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MINUTES OF THE CITY COMMISSION MEETING
FEBRUARY 12, 2007
The City of Leesburg Commission held a regular meeting Monday, February 12, 2007, in the Commission Chambers at City Hall.    Mayor Lovell called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. with the following members present:

Commissioner Bill Polk
Commissioner John Christian
Commissioner David Knowles 
Commissioner Lewis Puckett

Mayor Sanna Henderson 
Others present were City Manager (CM) Ron Stock, City Clerk (CC) Betty Richardson, City Attorney (CA) Fred Morrison, Deputy City Clerk (DCC) Diane Gibson Smith, the news media, and others.

Commissioner Christian gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

APPROVED CITY COMMISSION MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD JANUARY 22, 2007











Commissioner Polk moved to approve the City Commission minutes of the regular meeting held January 22, 2007.  Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

PRESENTATIONS:
Fire Chief Dennis Sargent recognized Frank Demino for twenty years of service in the Fire Department.
PRESENTATION OF S*T*E*R*L*I*N*G* AWARDS TO TWENTY-EIGHT EMPLOYEES











CM Stock presented S*T*E*R*L*I*N*G* Awards to Deputy Public Works Director Jimmy Feagle and Fleet Manager Kevin Browning for the new Fleet Maintenance Building; Deputy City Clerk Diane Gibson Smith, Police Captain Mary (Ginny) Padgett, and Senior Systems Analyst Tino Anthony for work on the PTO Policy; Parks & Recreation Director (PRD) Bruce Ericson and Assistant Director of Parks & Recreation Troy Houtman for work on bringing Lightning Baseball to Leesburg and improving Community Relations; Risk Manager Dann Herrin and Deputy Finance Director Jerry Boop for saving the City money on its insurance program; a Customer Service/Cashier/Meter Reader 14-member Team for their work on Plantation Billing; and a five-member team from Parks & Recreation for work on Venetian Gardens Christmas Light designs. CM Stock noted the Sterling Award is presented to those who go above and beyond their normal duties to make an improvement within the City.   The award is presented once a year.

HEARD PRESENTATION ON COUNTY WIDE STRATEGIC ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PLAN BY KRISTEN BARTCH KNIGHT, MEMBER OF THE INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY







Kristen Bartch, member of the Industrial Development Authority (IDA), a County appointed board, stated the IDA was created to serve as a reservoir for items to go before the County Commission. Ms. Bartch stated she will be attending City Commission meetings to provide information on upcoming items concerning the county-wide strategic economic development plan.
HEARD PRESENTATION ON THE LAKE EXPRESS BY LAKE SUMTER METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR T. J. FISH

T. J. Fish, executive director of the Lake Sumter Metropolitan Planning Organization (LSMPO), distributed a map showing the fixed route bus service planned in and around the Leesburg area.  LSMPO developed a transit development plan which Lake County used to develop an operations plan.  Beginning in March, Leesburg will be the first city in the county to have a transit circulator in the city limits.  No additional taxpayer dollars are being requested to fund the transit circulator at this time. Additional bus routes will require funding from the City.  The buses come from federal funds.  After the first three months, charges will be $1 for adults and $0.50 for students and the elderly.  LSMPO is requesting $5,000 to help with the cost of advertising.
Linda Renn, a concerned citizen, questioned if there are any bus lanes to pick up people on the new roads.  TJ Fish stated DOT had already completed most of the US Highway 441 design prior to the Lake Express idea.  
HEARD HOUSING DEPARTMENT REPORT BY CITY OF LEESBURG HOUSING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR KEN THOMAS





Ken Thomas, Economic Development and Housing Director (EDHD), presented information on housing in Leesburg.  (Copy of presentation attached) EDHD Thomas stated finding developers to build affordable housing is difficult.  
Commissioner Christian questioned how the City can help.  EDHD Thomas stated the City can help through making vacant land accessible.  The Housing Department is working on a program for purchasing vacant land.  

CM Stock stated the Housing Program was developed after a community meeting several years ago.  Many homeowners in the neighborhoods were complaining about code enforcement when they really were complaining about non-owner occupied properties.  Much progress has been made through the Housing Program.
PROCLAMATIONS:  None

CONSENT AGENDA:

Pulled:  B2 (Skybolt Sublease)
 B3 (MEA Group Work Order #6)
 B5 (Tijuana Flats Burrito Company)
 B6 (St. Johns River Water Management District)
 B8 ( FDOT JPA amendment #4)
 B10 (E.R.G. Enterprises)
 B11 (Christian & Missionary Alliance Church)
Commissioner Puckett moved to approve the Consent Agenda except for items B2, B3, B5, B6, B8, B10, and B11.  Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.  The roll call vote was as follows:

Commissioner Christian

Yea

Commissioner Knowles

Yea

Commissioner Puckett


Yea

Commissioner Polk


Yea

Mayor Henderson 


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission approved the Consent Agenda as follows:

PURCHASING ITEMS:  None

RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION 7864
A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing execution of a Cancellation of Lease Agreement with John Francis, d/b/a Flying Colors of Leesburg, Inc. for space at Leesburg International Airport; and providing an effective date

RESOLUTION 7865
A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the execution of a Consent to Assignment of Ground Lease among the City of Leesburg, Highlands Centre and Angel Flight Southeast, Inc. for the purpose of consenting to the assignment from Highlands Centre to Angel Flight of a lease for premises at Leesburg International Airport; and providing an effective date.

RESOLUTION 7866
A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida endorsing the Lake County Transit Operations Plan (TOP) and providing a positive recommendation to the Lake County Community Transportation Coordinator (CTC) for the implementation of the fixed route bus service (hereby called the "Lakexpress") for the six cities adjoining the U.S. Highway 441 Corridor; and providing an effective date.  

RESOLUTION 7867
A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute a Utility Construction Reimbursement (Pioneering) Agreement with Highland Cassidy, LLC, relating to water main construction for Waterfront Estates, and providing an effective date.

RESOLUTION 7868
A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, accepting and approving a plat of Legacy of Leesburg - Unit 7 , a subdivision in a PUD (Planned Unit Development) District, within the City of Leesburg, Florida, generally located north of Highland Lakes subdivision, south of C.R. 48, and east of U.S. Hwy 27, lying in Sections 13 and 24, Township 20 South, Range 24 East and Section 18, Township 20 South, Range 25 East; and accepting and dedicating to the use of the public any easements or public places shown thereon as being dedicated to the public; and providing an effective date.
RESOLUTION 7869
A resolution of the City of Leesburg, urging members of the Florida Legislature to support the following issues during the 2007 Legislative Session. 

OTHER ITEMS:  None
ADOPTED RESOLUTION 7870 EXECUTING A CONSENT TO SUBLEASE AMONG SKYBOLT AEROMOTIVE CORPORATION, WILLIAM C. BROUGHAN (JET WAR BIRD MAINTENANCE) AND THE CITY OF LEESBURG





Commissioner Puckett introduced the resolution to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the resolution, by title only, as follows:

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing and directing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute a Consent to Sublease among the City of Leesburg, Skybolt Aeromotive Corporation and William C. Boughan d/b/a Jet War Bird Maintenance, LLC for the purpose of consenting to a sublease by Skybolt Aeromotive Corporation to Jet War Bird Maintenance, LLC of premises at Leesburg International Airport; and providing and effective date. 

Commissioner Polk moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Puckett seconded the motion.
The roll call vote was as follows:

Commissioner Knowles

Yea

Commissioner Puckett


Yea

Commissioner Polk


Yea

Commissioner Christian

Yea

Mayor Henderson 


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.
ADOPTED RESOLUTION 7871 AUTHORIZING WORK ORDER NO. 6 WITH THE MEA GROUP, INC. FOR WORK ON THE GENERAL AVIATION RAMP SPACE AT THE LEESBURG INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT






Commissioner Puckett introduced the resolution to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the resolution, by title only, as follows:

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute Work Order No. 6 with The MEA Group, Inc. for the design and engineering of general aviation ramp space at Leesburg International Airport; and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Polk moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Puckett seconded the motion.

Commissioner Polk stated the dollar amount listed for the design is high. Airport Manager (AM) Charlie Weller said the general aviation ramp must be built to rigorous standards.  Permitting through St. Johns River Water Management District is included in the cost.
Mayor Henderson requested comments from the public.  There were none.

The roll call vote was as follows:

Commissioner Puckett


Yea

Commissioner Polk


Nay

Commissioner Christian

Yea

Commissioner Knowles

Yea

Mayor Henderson 


Yea

Four yeas, one nay, the Commission adopted the resolution.

ADOPTED RESOLUTION 7872 EXECUTING AN AGREEMENT WITH TIJUANA FLATS BURRITO COMPANY FOR A PAYMENT METHOD ON UNPAID ELECTRIC UTILITY CHARGES










Commissioner Puckett introduced the resolution to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the resolution, by title only, as follows:

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an agreement with Tijuana Flats Burrito Company to provide a payment method to eliminate unpaid electric utility charges; and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Polk moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Christian seconded the motion.

Commissioner Polk stated there was an error on the City’s part and requested an explanation of how this occurred.
Finance Director Bill Pfeilsticker stated the account was not set up correctly in the computer system as one field that multiplies the meter reading was not set up.  Internal audits caught the problem.  FD Pfeilsticker stated he could not guarantee this problem will not happen again.
The roll call vote was as follows:

Commissioner Polk


Yea

Commissioner Christian

Yea

Commissioner Knowles

Yea

Commissioner Puckett


Yea

Mayor Henderson 


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.
ADOPTED RESOLUTION 7873 AUTHORIZING GRANT FUNDING FOR LAKE GRIFFIN WATER QUALITY IMPROVEMENT PROJECT WITH ST. JOHNS RIVER WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT








Commissioner Polk introduced the resolution to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the resolution, by title only, as follows:

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an agreement with St. Johns River Water Management District for grant funding for Lake Griffin Water Quality Improvement Project, City of Leesburg Stormwater Best Management Practices (Contract #SK465AA); and providing an effective date. 

Commissioner Polk moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Christian seconded the motion.

Commissioner Polk stated all his questions were answered earlier by CM Stock.

The roll call vote was as follows:

Commissioner Christian

Yea

Commissioner Knowles

Yea

Commissioner Puckett


Yea

Commissioner Polk


Yea

Mayor Henderson 


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.

ADOPTED RESOLUTION 7874 AUTHORIZING AMENDMENT #4 WITH FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR LANDSCAPING IMPROVEMENTS ALONG US HIGHWAY 441









Commissioner Polk introduced the resolution to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the resolution, by title only, as follows:

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute Amendment Number 4 with the State of Florida, Department of Transportation, Joint Partnerships Agreement extending the agreement for landscaping improvements on State Road 500/US 473; and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Polk moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Christian seconded the motion.

Commissioner Polk noted he discussed this with City Manager Stock.  This resolution provides additional time to use the grant funds.
Mayor Henderson requested comments from the public.  There were none.

The roll call vote was as follows:

Commissioner Knowles

Yea

Commissioner Puckett


Yea

Commissioner Polk


Yea

Commissioner Christian

Yea

Mayor Henderson 


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.

ADOPTED RESOLUTION 7875 AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT WITH E.R.G. ENTERPRISES, L.L.C. FOR CLEANING OF AIRPORT RETENTION PONDS


Commissioner Puckett introduced the resolution to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the resolution, by title only, as follows:

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an agreement with E.R.G. Enterprises, L.L.C. for the cleaning of airport retention ponds, pursuant to Bid No. 70081; and providing an effective date. 

Commissioner Polk moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Puckett seconded the motion.

Commissioner Puckett stated cleaning this pond out should be an easy job and not require this much money.  Commissioner Puckett stated he is not sure why the lower bid was not approved.  Purchasing Manager (PM) Mike Thornton stated the company which provided the lower bid provided 11 references of which four were government related.  Of the four checked, the company received one negative reference, two references did not respond, and one responded as not providing references.  
AM Weller stated the areas in question need a lot of dirt removed.  Birds flock around ponds with water so drainage is an issue.   Using people not trained in working on airport property carries risk.

Commissioner Christian questioned if any of the references were from airports.  PM Thornton stated only government agency references were contacted.  Responses from the references were inadequate to make a decision.  Risk to the City, safety aspects, and staff time were all important factors in making the decision.
Mayor Henderson requested comments from the public.  There were none.

The roll call vote was as follows:
Commissioner Puckett


Yea

Commissioner Polk


Yea

Commissioner Christian

Yea

Commissioner Knowles

Yea

Mayor Henderson 


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.

TABLED RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT FOR SALE AND PURCHASE WITH THE CHRISTIAN & MISSIONARY ALLIANCE CHURCH





City Manager Ron Stock requested this item be tabled indefinitely as many questions need to be answered.  

Commissioner Polk moved to table the resolution until adequate information is available.  Commissioner Puckett seconded the motion.
Commissioner Puckett stated some of the questions evolve around the price of the parcel.  CM Stock stated the appraisals need to be reviewed to make certain the price is correct.  Property trading is a part of this purchase so further review is needed.
Commissioner Polk stated this property could be used for a second ingress/egress to the Public Works site even if the other properties are not available.

Deputy City Manager (DCM) Evans stated there are three other parcels and information is available on these three parcels.  The presentation will be made when the answers to the questions are found.  
A voice vote was taken.  The tabling of this item was approved by a voice vote of four to one, with Commissioner Christian voting nay.
PUBLIC HEARINGS:
ADOPTED ORDINANCE 07-04 ACCEPTING THE UTILITY EASEMENT FROM ELNORA S. WAITMAN










CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, accepting the utility easement from Elnora S. Waitman, as grantor, to the City of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located in Section 22, Township 19 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date.
Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the ordinance. Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.

Mayor Henderson requested comments.   There were none. 

The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Christian


Yea




Commissioner Knowles


Yea




Commissioner Puckett


Yea




Commissioner  Polk



Yea




Mayor Henderson



Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 07-05 ACCEPTING THE UTILITY EASEMENT FROM CHRISTINE S. LONG










CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida,  accepting the utility easement from Christine S. Long, as grantor, to the City of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located in Section 22, Township 19 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the ordinance. Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.

Mayor Henderson requested comments.   There were none. 

The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Knowles


Yea




Commissioner Puckett


Yea




Commissioner Polk
 


Yea




Mayor Henderson



Yea




Commissioner Christian


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 07-06 ACCEPTING THE UTILITY EASEMENT FROM CHRISTINE S. LONG










CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, accepting the utility easement from Christine S. Long, as grantor, to the City of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located in Section 22, Township 19 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date.
Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the ordinance. Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.

Mayor Henderson requested comments.   There were none. 

The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Puckett


Yea




Commissioner Polk
 


Yea




Commissioner Christian


Yea




Commissioner Knowles


Yea




Mayor Henderson



Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 07-07 ACCEPTING THE UTILITY EASEMENT FROM MARY K. WILLIAMS










CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida,  accepting the utility easement from Mary K. Williams, as grantor, to the City of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located in Section 22, Township 19 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the ordinance. Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.

Mayor Lovell requested comments.   There were none. 

The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Polk



Yea




Commissioner Christian


Yea




Commissioner Knowles


Yea




Commissioner Puckett


Yea




Mayor Lovell




Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 07-08 ACCEPTING THE UTILITY EASEMENT FROM SAMUEL AUGUSTUS CREW









CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida,  accepting the utility easement from Samuel Augustus Crew, as grantor, to the City of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located in Section 22, Township 19 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the ordinance. Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.

Mayor Lovell requested comments.   There were none. 

The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Christian


Yea




Commissioner Knowles


Yea




Commissioner Puckett


Yea




Commissioner Henderson 


Yea




Mayor Lovell




Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 07-09 ACCEPTING THE UTILITY EASEMENT FROM DOROTHY L. WADE










CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida,  accepting the utility easement from Dorothy L. Wade as grantor, to the City of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located in Section 22, Township 19 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the ordinance. Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.

Mayor Lovell requested comments.   There were none. 

The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Knowles


Yea




Commissioner Puckett


Yea




Commissioner Henderson 


Yea




Commissioner Christian


Yea




Mayor Lovell




Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 07-10 ACCEPTING THE UTILITY EASEMENT FROM SAMUEL MCWHITE










CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida,  accepting the utility easement from Samuel McWhite, as grantor, to the City of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located in Section 22, Township 19 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date.
Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the ordinance. Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.

Mayor Henderson requested comments.   There were none. 

The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Puckett


Yea




Commissioner Polk
 


Yea




Commissioner Christian


Yea




Commissioner Knowles


Yea




Mayor Henderson



Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 07-11 ACCEPTING THE UTILITY EASEMENT FROM RONALD C. SULLIVAN AND TRUDY L. SULLIVAN






CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida,  accepting the utility easement from Ronald C. Sullivan and Trudy L. Sullivan as grantor, to the City of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located in Section 22, Township 19 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the ordinance. Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.

Mayor Henderson requested comments.   There were none. 

The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Polk
 


Yea




Commissioner Christian


Yea




Commissioner Knowles


Yea




Commissioner Puckett


Yea




Mayor Henderson



Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 07-12 ACCEPTING THE UTILITY EASEMENT FROM ETTA M. SIRMONS










CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida,  accepting the utility easement from Etta M. Sirmons, as grantor, to the City of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located in Section 22, Township 19 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the ordinance. Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.

Mayor Henderson requested comments.   There were none. 

The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Christian


Yea




Commissioner Knowles


Yea




Commissioner Puckett


Yea




Commissioner Polk
 


Yea




Mayor Henderson



Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 07-13 ACCEPTING THE UTILITY EASEMENT FROM ALTHEA J. ARNOLD










CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida,  accepting the utility easement from Althea J. Arnold, as grantor, to the City of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located in Section 22, Township 19 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the ordinance. Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.

Mayor Henderson requested comments.   There were none. 

The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Knowles


Yea




Commissioner Puckett


Yea




Commissioner Polk
 


Yea




Commissioner Christian


Yea




Mayor Henderson



Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 07-14 ACCEPTING THE UTILITY EASEMENT FROM ALENE SMART











CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida,  accepting the utility easement from Alene Smart, as grantor, to the City of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located in Section 22, Township 19 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the ordinance. Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.

Mayor Henderson requested comments.   There were none. 

The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Puckett


Yea




Commissioner Polk
 


Yea




Commissioner Christian


Yea




Commissioner Knowles


Yea




Mayor Henderson



Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 07-15 ACCEPTING A QUIT CLAIM DEED FROM THE STATE OF FLORIDA, DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, FLORIDA'S TURNPIKE ENTERPRISE AT C.R. 470/TURNPIKE INTERCHANGE



CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, accepting a quit claim deed from the State of Florida, Department of Transportation, Florida Turnpike Enterprise, as grantor, to the City of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located in Section 8, Township 20 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date. 
Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the ordinance. Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.

Mayor Henderson requested comments.   There were none.
CM Stock stated when the turnpike was building the interchange at CR470, the City provided this property for access.  The Department of Transportation is now deeding the property back to the City. 

The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Polk
 


Yea




Commissioner Christian


Yea




Commissioner Knowles


Yea




Commissioner Puckett


Yea




Mayor Henderson



Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 07-16 REPEALING SECTION 8-36 OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF ORDINANCES REGARDING COMMUNICATIONS FRANCHISE FEES

CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, repealing section 8–36 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Leesburg, Florida; pertaining to franchise fees; repealing conflicting ordinances; providing a savings clause; and providing an effective date.  
Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the ordinance. Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.

Mayor Henderson requested comments.   There were none. 

The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Christian


Yea




Commissioner Knowles


Yea




Commissioner Puckett


Yea




Commissioner Polk
 


Yea




Mayor Henderson



Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 07-17 REPEALING 25-452(E)OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES PERTAINING TO NATURAL GAS MAIN INSTALLATIONS AND PROVIDING FOR RENUMBERING OF 25-452(F) TO ACCOMMODATE THIS REPEAL; AMENDING AND RECODIFYING §25 - 501 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES TO INCORPORATE THE PROVISIONS OF REPEALED §25 - 452(E) AND PLACE THE AMENDED SECTION IN THE CODE OF ORDINANCES AS NEWLY CREATED §22-7










CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, repealing §25 – 452(e) of the Code of Ordinances, pertaining to natural gas main installation, and providing for renumbering of §25 – 452(f) to accommodate this repeal; amending and recodifying §25 – 501 of the Code of Ordinances to incorporate the provisions of repealed §25 – 452(e) and to place the amended section in the Code of Ordinances as newly created §22 – 7; repealing conflicting ordinances; providing a severance clause; and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Polk moved to adopt the ordinance. Commissioner Puckett seconded the motion.

CM Stock stated this section is being moved from Land Use to the Utility Section of the Code of Ordinance Book.
Mayor Henderson requested comments.   There were none. 

The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Knowles


Yea




Commissioner Puckett


Yea




Commissioner Polk
 


Yea




Commissioner Christian


Yea




Mayor Henderson



Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 07-18 REZONING APPROXIMATELY 77 ACRES GENERALLY LOCATED SOUTH OF DIXIE AVENUE AND EAST OF JUNE DRIVE, IN 25-19-24, FROM CITY R-3 (HIGH DENSITY RESIDENTIAL) WITH A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT TO CITY PUD (PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT), SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS CONTAINED IN EXHIBIT A (LAKE PORT SQUARE)

CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, rezoning approximately 77 acres generally located south of Dixie Avenue and east of June Drive, lying in Section 25, Township 19 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida, from City R-3 (High Density Residential) with a conditional use permit to City PUD (Planned Unit Development), subject to conditions contained in Exhibit A; and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the ordinance. Commissioner Puckett seconded the motion.

Community Development Director Laura McElahnon stated the original conditional use permit states a traffic light must be placed on Dixie Avenue once approved by the Department of Transportation.  The Department of Transportation has determined the area does not satisfy all the warrants for a traffic signal and thus one is not necessary at this time.  The developer will need to reapply for a traffic signal at a later time if additional warrants are met.

Mayor Henderson requested comments.   There were none. 

The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Puckett


Yea




Commissioner Polk
 


Yea




Commissioner Christian


Yea




Commissioner Knowles


Yea




Mayor Henderson



Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.

FIRST READING OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE FISCAL YEAR 2006-07 BUDGET TO PROVIDE FOR CARRYOVER FUNDS FOR PROJECTS NOT COMPLETED IN THE 2005-06 BUDGET YEAR FOR THE GENERAL, STORMWATER, CAPITAL PROJECTS, GAS, WATER, AND WASTEWATER FUNDS
 
Commissioner Polk introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida amending the Fiscal Year 2006-07 Budget to provide for carryover funds for projects not completed in the 2005-06 Budget Year for the General, Stormwater, Capital Projects, Gas, Water, and Wastewater funds; and providing an effective date.

CM Stock stated this is a yearly housekeeping ordinance.  Three types of projects are carried over:  purchase orders for items not received, contracts that require more than a year to complete, and projects that may not have been started to but need to be done.

Mayor Henderson questioned the carryover of the Dog Park. RPD  Bruce Ericson stated not all of the bills came through on this project prior to the end of the last fiscal year.   
CM Stock  noted staff is conservative on carryover dollars.
Commissioner Polk questioned where the funds were coming from for these carryover items.  FD Pfeilsticker stated the funds are encumbered and can be found in the bank. 
Mayor Henderson requested comments from the public.  There were none.
APPROVED PURCHASE FROM VERMEER SOUTHEAST SALES FOR A STUMP CUTTER FOR THE FLEET MANAGEMENT DIVISION (ASSIGNED TO RECREATION DEPARTMENT FOR DAILY USE) FOR $45,213.00



 
CM Stock stated the size of the stump cutter came under question at the last Commission meeting.  Commissioner Polk has located a larger stump cutter and is recommending the City purchase the larger model.  The larger model does have two safety features -  remote operation and rubber tracks.  
Commissioner Puckett moved to purchase the larger stump cutter model.  Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.

Commissioner Christian questioned where the extra money will come from.  RPD Ericson stated the Recreation Department will be using the equipment.  He noted the importance of accepting this grant and being eligible for future grants.   The grant amount is $15,520.00.  Parks and Electric had each budgeted $6,700 for this purchase.  The remainder of the funds will come from Fleet’s budget.  
Commissioner Christian questioned how the stump grinder will be used once all the stumps are gone? RPD Ericson stated not all the stumps will be ground at one time and the grinder will be  useful in the future.  
Mayor Henderson suggested borrowing a stump grinder instead of buying one.  CM Stock stated the number staff was given for renting a stump grinder and crew was higher than buying.  
The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Polk
 


Yea




Commissioner Christian


Nay




Commissioner Knowles


Yea




Commissioner Puckett


Yea




Mayor Henderson



Nay

Three yeas, two nays, the Commission approved the purchase of the larger stump grinder.

CITY ATTORNEY ITEMS:  None
CITY MANAGER ITEMS:
1.
CM Stock stated a hand written set of notes were received from Jim Dunnagan who is a police detective and Chairman of the Board of the Police Officers 185 Retirement Fund.  Several comments of interest not included in the newspaper are: “exploring options with Mr. Stock and the City Commission for a mutually beneficial resolution” and “I have full confidence the situation will be resolved amicably between the entities.”  

2.
CM Stock stated he requested and received a letter from Purvis Gray in response to an article in The Sentinel.  The City Attorney will be requesting a full retraction from The Sentinel for the article that ran as the information stated in the article was fully disclosed at a City Commission meeting in July.  CM Stock noted the particular problem noted has been in the books since 1996 (the installation of the software).  CM Stock stated the Finance Department has managed to keep the books and keep them straight.
ROLL CALL:
Commissioner Christian – stated he read the article Sunday and the majority of comments he hears from his district are about the City being broke.  Commissioner Christian states he takes the comments seriously.  Commissioner Christian questioned the City’s options regarding the Chapter 185 Pension Fund.   CM Stock stated actuarial studies are supposed to be done every three years to determine the liability of the plan, funding for the plan, determine how much money is funded in the plan, identify the difference, subtract the amount contributed by the State and the employees, and the calculated balance is to be given by the City.  CM Stock stated he has agreed to pay the 2006 contribution but not the 2007.  The full matter will be brought before the Commission in April.  The 2006 amount will be authorized at the next City Commission meeting.  Commissioner Christian stated Administration needs to be sensitive to the needs of the employees. 
Commissioner Christian requested information on the charter school situation.  CM Stock stated School Board Member Scott Strong put Dabney School usage on the School Board’s work session.  The lawyer for the School Board will not negotiate a lease with City as the lawyer states  no authority has been given to negotiate the lease.    A discussion and vote of continuing with the charter school idea is being placed on the February 26th City Commission meeting.  Commissioner Christian questioned if staff has received any information from the School Board on renovating Dabney  CA Morrison stated the closing of Dabney was done due to numbers of enrollment, not needing to bring the school up to code.
Commissioner Knowles – stated the City may decide not to do the charter school.  Only  small expenditures have been made so far.  Commissioner Knowles stated his concern is there is no capacity in the adjoining territories for Leesburg to get other school stations.
Commissioner Puckett  – None

Commissioner Polk – asked CA Morrison questions regarding contribution to the Police 185 Pension Fund.  CA Morrison stated the  City must contribute but the calculation has not been done based on Florida Statutes.  CA Morrison noted the City should get a credit for excess amount paid.  CM  Stock stated a vote on February 26th will be for the Police Pension contribution.  The workshop on February 19th will be for other discussing items.  Commissioner Polk questioned if the auditor will be at the 19th meeting.  CM Stock stated no. 

Mayor Henderson – stated school capacity is good in middle and high schools, but not in elementary.  
Mayor Henderson stated she is concerned about the Sleepy Hollow and US Highway 441 intersection.   CDD McElhanon stated the project is to start as early as April and finish in 180 days.  Commissioner Puckett stated the problem is there are too many cars so a bridge is needed.  Environmental Services and Public Works Director Ray Sharp stated part of the problem at the intersection is the lights are on a timer, not a loop.  Once this construction project is completed, the lights should work better. 
Mayor Henderson commended the departments for sending help to Lady Lake and other areas in the tornado aftermath.  
Commissioner Knowles moved to adjourn the regular meeting. Commissioner Puckett seconded the motion and the regular meeting adjourned at 8:08 p.m.   
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