MINUTES OF THE JULY 23, 2007 CITY COMMISSION MEETING




MINUTES OF THE CITY COMMISSION MEETING
JULY 23, 2007
The City of Leesburg Commission held a regular meeting Monday, July 23, 2007, in the Commission Chambers at City Hall.    Mayor Henderson called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. with the following members present:

Commissioner Bill Polk
Commissioner John Christian
Commissioner David Knowles 
Commissioner Lewis Puckett

Mayor Sanna Henderson
Others present were Interim City Manager (ICM) Jay Evans, City Clerk (CC) Betty Richardson, City Attorney (CA) Fred Morrison, Deputy City Clerk (DCC) Diane Gibson Smith, the news media, and others.

Commissioner Christian gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

APPROVED CITY COMMISSION MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD JULY 9,  2007











Commissioner Knowles moved to approve the City Commission minutes of the regular meeting held July 9, 2007.  Commissioner Puckett seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

PRESENTATIONS: 

HEARD UPDATE ON EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES (EMS) PROVIDED IN THE LEESBURG AREA BY JIM JUDGE, EMS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR



Jim Judge updated the Commission on EMS and the improvements made over the past few years.  Mr. Judge noted the call volume is increasing, the response time is around 6 minutes per call, equipment is now located in various locations around Lake and Sumter counties such as at the Okahumpka Fire Station and Airport Fire Station, and Life Net Helicopter is moving to Leesburg in August.
PRESENTATION OF AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES OF EXCELLENCE BLUE SEAL AWARD OF EXCELLENCE TO FLEET SERVICES BY ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES/PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR RAY SHARP






Environmental Services/Public Works Director (ESPWD) Ray Sharp introduced Fleet Manager Kevin Browning.  ESPWD Sharp stated members of Fleet Services go through certification administered by Automotive Services of Excellence.  To receive the ASE Blue Seal Award of Excellence, Fleet Services must have at least 75% of the staff ASE certified.  Fleet Services exceeds the 75% mark and one member is certified as a Master Technician.  Fleet Services has a total of 175 years of experience.
HEARD PRESENTATION ON THE WEED & SEED STRATEGY BY WILL DANIELS, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE








 
ICM Evans stated the Weed and Seed program is a strategy, not a program.  Weed and Seed brings together all the resources to solve problems in neighborhoods.  ICM Evans recognized members of the audience who are involved in the strategy:  Vanessa Bean, Bill Chrisman, Earl Bean, Pernell Mitchell, John Brandenburg, L.J. Berry, John Leslie Johnson, Richard Wooten, Ron Newsome, Lake County Sheriff Gary Borders, and John Cherry.   ICM Evans stated the purpose of this presentation is to introduce everyone to the Weed and Seed Strategy and its parent organization PIP (Partners Invested in People).  Weed and Seed is a five-year strategy which will be continued through the PIP program.  
ICM Evans introduced Will Daniels, Law Enforcement Coordinator/Community Resource Specialist of the middle district of Florida for the United States Attorney Office.  Mr. Daniels gave a history of the strategy.  Weed and Seed is one of few strategies in the country that is embraced by all political sides.  The middle district of Florida, which Leesburg is a part, has had 15 Weed and Seed strategies. Sustainability of the Weed and Seed strategy is due to the embracing of the problem by the people.  Weed and Seed is made up of four components – law enforcement, community policing (engaging residents in the process of solving crimes), prevention, intervention, and treatment (substance abuse) – seeding part of the program, and neighborhood restoration.  Weed and Seed strategy requires partners such as the US Attorney’s office, DEA, local government, local law enforcement, and residents (25% requirement).  The Weed and Seed strategy is a great opportunity for the City of Leesburg.  
ICM Evans stated East Leesburg (east of Canal Street, north of Dixie, south of 441) and west Leesburg (Montclair and Carver Heights area) are two areas selected for this strategy.  Resources will be needed later on and a Memorandum of Understanding will be forthcoming.  

Commissioner Christian noted concern that his district will be involved in this strategy but the Community Development Corporation (CDC) was not notified of this presentation.  Commissioner Christian further noted his concern that the team does not have a representative from the Ministerial Alliance.  The Community should be at the table to initiate the program and be involved from the beginning.  
ICM Evans stated Vanessa Bean was involved and was the executive director of the CDC when this strategy was first reviewed.  ICM Evans noted the struggle to not polarize the group and to get people involved. 
Vanessa Bean, chairman of PIP (Partners Invested in People), stated she has asked many ministers to join.  Pastor Middleton was initially on the Board, but had to leave due to health reasons.  Additional ministers are being invited.  Groups are not being excluded.   Surveys have been taken in the neighborhoods and two community meetings have been held.  City support is needed.
Commissioner Polk questioned if any other cities in Lake County had the Weed and Seed strategy.  Mr. Daniels noted Leesburg would be the only Lake County city with the strategy.  

The presentation by Arlington Ridge Representatives regarding a Joint Planning Agreement with Lake County was postponed until August 13, 2007
PROCLAMATIONS:  None
CONSENT AGENDA:

PURCHASING ITEMS: None

RESOLUTIONS:

ADOPTED RESOLUTION 7959 AUTHORIZING REORGANIZATION OF THE PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT







 
Commissioner Puckett introduced the resolution to be read, by title only.  CC Richardson read the resolution, by title only, as follows:

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing re-organization of Parks & Recreation Department by eliminating the Assistant Director of Parks & Recreation position and reclassifying the Parks & Athletic Fields Manager to Assistant Parks Director and reclassifying one Athletic Supervisor position to Assistant Recreation Director; and providing an effective date.
Commissioner Knowles moved to approve the resolution and Commissioner Christian seconded the motion.  The roll call vote was as follows:

Commissioner Christian

Yea

Commission Knowles


Yea

Commissioner Puckett


Yea

Commissioner Polk


Yea

Mayor Henderson 


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission approved the resolution.

OTHER ITEMS:  None

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 07-72  REZONING APPROXIMATELY 19.94 ACRES SOUTH OF PARK HOLLAND ROAD AND EAST OF PICCIOLA ROAD, IN SECTION 14-19-24 FROM COUNTY R-1 TO CITY PUD, SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS CONTAINED IN EXHIBIT A. (MUSSO/SPENCE)









CC Richardson read the ordinance, by title only, as follows:
An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, rezoning approximately 19.94 acres generally located south of Park Holland Road and east of Picciola Road, lying in Section 14, Township 19 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida, from County R-1 (Residential) to City PUD (Planned Unit Development);  subject to conditions contained in Exhibit A; and providing an effective date. (Musso/Spence)

Commissioner Polk moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion. 

Mayor Henderson requested comments from the public.  There were none.

The roll call vote was as follows:

Commission Knowles


Yea

Commissioner Puckett


Yea

Commissioner Polk


Yea

Commissioner Christian

Yea

Mayor Henderson 


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission approved the ordinance.

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 07-73 REZONING APPROXIMATELY 136 ACRES SOUTH OF CR 48, EAST OF SUMTER COUNTY LINE, IN 17 AND 18-21-24 FROM COUNTY A TO CITY RE-1. (JANNEY)










CC Richardson read the ordinance, by title only, as follows:
An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, rezoning approximately 136 acres generally located south of CR 48, east of Sumter County line, lying in Sections 17 and 18, Township 21 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida, from County A (Agriculture) to City RE-1 (Estate Residential); and providing an effective date. (Janney)

Commissioner Puckett moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion. 

Mayor Henderson requested comments from the public.  There were none.

The roll call vote was as follows:

Commissioner Puckett


Yea

Commissioner Polk


Yea

Commissioner Christian

Yea

Commission Knowles


Yea

Mayor Henderson 


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission approved the ordinance.

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 07-74  REZONING APPROXIMATELY 827 ACRES SOUTH OF CR 48, EAST OF SUMTER COUNTY LINE, IN SECTIONS 7 AND 8-21-24 FROM COUNTY A TO CITY R-1A. (MERRITT)







CC Richardson read the ordinance, by title only, as follows:
An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, rezoning approximately 827 acres generally located south of CR 48, east of Sumter County line, lying in Sections 7 and 8, Township 21 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida, from County A (Agriculture) to City R-1A (Single Family Residential); and providing an effective date. (Merritt)

Commissioner Polk moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion. 

Community Development Director (CDD) Laura McElhanon stated the developer requested R-1A and the annexation agreement, approved at the last meeting, does state R-1A.

Mayor Henderson requested comments from the public.  There were none.

The roll call vote was as follows:

Commissioner Polk


Yea

Commissioner Christian

Yea

Commission Knowles


Yea

Commissioner Puckett


Yea

Mayor Henderson 


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission approved the ordinance.

CONTINUED RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AN ANNEXATION AGREEMENT AND ORDINANCE ANNEXING PROPERTY FOR FREDERICK D. WOODRELL











CC Morrison stated the developer and staff met and approved the agreement.  The agreement has not been signed by the applicant so postponement until the next meeting may be appropriate.  
Steve Ritchey, attorney for the applicant, stated no objections to the postponement.
Commissioner Knowles moved to table the resolution authorizing the annexation agreement and ordinance annexing the property for Frederick D. Woodrell until August 13, 2007.  Commissioner Polk seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously.
CONTINUED THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS UNTIL AUGUST 27, 2007











Commissioner Polk moved to continue the following ordinances and resolutions until August 27, 2007.  Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.
1. Second reading of an ordinance rezoning approximately 23 acres north of SR 44, west of CR 468, in Section 29-19-24 from County R-6 to City (Teeter)

2. Second reading of an ordinance rezoning approximately 20 acres south of CR 48, west of No. 2 Road, in Section 18-20-25 from County A to City RE-1. (Price)

3. Second reading of an ordinance rezoning approximately 136 acres east of CR 33, south of the Turnpike, in Sections 27 and 34,-20-24 from County A to City RE-1. (Aguia Marina)

4. Second reading of an ordinance rezoning approximately 285 acres east of CR 33, south of the Turnpike, in Sections 34 and 35,-20-24 from County A and R-1 to City RE-1. (Battaglia)

5. Second reading of an ordinance rezoning approximately 108 acres east of the Turnpike, north of Orchard Drive, lying in Section 36-20-24 from County A to City RE-1. (Floyd 1) 
6. Second reading of an ordinance rezoning approximately 144 acres south of Orchard Drive, west of US 27/CR 25, east of the Florida (Ronald Reagan) Turnpike, in Section 1-21-24 and Section 36-20-24 from County A and PUD to City RE-1. (Waterfront Estates)

7. Second reading of an ordinance rezoning approximately 96 acres east of the Turnpike, west of US 27, in Section 1-21-24 from County A to City RE-1. (Phyllis Bichard Hayes)

8. Second reading of an ordinance rezoning approximately 723 acres east of US 27 and north of the Turnpike, in Sections 5, 6, and 7-21-25, from County A to City RE-1. (Bar Key Groves)

9. Second reading of an ordinance rezoning approximately 624.26 acres west of CR 33, south of Turnpike, in Sections 32, 33 and 34, -20-24, from County A to City PUD, subject to conditions contained in Exhibit A (Banning Ranch).

10. Resolution authorizing execution of an annexation agreement with Robert Teeter and Kay Teeter Baldwin (Teeter).
11. Second reading of an ordinance annexing approximately 23 acres north of SR 44, west of CR 468, in Section 29-19-24 (Teeter)
12. Resolution authorizing execution of an annexation agreement with Barbarella Price, et al (Price property).
13. Second reading of an ordinance annexing approximately 20 acres south of CR 48, west of No. 2 Road, in Section 18-20-25 (Price)
INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, CHANGING THE FUTURE LAND USE MAP DESIGNATION OF APPROXIMATELY 1.5 ACRES LOCATED GENERALLY SOUTH OF SOUTH STREET AND WEST OF VENTURE AVENUE IN SECTION 26-19-24, FROM CITY LOW DENSITY TO CITY GENERAL COMMERCIAL(PAUL HARSH II)







Commissioner Knowles introduced the ordinance to be read, by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, by title only, as follows:

An ordinance amending the comprehensive plan for the City of Leesburg, changing the future land use map designation of certain property containing approximately 1.5 acres and generally located south of South Street and west of Venture Avenue, lying in Section 26, Township 19 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida, from City Low Density to City General Commercial; and providing an effective date.
Commissioner Puckett left the room at 6:35 p.m. and returned at 6:40 p.m.

Mayor Henderson questioned items included in light industrial.  CDD MCElhanon stated the plan indicates the uses allowed.  All property owners within 200 feet have received notification of this change.
INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE REZONING APPROXIMATELY 1.5 ACRES GENERALLY LOCATED SOUTH OF SOUTH STREET AND WEST OF VENTURE AVENUE, IN SECTION 26-19-24 FROM CITY C-3 (HIGHWAY COMMERCIAL) TO CIP (COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL PLANNED) ZONING, SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS CONTAINED IN EXHIBIT A (PAUL HARSH II)




Commissioner Knowles introduced the ordinance to be read, by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida rezoning approximately 1.5 acres generally located south of South Street and west of Venture Avenue, in Section 26, Township 19 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida, from City C-3 (Highway Commercial) to CIP (Commercial/Industrial Planned), subject to conditions contained in Exhibit A; and providing an effective date.
Mayor Henderson requested comments from the public.  There were none.
INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE REZONING APPROXIMATELY 1.95 ACRES GENERALLY LOCATED ALONG THE SOUTH SIDE OF SOUTH STREET, EAST OF HOLIDAY LANE, IN SECTION 27-19-24 FROM CITY R-3 (HIGH DENSITY RESIDENTIAL) TO CIP (COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL PLANNED) SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS CONTAINED IN EXHIBIT A (SOUTH STREET PROPERTIES)


Commissioner Polk introduced the ordinance to be read, by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, rezoning approximately 1.95 acres generally located along the south side of South Street, east of Holiday Lane, lying in Section 27, Township 19 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida, from City R-3 (High Density Residential) to CIP (Commercial/Industrial Planned) subject to conditions contained in Exhibit A; and providing an effective date.
Mayor Henderson requested comments from the public.  There were none.
INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM JOSEPH J. SWIDERSKI, TRUSTEE, FOR PROPERTY LOCATED IN SECTION 14, TOWNSHIP 20 SOUTH, RANGE 24 EAST, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA (COMMANDER CENTER ON US HWY 27S)







Commissioner Polk introduced the ordinance to be read, by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, accepting a utility easement from Joseph J. Swiderski, as trustee, as grantor, to the City of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located in Section 14, Township 20 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date.
Mayor Henderson requested comments from the public.  There were none.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 2-229, 2-230, 2-231 & 2-232 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES SUBSTANTIALLY CHANGING THE FUND BALANCE POLICY










Commissioner Polk introduced the ordinance to be read, by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida; amending Sections 2-229, 2-230, 2-231, and 2-232 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Leesburg, Florida hereinafter referred to as the Cash Reserve Policy; repealing conflicting ordinances including Ordinance 00-34; providing a savings clause; and providing an effective date.
Finance Director Bill Pfeilsticker noted a scrivener’s error in Paragraph E where the parenthesis is in the wrong place.  The change will be made prior to final reading at the next meeting. 
ICM Evans stated Purvis Gray did look at the policy and noted this error.  ICM Evans stated a revision will be presented, at a later date, to address the other issue Purvis Gray mentioned in their approval letter (copy attached).
Mayor Henderson requested comments from the public.  There were none.
INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 2-233, 2-234 AND 2-235 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES SUBSTANTIALLY CHANGING THE UTILITY FUND TRANSFER POLICY










Commissioner Polk introduced the ordinance to be read, by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida; amending Sections 2-233, 2-234, and 2-235 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Leesburg, Florida, entitled Utility Fund Transfer Policy; establishing a Utility Fund Transfer Policy for each of its enterprise funds; repealing conflicting ordinances; providing a savings clause; and providing an effective date.

Mayor Henderson requested comments from the public.  There were none.
INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING DEFINITIONS, AMENDING SECTION 2-236 AND DELETING SECTION 2-237 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, ENTITLED UTILITY FUND SPECIAL PROJECTS TRANSFER POLICY, A POLICY WHICH AUTHORIZES UTILITY FUND SPECIAL PROJECTS TRANSFERS FROM EACH OF ITS ENTERPRISE FUNDS WITH PREDETERMINED CRITERIA


Commissioner Puckett introduced the ordinance to be read, by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida; providing definitions, amending Sections 2-236 and deleting Section 2-237 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Leesburg, Florida, entitled Utility Fund Special Projects Transfer Policy; creating a policy which authorizes Utility Fund Special Projects Transfers from each of its enterprise funds with predetermined criteria; repealing conflicting ordinances; providing a savings clause; and providing an effective date.
Commissioner Polk questioned if the amount to be taken will be stated every year.  Jeff Larson, financial advisor for the City, stated the amount referred to is a special transfer amount in addition to the annual transfer.  ICM Evans added that additional funds can be removed from this fund as long as the fund is not put into violation of the policy.
Commissioner Christian questioned how the commission would be notified.  ICM Evans stated the request would be presented to the Commission for consideration

Mayor Henderson requested comments from the public.  There were none.
RESOLUTION 7960 AMENDING CITY RESOLUTION 7141, AS SUPPLEMENTED BY RESOLUTION 7142, BY PROVIDING THAT ADDITIONAL BONDS MAY BE ISSUED FOR ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE OF THE CITY INCLUDING THE REIMBURSEMENT TO THE CITY OF ELECTRIC REVENUES






 
Commissioner Christian introduced the resolution to be read, by title only.  CC Richardson read the resolution, by title only, as follows:

A resolution of the City of Leesburg, Florida amending City Resolution No. 7141, by providing that additional bonds may be issued for any lawful purpose of the City including the reimbursement to the City of electric revenues spent for a lawful purpose of the City and providing an effective date.
Commissioner Knowles moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Christian seconded the motion. 

Mayor Henderson requested comments from the public.  There were none.

The roll call vote was as follows:

Commission Knowles


Yea

Commissioner Puckett


Yea

Commissioner Polk


Yea

Commissioner Christian

Yea

Mayor Henderson 


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission approved the resolution.

RESOLUTION 7961 AMENDING CITY RESOLUTION NO. 7143, AS SUPPLEMENTED RESOLUTION 7144, BY PROVIDING THAT ADDITIONAL BONDS MAY BE ISSUED FOR ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE OF THE CITY INCLUDING REIMBURSEMENT TO THE CITY OF UTILITY SYSTEM FUNDS




Commissioner Polk introduced the resolution to be read, by title only.  CC Richardson read the resolution, by title only, as follows:

A resolution of the City of Leesburg, Florida amending City Resolution No. 7143, by providing that additional bonds may be issued for any lawful purpose of the City including making a deposit to utility system funds and providing an effective date.
Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion. 

Mayor Henderson requested comments from the public.  There were none.

The roll call vote was as follows:

Commissioner Puckett


Yea

Commissioner Polk


Yea

Commissioner Christian

Yea

Commission Knowles


Yea

Mayor Henderson 


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission approved the resolution.

RESOLUTION 7962 SUPPLEMENTING RESOLUTION NO. 7141 AND SUPPLEMENTED BY RESOLUTION 7142 AUTHORIZING A CITY AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE TO AWARD THE SALE OF THE CITY'S $12,280,000 ELECTRIC SYSTEM REVENUE BONDS, SERIES 2007A AND THE CITY'S $12,000,000 TAXABLE ELECTRIC SYSTEM REVENUE BONDS, SERIES 2007B





Commissioner Puckett introduced the resolution to be read, by title only.  CC Richardson read the resolution, by title only, as follows:

A resolution of the City of Leesburg, Florida, supplementing Resolution No. 7141 of the City as previously amended and supplemented by Resolution 7142 by authorizing a City authorized representative to award the sale of the City’s Not Exceeding $12,280,000 Electric System Revenue Bonds, Series 2007A and the City’s Not Exceeding $12,000,000 Taxable Electric System Revenue Bonds, Series 2007B to Citigroup Global Markets Inc. and Jackson Securities, LLC in accordance with certain parameters set forth herein and approving the form of a bond purchase agreement to be used in connection with such sale; appointing U.S. Bank National Association as paying agent and registrar; approving the form and authorizing the circulation of a preliminary official statement and authorizing the execution and delivery of a final official statement; authorizing a City authorized representative to deem final the preliminary official statement; approving the form of and authorizing the execution of a disclosure dissemination agent agreement; authorizing the execution and delivery of a guaranteed investment contract or contracts pursuant to which some or all of such bond proceeds will be invested; approving the form of consulting engineer’s report; authorizing certain officials of the City to execute any documents and take any actions required in connection with the issuance of said bonds; and providing certain other details with respect thereto; providing an effective date for this resolution.
Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion. 

Commissioner Polk questioned when the funds would be received.  Jeff Larson introduced Mike Williams, Bond Counsel with Ackerman Senterfitt, Margaret Lezcano, managing underwriter for Citicorp, and Mike Wiener, City’s Disclosure Counsel with Holland and Knight.  Mr. Larson stated the preliminary official statement will be posted on the internet for approximately one week ahead of the sale.  Funds should be available by August 15, 2007.
Mayor Henderson requested comments from the public.  There were none.

The roll call vote was as follows:

Commissioner Polk


Yea

Commissioner Christian

Yea

Commission Knowles


Yea

Commissioner Puckett


Yea

Mayor Henderson 


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission approved the resolution.

RESOLUTION 7963 SUPPLEMENTING RESOLUTION NO. 7143 AS AMENDED AND SUPPLEMENTED BY RESOLUTION 7144 AUTHORIZING A CITY AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE TO AWARD THE SALE OF THE CITY'S $24,520,000 UTILITY SYSTEM REVENUE BONDS, SERIES 2007A AND THE CITY'S $1,200,000 TAXABLE UTILITY SYSTEM REVENUE BONDS, SERIES 2007B





Commissioner Polk introduced the resolution to be read, by title only.  CC Richardson read the resolution, by title only, as follows:

A resolution of the City of Leesburg, Florida, supplementing Resolution No. 7143 of the City as previously amended and supplemented by Resolution 7144 by authorizing a City authorized representative to award the sale of the City’s Not Exceeding $24,520,000 Utility System Revenue Bonds, Series 2007A and the City’s Not Exceeding $1,200,000 Taxable Utility System Revenue Bonds, Series 2007B to Citigroup Global Markets Inc. and Jackson Securities, LLC in accordance with certain parameters set forth herein and approving the form of a bond purchase agreement to be used in connection with such sale; appointing U.S. Bank National Association as paying agent and registrar; approving the form and authorizing the circulation of a preliminary official statement and authorizing the execution and delivery of a final official statement; authorizing a City authorized representative to deem final the preliminary official statement; approving the form of and authorizing the execution of a disclosure dissemination agent agreement; authorizing the execution and delivery of a guaranteed investment contract or contracts pursuant to which some or all of such bond proceeds will be invested; approving the form of consulting engineer’s report; authorizing certain officials of the City to execute any documents and take any actions required in connection with the issuance of said bonds; and providing certain other details with respect thereto; providing an effective date for this resolution.
Commissioner Knowles moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Christian seconded the motion. 

Mayor Henderson requested comments from the public.  There were none.

The roll call vote was as follows:

Commissioner Christian

Yea

Commission Knowles


Yea

Commissioner Puckett


Yea

Commissioner Polk


Yea

Mayor Henderson 


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission approved the resolution.

RESOLUTION 7964 AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE CITY'S RESOLUTION NO. 7141, AS PREVIOUSLY AMENDED AND SUPPLEMENTED BY RESOLUTION 7142; AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $12,280,000 OF THE ELECTRIC SYSTEM REVENUE BONDS, SERIES 2007A AND $12,000,000 TAXABLE ELECTRIC SYSTEM REVENUE BONDS, SERIES 2007B




 
Commissioner Polk introduced the resolution to be read, by title only.  CC Richardson read the resolution, by title only, as follows:

A resolution of the City of Leesburg, Florida, amending and supplementing its Resolution No. 7141, as previously amended and supplemented by Resolution 7142; for the purpose of authorizing the issuance by the City of not exceeding $12,280,000 in aggregate principal amount of its Electric System Revenue Bonds, Series 2007A, to finance the acquisition and construction of improvements to the City’s Electric System and authorizing the issuance by the City of its not exceeding $12,000,000 Taxable Electric System Revenue Bonds, Series 2007B to replenish electric revenues spent for City purposes; and pay the costs of issuance of such Series 2007 Bonds; accepting the Bond Insurer’s commitments relating to a 2007 Bond Insurance Policy and reserve product with respect to the Series 2007 Bonds; pledging to secure payment of and interest on such Series 2007 Bonds, on a parity with the City’s outstanding Electric System Revenue Bonds, Series 2004, the net revenues derived by the City from the operation of the City’s Electric System and certain moneys and investments on deposit in certain funds and accounts; making certain covenants and agreements for the benefit of the holders of the Series 2007 Bonds; and providing an effective date.
Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion. 

Mayor Henderson requested comments from the public.  There were none.

The roll call vote was as follows:

Commission Knowles


Yea

Commissioner Puckett


Yea

Commissioner Polk


Yea

Commissioner Christian

Yea

Mayor Henderson 


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission approved the resolution.

RESOLUTION 7965 AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE CITY’S RESOLUTION NO. 7143, AS PREVIOUSLY AMENDED AND SUPPLEMENTED BY RESOLUTION NO. 7144; AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $24,520,000 OF UTILITY SYSTEM REVENUE BONDS, SERIES 2007A, AND $1,200,000 TAXABLE UTILITY SYSTEM REVENUE BONDS, SERIES 2007B





Commissioner Polk introduced the resolution to be read, by title only.  CC Richardson read the resolution, by title only, as follows:

A resolution of the City of Leesburg, Florida, amending and supplementing its Resolution No. 7143, as previously amended and supplemented by Resolution 7144; for the purpose of authorizing the issuance by the City of not exceeding $24,520,000 in aggregate principal amount of its Utility System Revenue Bonds, Series 2007A, to finance the acquisition and construction of improvements to the City’s Gas System, Water System and Sewer System and to refund the City’s Utility System Subordinated Revenue Bond Anticipation Note, Series 2006A and the City’s Utility System Subordinated Revenue Bond Anticipation Note, Series 2006B, and authorizing the issuance by the City of its not exceeding $1,200,000 Taxable Utility System Revenue Bonds, Series 2007B to replenish utility system  revenues spent for City purposes; and pay the costs of issuance of such Series 2007 Bonds; accepting the Bond Insurer’s commitments relating to a 2007 Bond Insurance Policy and reserve product with respect to the Series 2007 Bonds; pledging to secure payment of the principal of and interest on such Series 2007 Bonds, on a parity with the City’s outstanding Utility System Revenue Bonds, Series 2004, the net revenues derived by the City from the operation of the City’s Utility System and certain moneys and investments on deposit in certain funds and accounts; making certain covenants and agreements for the benefit of the holders of the Series 2007 Bonds; and providing an effective date.
Commissioner Polk moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion. 

Mayor Henderson requested comments from the public.  There were none.

The roll call vote was as follows:

Commissioner Puckett


Yea

Commissioner Polk


Yea

Commissioner Christian

Yea

Commission Knowles


Yea

Mayor Henderson 


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission approved the resolution.

Mayor Henderson commended everyone on their hard work on this bond issues.  

ICM Evans stated the bond ratings went up due to the actions and commitments by the Commission.
APPROVED AWARDING AN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT GRANT TO WASTE MANAGEMENT, INCORPORATED FOR CREATION OF 65 NEW JOBS IN THE CITY OF LEESBURG










Ken Thomas, Economic Development and Housing Director, stated Waste Management contacted him regarding job creations in Leesburg. Staff recommends a 3-year grant at this time to help Waste Management relocate its Central Florida customer service operations to Leesburg.  The average pay rate will be $13.00 per hour. Staff did talk about a 5-year program at around $10,000 a year.   Waste Management is now asking for a formal commitment by the City to back-up the verbal commitment given by staff.  Tally Business Center, where Waste Management will locate, will receive the grant on behalf of Waste Management.  
Mayor Henderson questioned if Lake County will be involved in this.  EDHD Thomas stated the County would only help if the pay was around 115% of the medium rate of pay or $16.00 per hour.  

Commissioner Polk questioned if all the jobs were office positions.  EDHD Thomas stated all jobs will be office positions – customer care computer jobs.  A training facility will also be included.
Commissioner Christian questioned if these would be new jobs or transfer jobs.  EDHD Thomas stated the jobs would be a combination of new and transfers.  

Bryan Johnson, representative for Waste Management, stated Waste Management will locate its customer service department, accounts receivable, and dispatching services at this office.   

Commissioner Christian questioned if the building is new or is an older building being reused.  Mr. Johnson stated a new building is being built.  (Picture of the building is attached.)
Commissioner Knowles moved to approve option 1 of $5,000 for first year and $9,500 for the next two years.  Commissioner Polk seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.
RESOLUTION 7966 AUTHORIZING THE INTERIM CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE AND SUBMIT THE CERTIFICATE OF TAXABLE VALUE FOR FISCAL YEAR 2007-08 TO THE LAKE COUNTY PROPERTY APPRAISER





Commissioner Puckett introduced the resolution to be read, by title only.  CC Richardson read the resolution, by title only, as follows:

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Interim City Manager to execute the Certification of Taxable Value, the Tax Increment Adjustment Worksheet and the Municipality Maximum Millage Levy Calculation Preliminary Disclosure for Fiscal year 2007-08 and submit the same to the Lake County Property Appraiser; and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Puckett moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion. 

ICM Evans stated staff recommends adoption of 4.01 mills per $1,000 per the intent of the Legislature.  The Commission can adopt a higher number with a super majority vote.  The Commission is at a disadvantage as the budget is not available yet.  The budget does include a 12.9% reduction in the overall amount – 13.1% in General Fund alone.  Ad valorem dollar numbers will still increase due to increase in property values.  The increase is misleading as some of the funding will go into CRA funds, so the net increase to the budget is only $300,000.  $1.3 million from the current Fiscal Year is budgeted for Fund Balance to balance this year’s budget.  Proposed cuts include only half of the replacement vehicles, very few capital improvements, full staffing – so no hiring freeze, employee raises of 4%, no employee appreciation day, and no salary survey implementation.  The budget should be distributed on Friday.  

Mayor Henderson questioned if the mandated 7% decrease is included in Item 2.  The growth factor is what mitigates for that.     Assistant Finance Director (AFD) Jerry Boop stated the 7% reduction is only part of Item 1.  
Mayor Henderson stated the City must adopt Item 1.  AFD Boop noted the City can, through a super majority vote, decide on another option.  The rollback rate was calculated after the values for the CRAs were backed out.  4.31 mills is the rollback rate for the current year.  To meet the State required mandate of 93% and a 7% reduction, the Commission needs a majority vote in favor of 4.01 mills.  A four out of five vote is required to adopt the rollback rate of the current year (4.31).  A five out of five vote is required to adopt 4.50 mills. AFD Boop recognized Accountant Donna Wright for her hard work and diligence in this process.  
Commissioner Christian questioned how the budget was prepared.  ICM Evans stated the budget was prepared with the 4.01 mills in mind.

Commissioner Puckett moved to adopt 4.50 mills.  Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.
Commissioner Christian noted taxpayers are the ones who will foot this bill.  This will cause the taxpayers to pay a larger amount.  AFD Boop stated if 4.50 mills is approved, the extra funds would go towards the budgeted shortfall in the fund balance this year.  The Commission can vote in 4.50 mills and then lower later on, if desired.

Mayor Henderson requested comments from the public.  There were none.

The roll call vote was as follows:

Commissioner Christian

Nay

The roll call vote was not finished as the nay vote negated the option of approving 4.50 mills.

Commissioner Polk moved to adopt 4.31 mills and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.
Mayor Henderson requested comments from the public.  There were none.
The roll call vote was as follows:
Commission Knowles


Yea

Commissioner Puckett


Yea

Commissioner Polk


Yea

Commissioner Christian

Nay

Mayor Henderson 


Yea

Four yeas, one nay, the Commission approved 4.31 mills.

INFORMATIONAL REPORTS:

Monthly Financial Report for June 2007

CITY ATTORNEY ITEMS: None
CITY MANAGER ITEMS:  None
ROLL CALL:

Commissioner Christian  – commended staff on mowing US 441 as many complaints were received  about the right of way not being mowed. Maintenance of retention ponds takes much work so need to think twice about taking possession of retention ponds.  Commissioner Christian noted the Fishing Tournament was going to be brought up, but apparently the feelings of the Commission were clear.  Commissioner Christian stated the Weed and Seed presentation made him concerned about the direction the strategy is going.  All the players need to be at the table.  Need to be careful when go into the communities.  City needs to be the peace maker.  Commissioner Christian noted he won’t support the strategy as long as all the key players are not included.
Commissioner Knowles - stated he is concerned about Tallahassee coming in and directing the City’s taxing abilities.  He noted the City’s ability to prepare for storms and funding of projects are affected. The City had a nice article in the Orlando Sentinel.  Staff has done a great job and he is very pleased.

Commissioner Puckett – stated he appreciated the comments made by Commissioner Christian on the Weed and Seed initiative.  Commissioner Puckett stated if you blow a horn in New York City, a $250 fine is levied.  Ambulance sirens need to be quieted. 

Commissioner Polk – noted the Weed and Seed report by Mr. Daniels was very good.  Commissioner Polk added the recent Water Alliance Meeting was very productive. Ocala has now gotten involved.  Environmental Services Director Ray Sharp stated the meeting was the first time 38 utilities were represented.  The district is working with Marion County to arrange the next meeting to review the lower Ocklawaha River as a water source.  The district is also planning to work with the Withalacochee Water Supply on the study.
Mayor Henderson – stated she hopes the Weed and Seed program won’t get stymied due to people not getting along.  

Commissioner Knowles moved to adjourn the regular meeting. Commissioner Puckett seconded the motion and the regular meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m.   
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