MINUTES OF THE GREATER LEESBURG CRA MEETING HELD DECEMBER 12, 2011



MINUTES OF THE GREATER LEESBURG REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY
MONDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2011 5:00 PM

The Greater Leesburg Community Redevelopment Agency held a meeting Monday, December 12, 2011.  Chairperson Polk called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. with the following members present:
Commissioner Jerry Galbreath
Commissioner David Knowles
Commissioner John Christian
Commissioner Lewis Puckett
Chairperson Bill Polk

Also present were City Manager (CM) Jay Evans, City Clerk (CC) Betty Richardson, Temporary Deputy City Clerk (DCC) Yvette Brandt, the media and others.

Economic Development Director Ken Thomas gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.
 
ADOPTED RESOLUTION 23 OF THE GREATER LEESBURG COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY COMMISSION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A CONTRACT FOR SALE AND PURCHASE OF FAUNDA PROPERTY FOR A FUTURE MAGNOLIA TRAIL EXTENSION								

Commissioner Knowles introduced the resolution to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the resolution, as follows:

RESOLUTION OF THE GREATER LEESBURG COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, AUTHORIZING THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT FOR SALE AND PURCHASE WITH RICHARD E. FAUNDA AND ELIZABETH K. FAUNDA TO BE USED FOR FUTURE EXTENSION OF THE MAGNOLIA TRAIL WITH PAYMENT FOR THE PROPERTY WITH FUNDS FROM THE GREATER LEESBURG COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
Commissioner Knowles moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Galbreath seconded the motion.

Chairperson Polk requested comments from the Commission and from the public. 

Commissioner Christian expressed concern that the appraisal might be a little high and that the seller may have selected the appraiser.  Commissioner Knowles said he is comfortable with the appraisal and looks forward to the extension of the trail.  Commissioner Galbreath said that in his experience as a realtor, Larry King is a conservative appraiser.  

Commissioner Puckett asked if this land could be used for a road as well as a trail.  CM Evans said that this property is needed for the trail at a minimum but would also be necessary for a future road if it is built.  CM Evans said that grant funding for trails had been reduced in recent years.  CM Evans responded to Commissioner Christian that the funds for purchase of the Faunda property will be from CRA fund balance.

Commissioner Christian asked how King Appraisal was selected.  Deputy Director of Public Works Jimmy Feagle explained that a local appraiser was chosen that was mutually agreed upon by the seller and the City. 

The roll call vote was:
			Commissioner Galbreath			Yea
			Commissioner Christian			Nay
			Commissioner Knowles			Yea
			Commissioner Puckett			Yea
			Chairperson Polk				Yea

Four yeas, one nay, the Commission adopted the resolution.

ADOPTED RESOLUTION 24 OF THE GREATER LEESBURG COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY COMMISSION APPROVING THE RECLASSIFICATION OF FUNDS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2011-12 BUDGET; APPROPRIATING CERTAIN FUNDS TO SPECIFIC REDEVELOPMENT PROJECTS FOR THE SIGN GRANTS										

Commissioner Knowles introduced the resolution to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the resolution, as follows:

A RESOLUTION OF THE GREATER LEESBURG COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY APPROVING THE RECLASSIFICATION OF FUNDS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2011-12 BUDGET; APPROPRIATING CERTAIN FUNDS TO SPECIFIC REDEVELOPMENT PROJECTS; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Chairperson Polk requested comments from the Commission and from the public. 

Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.

Commissioner Christian asked about the cost of the sign presented.  Community Development Director (CDD) Bill Wiley responded that $16,000 would be set aside for matching funds for signs.  The sign in question would be an $8,000 contribution from the City.  

The roll call vote was:
			Commissioner Christian			Yea
			Commissioner Knowles			Yea
			Commissioner Galbreath			Yea
			Commissioner Puckett			Yea
Chairperson Polk				Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.
CDD Wiley also said that there had been discussion to not allow the cost of electronic signs to be included in the funds eligible for the City match.  Chairperson Polk said that Commission would consider that a later date.

ROLL CALL:

Commissioner Galbreath requested that funds being allocated from the CRA for maintenance and planning in the downtown area, including landscaping improvements. 

Commissioner Puckett - none

Commissioner Christian said that if the City had negotiated a better price for the Faunda property, that money could have been allocated to downtown improvements.

Commissioner Knowles - none

Chairperson Polk – none

Commissioner Christian moved to adjourn, Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.   The meeting adjourned at 5:20 p.m.
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