MINUTES OF THE COMMISSION MEETING HELD JUNE 25, 2012


MINUTES OF THE CITY COMMISSION MEETING

MONDAY, MONDAY JUNE 25, 2012

The City of Leesburg Commission held a regular meeting Monday, June 25, 2012, in the Commission Chambers at City Hall. Mayor Henderson called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. with the following members present:

Commissioner John Christian

Commissioner David Knowles

Commissioner Bill Polk

Commissioner Lewis Puckett

Mayor Sanna Henderson

Also present were City Manager (CM) Jay Evans, City Clerk (CC) Betty Richardson, City Attorney (CA) Fred Morrison, Deputy City Clerk (DCC) Andi Purvis, the news media, and others.

Jack Rogers gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.
PROCLAMATIONS

None

PRESENTATIONS

Recognition of years of service:   

Parks & Recreation Director Bruce Ericson recognized Ray Evans for twenty years in Parks & Recreation.

Fire Chief Kevin Bowman recognized Lt. David Richardson for twenty-five years in the Fire Department.

Electric Director Paul Kalv recognized Steve Davis for twenty-five years in the Electric Department.  
Mayor Henderson said it is great to have employees stay with the city for a long time and the Commission really does appreciate all of the employees  and the families here tonight.
CONSENT AGENDA:

Pulled items: 

4.C.3 -  Construction services agreement with Matcon Construction Services, Inc. for the Fire Station 1 Restroom Renovation project for $49,202.50.
Commissioner Knowles moved to adopt the Consent Agenda except for 4.C.3 and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.

The roll call vote was:

                                    Commissioner
Polk

Yes





                                    Commissioner
Puckett

Yes
                                    Commissioner Christian
Yes
                                    Commissioner
Knowles
Yes
                                    Mayor Henderson

Yes
Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the Consent Agenda, as follows:

CITY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES:

Meeting held June 11, 2012

Meeting held March 12, 2012

Meeting held February 13, 2012

Meeting held December 12, 2011

PURCHASING ITEMS:

None

RESOLUTIONS:
RESOLUTION 9034
Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute a Master Service Agreement with Beacon College, Inc. for the provision of communications services; and providing an effective date.

RESOLUTION 9035
Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and the City Clerk to execute a Well Monitoring License Agreement between the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund for the State of Florida and the City of Leesburg, as required by our consumptive use permit; and providing an effective date.

RESOLUTION 9036
Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor to acknowledge a letter from Level 3 Communications, Inc. terminating a Fiber Optic Facilities License; and providing an effective date.

RESOLUTION 9037
Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute a Revocable License Agreement with Macerich Lake Square Mall, LLC for an emergency response staging area for the City of Leesburg's utility operators; and providing an effective date.

RESOLUTION 9038
Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an agreement between TD Charitable Foundation and the City of Leesburg for funding in the amount of $1,000 for a housing grant; and providing an effective date.

RESOLUTION 9039
Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an tri-party agreement between Lake County, University of Central Florida Research Foundation and the City of Leesburg for incubator services; and providing an effective date. 

ADOPTED RESOLUTION 9040 AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE A CONSTRUCTION SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH MATCON CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, INC. FOR THE FIRE STATION 1 RESTROOM RENOVATION PROJECT FOR A COST OF $49,202.50__________
Commissioner Polk introduced the resolution to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the resolution by title only, as follows:

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE A CONSTRUCTION SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH MATCON CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, INC. FOR THE FIRE STATION 1 RESTROOM RENOVATION PROJECT FOR A COST OF $49,202.50; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Commissioner Puckett moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner   Knowles seconded the motion.   
Mayor Henderson requested comments from the audience.  There were none.

Commissioner Puckett asked why this has gone on so long without fixing these restrooms as this is an old station and said it is long overdue
City Manager (CM) Jay Evans explained Chief Bowman has wanted this redone for the last few years, but City unable to do so because of budget cuts.  Finally, this year the City was able to retain the budgeted funds.

Mayor Henderson stated the City wanted a new fire house so now we’re settling for new restrooms.   Mayor Henderson  asked  about  the slight  difference in  the bids  between

Matcon and Signature and wondered if it was enough for the incentive.
Commission Christian stated the Commission asked the procedure be revamped and brought back to them.  
CM Evans stated he knew this question would come up  and advised Purchasing Manager (PM) Mike Thornton and he correspond in November regarding the policy.  CM Evans apologized and stated smart grid has been Mike’s biggest priority and will take time  for him to come up with a different policy
Commissioner Christian suggested copying another city’s local vendor preference policy, have the City Attorney review it for any legal issues, and present to the Commission.  This process should not take a lot of time.  Commissioner Christian expressed his frustration over wanting to get this done, stating if city management wants something done it seems like it happens over night but things like this are drawn out.   Here the City has a company out of Tampa who’s getting ready to receive $50,000 of the City of Leesburg’s money; but a company in Leesburg who may have to lay someone off cannot remodel the bathrooms.  If this Tampa Company requests a change order for more money, the City is over what our local company could have done for the City.  Maybe the City needs to stop the bidding process until staff can bring to the Commission a proposal that can be approved to put local money into the local companies’ hands.  Smart grid is important to the City; but this revamp of the policy is a simple task.
Mayor Henderson asked if the Commission could override the policy.

Commissioner Polk stated yes.
PM Mike Thornton stated the Commission is certainly free to do as they wish, but cautioned that stating the City will do one thing in the bid documents and then pulling that out from under the vendors does not create any good faith effort on the City’s part with these participating contractors.  PM Thornton stated he does check the local preferences for a rule of reciprocity.  Lake County is adopting a policy where they will do to outside venders what others do to their vendors.   
Mayor Henderson stated this is a new interpretation of the Golden Rule.
PM Thornton stated if the City of Altamonte has no vendor preference, but they adopted a policy of reciprocity, which means if the City of Leesburg vendor goes to bid on a job there, Altamonte would have no preference but the City of Leesburg does, so Altamonte could counter apply our preference to our vender.  

Commissioner Polk stated that was fine.

PM Thornton asked the Commission to keep in mind the City of Leesburg alone cannot support our businesses.  Our local businesses depend on going elsewhere to earn revenues to stay in business.

Commissioner Christian asked the question when a vendor bids in the City of Leesburg, is the City really concerned about what any other city may do to that vendor.  Commissioner Christian again stated his frustration that the Commission has been sitting for two years on this issue and nothing has been done.   The City is hiring staff so why cannot a definite time deadline be implemented and get this issue resolved.  Commissioner Christian stated the City of Leesburg should be some type of leadership in the County.  On a Leesburg Fire Station, a Leesburg contractor should be doing the work.  The City needs to be concerned about what is happening in Leesburg.

Commissioner Puckett asked if the lowest bidder on this job is doing the work or subbing the work out. 

PM Thornton stated to his knowledge this is a full service contractor who will be doing the work.
CM Evans stated to answer Commissioner Christian’s question, the City will have a proposal before the Commission in two weeks.   The City had thought of having a workshop, presenting some options from other cities, but staff will present a policy to  the Commission in two weeks.

Commissioner Christian stated the Commission does not need five different options, which is why the City has professionals.  If the City Manager, Mike Thornton, and staff put a proposal together, run it by the City Attorney to make sure it is legal then bring before the Commission, and if it doesn’t work, it can be tweaked.  Commissioner Christian stated Leesburg should not be last on the bus; we need to help local people get employed, and maybe then other Cities will say Leesburg is doing it right, let’s copy them.
Commissioner Puckett stated the main thing is to get the bathrooms done, we keep talking and talking and now we’re going to put it off for another two weeks.
Mayor Henderson asked if the Commission was postponing this request.
PM Thornton stated he would definitely do his research and asked the Commissioners to check with constituents who own businesses to see what their feelings are on local preference.  PM Thornton stated he knows of two businesses that do not favor a local preference and one of them would have missed a out on a multimillion dollar contract in Orange County had Lake County had a local preference.
Commissioner Polk stated all the people he had spoken with said 1% was like throwing rocks, no reason to have it, but maybe 5% would be doable.
Commissioner Christian stated if staff called a local vendor and said you just lost a $50,000 bid by $800.00 but if the City had local preference you would have won that bid, he felt certain they would not have a complaint.  Commissioner Christian asked shouldn’t the City get the best price for Leesburg and the taxpayers, giving local business the preferred treatment. 

Mayor Henderson asked the Commission thoughts on postponing or going ahead with a vote on this issue.
City Attorney (CA) Fred Morrison stated in terms of the proposal on the table tonight the Commission would not be able to go back and retro actively apply changes two weeks from now; it is take as presented.
Commissioner Puckett stated he would rather vote and get the bathrooms done.

Commission Polk stated the City could vote to take the second bid and take our chances.

Commissioner Knowles stated he did not think that was wise as it could wind up costing the City more money.  

The roll call vote was:



Commissioner Puckett
Yes


Commissioner Christian
Yes


Commissioner Knowles
Yes


Commissioner Polk

Yes

Mayor Henderson

Yes
Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.
OTHER ITEMS:  None

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 12-39 ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM MAMYE WARREN, EDWARD LEE HAYNES, MELVIN HAYNES, JR., PERCELL MAYNOR, AND PATRICIA ANN MAYNOR PERTAINING TO LAND SOUTH OF AMERICAN LANE IN FRUITLAND PARK, FLORIDA FOR NEW UNDERGROUND SERVICE AND EXISTING POLE LINE



City Clerk Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORDIA,     ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM MAMYE WARREN, EDWARD LEE HAYNES, MELVIN HAYNES, JR., PERCELL MAYNOR, AND PATRICIA ANN MAYNOR, AS GRANTOR, TO THE CITY OF LEESBURG, AS GRANTEE, PERTAINING TO LAND LOCATED IN SECTION 33, TOWNSHIP 18  SOUTH, RANGE 24 EAST, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFEICTIVE DATE.

Mayor Henderson requested comments from the Commission and audience.  There were none.

Commissioner Polk moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Christian seconded the motion.   
The roll call vote was:



Commissioner Christian 
Yes


Commissioner Knowles
Yes


Commissioner Polk

Yes


Commissioner Puckett
Yes

Mayor Henderson

Yes
Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.
ADOPTED ORDINANCE 12-40 ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM GYPSY LEASING, LLC FOR LAND ON EXECUTIVE BOULEVARD


City Clerk Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows: 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM GYPSY LEASING, LLC, AS GRANTOR, TO THE CITY OF LEESBURG, AS GRANTEE, PERTAINING TO LAND LOCATED IN SECTION 24, TOWNHIP 19 SOUTH, RANGE 24 EAST, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Mayor Henderson requested comments from the Commission and audience.  There were none.
Commissioner Polk moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.  
The roll call vote was:



Commissioner Knowles
Yes


Commissioner Polk

Yes


Commissioner Puckett
Yes


Commissioner Christian
Yes

Mayor Henderson

Yes
Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.   
ADOPTED ORDINANCE 12-41 AMENDING ORDINANCE 12-18 PREVIOUSLY ENACTED, CALLING FOR A REFERENDUM ELECTION TO BE HELD NOVEMBER 6, 2012, PROPOSING TO THE ELECTORATE A REVISED CITY CHARTER WHICH UPDATES AND SIMPLIFIES THE CHARTER AS A WHOLE; AMENDING THE WORDING OF THE QUESTION TO BE PLACED ON THE BALLOT_______________________________________________________
City Clerk Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows: 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, AMENDING ORDINANCE 12-18 PREVIOUSLY ENACTED, CALLING FOR A REFERENDUM ELECTION TO BE HELD NOVEMBER 6, 2012, FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROPOSING TO THE ELECTORATE A REVISED CITY CHARTER WHICH UPDATES AND SIMPLIFIES THE CHARTER AS A WHOLE; AMENDING THE WORDING OF THE QUESTION TO BE PLACED ON THE BALLOT; REPEALING CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE FOR BOTH THIS ORDINANCE AND THE REVISED CITY CHARTER, IF APPROVED BY THE ELECTORATE.
Mayor Henderson requested comments from the Commission and audience.  There were none.
Commissioner Polk moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.   
The roll call vote was:



Commissioner Polk

Yes


Commissioner Puckett
Yes


Commissioner Christian
No


Commissioner Knowles
Yes

Mayor Henderson

Yes
Four yeas, one nay, the Commission adopted the ordinance.
FIRST READING OF AN ORDINANCE CALLING A REFERENDUM IN THE CITY OF LEESBURG TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE CITY COMMISSION SHOULD BE AUTHORIZED TO GRANT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AD VALOREM (PROPERTY) TAX EXEMPTIONS TO NEW BUSINESSES, AND EXPANSION OF EXISTING BUSINESSES, PURSUANT TO ARTICLE VII, SECTION 3 OF THE FLORIDA CONSTITUTION, TO ENCOURAGE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND ESTABLISH NEW JOBS ________________
Commissioner Polk introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, CALLING A REFERENDUM IN THE CITY OF LEESBURG TO BE HELD IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE PRESIDENTIAL GENERAL ELECTION OF NOVEMBER 6, 2012 TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE CITY COMMISSION SHOULD BE AUTHORIZED TO GRANT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AD VALOREM (PROPERTY) TAX EXEMPTIONS TO NEW BUSINESSES, AND EXPANSION OF EXISTING BUSINESSES, PURSUANT TO ARTICLE VII, SECTION 3 OF THE FLORIDA CONSTITUTION, TO ENCOURAGE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND ESTABLISH NEW JOBS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Mayor 
 Henderson requested comments from the Commission and the audience.  There were no comments from the audience.
Mayor Henderson asked if is this something the Commission has talked about before or is this out of the blue.
CM Evans stated this item is a tool that used to be in the City’s tool box to try to attract new businesses.  He said a referendum was passed and gave the City this tool from 1998 to 2000.  If the Commission wants to grant a tax exemption to an existing or relocating business, Florida Statutes requires the City to have a referendum in order to be able to do this and the timeframe is for ten years.  CM Evans stated he did not know if the City ever utilized this tool, but does believe it is an important one and one the City would like to have.  CM Evans stated for example if the City should get a big business trying to decide between Leesburg, Ocala or somewhere else nearby and the other City has this tool plus other things, the City of Leesburg simply cannot compete with other cities because Leesburg won’t have the means to do so. 
Commissioner Knowles stated he does not typically announce his vote, but would be in favor when this comes up to be put on a referendum for voting.   Commissioner Knowles stated he has been on the City Commission for twelve years and in that period of time there have been three to five businesses come to the City and asked if there were any tax breaks and at the time there was nothing Leesburg could use.  There could be some employers with huge payrolls coming to the City of Leesburg and this is just one more carrot to have in the box to lure them to Leesburg.  Commissioner Knowles stated even if the City did approve the ability to offer this, the City would still evaluated each business on a case by case basis; it doesn’t mean the City would have to offer it every time.
Mayor Henderson asked if there were other incentives, like the CRA, the City offers now. 
Commissioner Polk stated this and impact fees.
CM Evans stated the City of Leesburg is fairly limited in what it can offer and no doubt another City competing with Leesburg, who is competitive, will probably have tax abatement as one of the items they offer, so for a big employer, you want this incentive to be available.
Commissioner Polk asked if it was limited to the size of the business. 

Commissioner Christian stated the businesses would have to create 10 or more full time jobs and just the building value would be exempt so Leesburg would still get tax money off the land.

CM Evans stated it would be the existing building and equipment is not exempt but new would be. 
CA Morrison stated the land is not, the business would have to improve it.
Commissioner Polk stated there are a lot of high dollar businesses in Leesburg and around the area that employee six to eight people who bring in a lot more revenue than some who employee twenty-five people.  Commissioner Polk asked if there was any way the City could get in a mess with the law of being discriminatory.
CA Morrison stated this tax break is authorized by the Florida statutes and the categories the Commissioners are reading there are statutory requirements.

Mayor Henderson asked if this can be used for existing business also if they expand.  CA Morrison stated yes, if they expand their business.
Commissioner Christian stated he thinks Orange County is looking at doing something similar to this and this would give Leesburg another tool when recruiting companies to our City.  Commissioner Christian stated in this economy, the City did not want to lose a company because they say they can save money somewhere else.  Commissioner Christian agreed with CM Evans this is a tool to help the City in the long run, if utilized. 
CM Evans stated one of the advantages Leesburg has is not everything being dependent upon ad valorem; the City of Leesburg has a variety of utilities.  If a big business with twenty-five or more employees was exempt for a certain number of years, the City still has them on electric, water, and wastewater.  CM Evans stated the City of Leesburg has a revenue source many of the communities do not have because money is going to another utility provider. 
Commissioner Polk asked if the City will be bargaining regarding the number of years the businesses will get with the exemption. 
Mayor Henderson stated with Leesburg’s taxes so low compared to the County and school, any successful business would not have a problem paying our City taxes. 
Commissioner Puckett stated generally $2,000 doesn’t make a difference to big business.

There were no audience comments.
FIRST READING OF AN ORDINANCE EXTENDING THE TIME PERIOD FOR PARTICIPATION IN THE COUNTYWIDE MUNICIPAL SERVICE TAXING UNIT FOR THE PROVISION OF AMBULANCE AND EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES AS ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA   __________________________________________
Commissioner Puckett introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, EXTENDING THE TIME PERIOD IN WHICH THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, WILL PARTICIPATE IN THE COUNTY WIDE MUNICIPAL SERVICE TAXING UNIT FOR THE PROVISION OF AMBULANCE AND EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES AS ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
Mayor 
 Henderson requested comments from the Commission and the audience.  There were none.
ADOPTED RESOLUTION 9041 AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A LEASE AGREEMENT WITH MID FLORIDA CHAPTER 534 EXPERIMENTAL AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATION, INC., ALLOWING USE OF CERTAIN HANGER SPACE AT LEESBURG INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT_______________________
Commissioner Knowles introduced the resolution to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the resolution by title only, as follows:

A RESOLUTION BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE A LEASE AGREEMENT WITH MID FLORIDA CHAPTER 534 EXPERIMENTAL AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATION, INC., ALLOWING USE OF CERTAIN HANGER SPACE AT LEESBURG INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, AND TO PROVIDE AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Commissioner Polk moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.   
Mayor 
 Henderson requested comments from the Commission and the audience.  There were no audience comments.
Commissioner Puckett stated the hanger had a major problem with the roof leaking,  pouring water in the other day, and asked what the City is going to do about it or are the tenants going to fix it.
Deputy City Manager (DCM) Doug Drymon stated the City is responsible for handling issues with the roof which includes the sky lights.  The city has already issued a bid for the repair of the sky lights which are temporarily sealed to prevent further leakage from the storms.  DCM Drymon stated the City will be doing a permanent repair on the sky lights as soon as weather permits.
Commissioner Puckett asked if the City is going to try to coat the building to preserve it for a little bit longer. 

DCM Drymon stated coating has not been discussed in conjunction with the work on the sky lights.  DCM Drymon stated he was not aware the City had other reports of leaks as far as the roof is concerned. 

The roll call vote was:



Commissioner Puckett
Yes


Commissioner Christian
Yes


Commissioner Knowles
Yes


Commissioner Polk

Yes

Mayor Henderson

Yes
Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.
ADOPTED RESOLUTION 9042 AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A SERVICE AGREEMENT WITH SUNCOAST PAVING FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE LEESBURG WILDWOOD MULTI-USE RECREATIONAL TRAIL (MURT) FOR $915,589.70_________________________________________________________
Commissioner Knowles introduced the resolution to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the resolution by title only, as follows:

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE A CONSTRUCTION SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH SUNCOAST PAVING FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE LEESBURG WILDWOOD MULTI-USE RECREATIONAL TRAIL (MURT) FOR A COST OF $915,589.70; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Commissioner Knowles moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Christian seconded the motion.   
Mayor 
 Henderson requested comments from the Commission and the audience.  There were no audience comments.
Commissioner Puckett asked if City staff will maintain the trail only to the county line.

City Manager Evans stated yes and actually this improvement does not go all the way to the county line.

Deputy Director of Public Works (DDPW) Jimmy Feagle stated the trail actually ends just about half way between County Road 468 and Whitney Road.  The City will maintain everything from that point back East to US Highway 27 with a little spur going to the Gymnasium.
Commissioner Polk asked how many miles of trail will need to be maintained.  DDPW Feagle stated 3.49 miles.

Commissioner Polk stated three miles for $5,500.00 to mow and maintain will not happen.  DDPW Feagle stated City staff will probably mow three times a month and keep the trail maintained.
Commissioner Puckett asked if it would just be mowing. DDPW Feagle stated it is mowing with a little weed eating.  The City is trying to have the trail designed as a low key functional trail with minimal maintenance as possible. 
Commissioner Puckett stated he’d feel better if more people would use the trails.  DDPW Feagle stated other trail use in the City is picking up, but could not give an actual statistic.   DDPW Feagle stated the trails definitely give our City residents different ways to get around town and to other places. 
Mayor Henderson stated she has seen a lot of people using the trail behind City Hall.
Commissioner Knowles stated he was glad to see Beesley Construction getting a $300,000 piece of this little pie and it not costing the City of Leesburg anything.  The people of Leesburg are going to have some jobs because of this.

Mayor Henderson stated she is interested in the historic railroad interpretive display and asked where it will be Located.  DDPW Feagle stated he believed it will be on US Highway 27, right at Palm Plaza, at the trail entry.
Mayor Henderson asked if those doing the construction of the trail will also be building the display.  DDPW Feagle stated yes. 
The roll call vote was:



Commissioner Christian
Yes


Commissioner Knowles
Yes


Commissioner Polk

No


Commissioner Puckett
Yes

Mayor Henderson

Yes
Four yeas, one nay, the Commission adopted the resolution.
INFORMATIONAL REPORTS:

The following reports are provided to the Commission in accordance with the Charter/Ordinances.  No action required.

Miscellaneous Accounts Receivable balances as of May, 2012

Expected Write-offs as of May 31, 2012

Monthly Financial Report for May 31, 2012

City Manager Contingency Budget
Commissioner Christian asked what was the Royal Aircraft Services Site Environmental Support listed on the City Manager’s report.

CM Evans stated it was oddly labeled on the report.  Royal Aircraft Services is a company who was interested in this site at one point for a very large paint shop.  This is actually the parcel adjacent to the Cracker Barrel.  The City has been looking for those parcels it can develop the fastest because as you know, the City has a demand for hangers and is out of land.  The City needs to be able to answer the question how much will it cost to put hangers and businesses in certain locations at and around the airport.  The City  spent a little money to update the environmental information it had received back around 2005 when the ARFF station was installed.  This was environmental work so the City would have an update as to know the status of the wetlands delineation.

Commissioner Puckett stated the airport has so very little room to put businesses there. 

Commissioner Christian asked if the City has a demand for hangers.

CM Evans stated yes, the City has missed quite a few opportunities because it did not have something already existing for companies to move.   

Commissioner Christian asked if the one the City just gave to EAA could have been used.
CM Evans stated no, these companies are looking for larger hangers, 10,000 square feet or more.  Those airports with vacant hanger space sitting there idle have an advantage over the City of Leesburg because there are not any vacant hanger space at our airport. 

Commissioner Polk asked about the Environmental Eval and Risk Review of 1325 W. Main Street. 
Commissioner Christian stated it was the old oil lube business on US Highway 27 and Main Street. 
Commissioner Knowles stated it was on the South East corner of Main Street and US Highway 27.
Commissioner Polk stated so the City paid for the evaluation.  CM Evans stated yes sir.
CM Evans stated the money was spent so the City would have information to bring to the Commission.  There would not have been much information if the money had not been spent to find out what was there.
Commissioner Puckett asked how much money was spent.
Commissioner Polk stated $4,000.00.
CITY ATTORNEY ITEMS:
Nothing

CITY MANAGER ITEMS:

City Manager (CM) Jay Evans asked Ray Sharp, Director of Public Works (DPW) to introduce Mr. DC Maudlin.  

DPW Ray Sharp introduced the new Senior Deputy Director of Public Works (SDDPW) DC Maudlin.   Mr. Maudlin is retired from the Army after 26 years with the Core of Engineers and worked for two different public works agencies and most recently has been with the State of Georgia heading up their construction program for the whole state.  Mr. Maudlin was selected out of a total field of about 40 applicants.  DPW Sharp stated he is very pleased to have him here.
Mayor Henderson welcomed Mr. Maudlin to Leesburg.

(SDDPW) Maudlin stated his first week has been great, despite the rain, and he is looking forward to working with everyone.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

None

ROLL CALL:

Commissioner Polk stated he was glad to see such large employee participation and clean up of Venetian Gardens last week.  There is still a long way to go, but it is looking better and at least we’ll have a little cleaned up for the 4th of July.  Mayor Henderson stated it was great that City staff did the clean up.
Commissioner Puckett – Nothing.
Commissioner Christian – Nothing.
Commissioner Knowles stated he received good phone calls Thursday about noon regarding the city employees working at Venetian Gardens and the work had just begun that morning, so the people of Leesburg are paying attention to what is going on. Commissioner Knowles stated he saw an odd machine cutting down weeds and watched it for about an hour.  He hopes the City can utilize it more to clean up one of our true jewels, the basin, and it did do a wonderful job.  On a happy dollar note, Commissioner Knowles was happy to lose a bet that Debby would become a full number one Hurricane this afternoon.  The City has had an opportunity to see what happens when we get a little bit of rain. He said he saw people out this morning at 7:00 am on Lake Shore Drive cleaning out storm drains and we’ve gotten a taste of what a hurricane might do.  Commissioner Knowles also stated he was glad to see storm preparations being done with this storm. 

Mayor Henderson stated City trucks do come out pretty quickly to check on the drains.
Commissioner Polk stated this was just a tropical storm and if a Hurricane hits, does the City have anyone on call for storms like this.  There were a lot of drains stopped up this weekend.  Of course City staff came around today, but yesterday was pretty intense. 
(DPW) Ray Sharp stated their department does have people on call in Water, Wastewater, and Stormwater, 24/7.  Stormwater and wastewater collection crews were out this weekend and they may have possibly missed something. 
Mayor Henderson reminded everyone of the pre-budget meeting Tuesday night at 5:00 p.m.  Mayor Henderson gave two letters to CM Evans: one from Lake Correctional, regarding a meeting in Clermont July 10th and asked if someone could attend in her place, and one from Aviation by Lake Apopka, to see if any Cities are interested in participating in their aviation program.  Mayor Henderson also stated she gave a speech Wednesday to the Rotary club on all the good things happening in Leesburg and gave credit to Robert Sargent, Public Information Office (PIO), for writing the speech.   Mayor Henderson stated she will email the speech to all commissioners.

ADJOURN:

Commissioner Puckett moved to adjourn the meeting and Commissioner                     Polk seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 6:26 p.m.









____________________________________









Mayor 

ATTEST:

________________________________________

Betty M. Richardson

City Clerk 

J. Andi Purvis _____________________________
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