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MINUTES OF THE CITY COMMISSION ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING
JANUARY 7, 2008
The City of Leesburg Commission held an organizational meeting Monday, January 7, 2008, in the Commission Chambers at City Hall.    Mayor Henderson called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. with the following members present:

Commissioner Bill Polk
Commissioner John Christian
Commissioner David Knowles 
Commissioner Lewis Puckett

Mayor Sanna Henderson
Also present were City Manager (CM) Jay Evans, City Clerk (CC) Betty Richardson, City Attorney (CA) Fred Morrison, Deputy City Clerk (DCC) Diane Gibson Smith, the news media, and others.

Mayor  Henderson  gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

PRESENTATIONS:
Jim Miller was unable to attend the meeting.  Presentations will be made at future Commission meeting.
ELECTED MAYOR

Commissioner Puckett nominated John Christian for Mayor.  Commissioner Polk seconded the nomination.   The nomination was approved unanimously

Commissioner Christian was elected Mayor.

ELECTED MAYOR PRO-TEM
Commissioner Puckett nominated Commissioner Polk for Mayor Pro-tem and Commissioner Christian seconded the motion. The nomination was approved unanimously.

Commissioner Polk  was elected Mayor Pro-tem.

Mayor Henderson noted 2007 was a year of trials and tribulations but many wonderful events also happened during her tenure as Mayor.  She thanked all the City staff who helped in making all the events so successful.  Mayor Henderson stated she hopes to continue to see progress and more “Unity in the Community.”  She passed the gavel to in-coming Mayor John Christian.
Commissioner Puckett thanked Mayor Henderson for her fine job as Mayor.  Commissioner Polk seconded the comments.
APPOINTMENTS TO COMMITTEES:

A. Personnel Committee - Appointed Commissioners Puckett and Polk
B. Lake County League of Cities Board of Directors - Appointed Commissioner Knowles as the regular member and Commissioner  Henderson as the alternate.
C. Florida League of Cities - Appointed Mayor Christian as the regular member and Commissioner  Knowles as the alternate.
D. Metropolitan Planning Organization - Appointed Commissioner Henderson as the regular member and Commissioner Polk as the alternate.
E. St. John's River Water Management District Liaison - Appointed Commissioner Puckett.
F. Leesburg Center for the Arts - Appointed Commissioner Henderson.
G. Leesburg Area Chamber of Commerce – Appointed Commissioner Puckett.
H. Leesburg Partnership – Appointed Commissioner Knowles.
I. School Concurrency – Appointed Commissioner Henderson as the regular member and Mayor Christian as the alternate.
J. Lake County Water Alliance – Appointed Commissioner Polk as the regular member and Commissioner Puckett as the alternate.
K. Florida Municipal Electric Association – Appointed Electric Director Paul Kalv as representative and Commissioner Polk as alternate.
L. Florida Municipal Power Agency – Appointed Electric Director Paul Kalv as representative and City Manager Evans as alternate. 
Commissioner Polk moved to approve the appointments.  Commissioner Puckett seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.
ADOPTED RESOLUTION 8092 EXECUTING A LEASE WITH EXECUTIVE CARS, INC. D/B/A TRUCK WORLD OF LEESBURG FOR PROPERTY AT THE LEESBURG INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT









Commissioner Henderson introduced the resolution to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the resolution, by title only, as follows:

A resolution authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute a Lease Agreement with Executive Cars, Inc. d/b/a Truck World of Leesburg for property at Leesburg International Airport; and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Henderson moved to adopt the resolution and Commission Polk seconded the motion. 
CM Evans apologized for bringing this business item to this meeting.  This was done to accommodate Executive Cars, Inc.
Mayor Christian requested comments from the public.  There were none.

The roll call vote was as follows:

Commissioner Henderson

Yea

Commissioner Knowles

Yea

Commissioner Puckett


Yea

Commissioner Polk


Yea
Mayor Christian 


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission approved the resolution.

APPROVED TUESDAY, MAY 27, 2008 AS DATE FOR COMMISSION MEETING THAT FALLS ON MEMORIAL DAY IN 2008








Commissioner Polk moved to approve the suggested date of Tuesday, May 27, 2008 for the Commission meeting that falls on Memorial Day in 2008.  Commissioner Puckett seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

ROLL CALL:

Commissioner Knowles  - nothing
Commissioner Henderson – invited everyone to attend the unveiling of the Alice Reeves’ sculpture Thursday, January 10th at 5:30 p.m. at the Library.   
Commissioner Puckett questioned how the Library is doing. Library Director Barbara Morse stated the Sunday hours are being handled by six staff members.  The Library was not very busy this first Sunday, but expectations are for foot traffic to pick up. 
Commissioner Polk  – stated he spoke with CM Evans regarding trash pickups over the holiday as some areas did not receive trash pickup for several weeks. A new schedule is being worked on for next year.

Commissioner Puckett  – stated he is hoping for better time in 2008.  2007 was turmoil.  Commissioner Puckett stated the Ocala Airport has only four fuel trucks while Leesburg Airport, a much smaller airport, has nine fuel trucks.  The excess fuel trucks may become a problem.

Mayor Christian yielded time to CM Evans.  CM Evans stated the Martin Luther King, Jr. breakfast is being held Friday at 7:30 a.m. 

CM Evans stated a problem has come to light with the 2007 bond issuance where Citigroup made an error on the percentage rate.  A remedy is being discussed.  All expenses will be covered by Citigroup.  Further information will be presented at a later date.  

Commissioner Henderson asked if the Commission should give money to The Villages Charter School scholarship in the name of  Dewey Burnsed.  CM Evans noted the same could be done in memory of Walter McLin.  CM Evans stated $200 total would be appropriate.  Commissioner Henderson moved to approve a $200 donation to The Villages Charter School scholarship in memory of Dewey Burnsed and Walter McLin. Commissioner Polk seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.
Mayor Christian – reminded everyone again of the Martin Luther King Jr. breakfast Friday at 7:30 a.m., the parade on the following Saturday, and invited everyone to the church service on the following Sunday at 6:00 p.m..  Commissioner Christian stated Leesburg is making history with the Alice Reeves’ statue. He encouraged everyone to attend the unveiling of the statute Thursday at 5:30 p.m. at the Library.   Mayor Christian thanked everyone for showing confidence in him by electing him Mayor.

Commissioner Puckett moved to adjourn the organizational meeting. Commissioner Henderson seconded the motion and the organizational meeting adjourned at 5: 56  p.m.   
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