MINUTES OF THE CITY COMMISSION MEETING THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2014

MINUTES OF THE CITY COMMISSION MEETING

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2014
The City of Leesburg Commission held a meeting regarding the Tentative Millage and Budget Adoption Thursday, September 11, 2014, in the Commission Chambers at City Hall. 
Mayor Christian called the meeting to order at 5:07 p.m. with the following members present:

Commissioner Elise Dennison

Commissioner Jay Hurley

Commissioner Bill Polk

Mayor John Christian

Commissioner David Knowles was absent.  Also present were City Manager (CM) Al Minner, City Clerk (CC) Betty Richardson, City Attorney (CA) Fred Morrison, Deputy City Clerk (DCC) Andi Purvis, the news media, and others.

Mayor Christian gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.
PUBLIC HEARINGS AND NON-ROUTINE ITEMS:

Public Hearing on the proposed millage and proposed budget for Fiscal Year 2014-2015.

HEARD THE NAME OF THE TAXING AUTHORITY, THE ROLLED BACK RATE, AND THE MILLAGE RATE TO BE LEVIED________________________ 
Budget Manager (BM) Brandy McDaniel stated the Name of the Taxing Authority is the City of Leesburg, Florida.  The proposed Millage Rate of 4.3179 remains unchanged from the previous fiscal year and is 0.79% lower than the rolled back rate of 4.3521 mills:  the Millage Rate to be Levied: 4.3179 Mills per $1,000.
DISCUSSED THE PROPOSED AGGREGATE MILLAGE RATE_____________ 
BM McDaniel stated July 28, 2014, the Commission approved the current year rolled back millage rate of 4.3521 mills per $1,000.  Whereas, the proposed budget was developed using 4.3179 mills per $1,000.  Therefore, the current year proposed aggregate millage rate of 4.3179 mills per $1,000 represents a 0.79% reduction from the current year rolled back rate. Therefore, this is not considered a tax increase under TRIM guidelines.
REQUESTED COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC REGARDING THE TENTATIVE BUDGET









There were none.
ADOPTED RESOLUTION 9454 TENTATIVELY ADOPTING THE MILLAGE RATE OF 4.3179 PER $1,000 TAXABLE VALUE FOR FISCAL YEAR 2014-2015
Commissioner Polk introduced the resolution to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the resolution by title only, as follows:

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA TENTATIVELY ADOPTING 4.3179 MILLS AS THE FISCAL YEAR 2014-15 MILLAGE RATE FOR THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, REPRESENTING THE CURRENT YEAR PROPOSED AGGREGATE MILLAGE RATE OF 4.3179 MILLS WHICH IS 0.79% LESS THAN THE CURRENT YEAR ROLLED BACK RATE OF 4.3521; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Commissioner Dennison moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.   

Mayor Christian requested comments from the Commission and the audience.  There were none.
The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Dennison
Yes



Commissioner Hurley

Yes



Commissioner Polk

Yes
Mayor Christian

Yes
Four yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.
ADOPTED RESOLUTION 9455 TENTATIVELY ADOPTING THE FISCAL YEAR 2014-2015 BUDGET________________________________________________
Commissioner Hurley introduced the resolution to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the resolution by title only, as follows:

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, TENTATIVELY ADOPTING THE FISCAL YEAR 2014-15 BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Commissioner Polk moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Dennison seconded the motion.   

Mayor Christian requested comments from the Commission and the audience.  There were none.
The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Hurley

Yes



Commissioner Polk

Yes



Commissioner Dennison
Yes
Mayor Christian

Yes
Four yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution. 
ANNOUNCED THE TENTATIVELY ADOPTED MILLAGE RATE____________
BM McDaniel stated the tentatively adopted millage rate represents the current year proposed aggregate millage rate of 4.3179 mills per $1,000.

ESTABLISHED AND PUBLICLY ANNOUNCED THE DATE, TIME AND PLACE FOR THE PUBLIC HEARING TO FINALLY ADOPT THE MILLAGE RATE AND THE FISCAL YEAR 2014-2015 BUDGET




 
BM McDaniel stated the date to finally adopt the millage rate and the Fiscal Year 2014-2015 budget is scheduled for Monday, September 22, 2014, at 5:30 p.m.
CITY ATTORNEY ITEMS:  Nothing

CITY MANAGER ITEMS:  Nothing

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None
ROLL CALL:
Commissioner Dennison – nothing.
Commissioner Hurley thanked the Police and Fire Departments for their 9/11 ceremony this morning at the Police Station; it was a very nice tribute.  He also thanked everyone who attended, showed support, and reflected on the moment of silence.  Commissioner Hurley requested we keep all those families affected by that devastation in our prayers. 
Commissioner Polk thanked the City Manager for coming in, starting the budget, and working very hard for the City of Leesburg.  He thanked BM McDaniel, FD Spinelli, and all the Department Heads who worked very diligently in trying to get this budget where it needs to be.  He also appreciates all the good hard work the managers have done for the Commission and for the City of Leesburg.
Mayor Christian echoed Commissioner Polk’s sentiments and also thanked the Commission for its work with staff to present Leesburg a very good budget.  The City Manager did a great job with staff and he commended the Commission for asking good questions and finding the money needed to get things accomplished and keep Leesburg moving in the right direction.
ADJOURN:
Commissioner Dennison moved to adjourn the meeting and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 5:16 p.m.









____________________________________









Mayor 

ATTEST:

________________________________________

Betty M. Richardson - City Clerk 
J. Andi Purvis _____________________________

Recorder

