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MINUTES OF THE CITY COMMISSION MEETING
MARCH 12, 2007
The City of Leesburg Commission held a regular meeting Monday, March 12, 2007, in the Commission Chambers at City Hall.    Mayor Pro-Tem Knowles called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. with the following members present:

Commissioner Bill Polk
Commissioner John Christian
Commissioner Lewis Puckett

Mayor Pro-Tem David Knowles
Mayor Sanna Henderson and City Manager Ron Stock were absent.  Others present were Deputy City Manager (DCM) Jay Evans, City Clerk (CC) Betty Richardson, City Attorney (CA) Fred Morrison, Deputy City Clerk (DCC) Pamela Violette, the news media, and others.

Commissioner Christian gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

APPROVED CITY COMMISSION MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 26, 2007 AND A WORKSHOP HELD FEBRUARY 19, 2007.



Commissioner Puckett moved to approve the City Commission minutes of the regular meeting held February 26, 2007.  Commissioner Christian seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. Commissioner Polk moved to approve the minutes of the workshop held February 19, 2007.  Commissioner Puckett seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

PRESENTATIONS:
Environmental Services Director Ray Sharp recognized Zachary (Terry) Williams for twenty years of service in Public Works.

HEARD AND APPROVED REQUEST TO PLACE CORNERSTONE PLAQUE AT NEW LIBRARY FROM JOE PRICE, LEESBURG MASONIC LODGE #58 F&AM


Joe Price, Leesburg Masonic Lodge #58, said the Masonic Lodge members donated money for a flagpole at the new library and had a flag flown over the capital that will be presented to the library. Mr. Price said the Masonic Lodge is asking permission to continue a long tradition of placing a cornerstone at the new library. 
Commissioner Puckett asked about the placement of the cornerstone. DCM Evans explained the plaque will be located in the northeast corner of the walkway in the bell tower.

Mayor Pro-Tem Knowles noted the placement of the cornerstone is a historic tradition the Masons provide.

Commissioner Puckett moved to allow the Leesburg Masonic Lodge #58 to place a cornerstone plaque at the new library.  Commissioner Polk seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 

PROCLAMATIONS:
PRESENTED CERTIFICATE RECOGNIZING LARRY E. TAYLOR FOR 26 YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE









Mayor Pro-Tem Knowles read and presented the proclamation to Mr. Taylor.
CONSENT AGENDA:

Commissioner Puckett moved to approve the Consent Agenda and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.  The roll call vote was as follows:

The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Christian


Yea




Commissioner Puckett


Yea




Commissioner Polk



Yea




Mayor Pro-Tem Knowles


Yea

 Four yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the Consent Agenda.

PURCHASING ITEMS:
Purchase Requisition #37867 to Coleman Technologies for computer network switch hardware for the Information Technology Department to be installed at the new Leesburg Public Library for $54,098.70.

RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION 7884
A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute a Logo License Agreement with Z-Coffee Corporation; and providing an effective date.
RESOLUTION 7885
A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute a Lease Agreement with Hurley Properties, LLC for space at Leesburg International Airport; and providing an effective date.

RESOLUTION 7886
A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to rescind the amendment to Change Order No. 1 with Censtate Contractors, Inc. for a change order to Purchase Order #521747 previously approved by Resolution 7881 at the February 26, 2007, Commission meeting; and providing an effective date.  
RESOLUTION 7887
A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute Amendment No. 1 to Task Order No. 3 to Boyle Engineering; and providing an effective date.
OTHER ITEMS:
Set Commission Workshops for Bonding Alternatives on April 2, 2007 and Capital Improvement Plan review on May 7, 2007
PUBLIC HEARINGS:
ADOPTED ORDINANCE 07-20 REZONING APPROXIMATELY .26 ACRES NORTH OF WEST MAIN STREET, LYING EAST OF NORTH OAKLAND STREET AND WEST OF NORTH MOSS STREET, IN SECTION 27 -19-24, FROM CITY R-2 (MEDIUM DENSITY RESIDENTIAL) TO RP (RESIDENTIAL PROFESSIONAL).
 










 

CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of  Leesburg, Florida, rezoning approximately .26 acres generally located north of West Main Street, lying east of North Oakland Street and west of North Moss Street, lying in Section 27, Township 19 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida, from City R-2 (Medium Density Residential) to RP (Residential Professional); and providing an effective date.
Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the ordinance. Commissioner Puckett seconded the motion.

Mayor Pro-Tem Knowles requested comments.   There were none. 

The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Puckett


Yea




Commissioner Polk 



Yea




Commissioner Christian


Yea




Mayor Pro-Tem Knowles 


Yea

 Four yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE REZONING APPROXIMATELY .5 ACRES NORTHEAST OF THE INTERSECTION OF EUCLID AND DIXIE AVENUE IN SECTION 26-29-24 FROM CITY R-2 MEDIUM DENSITY RESIDENTIAL) TO RP (RESIDENTIAL PROFESSIONAL)








Commissioner Puckett introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, rezoning approximately .5 acres generally located at the northeast corner of the intersection of Euclid and Dixie Avenue, lying in Section 26, Township 19 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida, from City R-2 (Medium Density Residential) to RP (Residential Professional); and providing an effective date.
Mayor Pro-Tem Knowles requested comments from the public.

Commissioner Polk asked the location of this property.  CA Morrison said the property is across from the restaurant and barbershop on Euclid Avenue.
Commissioner Christian asked if the building will be demolished and if there are any code enforcement violations on the property.  Steve Stapleton, applicant, said the building will be demolished, probably within 30 days after rezoning, and there are not any code enforcement violations. 

HEARD REQUEST FOR THE CITY TO APPROVE FUNDING FOR A SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER FOR BEVERLY SHORES ELEMENTARY SCHOOL FROM DENISE BURRY










 
Ms. Denise Burry read a statement as a concerned mother of seven children who have attended or will attend Beverly Shores Elementary School.  Ms. Burry said she is seeking funding for a City of Leesburg police officer to serve as a resource officer at Beverly Shores Elementary School. Ms. Burry’s daughter, who is in second grade, was harassed and bullied by a seven-year-old student.  Ms. Burry said her daughter’s situation has been resolved and she is now advocating for all the students at Beverly Shores Elementary School.  Ms. Burry said students have a right to feel safe and secure while in school and asked for the position of a resource officer to be filled immediately and the position to continue long term. Ms. Burry provided statistics and cost information to the Commissioners.  

Commissioner Puckett said he has received calls concerning Beverly Shores Elementary School regarding children who cannot be expelled and have to be kept in school.  Ms. Burry said Beverly Shores Elementary School is now the Emotional Handicap (EH) Hub for Beverly Shores Elementary and Leesburg Elementary children. 
Commissioner Christian said he has two children at Beverly Shores. If Beverly Shores is the EH Hub, the School Board should provide additional assistance to the campus.  Commissioner Christian said he has a serious problem placing a police officer in an elementary school because of the perception of the school personnel not being in control of the campus and he does not want to label the school or the neighborhood.  Ms. Burry said the resource officer will not be in the school to break up fights, but to set a good example, be a mentor, and provide a proactive step in the right direction to solve some of the problems in the school.  Commissioner Christian said the teachers should be mentors and take control.  
Mayor Pro-Tem Knowles advised the Sheriff’s Department contracted with the School Board to supply security and the Leesburg Police Department is a first responder to emergencies. Mayor Pro - Tem Knowles, Commissioner Polk, and Commissioner Puckett agreed the appropriate procedure is to contact the School Board and Sheriff’s Department. Mayor Pro-Tem Knowles said the City of Leesburg currently has a hiring freeze and to provide a resource officer, an officer will have to be taken off the streets.  Ms. Burry said she is asking to add an officer and believes it is better to have a local officer in the school.

Commissioner Christian asked if the Leesburg Police Department has looked into putting a part time officer in the School.  Does the City have an officer to put into the school instead of being out writing tickets?

Dennis Teasley, principal of Beverly Shores Elementary, said since he arrived at the school in July, a discipline plan has been put in place and progress is being made.  A resource officer will not be in the school to maintain law and order, but to be a positive role model.  A resource officer will be a proactive step and an investment in the children and the community.  
Mayor Pro-Tem Knowles asked Mr. Teasley to approach the Sheriff’s Office for a resource officer and report to the Commission.  Mr. Teasley said the school will do everything they can to contact the Sheriff’s Office, but agrees with Ms. Burry that these are Leesburg children and should have a Leesburg officer. 

Commissioner Polk said the Commission should draft a letter to the School Board and ascertain what funds are available for a resource officer. Commissioner Polk said these are Leesburg residents with a definite need and the Commission needs to take care of Leesburg residents.
DCM Evans said the Commission has been a good partner with the School Board in this issue.  An once equitable relationship with the School Board became less equitable over time.  Costs for a resource officer increased and contributions from the School Board did not.  After approaching the School Board for more funding, the Sheriff’s Department took over the program to provide resource officers in the schools.
Residents and teachers expressed concerns about the safety and security of the children and their request to have a resource officer at Beverly Shores Elementary School:  Gail Burry, Gayle Townsend, Chad Watkins, and Kristin Strem.
Mayor Pro-Tem Knowles asked DCM Evans to write a letter to the Sheriff’s Department and School Board to request funding for a resource officer or to provide a resource officer.  DCM Evans said with Commission direction, staff will work with Ms. Burry and other interested parties in approaching the School Board and the Sheriff’s Department to come to a resolution.  The Commissioners voiced their approval to contact the School Board and Sheriff’s Department concerning a resource officer.
Commissioner Christian asked Police Chief (PC) Bill Chrisman if the City of Leesburg has an available resource officer for the rest of the school year during negotiations with the School Board and Sheriff’s Department.  PC Chrisman said the Police Department is short staffed and it will be very difficult to provide an officer. A full time officer will have to be pulled off the road or overtime provided for a part time position.  A part time position may be possible, but the position will be not be filled with the same officer every day.  Commissioner Puckett said we need to think permanent.  

CA Morrison said legally Leesburg cannot place an officer in the school without an interlocal agreement with the School Board.  

PC Chrisman said he wanted to clarify one point. If the Leesburg Police Department is asked to have a police officer go onto the campus or anywhere else in their official capacity as a police officer, the officer will be armed.  Commissioner Christian asked PC Chrisman his opinion of the situation at Beverly Shores.  PC Chrisman said Ms. Burry and the Commission are right to be passionate about the children; he is passionate about the children of Leesburg and Beverly Shores Elementary School, but Leesburg has important needs on the street.  Crime is on the increase in Central Florida and it will be irresponsible to take any resources away from the road.  If the Commission approves a resource officer, it will have to be a new position.
Commissioner Polk asked DCM Evans when the Commission will receive a report concerning the information from the School Board and Sheriff’s Department.  DCM Evans said a report will be back to the Commission within a month depending upon available schedules of staff, School Board, and Sheriff’s Department.
CITY ATTORNEY ITEMS:  None
CITY MANAGER ITEMS:  None

ROLL CALL:  
Commissioner Christian - commended the staff at Beverly Shores for coming forward and Ms. Burry for her perseverance.  The Commission has a tough decision to make and hopes the staff at Beverly Shores did not take any comments in a negative tone. Commissioner Christian said he is in contact with the students and knows being a teacher is a difficult job. He hopes City staff will be proactive working with the staff at Beverly Shores. Commissioner Christian said the Commission needs to be aware of the problem and the problem will grow if nothing is done. It will be hard to take resources off the street and put them in the schools. Commissioner Christian encouraged all the students, parents, grandparents, and teachers to stay involved and continue to do what is needed to make Beverly Shores a great school.  
Commissioner Puckett: None
Commissioner Polk – thanked everyone for attending the meeting concerning Beverly Shores and said the City Commissioners should look into the situation. The children are what it is all about, the need to take care of them, and address the needs immediately.

Mayor Pro-Tem Knowles: - glad everyone is interested in children and all the children in Leesburg.  Wish them safety and glad some problems have been alleviated.

Commissioner Puckett moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Christian seconded the motion and the meeting adjourned at 6:50 p.m.   








______________________________ 









Mayor

ATTEST:

__________________________________
City Clerk

_____Pamela M. Violette
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