MINUTES OF THE MARCH 10, 2008 CITY COMMISSION MEETING



MINUTES OF THE CITY COMMISSION MEETING
MARCH 10, 2008
The City of Leesburg Commission held a regular meeting Monday, March 10, 2008, in the Commission Chambers at City Hall.    Mayor Christian called the meeting to order at 5:31 p.m. with the following members present:

Commissioner Sanna Henderson
Commissioner David Knowles 
Commissioner Lewis Puckett

Commissioner Bill Polk

Mayor John Christian 
Also present were City Manager (CM) Jay Evans, City Clerk (CC) Betty Richardson, City Attorney (CA) Fred Morrison, Deputy City Clerk (DCC) Diane Gibson Smith, the news media, and others.

Commissioner Knowles gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

PROCLAMATIONS:
Mayor Christian thanked Jim Miller for his work on the Sesquicentennial Celebration Committee by reading a proclamation of appreciation in its entirety and by presenting Mr. Miller with a plaque in appreciation for chairing the Sesquicentennial Celebration Committee.
HEARD PRESENTATION ON COUNTY HEALTH FACILITY OFFERINGS BY LAKE COUNTY COMMISSIONER JENNIFER HILL AND PAM STEINKE, LAKE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT










Lake County Commissioner Jennifer Hill stated she, Lake County Manager Cindy Hall, and Lake County Health Department Administrator Pam Steinke are present to address City staff’s concerns regarding the medical situation within the City of Leesburg.  

Mrs. Steinke noted the Public Health Clinic used to be where people who had no insurance went for medical attention, but that has changed.  Today, the Health Department is a state agency that serves the citizens of Lake County.  The department has key components that must be delivered per Florida Statute – environmental health, epidemiology control (i.e. disease surveillance), inspect pools and facilities, school health, childhood immunizations, lead medical in disasters, research and inform the public.  Mrs. Steinke reviewed the services currently available in or near Leesburg – maternity care, pediatric dental, food and nutrition for Women, Infant, Children (WIC) program, prescription assistance, HIV clinic, uninsured adults (Leesburg Community Health Center on First Street), healthy starts, and family planning.  The Lake County Public Health Department will be opening a primary health clinic in Umatilla as that community does not have many services available.      Mrs. Steinke noted community health care providers and staffing are limited. 
Mayor Christian questioned if information was known about who is not being serviced.  Mrs. Steinke stated no uninsured study has been completed since 1999.  A physician survey, a social services assessment, and a health care assessment have been done.  A community health assessment will be done this summer.

Mayor Christian stated he has seen first hand, the disparity of access to these services when offered by a non-profit group versus the government.     Mrs. Steinke noted this has always been an issue.  Health literacy, access, and communication are problems.  Mrs. Steinke noted there is a need to work with transportation in order to bring the health care to the poor.  
Commissioner Henderson questioned the number of primary care facilities.  Mrs. Steinke stated currently there are no primary care facilities, but soon a facility will open in Umatilla.  The Health Department is also applying for funding from the State to open a Health Department facility on donated land in Tavares.
Lake County Commissioner Jennifer Hill added Leesburg is the home of the VA Clinic. 

HEARD UPDATE ON KRISTEN COURT REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT BY HOUSING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR KEN THOMAS



Housing and Economic Development Director (HEDD) Ken Thomas stated he made a presentation to the Lake County SHIP Affordable Housing Board requesting $1.96 million over three years for funding of the renovation of Kristen Court.  He noted a few members of the board were outspoken, and unfortunately the board recommended not funding the Kristen Court project.  The board’s concern was the funds would not be available for other projects such as HUD, Habitat for Humanity, etc.  HEDD Thomas stated the County does not have a program for funding the project at this time, however since the board’s recommendation was made, many of the members have changed their minds and would like to support this project.    Plan B is to request $800,000 now and then another $800,000 in July. 
Commissioner Puckett stated the intent of this project was to break-even.  HEDD Thomas stated the City will not break-even on this project even if the City received the requested funding.
CM Evans noted several funding sources did not come through for this project – Federal Home Loan Bank of Atlanta and USDA grant.  To date, the City has secured the site and is working on stormwater issues and soil testing, while trying not to spend money until some funding issues are resolved.  HEDD Thomas distributed a listing of projected costs to renovate Kristen Court.  
Mayor Christian explained the SHIP program and how those dollars are given to the low to moderate homeowners to provide down payments for the purchase of homes.  The City requested those funds in a lump sump in order renovate the Kristen Court units and then sell the units to low to moderate income people.
Commissioner Polk questioned how much the homeowner will pay.  HEDD Thomas stated each unit will be sold for $112,000 and the customer pays a mortgage equal to $112,000 minus a credit from the City of Leesburg for the amount the customer would have received from SHIP for a down payment.
Mayor Christian stated this is where we provide service to the citizens of Leesburg.  Holding this property until funding comes through is not costing the City much money.  

Commissioner Puckett suggested cutting the losses and sell the property after removing the buildings.
CM Evans noted the City does have some carrying costs as a $4 million Bond Anticipation Note was used to purchase the property.  The carrying costs are interest payments.  The BAN will need to be replaced in 2009.
HEDD Thomas stated the next meeting with the Affordable Housing Board is March 19, 2008. HEDD Thomas stated he expects a more favorable result after that meeting.

Mayor Christian noted you can’t put a price tag on what purchasing this property did for the City of Leesburg.  This project is a good opportunity to provide affordable housing to the citizens of Leesburg.  This is an opportunity for Leesburg to shine and for Lake County to be a trendsetter, not a follower.
HEARD UPDATE ON STATUS OF THE OLD LIBRARY BUILDING RENOVATION BY ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES DIRECTOR RAY SHARP




ESPWD Sharp stated the RFP for modular wall systems bids are due March 24, 2008.  The idea is to select a firm that can provide design services, modular furniture, and available under State contract.  The bids on items left in the Library are due March 28, 2008.   

ESPWD Sharp reminded the Commission of the two leases outstanding – Community Development lease about $124,000 per year will expire 8/2009 and Communications lease about $16,000 per year expires 9/2008.    The air conditioning consultant says the current air condition units are adequate with good capacity.  
Staff is at a point where funds are needed to move forward. The estimated cost for interior renovations is $101,023.  The bottom number for everything is approximately $340,000 with most of that being modular furniture.  Commissioner Henderson questioned if the current furniture in each of the departments could be used.  ESPWD Sharp stated modular walls are the issue.
ESPWD Sharp stated his recommendation is to do all the interior renovations before the Community Development lease runs out; not some renovations now and some later.  CM Evans noted timing is an issue.   Renovate now, and the cash reserves could be further compromised.  Renovate later, additional funds may be available from the sale of property near CR470.

Commissioner Knowles questioned how long the project will take.  ESPWD Sharp stated this project is doable in the current fiscal year.  

Commissioner Polk questioned if money is available in this year’s budget to do the renovations.  CM Evans stated he could possibly find $100,000 this year.  
Mayor Christian questioned where the funds would come from and if this project is so pressing that the City’s funds should be constrained.  Perhaps the project should not be rushed.  CM Evans stated some of the funding can be found in savings from several projects such as the US Highway 441 landscaping.  

Commissioner Knowles stated while he would like to see the City stimulate the contractors, this project can wait a little while and agreed this project should not be rushed.
By consensus, this project will be added to the FY 2008/09 budget.

CONSENT AGENDA:

Pulled:  3.C.2 (contract with Annan Lanscaping, Inc.)

3.C.10. (approving sale price of property at CR470)
Commissioner Knowles moved to approve the consent agenda except for items 3.C.2, and 3.C.10, and Commissioner Henderson seconded the motion.  The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Henderson

Yea




Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Commissioner Puckett

Yea




Commissioner Polk


Yea




Mayor Christian


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission approved the consent agenda as follows:

CITY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES:

1. Meeting held February 25, 2008

PURCHASING ITEMS:

1. Purchase Requisition #39373 to Jones Edmunds & Associates, Inc. for FY 2008 Compliance Monitoring Services of City of Leesburg Municipal Landfill for $39,209.00.

RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION 8130
A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an Amendment to Lease agreement with Phillips Buick-Pontiac-GMC, Inc. for space at Leesburg International Airport; and providing an effective date.

RESOLUTION 8131

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an amendment to the agreement with the School Board of Lake County, Florida to provide for data transport and communications services, and providing an effective date.

RESOLUTION 8132

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an Agreement with Price Construction, Inc. to provide construction services for upgrades to the Lake Pointe Booster Pump station on Sleepy Hollow Road; and providing an effective date.

RESOLUTION 8133

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an agreement with the Lake County Sheriff's Office to provide for data transport services, and providing an effective date.

RESOLUTION 8134

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to accept a Workforce Central Florida Grant not to exceed $7,500 to assist in training firefighters; and providing an effective date.

RESOLUTION 8135

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute a Lease agreement with Mainville Tax Preparation & Bookkeeping for office space at the Business Incubator; and providing an effective date.

RESOLUTION 8136
A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute a Contract Amendment with St. Johns River Water Management District; and providing an effective date
RESOLUTION 8137
A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an Interlocal Agreement between Lake County and the City of Leesburg; and providing and effective date.

OTHER ITEMS:  None

ADOPTED RESOLUTION 8138 AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT WITH ANNAN LANDSCAPE, INC. FOR LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE SERVICES ON US HIGHWAY 441 BETWEEN COLLEGE DRIVE AND CR 473





Commissioner Puckett introduced the resolution to be read, by title only.  CC Richardson read the resolution, by title only, as follows:
A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an agreement with Annan Landscape, Inc. to provide landscape maintenance services on Highway 441 between College Dr. and CR-473; and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Henderson moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.

Commissioner Polk noted staff received 13 bids on this item and questioned how the decision was made.  Purchasing Manager (PM) Mike Thornton stated the bids were reviewed by a selection committee.  Once the field of vendors was narrowed, the final two were reviewed for life experience and the final determination was made on the experience.  PM Thornton noted one of the finalists, Fuller’s Lawn Care, only had residential experience.  

CM Evans questioned how the other contractors were discounted. PM Thornton stated the two lowest bidders were eliminated strictly on price; Annan Landscaping and Fuller’s Lawn Care were the two finalists.  Annan Landscaping had the experience, showed they had certification on traffic control, and positive references were given.   
Commissioner Polk questioned why bidders who did not have the correct certification were included.  PM Thornton stated all bidders were reviewed to see if they had the required certification.  The certification was requested in the bid.
Commissioner Henderson suggested going back to the other bidders to see if they have the required certification.
Mayor Christian requested additional information on why some vendors are discounted while others are not, be provided to the Commission prior to the meeting day.  

The roll call vote was as follows: 




Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Commissioner Puckett

Nay




Commissioner Polk


Nay




Commissioner Henderson

Yea




Mayor Christian


Yea

Three yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.
Commissioner Puckett left the room at 6:33 p.m. and returned at 6:37 p.m.
TABLED RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ISSUANCE OF AN INVITATION TO BID FOR THE SALE OF REAL PROPERTY LOCATED ON CR 470 UNTIL A NEW APPRAISAL IS RECEIVED









Commissioner Puckett introduced the resolution to be read, by title only.  CC Richardson read the resolution, by title only, as follows:
A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the City Manager to issue an Invitation to Bid soliciting bids for the sale of real property located on CR-470 (spray site) for no less than the appraised value of $4,125,000.00 and authorizing the City Manager to execute the sales agreement without returning to the Commission provided the purchase price is no less than the appraised value of $4,125,000; and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Henderson moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.

Commissioner Polk questioned the 100 to 120 foot buffer to be City maintained for 10 years.  He suggested the buffer area be sold to the developer and require them to maintain it.  CM Evans stated the buffer was to protect the adjacent property owners on Bay Avenue.  The buffer could be added to the property being sold and the developer could be required to maintain the buffer.  CM Evans noted this was not done in the proposal as that buffer has been identified as a potential trail corridor to connect down to the old railroad right-of-way long term.  

Commissioner Polk noted the railroad right-of-way has been purchased by the adjacent property owners and is no longer available for trail use.  Greg Padgett, an adjacent property owner, stated he purchased his railroad right-of-way and knows others did as well.
Commissioner Polk asked CA Morrison if the buffer property can be included and deed restricted.  CA Morrison stated the property can be included, but a new appraisal will be needed on the whole parcel with the diminished use on it.  
Adjacent property owner Ed Kursey, of Walnut Avenue, stated several reasons why he is against this rezoning effort: 1.)  Already have an industrial park in Okahumpka and do not welcome a second; 2.)  Leesburg has a less than stellar experience with industrial parks;  3.)  There is property closer to the turnpike for sale – why sell this and impose the neighbors; 4.) Local property values will go down with industrial park right behind it; 5.) Potential neighbor may bring an environmental impact;  6.) There are gopher tortoises on the property – relocation costs about $6,000 per tortoise; and 7.)  He will do everything in his power to stop this project.    As compromise, Mr. Kursey requested a 250 foot buffer with the owner maintaining it, a 6 foot buffer in the woods near the fence on the residents’ side to reduce trash, and posting “Trucks Do Not Enter” signs on Bay Street.  

Ms. Christensen, adjacent property owner, stated she agrees with Mr. Kursey.  She owns a majority of the property along Bay Street and would be affected the most.  She will be okay with the sale, if a 250 foot buffer is put in place.

Greg Padgett stated he owns the triangle area south of this property.  Mr. Padgett requested more information be communicated to the adjacent property owners.  Mayor Christian stated the reason for tonight’s discussion is to approve selling the parcel of land for a certain price.   

Mr. Padgett stated he would like to know the restrictions being put onto the buyers.   CM Evans stated some restrictions are included in the contract; others restrictions will be included in the zoning district to be placed on the property.    

CA Morrison stated an industrial district meeting was planned in January, postponed, and not held as yet.  The problem is the residents are in attendance tonight expecting a zoning hearing while the City Commission is just looking to put the property on the market.  A zoning ordinance is not part of the sales contract.  Land use is done at a later time.  Tonight’s meeting is a time to determine the size of the buffer and whether to re-appraise the property or not based on the buffer determination.  Zoning decisions will be made after the sale of the property.  

Commissioner Puckett moved to amend the resolution to require an 150 foot buffer maintained by the buyer.  Commissioner Henderson seconded the motion. 
Commissioner Polk questioned the depth of a normal buffer.  Interim Community Development Director Bill Wiley stated the depth of the buffer is usually not stated. A six foot high solid fence or wall is required.  

The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Puckett

Yea




Commissioner Polk


Yea




Commissioner Henderson

Yea




Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Mayor Christian


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission amended the resolution to require the 150 foot buffer and have the buffer maintained by the buyer.
Commissioner Puckett moved to table the resolution until a new appraisal including the buffer area is obtained and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.  The roll call vote was as follows:



Commissioner Polk


Yea




Commissioner Henderson

Yea




Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Commissioner Puckett

Yea




Mayor Christian


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission tabled the resolution until a new appraisal is received.
PUBLIC HEARINGS:

RESOLUTION 8139 APPROVING AN ANNEXATION AGREEMENT FOR ZELLWOOD PROPERTIES, LLC PROPERTY






 
Commissioner Henderson introduced the resolution to be read, by title only.  CC Richardson read the resolution, by title only, as follows:
A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an annexation agreement with Zellwood Properties, LLC; and providing an effective date.
Commissioner Knowles moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Henderson seconded the motion.

Mayor Christian requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Henderson

Yea




Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Commissioner Puckett

Nay




Commissioner Polk


Yea




Mayor Christian


Yea

Four yeas, one nay, the Commission adopted the resolution.
ADOPTED ORDINANCE 08-28 ANNEXING APPROXIMATELY 103 ACRES EAST OF COUNTY ROAD 48, NORTH OF AUSTIN MERRITT ROAD IN SECTION 32-20-24; PLACING THE PROPERTY IN CITY COMMISSION DISTRICT 3.(ZELLWOOD PROPERTIES, LLC)










CC Richardson read the ordinance, by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, annexing certain real property consisting of approximately 103 acres and being generally located east of County Road 48, north of Austin Merritt Road, lying in Section 32, Township 20 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida, which is contiguous to the city limits of the City of Leesburg, Florida, providing that said property so annexed shall be liable for its proportionate share of the existing and future indebtedness of said City; providing that such annexed property shall be subject to all laws and ordinances of said City as if all such territory had been a part of the City of Leesburg at the time of passage and approval of said laws and ordinances; providing that such annexed territory shall be placed in City Commission District 3; and providing an effective date (Zellwood Properties, LLC). 

Commissioner Knowles moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Henderson seconded the motion.

Fire Chief Sargent provided information on fire service requested at the last meeting.  He noted this property is located 3.5 miles from Fire Station 4; 0.5 miles from the proposed Renaissance Trails Fire Station, and thus, already covered. 
Police Chief Chrisman stated current costs for this area are under $10,000 a year.  He reviewed how the Police Department determines their need in a newly developed area. Future expenses in this area will be approximately $49,223.72 from the General Fund per officer and $34,500 from Impact/Assessment Fees per vehicle and equipment.  The amount of growth will determine the number of officers and vehicles needed.

The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Commissioner Puckett

Nay




Commissioner Polk


Yea




Commissioner Henderson

Yea




Mayor Christian


Yea

Four yeas, one nay, the Commission adopted the ordinance.
ADOPTED ORDINANCE 08-29 AMENDING THE ZONING OF APPROXIMATELY 103 ACRES GENERALLY LOCATED EAST OF COUNTY ROAD 48, NORTH OF AUSTIN MERRITT ROAD, IN SECTION 32-20-24 FROM COUNTY A (AGRICULTURE) TO CITY PUD (PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT), SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS CONTAINED IN EXHIBIT A. (ZELLWOOD PROPERTIES, LLC)


CC Richardson read the ordinance, by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, rezoning approximately 103 acres generally located east of County Road 48, north of Austin Merritt Road , lying in Section 32, Township 20 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida, from County A (Agriculture) to City PUD (Planned Unit Development)., subject to conditions contained in Exhibit A; and providing an effective date. (Zellwood Properties, LLC)
Commissioner Knowles moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Henderson seconded the motion.

Greg Beliveau, LPG Planning Group, stated he ran a revenue stream on the CR 48 area developments that shows the City will receive $55,000 from the property even in the non-developed stage.  Mr. Beliveau stated the applicant is requesting to extend the sunset clause (Section F, page 9) to 36 months due to the economy.

Commissioner Polk moved to amend the conditions for the PUD and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.

Commissioner Puckett left the room at 7:39 p.m. and returned at 7:43 p.m.
The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Polk


Yea




Commissioner Henderson

Yea




Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Commissioner Puckett

Absent




Mayor Christian


Yea

Four yeas, no nays, the Commission approved the change to the conditions with Commissioner Puckett out of the room at the time of the vote.

The roll call vote for approving the ordinance was as follows:



Commissioner Polk


Yea




Commissioner Henderson

Yea




Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Commissioner Puckett

Absent




Mayor Christian


Yea

Four yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.
TABLED THE ORDINANCE, AMENDING THE LEESBURG, FLORIDA CODE OF ORDINANCE TO ADD CHAPTER 26 - SPECIAL EVENTS, RESOLUTION TO WAIVE THE 180 DAYS, ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 5, ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 25-424, AND THE ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 15-9




CC Richardson read the ordinance, by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, creating Chapter 26 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Leesburg; pertaining to special events; providing legislative findings; providing definitions; providing requirements and exceptions; providing for fees; providing for time requirements for application; providing for conditions to issuance of special event permit; providing for denial of special event permits; providing for appeals; providing for insurance requirements; providing for enforcement authority and penalties; repealing Section 25-123 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Leesburg; renumbering sections following Section 25-123 to account for the repeal of said section; providing for conflict; providing a savings clause; and providing an effective date.
Commissioner Henderson moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.

Commissioner Polk questioned what changes were made.   CA Morrison stated the changes made include:  adding three classifications; length of time for applying for the various classifications; and a new subsection giving definitions of special events to exclude certain events was added.

Commissioner Puckett suggested moving forward with the ordinance as presented as this ordinance provides a good starting point.   

Steve Richey, representing Morrison United Methodist Church, stated he reviewed items he thought were reviewed during the last meeting.  Mr. Richey stated areas still in question include: the ability to use parking lot and other venues without going through the permitting process to recoup money lost in the events; insurance – not clear if Churches are exempted or not; need to reference exemptions for existing conditional use permits in all sections (example: Two Old Hags Wine Shop); there are no guidelines to notify people affected by these events; there are no provisions for conflicting events – need guidelines.  Mr. Richey questioned if pre-filers for special event permits would follow this new ordinance or the ordinance in effect when the application was made.  Also, this revised ordinance still prohibits the use of space unless specifically licensed.
Commissioner Polk questioned how people who have already applied for event permits will be affected by this ordinance.  CA Morrison stated people who have already applied for a permit will be following the rules under the ordinance in effect when they applied.  CA Morrison further suggested not passing the ordinance tonight due to the questions asked by Mr. Richey.
Commissioner Puckett moved to table items B1, B1A, B2, B3, and B4.  Commissioner Polk seconded the motion. 

Mayor Christian requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

The roll call vote was as follows:  




Commissioner Puckett

Yea




Commissioner Polk


Yea




Commissioner Henderson

Yea




Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Mayor Christian


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission approved tabling the items.
CM Evans questioned if the Commission would prefer to discuss this item in a workshop or a regular meeting.  CA Morrison noted public input is usually not accepted and votes cannot be taken during a workshop.  By consensus, this item will be discussed as the last item on a regular Commission meeting.
INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE FISCAL YEAR 2007-08 BUDGET FOR THE GENERAL, ELECTRIC, GAS AND POLICE FORFEITURE FUNDS


Commissioner Knowles introduced the ordinance to be read, by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, by title only, as follows:
An ordinance of the City Commission of the City of  Leesburg, Florida amending the Fiscal year 2007-08 Budget for the General, Electric, Gas and Police Forfeiture Funds; and providing an effective date.
Commissioner Henderson questioned who the anonymous donor was that provided money to refurbish the fire truck.  Fire Chief Sargent stated the person(s) will be recognized later with plaques.

RESOLUTION 8140 APPOINTING JANE SEWELL AS A REGULAR AND JULIAN GRAHAM AS AN ALTERNATE MEMBER TO THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD












Commissioner Henderson moved to appoint Jane Sewell as a regular member and Julian Graham as an alternate member of the Historic Preservation Board.  Commissioner Puckett seconded the motion.  The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Henderson

Yea




Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Commissioner Puckett

Yea




Commissioner Polk


Yea




Mayor Christian


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission approved appointing Jane Sewell as a regular member and Julian Graham as an alternate member to the Historic Preservation Board.

Commissioner Henderson introduced the resolution to be read including the names of Jane Sewell and Julian Graham.  CC Richardson read the resolution, by title only, as follows:

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, appointing Jane Sewell as a regular member and Julian Graham as an alternate to the Historic Preservation Board said terms to expire September 30, 2010, and providing an effective date.
Commissioner Henderson moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.

The roll call vote was as follows:

Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Commissioner Puckett

Yea




Commissioner Polk


Yea




Commissioner Henderson

Yea

Mayor Christian


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.

RESOLUTION 8141 AUTHORIZING THE CITIZENS ADVISORY TASK FORCE AND APPOINTING MEMBERS FOR THE PURPOSE OF SUBMITTING A COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) APPLICATION FOR THE 2008 FUNDING CYCLE












Commissioner Henderson moved to appoint Flora Jo Haber, Agnes Berry, Dorothy Everett, Penelope Anderson, and Glorious Mitchell to the Citizen Advisory Task Force.  Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.  The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Puckett

Yea




Commissioner Polk


Yea




Commissioner Henderson

Yea




Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Mayor Christian


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission approved appointing Flora Jo Haber, Agnes Berry, Dorothy Everett, Penelope Anderson, and Glorious Mitchell as members of the Citizen Advisory Task Force.
Commissioner Henderson introduced the resolution to be read including the names as approved.  CC Richardson read the resolution, by title only, as follows:

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, authorizing the Citizen Advisory Task Force and appointing Flora Jo Haber, Agnes Berry, Dorothy Everett, Penelope Anderson, and Glorious Mitchell, to the Task Force for the purpose of submitting a Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) application for the 2008 Funding Cycle; and providing an effective date.
Commissioner Puckett moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.

The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Polk


Yea




Commissioner Henderson

Yea

Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Commissioner Puckett

Yea

Mayor Christian


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.

INFORMATIONAL REPORTS:

CITY ATTORNEY ITEMS:  None
CITY MANAGER ITEMS:  
1. CM Evans reminded the Commission of the Workshop scheduled Tuesday, March 11, 2008 at 5:00 p.m. in the Commission Room.  The primary purpose of the workshop is to discuss goals and priorities.
2. CM Evans noted the Executive Director of the CDC requested a GLCRA meeting to discuss the reuse of Dabney Elementary.  A tentative date is scheduled for Friday, March 14, 2008 at 3:00 p.m.  CC Richardson will call each commissioner to confirm.
3. CM Evans requested Electric Director Paul Kalv show a new feature on the City’s website.  The new ISO rating is announced on the website and customers will be able to determine if the new ISO rating will affect their homeowner insurance based on their address.  If their address falls in an area where the new ISO rating will affect their insurance rate, a letter will be created for the customer to send to their insurance company.
ROLL CALL:

Commissioner Henderson  - questioned the type of apartments being constructed at the end of Sleepy Hollow.  HEDD Thomas stated the apartments will be mixed, affordable.
Commissioner Knowles – stated the Bass Tournament over the weekend went well.  ESPN will air the tournament this Saturday. at 9:00 a.m.

Commissioner Puckett - none

Commissioner Polk – stated the Electric Department did a wonderful job responding to the problems created by the severe weather on Saturday.  He noted the importance of all Police officers being familiar with electricity.  

Mayor Christian – questioned if the RFP for financial services has been completed.  CM Evans and Finance Director Jerry Boop both stated the RFP has not been completed due to time spent in completing the Comprehensive Financial Annual Report (CAFR).  FD Boop stated the CAFR must be completed by the end of March and will be presented to the Commission at the first meeting in April.  Mayor Christian stated he attended the opening ceremony for the baseball program Saturday and was impressed with the diversity of the program.  He congratulated Recreation and Parks Director Bruce Ericson on his excellent program.  

Commissioner Knowles moved to adjourn the meeting and Commissioner Puckett seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.







__________________________________








Mayor

Attest:

City Clerk


Diane L. Gibson Smith



Recorder

MINUTES 080310

-14-

