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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING

OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

CITY COMMISSION CHAMBERS, CITY HALL

THURSDAY, JUNE 7, 2007 3:30 P.M.

The Planning Commission of the City of Leesburg held its regular meeting Thursday, June 7, 2007, in the Commission Chambers at City Hall.  Chairman Micham called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m.  The follow​ing Commission members were present:

Jo Ann Heim

Wylie Hamilton

Roland Stults

Clell Coleman
Edward Schlein
Agnes Berry
City staff present included Bill Wiley, Planning Manager, Mike Miller, Planner, Debra Galloway, Administrative Assistant II and Fred Morrison, City Attorney.  Dan Miller, Senior Planner was absent. 

The meeting opened with an invocation given by Commissioner Agnes Berry and the Pledge of Alle​giance to the Flag.

MINUTES OF PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION MEETING OF MAY 10 AND MAY 24, 2007:
Commissioner Edward Schlein moved to APPROVE the minutes as transcribed.  Commis​sioner Jo Ann Heim SECONDED the motion which, PASSED by a unanimous voice vote of 7 to 0.
Bill Wiley, Planning Manager informed the audience of the rules of participation and the need to sign the speaker’s registry.  Mr. Wiley also informed Commissioners and the audience all items on the agenda are recommendations to the City Commission which the meeting dates tentatively scheduled.

Debra Galloway, Administrative Assistant II swore in staff, & Bill Wiley and Mike Miller.

OLD BUSINESS:
1.
PUBLIC HEARING CASE #147-1-090706 – MERRITT PROPERTY – JERL, JOHN, MERRITT, ET AL)

REQUEST FOR A RECOMMENDATION TO THE CITY COMMISSION FOR REZONING OF APPROXIMATELY 827 ACRES FROM COUNTY A (AGRICULTURE) TO CITY R1-A (SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL) DISTRICT, FOR PROPERTY GENERALLY LOCATED SOUTH OF CR 48, EAST OF THE SUMTER COUNTY LINE, AS LEGALLY DESCRIBED. SEC. 5, 7 AND 8 TWP. 20S, RGE. 24E. (CITY COMMISSION MEETING DATES TENATIVELY, JUNE 11, 2007 AND JUNE 25, 2007)

Bill Wiley presented exhibits, which in​cluded the application, general location map, staff summary, departmental review summary, staff recommendations, and aerial photos. 

Mike Miller, Planner presented the overhead visuals including the general location map, aerial map, future land use, surrounding zoning and land uses, wetlands & flood zones and surrounding property photos.  

Mr. Wiley then reviewed and summarized the staff summary.  He also stated this case continued from the previous Planning Commission meeting with staff recommendation of approval of the proposed rezoning from County A (Agriculture) to City RE-1 (Estate Residential).  Mr. Wiley reviewed the following:
· The project site is approximately 827 acres.

· The surrounding zoning designations are County A (Agriculture) to the east, south, north and west, and City PUD (Planned Unit Development) to the east.

· The proposed zoning district of City RE-1 (Estate Residential) is compatible with adjacent and nearby properties in the area.

· The development of the parcel shall require expansion of City utilities at the owner’s expense.

Greg Beliveau of LPG Urban Planners, sworn in by Debra Galloway Administrative Assistant, representing the applicant addressed the Board regarding the following:

· DRI to the north of the project site

· Annexing to the south of the project site

· R1-A with a PUD (Planned Unit Development)

· Concerns regarding 1 unit per acre as oppose to 4 unit per acre with the PUD (Planned Unit Development) process

· Concerns regarding increase density, which creates oppositions

Mr. Wiley stated the Board decision is in regards to the request and staff feels the recommendations are appropriate, which has been approved in the past and stated the R1-A zoning is very compatible zoning and land uses.  Discussions ensued over the zoning and the number of units per acre with the PUD (Planned Unit Development) and the buildable lots.
Commissioner Jo Ann Heim made a motion to APPROVE case #147-1-090706 –  Merritt Property – Jerl & John Merritt, ET AL Commissioner Agnes Berry SECONDED the motion which, PASSED by a voice vote of 5 to 2.  Commissioner Edward Schlein and Commissioner Clell Coleman voted NAY.
2.
PUBLIC HEARING CASE #038-0-051007 – PAUL B. HARSH II – HARSH TO TRI-VISTA
REQUEST FOR A RECOMMENDATION TO THE CITY COMMISSION FOR A SMALL SCALE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT TO THE FUTURE LAND USE MAP DESIGNATION FROM LOW DENSITY TO GENERAL COMMERCIAL OF APPROXIMATELY 1.5 ACRES, FOR PROPERTY GENERALLY LOCATED SOUTH OF SOUTH STREET AND WEST OF VENTURE AVAENUE, AS LEGALLY DESTCRIBED, SEC. 27, TWP19S RGE.24E (CITY COMMISSION MEETING DATES TENATIVELY, JULY 9, 2007 AND JULY 23, 2007)

Bill Wiley presented exhibits, which in​cluded the application, general location map, staff summary, departmental review summary, staff recommendations, and aerial photos. 

Mike Miller, Planner presented the overhead visuals including the general location map, aerial map, future land use, surrounding zoning and land uses, wetlands & flood zones and surrounding property photos.  Mr. Miller stated the property is not in a flood zone or wetlands.
Mr. Wiley reviewed and summarized comments received and stated no comments received from the public.  He reviewed the following

· The project meets the requirements of Chapter 163.3187 (1) (c) Florida Statues, for small-scale comprehensive plan amendments.

· The proposed Future Land Use Designation of General Commercial is compatible with the adjacent and nearby properties in the area designated General Commercial.

· The proposed zoning district of CIP (Commercial-Industrial Planned) is compatible with the zoning of adjacent and nearby properties in the area designated C-3 (Highway Commercial) and R-2 (Medium Density Residential).

· The development of the property shall be subject to all applicable City requirements, including, but not limited to site plan and building plan review processes and the assessment of impact fees.

The applicant was in attendance with out comments.

Commissioner Roland Stults made a motion to APPROVE case #038-0-051007 – Paul B. Harsh – Harsh to Tri-Vista.  Commissioner Edward Schlein SECONDED the motion which, PASSED by a voice vote of 7 to 0.

NEW BUSINESS:
1.
PUBLIC HEARING CASE #044-1-060707 – PAUL B. HARSH II – HARSH TO TRI-VISTA 

REQUEST FOR A RECOMMENDATION TO THE CITY COMMISSION FOR REZONING OF APPROXIMATELY 1.5 ACRES FROM C-3 (HIGHWAY COMMERCIAL) TO CIP (COMMERCIAL-INDUSTRIAL PLANNED) DISTRICT, FOR PROPERTY GENERALLY LOCATED SOUTH OF SOUTH STREET, AND WEST OF VENTURE AVENUE, AS LEGALLY DESCRIBED. SEC. 27 TWP. 19S, RGE. 24E. (CITY COMMISSION MEETING DATES TENATIVELY, JULY 9, 2007 AND JULY 23, 2007)

Bill Wiley presented exhibits, which in​cluded the application, general location map, staff summary, departmental review summary, staff recommendations, and aerial photos.  Mr. Wiley stated the overhead visuals from the previous case to be entered with this case with the exception of the site plan.

Mr. Wiley summarized the departmental reviews and the public responses.  He stated three (3) public responses were received for approval.  Staff received one response for disapproval from Mr. Harold Odom, which Mr. Odom came into the Community Development Office and stated he inadvertently checked the wrong box and wanted to change his response to approval, which change the approval number to three (3).

Mr. Wiley then reviewed the following:

· The proposed zoning district is compatible with adjacent City C-3 (Highway Commercial) to the north, east and south, and City M-1 (Industrial) and R-2 (Medium Density Residential) to the west and does not appear to be detrimental to surrounding properties.

· The proposed zoning district CIP (Commercial Industrial Planned) is compatible with the proposed City future land use designation of General Commercial)

· Staff recommends approval of the proposed rezoning subject to the CIP (Commercial Industrial Planned) Development conditions.

· Land Uses – Permitted Light Industrial Uses, Heavy Industrial Uses

· Site Access – Access to the property site, shall be from the internal adjacent main access roadway to the east (Venture Avenue) only unless additional access if required for emergency access.

· Development Standards – those that are regular for CIP (Commercial Industrial Planned)

Carl Martin, ERA/Tom Grizzard Realty, representing the applicant, sworn in by Debra Galloway, Administrative Assistant, addressed the Board regarding the following:

· Brief description of the site

· Venture Avenue and access of the subject property

· Ownership of the subject property and the adjacent property

Harold Odom, property owner, sworn in by Debra Galloway, Administrative Assistant, addressed the Board for information purposes regarding the following, limited access to his property potential problems with the electrical and water lines.

Discussions ensued over the access on Venture Avenue and the ownership of the property lines between the applicant, Paul B. Harsh and Mr. Harold Odom.

Commissioner Edward Schlein made a motion to APPROVE case #044-1-060707 – Paul B. Harsh – Harsh to Tri-Vista.  Commissioner Roland Stults SECONDED the motion which, PASSED by a voice vote of 7 to 0.
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