ORDINANCE NO. ________________
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, CALLING A REFERENDUM IN THE CITY OF LEESBURG TO BE HELD IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE PRESIDENTIAL GENERAL ELECTION OF NOVEMBER 6TH TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE CITY COMMISSION SHOULD BE AUTHORIZED TO GRANT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AD VALOREM (PROPERTY) TAX EXEMPTIONS TO NEW BUSINESSES, AND EXPANSION OF EXISTING BUSINESSES, PURSUANT TO ARTICLE VII, SECTION 3 OF THE FLORIDA CONSTITUION, TO ENCOURAGE ECONMIC DEVELOPMENT AND ESTABLISH NEW JOBS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, pursuant to Article VII, Section 3 of the Florida Constitution and Section 196.1995, Florida Statutes, the City Commission  is authorized to call a referendum within its jurisdiction to determine whether the City Commission may grant economic development ad valorem (property) tax exemptions to qualifying new businesses and expansions of qualifying existing businesses; and 


WHEREAS, granting such exemptions to qualifying businesses will provide the City of Leesburg with an additional economic development incentive which will enhance the desirability of the City of Leesburg as a location for new business and expansion of existing businesses; and 

WHEREAS, the City Commission desires to call a referendum to determine whether it should be authorized to grant such economic development ad valorem (property) tax exemptions to encourage economic development and establish new jobs, which action is in the best interest of City of Leesburg and serves both a municipal and public purpose; and

WHEREAS, this Ordinance is adopted pursuant to Article VII, Section 3 of the Florida Constitution, Section 196.1995, Florida Statures, Chapter 166, Florida Statutes, and other applicable provision of law:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, that:


Section 1.
Recitals.     The recitals set forth above are adopted by the City Commission as the finding of the City and are incorporated herein.

Section 2.
Referendum.      A referendum is hereby called in City of Leesburg to be held in conjunction with the presidential general election of November 6, 2012, to determine whether the City Commission should be authorized to grant economic development ad valorem (property) tax exemptions to new businesses and expansion of existing businesses, pursuant to Article VII, Section 3 of the Florida Constitution, to encourage economic development and establish new jobs.

Section 3.
Ballot Title and Question.     The ballot title and question for the referendum shall be in the following form:

CITY OF LEESBURG ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS FOR NEW BUSINESSES AND EXPANSIONS OF EXISTING BUSINESSES
Shall the City Commission of the City of Leesburg be authorized to grant, pursuant to Section 3, Article VII of the State Constitution, property tax exemptions to new businesses and expansion of existing businesses to encourage economic development and establish new jobs?

______ Yes - For authority to grant exemptions


______  No - Against authority to grant exemptions


Section 4.
Notice of Referendum.     Notice of the referendum shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the City of Leesburg, at least twice, once in the fifth week and once in the third week prior to the week in which the referendum is held, the date of the first publication in said newspaper to be at least thirty (30) days before said referendum, in the manner provided in Section 100.342, Florida Statutes.


Section 5.
Severability.      It is declared to be the intent of the City Commission that if any section, sentence, clause or provision of the Ordinance is held invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, it shall in no way affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance.

Section 6.
Effective Date.     This Ordinance shall be effective immediately upon its adoption.  Immediately upon adoption, the City Clerk is directed to provide a copy of this Ordinance to the Lake County Supervisor of Elections.
PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, this 25th day of June, 2012.
(Corporate Seal)




________________________________________

Sanna Henderson, Mayor







Mayor 

Attest:

________________________

Betty Richardson
City Clerk
