MINUTES OF THE MAY 14, 2007 CITY COMMISSION MEETING




MINUTES OF THE CITY COMMISSION MEETING

MAY 14, 2007

The City of Leesburg Commission held a regular meeting Monday, May 14, 2007, in the Commission Chambers at City Hall.    Mayor Henderson called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. with the following members present:

Commissioner Bill Polk

Commissioner David Knowles 

Mayor Sanna Henderson

Commissioners John Christian and Lewis Puckett were not present.  Others present were Interim City Manager (ICM) Jay Evans, City Clerk (CC) Betty Richardson, City Attorney (CA) Fred Morrison, Deputy City Clerk (DCC) Diane Gibson Smith, the news media, and others.

Pastor Arthur Middleton, Sr., Mt. Calgary Baptist Church, gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

APPROVED CITY COMMISSION MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD APRIL 23, 2007












Commissioner Polk moved to approve the City Commission minutes of the regular meeting held April 23, 2007.  Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

PRESENTATIONS:

A. Neither Melyssa Roe (Police Department) nor David Wilson (Information Technology)   was able to attend the meeting.  The presentations will be rescheduled.

B. Mayor Henderson presented Pastor Arthur Middleton, Sr. a Distinguished Service Award for his community service and vision in the rebuilding of Heritage Estates.

C. Bobby Grenier, president of the Lake County Historical Society, presented the City of Leesburg the first Lake County Historical Society Municipality Award.

HEARD A REPORT ON MYREGION.ORG BY MAYOR SANNA HENDERSON



Mayor Henderson reviewed information from Myregion.org on the type of municipality Leesburg is expected to be in 50 years.  Currently, Leesburg is considered a town (10,000 – 29,999 population).  In 50 years, Leesburg will be a small city (30,000 - 49,999 population).  The Commissioners agreed.  

HEARD PRESENTATION ON THE WATER SUPPLY PLANNING PRELIMINARY DESIGN REPORT BY ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES/PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR RAY SHARP













ES/PWD Sharp distributed a handout on the Alternative Water Supply Project Preliminary Design Maximum Cost Estimates (copy attached). He noted 2013 is the date the aquifer will no longer be able to sustain withdrawals.  After that date, an alternate water supply will be needed. ES/PWD Sharp reviewed the cost estimates based on various scenarios of participants.  The resolution presented under the Consent Agenda authorizes staff to budget for year one of  a three- year plan for  cost of the design.  (between $154,000 and $169,000). 

Commissioner Polk stated several entities dropped out of the design phase at the last Water Alliance Meeting.   Those entities will eventually be buyers of the water.

Mayor Henderson questioned the amount to be paid by the City.  ES/PWD Sharp stated the funding formula, as proposed, may not be in its final form.   The proposed formula includes allocations for participation cost, current usage, and future needs.

Commissioner Knowles stated he is concerned that past ideas included huge pipes to carry the water.  Commissioner Knowles stated he wants to make sure the projects don’t allow coastal cities to get water more cheaply.  Coastal cities should be included in these projects.  Commissioner Knowles noted some other nearby water bodies could be used.  

Commissioner Polk stated all the concerns voiced by Commissioner Knowles are being reviewed.  Commissioner Polk praised ES/PWD Sharp and his staff for the work done on this project.  This is a long-term project.

ES/PWD Sharp requested concerns and questions be forwarded to his office for inclusion in the packet being returned to St. Johns River Water Management District.

PROCLAMATIONS:

Mayor Henderson proclaimed May 13 through May 20, 2007 as Law Enforcement Week by reading the proclamation in its entirety.

CONSENT AGENDA:

Pulled:  B-1 (American Bass Anglers, Inc.)

Commissioner Knowles moved to approve the Consent Agenda except for item B.1. and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.  The roll call vote was as follows:

Commissioner Knowles

Yea

Commissioner Polk


Yea

Mayor Henderson 


Yea

Three yeas, no nays, the Commission approved the Consent Agenda as follows:

PURCHASING ITEMS:

1. Purchase Requisition #38178 for engineering services from Booth & Associates for the Electric Department

2. Purchase Requisition #38159 for a change order to an existing purchase order to Hewitt Power & Communications for the Environmental Services Department

RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION 7905

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an agreement with General Works, LLC for the removal and replacement of the roof at the Public Works Administration building; and providing an effective date.

RESOLUTION 7906

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, affirming Paul Kalv as the primary representative to Florida Municipal Power Agency and Florida Municipal Electric Association; appointing Jay Evans to the position of alternate representative to Florida Municipal Power Agency; and removing Ron Stock as the alternate representative to Florida Municipal Electric Association; and providing an effective date.  

RESOLUTION 7907

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg directing staff to budget appropriately for participation in the Preliminary Design Report process of Water Supply Planning; and providing an effective date.

RESOLUTION 7908

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute a Memorandum of Understanding with the State of Florida, Department of Transportation relating to traffic signal mast arm upgrades at the intersection of Martin Luther King Boulevard and US 441, and providing an effective date.

RESOLUTION 7909

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute a Memorandum of Understanding with the State of Florida, Department of Transportation relating to traffic signal mast arm upgrades for the portion of US 441 between Perkins Street and SR 44, and providing an effective date.

RESOLUTION 7910

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg authorizing SunTrust Bank to honor all checks, drafts, or other orders in the name of City of Leesburg Payroll Account, Central Claims Account, Venetian Cove Marina Account, and Flexible Spending Account; Authorizing SunTrust Bank to honor and charge the City Commission for all such orders for payment of money; designating the individuals authorized to issue orders for the payment of money on behalf of those described City of Leesburg accounts, and providing a sample of said individuals signature; and providing an effective date.

RESOLUTION 7911

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg revising and adopting Personnel Policy 211(F) regarding Mandatory Rest Period; and providing an effective date.

ADOPTED RESOLUTION 7912 AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT WITH AMERICAN BASS ANGLERS, INC. TO HOST THE 2007 AMERICAN FISHING TOUR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP NOVEMBER 2 – 10, 2007






Commissioner Polk introduced the resolution to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the resolution by title only, as follows:

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an agreement the American Bass Anglers, Inc to host the 2007 American Fishing Tour National Championship November 2 through November 10, 2007; and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Knowles moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.

Commissioner Polk asked if this item is in the budget.   ICM Evans stated this item is happening in the next fiscal year as the tournament occurs in November.  

Commissioner Polk questioned why the Chamber of Commerce or Partnership is not funding the event.

Bill Deese, independent contractor for the City of Leesburg, stated the Chamber of Commerce did fund the fishing tournaments from 2003 until 2006.  The new Chamber of Commerce administration decided not to fund the fishing tournaments.  The City felt the tournaments were important and contracted with Bill Deese to work on continuing to bring the fishing tournaments to Leesburg.  Mr. Deese stated all payments for this tournament are to be made two weeks after the tournament.  

Commissioner Knowles stated the fishing tournament showcases Leesburg.  

The roll call vote was as follows:

Commissioner Polk


Nay

Commissioner Knowles

Yea

Mayor Henderson


Yea

Two yeas, one nay, the Commission adopted the resolution.

MOVED TO RECONSIDER AND RE-APPROVED APPROPRIATION OF FORFEITURE FUNDS TO THE BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB FOR AAU BASKETBALL


Commissioner Polk moved to reconsider the appropriation of forfeiture funds to the Boys and Girls Club of Lake and Sumter Counties for AAU Basketball Teams.  Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

Commissioner Polk stated the City already provides a large amount of money to the Boys and Girls Clubs.

Police Chief (PC) Chrisman stated the funds to be allocated for the AAU Basketball Teams are forfeiture funds (recovered money from drug seizures).  This allocation is an approved usage of those funds.  PC Chrisman stated the AAU Basketball Teams must raise their own funds for events.

Commissioner Knowles moved to approve the appropriation of forfeiture funds for this purpose.  Commission Polk seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING THE UTILITY EASEMENT FROM LAKELAND LAND COMPANY, A FLORIDA CORPORATION





Commissioner Knowles introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, accepting the utility easement from Lakeland Land Company, as grantor, to the City of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located in Section 23, Township 19 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date.

Mayor Henderson requested comments from the public.  There were none.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING THE UTILITY EASEMENT FROM GORDON G. OLDHAM, III AS TRUSTEE








Commissioner Polk introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, accepting a utility easement from Gordon G. Oldham III, as trustee, as grantor, to the City of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located in Section 29, Township 19 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date.

Mayor Henderson requested comments from the public.  There were none.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING THE UTILITY EASEMENT FROM CRC PROPERTIES












Commissioner Knowles introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, accepting a utility easement from CRC Properties, as grantor, to the City of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located in Section 33, Township 18 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date.

Mayor Henderson requested comments from the public.  There were none.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING THE UTILITY EASEMENT FROM SHAKTI NARAIN AND BINDOO NARAIN








Commissioner Knowles introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida,  accepting the utility easement from Shakti Narain and Bindoo Narain, as grantor, to the City of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located in Section 14, Township 19 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date.

Mayor Henderson requested comments from the public.  There were none.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING THE UTILITY EASEMENT FROM ST. Johns River WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT







Commissioner Polk introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, accepting the utility easement from St Johns River Water Management District, as grantor, to the City of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located in Section 20, Township 19 south, Range 25 east, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Polk asked if this easement was within the ditch along US Highway 441.  CA Morrison stated this easement is to allow utilities be run to property owned by Dr. Coe.

Mayor Henderson requested comments from the public.  There were none.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE REZONING APPROXIMATELY 1.18 ACRES GENERALLY LOCATED ON EUCLID AVENUE AND 11TH STREET, IN SECTION 26-19-24 FROM CITY R-3 TO CIP ZONING, SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS CONTAINED IN EXHIBIT A










Commissioner Polk introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, rezoning approximately 1.18 acres generally located on Euclid Avenue and 11th Street, lying in Section 26, Township 19 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida, from City R-3 (High Density Residential) to CIP (Commercial/Industrial Planned) subject to conditions contained in Exhibit A; and providing an effective date.

Mayor Henderson noted the items were built prior to the rezoning being done.  

Commissioner Polk questioned how these units could be built prior to approval of the rezoning. ICM Evans stated there is a provision in the zoning code allowing structures on the property for up to 12 months prior to getting development orders in place.

Commissioner Knowles questioned if the City has any architectural reviews.  CA Morrison stated the Code does not have any provision for architectural review.  Certain areas within the historic district do have architectural controls in place.  This property is not located in the historic district.

Community Services Director (CSD) Laura McElhanon stated this is a planned district with less than 5 acres.    The conditions do contain some design requirements.  The land use is currently commercial, but the property is currently zoned high density residential.   

CA Morrison noted the Commission has the ability to approve, disapprove, or modify the usage.  A lower density can also be approved.  

Mayor Henderson questioned the wall stated in the conditions.  CSD McElhanon stated a solid wall is required along the north line of the property.  The other sides of the property will have wrought iron fencing with brick columns.

Mayor Henderson requested comments from the public.  There were none.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A WARRANTY DEED GIVEN BY BENJAMIN GARCIA, JR. AND RONALD L. HART, JR. FOR LAND IN SECTION 

22-19-25, LOT 11, LAKE HARRIS ESTATES








Commissioner Polk introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, accepting a warranty deed given by Benjamin Garcia, Jr., and Ronald L. Hart, Jr., as grantors, to the City of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located in Section 22, Township 19 south, Range 25 east, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date.

Mayor Henderson requested comments from the public.  There were none.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 22-181 PROVIDING FOR WAIVERS OF UTILITY DEPOSITS FOR VACANT NON-RESIDENTIAL ACCOUNTS TO REAL ESTATE BROKERS/AGENTS








Commissioner Knowles introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, amending Section 22-181 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Leesburg, Florida; pertaining to utility deposit policies; providing for a waiver of non-residential utility deposits for real estate agents and brokers licensed in this State; providing for a conflict; providing a savings clause; and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Polk requested an explanation of this ordinance.

ICM Evans advised staff received a request to waive the utility deposit for real estate agents so utilities can be turned on in order to sell the properties.  Utility deposits can create a hardship.  

Commissioner Polk questioned if the licensed real estate agent will pay for the electricity.  ICM Evans stated the agent will be responsible for the payment.

Commissioner Knowles questioned if a lien would be placed on the property at closing if the utilities were not paid. CA Morrison stated this was not included the ordinance as knowing when property closings occur is difficult until after the fact.  The request for being notified of when property closes can be included in the ordinance.  If an agent does not pay an utility bill, then that agent will be required to pay the deposit for future requests.

Commissioner Knowles questioned collecting the utility fees from the buyer.  CA Morrison stated new customers cannot be held responsible for the utility bills of the old customer.

Mayor Henderson requested comments from the public.  There were none.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE RETIREMENT PLAN FOR THE GENERAL EMPLOYEES FOR THE CITY OF LEESBURG, ADOPTED PURSUANT TO ORDINANCE NO. 03-57, AS SUBSEQUENTLY AMENDED; AMENDING SECTION 26 REEMPLOYMENT AFTER RETIREMENT AND ADDING SECTION 27, DEFERRED RETIREMENT OPTION PLAN








Commissioner Polk introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, amending the retirement plan for the general employees for the City of Leesburg, adopted pursuant to Ordinance No. 03-57, as subsequently amended; amending Section 26, Reemployment After Retirement; add Section 27, Deferred Retirement Option Plan; providing for codification; providing for severability of provisions; repealing all ordinances in conflict herewith and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Polk requested an explanation of the changes before the next meeting

Mayor Henderson requested comments from the public.  There were none.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 06-145 TO CORRECT A SCRIVENER'S ERROR IN THE LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF THE SERENBY FUTURE LAND USE MAP AMENDMENT FOR 127 ACRES ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF CR 48, EAST OF BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH ROAD, IN SECTION 18-20-25 FROM COUNTY URBAN EXPANSION TO CITY ESTATE RESIDENTIAL AND CONSERVATION (SERENBY - ZOLTAN, KENNEDY, SELWAY FARMS)



Commissioner Knowles introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, amending Ordinance No. 06-145 to correct a scrivener’s error in the legal description for the amendment to the comprehensive plan for the City of Leesburg, Florida, changing the future land use map designation of certain property containing approximately 127 acres and generally located on the south side of CR 48, east of Bethel Baptist Church Road, lying in Section 18, Township 20 south, Range 25 east, Lake County, Florida, from County Urban Expansion to City Estate Residential and Conservation; and providing an effective date (Serenby/Zoltan, Kennedy, Selway Farms)

Mayor Henderson requested comments from the public.  There were none.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 06-150 TO CORRECT A SCRIVENER'S ERROR IN THE LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF THE MOUKHTARA FUTURE LAND USE MAP AMENDMENT FOR 224 ACRES SOUTH AND EAST OF LEWIS ROAD, WEST OF CR 468, SECTIONS 17 AND 20-19-24 FROM COUNTY URBAN AND URBAN EXPANSION AND CITY INDUSTRIAL TO CITY ESTATE DENSITY RESIDENTIAL AND CONSERVATION (MOUKHTARA/TARA OAKS)













Commissioner Polk introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, amending Ordinance No. 06-150 to correct a scrivener’s error in the legal description for the amendment to the comprehensive plan for the City of Leesburg, Florida, changing the future land use map designation of certain property containing approximately 224 acres and generally located south and east of Lewis Road, west of CR 468, lying in Sections 17 and 20, Township 19 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida, from County Urban and Urban Expansion and City Industrial to City Estate Density Residential and Conservation; and providing an effective date (Moukhtara/Tara Oaks).

Mayor Henderson requested comments from the public.  There were none.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE FISCAL YEAR 2006-07 BUDGET FOR THE GENERAL, CAPITAL PROJECTS, AND ELECTRIC FUNDS AND REALLOCATING THE 2004 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT BONDS





Commissioner Knowles introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida amending the Fiscal Year 2006-07 1st quarter budget for the General, Capital Projects, and Electric Funds; reallocating the 2004 Capital Improvement Bond Funds; and providing an effective date.

Mayor Henderson questioned the transportation improvements funds usage.  ICM Evans stated all projects paid for out of that fund must be transportation related.

Mayor Henderson requested comments from the public.  There were none.

ADOPTED RESOLUTION 7913 REQUESTING THE WAIVING OF FEE IN CONNECTION WITH THE "SHERIFF CHRIS DANIELS MEMORIAL MOTORCADE & DEDICATION DAY" SCHEDULED FOR JUNE 3, 2007






Commissioner Polk introduced the resolution to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the resolution by title only, as follows:

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, authorizing the waiver of fees and charges for City of Leesburg Staff and equipment for “Sheriff Chris Daniels Memorial Motorcade and Dedication Day,” Sunday, June 3, 2007; and providing an effective date. 

Commissioner Polk moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.

Commissioner Polk stated Ron Stock has already agreed to give $1,192.  ICM Evans stated the City Manager has a discretionary fund and the authority to buy up to a certain dollar amount.  This request is for an additional $2,600.

Ike McCollum, event coordinator, stated all money will benefit the Youth Ranch.  The Rotary Club requested a beer tent.  The request for the beer tent can be changed.  The ride will include VIP cars for sponsors, family and City officials.  A headstone will be dedicated.

Commissioner Knowles noted Chris Daniels was a wonderful sheriff and his death was tragic.  Commissioner Knowles stated he doesn’t believe the City should back out of this promise.  Commissioner Knowles stated he agrees with up to $2,600 in addition to the $1,192.  ICM Evans stated the amount is only an estimate.  

Commissioner Polk stated he does not agree with a biker event being held on Sunday.  Mr. McCollum stated the event is being held on Sunday as the first camp starts on Monday.

ICM Evans requested a consensus from the Commission on future bike events to be held in the City.  Commissioner Polk stated bike events are fine except on Sunday.  Commissioner Polk noted he received many complaints from people stating church services difficult to attend due to the noise level.

Mr. McCollum noted this is not a bike event.  The event is a dedication to Sheriff Chris Daniels.

Commissioner Knowles moved to approve Option 2 (an amount up to $2,600 and for the group to look at holding the event outside of Leesburg in future years.)

Mayor Henderson passed the gavel to Mayor Pro-tem Knowles and seconded the motion.

Mayor Pro-tem Knowles requested comments from the public.

Bruce Church, volunteer for the Youth Ranch, stated this event is not a biker event.  The majority of riders are expected to be law enforcement members.  

Mayor Pro-tem Knowles passed the gavel back to Mayor Henderson

The roll call vote was as follows:

Commissioner Knowles

Yea

Commissioner Polk


Nay

Mayor Henderson


Yea

Two yeas, one nay, the Commission adopted the resolution.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 22-246 GAS SERVICE RATE SCHEDULE













Commissioner Knowles introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, amending §22-246 of the Code of Ordinances pertaining to natural gas rates; increasing monthly charges for all classifications of customer; providing for annual inflation adjustment; changing the gross profit margin of the City; changing the calculation method for the fuel adjustment charge; repealing conflicting ordinances; providing a severance clause; and providing an effective date.

Mayor Henderson requested comments from the public.  There were none.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 22-196 ELECTRIC RATES (1)RATE SCHEDULE RS, RESIDENTIAL SERVICE, (2)RATE SCHEDULE GS, GENERAL SERVICE, NON-DEMAND, (3)RATE SCHEDULE GSD, GENERAL SERVICE, DEMAND, (4)BULK POWER COST ADJUSTMENT



  

Commissioner Polk introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, amending §22 – 196 (1), (2), (3), and (4) of the Code of Ordinances; pertaining to electric rates; changing the rate structure in the “RS” – Residential, “GS” – General Service, and “GSD” – General Service Demand, rate classifications; providing a savings clause; repealing conflicting ordinances; and providing an effective date.

Mayor Henderson requested comments from the public.  There were none.

ADOPTED RESOLUTION 7914 AUTHORIZING TAX EXEMPT UTILITY SYSTEM REVENUE BONDS, SERIES 2007A FOR NOT TO EXCEED $24,500,000 AND TAXABLE UTILITY SYSTEM REVENUE BONDS, SERIES 2007B FOR NOT TO EXCEED $1,220,000; PLEDGING UTILITY SYSTEM REVENUES ON PARITY WITH UTILITY SYSTEM REVENUE BOND, SERIES 2004







Commissioner Knowles introduced the resolution to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the resolution by title only, as follows:

A resolution of the City of Leesburg, Florida, supplementing its Resolution No. 7143 as previously supplemented by Resolution 7144; for the purpose of authorizing the issuance by the City of not exceeding $24,500,000 in aggregate principal amount of Utility System Revenue Bonds, Series 2007A to finance and refinance the acquisition and construction of improvements to the City's gas system, water system and sewer system and authorizing the issuance by the City of its not exceeding $1,220,000 Taxable Utility System Revenue Bonds, Series 2007B to make a deposit to the Utility System Funds; pledging to secure payment of the principal of and interest on such bonds, on a parity with the City’s outstanding Utility System Revenue Bonds, Series 2004, the net revenues derived by the City from the operation of the City’s gas system, water system and sewer system, capacity charges and certain moneys and investments on deposit in certain funds and accounts; making certain covenants and agreements for the benefit of the holders of such bonds; and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Knowles moved to adopt the resolution.  Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.

Mayor Henderson requested comments from the public.  There were none.

The roll call vote was as follows:

Commissioner Polk


Yea

Commissioner Knowles

Yea

Mayor Henderson


Yea

Three yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.

ADOPTED RESOLUTION 7915 AUTHORIZING TAX EXEMPT ELECTRIC SYSTEM REVENUE BOND, SERIES 2007A FOR NOT TO EXCEED $11,300,000 AND TAXABLE ELECTRIC SYSTEM REVENUE BOND, SERIES 2007B FOR NOT TO EXCEED $12,980,000; PLEDGING ELECTRIC SYSTEM REVENUES ON PARITY WITH ELECTRIC SYSTEM REVENUE BOND, SERIES 2004





Commissioner Polk introduced the resolution to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the resolution by title only, as follows:

A resolution of the City of Leesburg, Florida, supplementing its Resolution No. 7141 as previously supplemented by Resolution 7142; for the purpose of authorizing the issuance by the City of not exceeding $11,300,000 in aggregate principal amount of Electric System Revenue Bonds, Series 2007A to finance the acquisition and construction of improvements to the City's electric transmission and distribution system and authorizing the issuance by the City of its not exceeding $12,980,000 Taxable Electric System Revenue Bonds, Series 2007B to make a deposit to the Electric System Fund; pledging to secure payment of the principal of and interest on such bonds, on a parity with the City’s outstanding Electric System Revenue Bonds, Series 2004, the net revenues derived by the City from the operation of the electric system and certain moneys and investments on deposit in certain funds and accounts; making certain covenants and agreements for the benefit of the holders of such bonds; and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Knowles moved to adopt the resolution.  Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.

Mayor Henderson requested comments from the public.  There were none.

The roll call vote was as follows:

Commissioner Knowles

Yea

Commissioner Polk


Yea

Mayor Henderson


Yea

Three yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.

CITY ATTORNEY ITEMS:

1. CA Morrison gave a brief update on Ron Stock’s settlement agreement.  CA Morrison stated the settlement agreement was sent to Mr. Stock’s attorney on Friday.  A request of how the dollar amounts were derived was received and the information was returned to Mr. Stock’s attorney.  Finalization of the agreement is planned for the May 29, 2007 City Commission meeting.

Commissioner Knowles questioned why there was confusion over the funds as the amount was based on Mr. Stock’s proposal.  CA Morrison stated the actual dollar amounts of the document are questioned.  

CITY MANAGER ITEMS:

1.
ICM Evans stated the Fire Department sent four people to Lake City to fight the wildfires.  This is a mutual aid response and is subject to FEMA reimbursement.  

2.
ICM Evans stated Pastor Paul Harsh requested to address the Commission regarding an issue in Cauthen’s Circle.  ICM Evans stated in 1996 part of the right-of-way in Cauthen’s Circle was vacated as the right-of-way did not appear to be used.    Now Mr. Harsh wants to revamp the property, but does not have right-of-way to access the property except via the railroad right-of-way.  The City does own the railroad right-of-way and is able to sell part of the property to Mr. Harsh for a roadway.  Different types of funding for the road have been under review with no consensus yet.  

Mr. Harsh reviewed the background on the many roadblocks he has faced during the past five years on this issue.  As Mr. Harsh worked through the process, five different recommendations were made to and rejected by staff.  Mr. Harsh stated he recently paid $750 for a code enforcement violation due to not having access to the property.  Mr. Harsh stated he deserves right-of-way access to the property.  Mr. Harsh stated he requests all permits reinstated at no cost and reimbursement for the code enforcement violation.  

Commissioner Polk stated he has knowledge of this and will speak to CA Morrison regarding this item.

ICM Evans stated staff is prepared to recommend selling the railroad right-of-way as proposed to Mr. Harsh.  An easement would need to be retained for ingress/egress across the property. Staff will require Mr. Harsh dedicate the roadway to the City via the plat.  

CA Morrison stated he would need to verify the underlying nature of the code violations before determining whether a reimbursement could be given.  The Commission could give an offset on the contract for the property.  Mr. Harsh stated the code enforcement violation came from the City reneging on demolishing buildings on the property.

Commissioner Knowles left the room at 7:05 p.m. and returned at 7:07 p.m.

ICM Evans requested direction on bringing this issue back to the Commission.  Mayor Henderson stated she would like to see a contract for purchase and sale with an off-set of the purchase price for the code enforcement violation and extension of the permits.  

Commissioner Knowles requested additional information before bringing this item back for a vote. 

Mayor Henderson requested the item come back before the Commission at the May 14th meeting.   
ROLL CALL:

Commissioner Knowles – nothing.


Commissioner Polk –  stated Bikefest brings in much money and is enjoyed by many, but many others suffer; especially the Sunday church services.  Commissioner Polk stated an alternative place could be found to hold the Bikefest and then just several events could take place downtown.  Commissioner Polk will discuss this idea with the Partnership for future years.  One location which could be used is the Platt Farm. 

Mayor Henderson – stated she read in the paper today where cities with old water pipes have leakage.  Mayor Henderson stated she hopes Leesburg does not have any of this.  ES/PWD Sharp stated the City does an “unaccounted for water” audit.  Anything under 7% is good.  Leesburg is under 7%.  Mayor Henderson stated she recently enjoyed a band concert at the high school.  

Commissioner Knowles moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Polk seconded the motion and the meeting adjourned at 7:39 p.m.
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ATTEST:

_________________________________________

City Clerk


Diane L. Gibson Smith




Recorder

MINUTES  070514

-14-

