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MINUTES OF THE CITY COMMISSION MEETING

AUGUST 25, 2008

The City of Leesburg Commission held a regular meeting Monday, August 25, 2008, in the Commission Chambers at City Hall.    Mayor Christian called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. with the following members present:

Commissioner Sanna Henderson

Commissioner David Knowles 

Commissioner Lewis Puckett

Commissioner Bill Polk

Mayor John Christian 

Also present were City Manager (CM) Jay Evans, City Clerk (CC) Betty Richardson, City Attorney (CA) Fred Morrison, the news media, and others.

Mayor Christian gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

PROCLAMATIONS: None

PRESENTATIONS:  

Recognized Employee
Jimmy Feagle, Deputy Director of Public Works, recognized Chad Conklin for ten years in the Water Department.  Chad is an employee who truly cares about the City and what he does.  For the last eight years, he has been a plant mechanic. DDPW Feagle noted Chad also volunteers in the community.
Third Quarter Financial Results

Finance Director (FD) Jerry Boop presented the third quarter financial results for the 2007-2008 budget year. The report included a graph that shows whether the cash balance is up or down, favorable or unfavorable.  

FD Boop advised the General Fund operated well through the third quarter.  The City is facing several challenges with the re-classing of the Benderson property, a $440,000 reduction in ad valorem revenue, and the economic impact of State revenue stream. The City is overall possibly facing between $500,000 and $750,000 shortfall.  The State has revised their assessment four times this year and has already revised the number for next year one time.  Staff has adjusted the budget accordingly and reduced expenditure wherever possible.   Staff hopes to break even at end of year.

FD Boop said he is very impressed with where the City is in cash balance for June.   Normally at this time of year, funds start trending downward.  He expects cash balance to drop to $4 million by end of year.

FD Boop reviewed the Stormwater Fund.  The cash balance at the end of June was $859,000, and is now in excess of $900,000.  

Commissioner Puckett asked why so much surplus.  FD Boop advised staff has been preparing for several much needed projects.  Once the projects begin, the funds will go down.

Commissioner Henderson asked what is happening on Canal Street.  CM Evans advised the City still needs to construct a pond at Canal and Meadow Streets.

Commissioner Polk asked if the City has a problem area where the stormwater drain has caused road damage, can the stormwater funds be used to repair the road.  The Commission should consider reducing collections since there is a surplus of funds.  He suggested cutting the percentage collected to help out the public City Attorney Morrison advised the funds are restricted to stormwater capital projects.  The funds cannot be used to repair current infrastructure.

Mayor Christian said he would like to know the upcoming projects planned.  He said Beecher Street floods now.  The City may need to continue collecting fees for future projects.

Deputy Environmental Services Director (DESD) Darel Craine advised staff has held off work because the estimate on Whispering Pines was very high.  The bid is now in place at $675,000, and will be on the next Commission agenda for approval.  The last meeting in September will have the basin study for flooding at a cost of about $90,000.  The study will bring staff up to date on flooding areas and can determine which projects are needed.  The consultant was in town during the rain last week (Tropical Storm Fay), to see firsthand the neighborhoods that have problems.  Next year, the emphasis is on closing ditch lines.  FD Boop advised the funds will be spent and them reimbursed by grants.

FD Boop advised the Community Redevelopment Agencies have adequate cash on hand in each CRA.

FD Boop gave a Recap of the Capital Projects Fund.  He said the majority of funds are provided through grants and bonds.

FD Boop gave an overview of revenues and expenditures for additional special revenue funds: Forfeiture, LOOP, Police, Fire, and Recreation impact fees.  

Mayor Christian stated the Fire impact fees shows a deficit.  FD Boop advised in 2006, the City purchased a fire engine for Station 4 in Okahumpka.  At that time, staff thought there would be adequate collection in the year to fund the purchase, but the collections did not materialize.  As of this date, there is a deficiency of cash in that fund of $124,000.  As fees are collected, the cash deficit is drawn down.  At end of this year if needed, the deficiency will be covered by loan from General Fund.

FD Boop advised he has been working with auditors to more accurately reflect the Electric Fund numbers, which resulted in a $1.8 million adjustment.  This represents an amount of under billings due to increases in cost of natural gas.  With the time lag between purchase and pass onto customers, staff cannot adjust billing quick enough to cover that cost.  The City has adjusted the BPCA several times over last months to recover the $1.8 million.  Staff expects to recover by end of fiscal year.  The cash balance has gone down $1.3 mill since end of 3rd quarter due to the cost of purchase power.  The City pays up font and then recovers.   He believes the fund will be positive by end of year.

FD Boop advised the Gas Department is very healthy.  The cash balance continues to grow as a   result of good operations.  

FD Boop stated the Water Department is performing well. The cash balance continues to increase.  Overall it is doing well.  

FD Boop said the challenge is the Wastewater Treatment Utility, which started below the required cash balance.  Through the year the fund has inched away at the deficiency.  The bottom line is that the cash position has improved $178,000 since the end of the previous quarter.  It is trending in a positive manner, but is still below the required reserve.  

Mayor Christian asked what is the biggest issue with the Wastewater Treatment utility.  FD Boop stated that in 2006 there was an effort in place to look at impact fees in house to see if some of them could be used to restore operational cash.  This took about $5 million out of impact fees and re-classed to operations.  When that move was made, there was not adequate cash on hand to fund many of the capital projects planned.  The fund has been recovering ever since.  FD Boop said he hopes that at the current rate, the fund will recover by the end of the calendar year.

CM Evans advised that at the beginning of fiscal year, staff talked about the cash balance of each fund.  At that time, staff hoped to recover and have narrowed the gap considerably.  

FD Boop advised the Communications Fund is performing well. Cash on hand is increasing.  This is a great success story and good job by staff.

FD Boop stated the Solid Waste/Commercial dumpster area shows a decrease in cash of about $75,000. Bills were outstanding at the end of a month.  If they had been paid on time, there would not be this much difference.  

DPWD Feagle said the City planned to add 26 new compactor customers this year.  Annexation allows customers to be brought into the City’s system within five years.  As the program started, there was resistance from competitors.  City staff was made aware of a displacement statute after the program was started. 

CA Morrison advised there are two classifications of customers:  Customers such as those in the mall area (large annexation).  If they have a franchise to provide service, they can do lesser of five years or life of franchise.  At the end of five years, the City can take over the customers.  For customers in area not recently annexed, City must have a public hearing with 45 days prior notice in writing to all private haulers and public notice.  The City must receive comments on city taking over service area.  The City must give three years prior notice before actually taking over the area.  The City can take over immediately if it pays 15 months of gross receipts for area displaced or negotiate another amount.  The City can offer service, but cannot kick private hauler out.  The City can compete in an open market at any time and can do head to head competition.  Many customers have long-term contracts so they would have to break the contract.  Also, there is a provision where the City can receive petitions from majority of property owners asking City to take over service.  With commercial service, that probably would not happen.  The worst-case scenario is to hold the public hearing as soon as possible after the 45-day notice.  Then, in three years take over entire area and in meantime can get new customers.

Commissioner Puckett asked of there is excess equipment required for this program.  DPWD Feagle advised staff has only purchased compactors that have been installed and the City is receiving revenue from each purchase.  The lease rate provides for a five-year payback, which includes a 19% margin to cover maintenance, repair, etc. There are no new employees.  The City has nine active customers and has hauled 75 loads.  To date, the charges for disposal were $54,000 and the City’s cost was $35,000 which allowed a $19,000 overall profit or $253 per load profit.   Staff was very careful in their approach to make sure all costs were covered.  The City has only lost money on one haul out of the 75.  Staff has received a good reaction from the customers

Mayor Christian asked about competitors paying a fee to the City of Leesburg.  DPWD Feagle advised companies pay a 10% franchise fee.  He said the only way to collect the funds is to do a true audit.  At this time, the City’s operators look at the compactors and roll-offs and match them to the franchise report.  

CM Evans suggested using the Florida League of Cities to provide an audit in return for a percentage of the funds found.  DPWD advised the audit can go back for five years.

Commissioner Polk said the City should require anyone who gets a demolition permit to list their hauler.  That would help identify companies.

Commissioner Polk asked if the money will be spent on compactors or roll back into the fund.  FD Boop stated the funds are reflected in cash on hand.

FD Boop advised the Health Care Fund is trending toward a loss for year. The fund has adequate cash on hand and is very well funded.  In analyzing performance for this Fiscal Year, some loss is attributable to fear of employees losing jobs so they rushed out to ensure health care needs were met.  If the fund does lose money, it will be the first year that happens.  The City has 289 days of cash on hand.  

FD Boop said the Worker’s Compensation Fund is in the same condition as the Health Care Fund.  A couple of large claims were paid this year. Cash on hand changes every year based on experience.

FD Boop stated the Building Permit fund incurred a loss of $45,000 since last quarter, which reflects the slow down in building industry.  Cash on hand is 14 days as of the end of June.  CM Evans advised he has eliminated one Office Specialist position and the person in that position will be transferred. This will save approximately $30,000 per year in the Building Permit Fund.  Additional action will be taken, if necessary.

FD Boop advised the Pension Plans are underperforming.  The City will have to fund shortfalls.  Commissioner Polk said he would like to see this information before the budget meeting.

Recognized Employee
Fire Chief Sargent recognized George Jacobs for twenty years in the Fire Department.  Lt. Jacobs is a lieutenant at the airport fire station.  He is certified in interior and airport rescue firefighting.  He and his crew do two jobs for the City; protect the northeastern area for fire and medical resources and also answer calls on airport grounds.  Chief Sargent introduced the other members of Lt. Jacobs’ crew - Engineer Eric Harper and FF James Burwell.

CONSENT AGENDA:

Pulled:   4.C.10 (Pay Grades for Fiscal year 2008-09)

Commissioner Puckett moved to approve the consent agenda except item 4.C.10 and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.  The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Henderson

Yea




Commissioner
Polk


Yea




Commissioner
Puckett


Yea




Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Mayor Christian


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission approved the consent agenda as follows:

CITY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES:

Regular meeting held August 11, 2008

RESOLUTIONS:
RESOLUTION 8250

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Leesburg Police Department to accept the grant award of $6,930.00 from FDLE to defray the total cost of $13,860.00 for ballistic vests; and providing an effective date. 

RESOLUTION 8251

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute Amendment One extending the Lease Agreement with Derek Schoening d/b/a Lake Marine for the purpose of providing watercraft repair services for the Venetian Cove Marina: and providing an effective Date.

RESOLUTION 8252

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute a Joint Participation Agreement with the Florida Department of Transportation for funding for the Design Overlay of Runway 3-21 and Associated Taxiways B, K and J at Leesburg International Airport; and providing an effective date

RESOLUTION 8253

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute Work Order No. 13 with Hanson Professional Services, Inc. for the design of the rehabilitation of runway 3-21 and associated taxiways at Leesburg International Airport; and providing an effective date.

RESOLUTION 8254

A resolution authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to sign an Agreement with Simon Properties, owners of the Lake Square Mall, for an Emergency Response Staging Area for the City’s Utility Operators; and providing an effective date.

RESOLUTION 8255

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an agreement with Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc. for professional engineering services related to traffic signal and intersection management; and providing an effective date.

REOSLUTION 8256

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an agreement with GMB Engineers & Planners, Inc. for professional services related to traffic signal and intersection management; and providing an effective date.

RESOLUTION 8257

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an agreement with J&H Waterstop, Inc. for construction services to rehabilitate the Scenic Street and Stoer Island Drive lift stations (16 and 16A); and providing an effective date.

RESOLUTION 8258

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an agreement with Southern Site Works for construction services to construct the Lee and Canal Street stormwater drainage ponds; and providing an effective date.

RESOLUTION 8259

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute a Second Amendment to Lease agreement between the City of Leesburg and Phillips Buick-Pontiac-GMC, Inc. for property at Leesburg International Airport; and providing an effective date.

OTHER ITEMS:  None

TABLED THE RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER AND FINANCE DIRECTOR TO IMPLEMENT THE APPROVED PAY GRADES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2008-09












Commissioner Puckett introduced the resolution to be read, by title only.  CC Richardson read the resolution, by title only, as follows:

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the City Manager and Finance Director to implement the approved pay grades for fiscal year 2008-09; and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Henderson moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.

Commissioner Polk asked how much these changes will affect the budget for next year.  CM Evans advised all changes are programmed into the budget document.

Mayor Christian said he needed to know monthly cost of the pay grade changes.  There are no fiscal impact numbers.  He said he cannot approve the pay grade schedule the way it is presented.

CM Evans stated since he has been in Leesburg, pay grades have been a problem.  Staff has been progressive in doing studies every three years, but the City cannot afford to implement the full study.  The process of implementations has caused compression in the pay grades.  Only essential changes are included in this pay classification. The positions cut in Finance cover proposed changes in pay grades.  Staff has been very careful in the area where changes were made to rectify past problems.  They looked at similarly situated employees where changes were made.  Staff held off on some changes because of the necessary changes that would also have to be made to similar positions.  The changes are very strategic in nature and most changes result in a net decrease in department.  

Mayor Christian stated if development decreases and business decreases, the number of positions should decrease.  He said he is not comfortable with the information he has in hand.  This does not look good to give raises when staff does not know how much it will cost when the budget is tight.  He said most of the raises are in the utilities and asked why only a few positions are getting raises when the City is laying off people

Commissioner Knowles moved to table approval of the Pay Grades until the first meeting in September and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.  

The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Knowles

Yea







Commissioner Puckett

Yea







Commissioner Polk


Yea







Commissioner Henderson

Yea






Mayor Christian


Yea


Five yeas, no nays, the Commission tabled the resolution until September 8, 2008.
PUBLIC HEARINGS:
ADOPTED ORDINANCE 08-75 AMENDING THE ZONING OF APPROXIMATELY 6.17 ACRES GENERALLY LOCATED NORTH OF MONTCLAIR ROAD AND WEST OF MCCORMACK STREET, IN SECTION 22-19-24 FROM CITY R-3 (HIGH DENSITY RESIDENTIAL) AND M-1 (INDUSTRIAL) TO CITY PUD (PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT), SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS CONTAINED IN EXHIBIT A. (VICTORIA GARDENS).











CC Richardson read the ordinance, by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, rezoning approximately 6.17 acres generally located north of Montclair Avenue and west of McCormick Street, lying in Section 22, Township 19 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida, from City R-3 (high density residential) and M-1 (industrial) to City PUD (Planned Unit Development), subject to conditions contained in Exhibit A; and providing an effective date. (Victoria Gardens)
Commissioner Knowles moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.

Mayor Christian requested comments from the public.  

Greg Beliveau, LPG, advised that after the last meeting he met with staff regarding buffers.  Staff is agreeable with revised buffers. The plan no longer has an emergency access in the Oakridge Condominiums.  He has addressed issues cited at first meeting and moved some buildings. The eight-foot decorative wall will be along the boundary with mobile homes and the wall will be six feet on the industrial side. They have reduced the building height at the property lines to two story structures.

Commissioner Knowles asked where the second access will be located.  Mr. Beliveau advised the second access is not required under the code.  .

Commissioner Henderson said the developer had made promises of a second phase of what Oakridge already had.  To make these kinds of changes does not sound fair.

Mr. Beliveau said he would like to make a clarification on that point.  The owner informed property owners that he would make an effort to build a cost effective mobile home park on this site. He placed mobile homes in the vacant tracts and nothing happened.  The developer feels he made a good faith effort.  He is now moving into a market that is working in Leesburg. The reverter clauses have expired requiring a mobile home park.  He made effort after that expiration.

Mayor Christian asked if there is a way to require on-site security at night. CA Morrison advised this could be done as a condition of the planned unit development.  Mayor Christian said he would like to see that done and stipulate security on-site during night hours.  Mr. Beliveau stated the developer has no problem with on-site management.

Mayor Christian said he does not want to have the same problems at this development that the City has had happen in other developments.  The Crossings developers were given perks and now there are all kinds of issues.  There are lots of police calls at the Crossings.  

William James, resident of Oakridge, believes there should be an attempt to develop land as it was intended.  Mr. Johnson put homes in the intended Phase II that are smaller than what is there now. Value of existing homes average is about $47,000.  Mr. Johnson priced the homes he placed at over $100,000.  He put homes on two lots, which is not an indication of trying to sell the units.  He was tying up land for future land development.  He admitted to buying them retail which added to the selling price.  Mr. James recently took over as President of Board of Directors.  If they can fill with residents, then they control their expenses, etc.  He would like to work with developer to improve the project.    Mr. James said the residents had no indication of anything other than manufactured homes being placed on Phase II. He does not believe the residents would have sold it if they had known this would happen.  

The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Puckett

Nay







Commissioner Polk


Yea







Commissioner Henderson

Nay







Commissioner Knowles

Yea






Mayor Christian


Yea


Three yeas, two nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.
ADOPTED ORDINANCE 08-76 REZONING APPROXIMATELY 1.5 ACRES ON THE NORTH SIDE OF MAIN STREET, EAST OF CLOUD STREET AND WEST OF EAST STREET, IN SECTION 22 19-24, FROM CITY M-1 (INDUSTRIAL) TO SPUD (SMALL PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT) FOR BRYAN SHEPHERD (METRO STEELE).


CC Richardson read the ordinance, by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, rezoning approximately 1.5 acres generally located on the north side of Main Street, east of Cloud Street and west of East Street, lying in Section 22, Township 19 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida, from City M-1 (industrial) to SPUD (Small Planned Unit Development), subject to conditions contained in Exhibit A; and providing an effective date. (Metro Steele)
Commissioner Henderson moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.

Mayor Christian requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Polk


Yea




Commissioner Henderson

Yea




Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Commissioner Puckett

Yea




Mayor Christian


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.
ADOPTED ORDINANCE 08-77 EXTENDING THE EXPIRATION DATE SET BY ORDINANCE NO. 00 - 29 FOR THE PARTICIPATION BY THE CITY OF LEESBURG IN THE MUNICIPAL SERVICE TAXING UNIT ESTABLISHED BY LAKE COUNTY TO FUND AMBULANCE AND EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES




CC Richardson read the ordinance, by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, extending the expiration date set by Ordinance no. 00 – 29, extended by Ordinance 01-34 to September 30, 2003, extended by Ordinance 03-68 to September 30, 2006, and extended by Ordinance 06-84 to September 30, 2009, for participation by the City of Leesburg in the Municipal Service Taxing Unit established by Lake County to fund ambulance and emergency medical services to September 30, 2012; providing for earlier termination of participation in the Municipal Service Taxing Unit in the event of a change in the identity of the agency or entity providing these services or the occurrence of certain other events or conditions; and providing an effective date. 

Commissioner Polk moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Puckett seconded the motion.

Mayor Christian requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Henderson
Yea




Commissioner Knowles
Yea




Commissioner Puckett
Yea




Commissioner Polk

Yea




Mayor Christian

Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.
INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM SOUTHERN SPRING LAKE COVE, L.L.C., PERTAINING TO LAND IN SECTION 33-18-24, AND A PORTION OF SECTION 4-19-7.








Commissioner Puckett introduced the ordinance to be read, by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, accepting a utility easement from Southern Spring Lake Cove, L.L.C., as grantor, to the City of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located in Section 33, Township 18 south, Range 24 east, and a portion of Section 4, Township 19 south, Range 27 east, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date.  

Mayor Christian requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM CARVER HEIGHTS MINISTRIES, INC., PERTAINING TO LAND IN BLOCKS H AND A OF LIBERIA, A SUBDIVISION IN LEESBURG.







Commissioner Henderson introduced the ordinance to be read, by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, accepting a utility easement from Carver Heights Ministries, Inc., as grantor, to the City of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located in Blocks H and A of Liberia, a subdivision in Leesburg, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date.  

Mayor Christian requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

INTRODUCED ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM JOSEPH H. NOLETTE, TRUSTEE, PERTAINING TO THE LAND IN SECTIONS 16 AND 21-19-25 (U.S. HIGHWAY 441)











Commissioner Knowles introduced the ordinance to be read, by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, accepting a utility easement from Joseph H. Nolette, Trustee, as grantor, to the City of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located in Sections 16 and 21, Township 19 south, Range 25 east, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date.  

Mayor Christian requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM WAGNER CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, LLC, PERTAINING TO LAND IN SECTION 15-19-24 (THOMAS ROAD)










Commissioner Puckett introduced the ordinance to be read, by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, accepting a utility easement from Wagner Construction Company, LLC, as grantor, to the City of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located in Section 15, Township 19 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date.  

Mayor Christian requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF LEESBURG, INC., PERTAINING TO LAND IN SECTION 27-19-24











Commissioner Puckett introduced the ordinance to be read, by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, accepting a utility easement from First Baptist Church of Leesburg, Inc., as grantor, to the City of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located in Section 27, Township 19 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date.  

Mayor Christian requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

FIRST READING OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, CHANGING THE FUTURE LAND USE MAP DESIGNATION OF APPROXIMATELY 8.72 ACRES, GENERALLY LOCATED SOUTH OF HIGHWAY 441 AND EAST OF SLEEPY HOLLOW ROAD, FROM CITY CONSERVATION TO ESTATE DENSITY RESIDENTIAL IN SECTION 20-19-25, FREDERICK W. FROELICH, ET AL


Commissioner Polk introduced the ordinance to be read, by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, by title only, as follows:

An ordinance amending the Comprehensive Plan for the City of Leesburg, changing the Future Land Use Map designation of certain property containing approximately 8.72 acres and generally located south of Highway 441 east of Sleepy Hollow Road, lying in Section 20, Township 19 south, Range 25 east, Lake County, Florida, from City Conservation to Estate Density Residential; and providing an effective date.

CDD Wiley advised the owner traded Mr. Froelich another piece of property that he owned for this one in an agreement with St. Johns Water Management District.  The zoning was never changed from public.

Steve Richey, attorney representing Mr. Froelich, advised Mr. Froelich traded a tract with wetlands for this piece, which had been annexed into Leesburg a while ago.  Mr. Froelich did not know until after the trade that is was zoned as conservation.  This land is dry, with no wetlands. 

The next step is to rezone the property to one-acre lots.  Mr. Froelich will come back with a request for a PUD, if he needs anything more dense.  

Commissioner Henderson asked how this property will be accessed if it is developed.  Mr. Richey said right now there is a road to US 441 between Vic’s Embers and the credit union that provides access to the site.

Mayor Christian requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

FIRST READING OF AN ORDINANCE REZONING APPROXIMATELY 8.72 ACRES GENERALLY LOCATED SOUTH OF HIGHWAY AND 441 EAST OF SLEEPY HOLLOW ROAD, FROM P (PUBLIC) TO RE-1 (ESTATE DENSITY RESIDENTIAL) IN SECTION 20-19-25, FREDERICK W. FROELICH, ET AL





Commissioner Puckett introduced the ordinance to be read, by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, rezoning approximately 8.72 acres generally located south of Highway 441 east of Sleepy Hollow Road, lying in Section 20, Township 19 south, Range 25 east, Lake County, Florida, from City P (Public) to RE-1 (Estate Density Residential), and providing an effective date (Frederick W. Froelich, et al).
Mayor Christian said the School Board letter states that Carver Middle School is 34% under capacity and Leesburg High School is 23% under.  But, the elementary schools are over capacity.

Mayor Christian requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

INTRODUCED ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CITY OF LEESBURG CODE OF ORDINANCES ADDING LANGUAGE TO SECTION 25-772 GENERAL PROVISIONS, AND ADDING SECTION 25-774 (G) SCHOOL CONCURRENCY, TO PROVIDE FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF SCHOOL CONCURRENCY




 

Commissioner Polk introduced the ordinance to be read, by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, pertaining to Public School Concurrency, amending the City of Leesburg Code of Ordinances, adding language to Section 25-772 General Provisions, adding Section 25-774 (g) School Concurrency, providing for conflicts; providing for severability; providing for codification; and providing for an effective date.

CDD Wiley said the City is moving along with State mandate to adopt school concurrency, which was effective June 1st.  Staff has been waiting for Lake County and Mt. Dora, so Leesburg could model after them.  The result will be the same as transportation concurrency.  This requires that if a development results in the need for additional student stations, the developer will have to provide them under some type of agreement so they can be mitigated.  

Mayor Christian requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

INFORMATIONAL REPORTS:

Monthly Financial Report for July 2008

CITY ATTORNEY ITEMS:  None

CITY MANAGER ITEMS:

CM Evans advised he will be away from the office in Lakeland until Thursday for the Certified Public Manager class graduation.  Deputy City Manager Ed Smyth is out of the office until Wednesday.  In their absence, Finance Director Jerry Boop will be in charge.

ROLL CALL:

Commissioner Polk – Reminded department to keep paper trail on permits for excavation work in order to collect franchise fees.  CA Morrison suggested dong an audit on both construction and demolition permits so staff can contact directly and ensure fees are paid.

Commissioner Polk asked if the City can audit the builder instead of the hauler when a dumpster is placed on site.  CA Morrison advised it would require an ordinance change, but can be done.  Commissioner Polk said the city will have a better chance of getting the fees from a local builder than an out of town hauler.

Commissioner Puckett – Noted the good job that Lake Marine, (Derek Schoening) is doing.  It is really nice to not have people complain about the marina.  He is a very nice guy and everybody seems to be very happy with him.  

Commissioner Polk asked about more space for dry slips and CM Evans said he does not believe there is room for additional dry slips. CM Evans advised the City needs more capital in order to get more spaces at the Marina.  It may be possible to get grant money for wet slips, but doubts it can be done this year.  

Commissioner Knowles – Congratulated staff on efforts during Tropical Storm Fay.   The utilities departments did a great job.  There were only minor power outages.  City was high, dry and electrified.   He issued an open invitation to all Commissioners to join him on his radio show.

Commissioner Henderson – Stated that on contracts, the area for signatures of witnesses needs a line for their printed name.  On many contracts, the signatures of the witnesses are illegible   She asked Bill Wiley if the Historic Preservation Board is meeting and who is working with them.    CDD Wiley advised due to reduction in staff, they have had to reorganize.  Mike Miller and he are now working with the group.  They have not had anything to meet on recently.  He believes they have an item coming up.  Debbie Blair is preparing the minutes.  

Mayor Christian – Reminded everyone to vote Tuesday.  He noted that a constituent had a sinkhole in his backyard as a result of the rain from TS Fay.  He was referred to his homeowner insurance for help. 

Commissioner Knowles moved to adjourn the meeting and Commissioner Polk seconded the meeting.  The meeting adjourned at 7:07 p.m.
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