MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING

OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

CITY COMMISSION CHAMBERS, CITY HALL

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2008, 3:30 P.M.

The Planning Commission of the City of Leesburg held its regular meeting Thursday, February 21, 2008, in the Commission Chambers at City Hall.  Chairman Micham called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m.  The follow​ing Commission members were present:

Marc Micham

Roland Stults
Agnes Berry
Wylie Hamilton

Clell Coleman

Jo Ann Heim

Edward Schlein

City staff present included Bill Wiley, Planning & Zoning Manager, Mike Miller, Planner, Dianne Pacewicz, Planner, and Fred Morrison, City Attorney. 
The meeting opened with an invocation given by Commissioner Agnes Berry and the Pledge of Alle​giance to the Flag.
MINUTES OF PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION MEETING OF January 10, 2008:
Commissioner  Jo Ann Heim  moved to APPROVE the minutes.  Commis​sioner Wylie Hamilton SECONDED the motion which, PASSED by a unanimous voice vote of 7 to 0.
Dianne Pacewicz swore in staff, Bill Wiley and Mike Miller.
Bill Wiley, Planning & Zoning Manager, informed the audience of the rules of participation and the need to sign the speaker’s registry.  
NEW BUSINESS 

 2.
PUBLIC HEARING CASE #011-4-022108 BEREAN BAPTIST CHURCH REZONING 


REQUEST FOR A RECOMMENDATION TO THE CITY COMMISSION FOR REZONING OF APPROXIMATELY 6.07 ACRES FROM COUNTY A AGRICULTURE TO PUD (PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT) DISTRICT, FOR PROPERTY GENERALLY LOCATED ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF C.R. 48, APPROXIMATELY 1.1 MILES EAST OF THE INTERSECTION OF U.S.27 AND C.R. 48, AS LEGALLY DESCRIBED SEC.13 TWP 20S, RGE.24E. (TENTATIVE CITY COMMISSION DATES MARCH 24, 2008 AND APRIL 14, 2008)
Bill Wiley reviewed and summarized the request and stated staff request approval as follows:

· Development of the properties shall be subject to the Planned Unit Development Conditions, dated February 21, 2008.

· Staff recommends approval of the proposed rezoning subject to the property receiving a Small Scale Comprehensive Plan Amendment Future Land Use Designation of LD (Low Density) approval from the City Commission Case number 013-0-022108.

· The uses permitted are as follows: House of Worship (church), church related uses including offices and daycare uses, associated uses such as water retention ponds and buffering.

· Access to the parcel shall be based on the site plan dated December 28, 2007, which indicates one (1) access from County Road 48 on the north.

· All lighting of the parking, landscape and building and open areas shall be designed in such a manner as to minimize visual impact on adjacent properties.  Lighting design for the above referenced areas shall be reviewed during the site plan review process.

· Each property line along the south, east, and west shall have a ten (10) foot landscape buffer with and eight 98) foot decorative fence with landscaping.

· All other landscaping and buffering shall be in accordance with regulations contained within the City of Leesburg Code of Ordinances.

Suzanne Salazar asked why all of the construction is pushed up against the west property line.  She stated that after the hurricanes in 2004, the entire northwest quadrant of the property was flooded.  Bill Wiley stated that this is only a conceptual plan, and when they come into the City, they will have to comply with all of the City requirements such as retention and elevations.  Ms. Salazar asked if the natural lay of the land will be altered because right now the water drains off of her property into this property.  Mr. Wiley answered that they will also have to meet requirements for St. John’s.  Chairman Micham said that the preliminary site plan is within code and that the engineering that will be done will be approved by City staff.  Clell Coleman said that they have to take care of their water and that she would need to take care of hers. 

Attorney Fred Morrison referred to number 9 of the PUD, pertaining to Drainage and Utilities, which says “prior to receiving Final Development Plan Approval, the “Permittee” shall submit, if applicable, a Master Site Drainage Plan…demonstrating no direct discharge of storm water runoff generated by the development into any natural surface waters or onto adjacent properties.”  Attorney Morrison said whatever water they generate on their property has to be kept on their property.

Suzanne Salazar said that she doesn’t understand how you can be responsible for your own water or how they are not going to be negatively impacted if the water cannot drain the way it was meant to drain.  She is concerned about changing the natural landscape and the effect it is going to have on them.  Bill Wiley said that it will be looked at as part of the drainage plan.

Bob Steele stated a concern that he didn’t want it to be done before they know about it.  He is trying to stay ahead of what will happen.  Chairman Micham said that the contractor will need to submit documentation and engineering for final site plan approval, which is public record.

Marc Ricker stated that the building is located directly in the middle from the property line to the existing building.  He said he understood their concern, all of the technical and engineering work that they’re going to do does not address whether this development blocks their water from running onto the property.  He is just going to take care of the property that they generate on their property going into their retention. 

Commissioner Edward Schlein made a motion to APPROVE case #011-4-022108 Berean Baptist Church Rezoning.  Commissioner Agnes Berry SECONDED the motion which, PASSED by a voice vote of 7 to 0.
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