[image: leesburg_logo_final_email]
	
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION
CITY COMMISSION CHAMBERS, CITY HALL
THURSDAY, JULY 19, 2012 4:30 P.M.
The Planning Commission of the City of Leesburg held its regular meeting Thursday, July 19, 2012, in the Commission Chambers at City Hall.  Chairman Roland Stults called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m.  The following Commission members were present:

Roland Stults
Jo Ann Heim
Donald Lukich
Charles Townsend
Clell Coleman
James Argento

City staff that was present included Dan Miller, Senior Planner, Dianne Pacewicz, Administrative Assistant II, and Amelia Serrano, Administrative Assistant II.  City Attorney Fred Morrison was also present. 

The meeting opened with an invocation given by Commissioner Jo Ann Heim and the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Dan Miller, Senior Planner, informed the audience of the rules of participation and the need to sign the speaker’s registry.  He also informed Commissioners and the audience of the City Commission meeting dates tentatively scheduled.

Amelia Serrano swore in staff as well as anyone wishing to speak.

MINUTES OF PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION MEETING FOR JUNE 21, 2012.

Commissioner Donald Lukich moved to APPROVE the minutes from the June 21, 2012 meeting. Commissioner Charles Townsend SECONDED the motion, which was PASSED by a unanimous voice vote of 6 to 0. 

NEW BUSINESS

1. PUBLIC HEARING CASE # CPA-12-67 – COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE CITY’S COMPREHENSIVE PLAN; ADDING OR ADOPTING REVISIONS TO THE FUTURE LAND USE, TRANSPORTATION, HOUSING, SANITARY SEWER, POTABLE WATER,  SOLID WASTE, DRAINAGE, AQUIFER RECHARGE, CONSERVATION, RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE, INTERGOVERMENTAL COORDINATION, CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS, AND AVIATION ELEMENTS OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN; ADOPTING AMENDMENTS TO THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN ARISING FROM CHANGES RESULTING FROM THE 2010 CENSUS; UPDATING THE FUTURE LAND USE MAP; CREATING NEW LAND USE DESIGNATIONS; REPEALING CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. (CITY COMMISSION DATE FOR TRANSMITTAL AND PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE HELD ON AUGUST 13, 2012)

Dan Miller entered and presented the exhibits into record.  The exhibit items included the departmental review summary, staff recommendations, executive summary, Chapter 1 future land use element sections A & B, Analysis of Census Data 2000-2010, and 2035 Future Land Use Map.

There were no substantive comments received from the departments. There were no public responses received for approval and no responses for disapproval.

The Planning & Zoning staff recommended the approval of the request for the following reasons: 

1.	Per Chapter 163 Florida Statutes, the City of Leesburg is required to create, adopt and maintain a Comprehensive Plan that addresses where residential and non-residential uses are located in their jurisdiction.
2.	The City of Leesburg on September 22, 2003, by Ordinance Number 03-90, adopted a Comprehensive Plan which incorporated a Future Land Use Element setting forth the goals, objectives, and policies to guide and direct future development and growth to 2020.
3.  	The City Commission has determined that it is in the best interest of the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of the City of Leesburg, to adopt a new revised Comprehensive Plan as required by state statues to govern land use and development through the year 2035.

4.	The recommended changes are consistent with Chapter 163 Florida Statutes and the current adopted City’s 2020 Comprehensive Plan.

Action Requested:
1.	Vote to approve the recommendation to amend the Comprehensive Plan as proposed by staff and forward to the City Commission for consideration.
Greg Beliveau, of Land Planning Group, is the City’s consultant for this Comprehensive Plan amendment.  He was present to answer any questions and provide additional information.

Mr. Beliveau stated that 18 months ago, the State of Florida amended the Growth Management Act.  In doing so, several changes were made to streamline the comp plan with some options as to what can be removed from the comp plan.  There are previous Department of Community Affairs requirements in the old comp plan that our new legislature feels are unnecessary.  

A lot of the areas annexed in the southern part of the city were brought in and are now classified as mixed use.  The whole purpose is to provide residential and commercial mixes so that people who live here won’t have to drive outside of the community to travel for employment.  

Other major items are multi levels of service.  There are levels of services for roads, and now sidewalks.  The new trail that was just approved has a level of service, as does the sidewalks in town.  Standards have also been created for sidewalks (ex. are they on both sides of the street).  For the recreation element, the state allowed us to the remove the level of service requirements under recreation.  Mr. Beliveau also said that the state also removed the education element from the plan.

Greg Beliveau went over the Census Data from 2000-2010.  He noted that the trend is that the working people and those with kids have increased.  Lake County is the only county that is not closing down schools.  Ages 25-54 are the growth categories that Leesburg is experiencing.  In the past, the retirement communities were what was growing.  Today, people are going to be turning to the city for their amenities.  He said that they have different expectations as to what a community should provide.  

Another tell-tale sign is where Leesburg fits economically.  Mr. Beliveau stated that we don’t fit very well.  Our median income is over $10,000 less than Lake County, the value of our houses are less than Lake County,  and Leesburg’s poverty level is above Lake County.  He said that we are not favorable when people start doing market research on retail and restaurants because of our demographic data. 

Mr. Beliveau said that the city is responding to do something about that.  We are one of the healthiest cities on the Land Use ratio.  For example, Clermont has 40 acres of Industrial.  Most of the people in Clermont work in Orlando.  They do not have a healthy mix of land use, as they are predominantly residential.

Mr. Beliveau is requesting a recommendation for approval of the Comprehensive Plan.  He said that under the new plan, they have reduced the number of ‘shalls’ and increased the number of ‘mays’.

Commissioner Coleman inquired as to whether the changes in this comp plan would be more user-friendly.  Mr. Beliveau said that it would.

Commissioner Coleman asked what level of service we are at.  Mr. Beliveau said that Leesburg is at a level D.

Greg Beliveau said that he went through the Capitol Improvement Budget and after going through it, he only left in water, sewer, stormwater, and roads, as that is the only thing that the State is concerned about.  The only part the state is going to adopt are the goals, objectives, and policies.

This was the end of the discussion and the voting then took place.

Commissioner Clell Coleman made a motion to APPROVE case # CPA-12-67 – COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE.  Commissioner Donald Lukich SECONDED the motion which, PASSED by a unanimous voice vote of 6 to 0.

DISCUSSION ITEM

There were no discussion items.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The next scheduled meeting date is August 16, 2012.

The meeting adjourned at 5:51 p.m.

				
       		___________________________________
		Roland Stults III, Chairperson				

           		_________________________________							                                 Jo Ann Heim, Vice Chairperson ____________________________________

Dianne Pacewicz, Administrative Assistant II
Planning Commission 		07/19/2012
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