayor Polk seconded the motion.   The meeting adjourned at 6:57 p.m.







_______________________________________ 







Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________ 

City Clerk

Yvette Brandt


___ 

Recorder
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