MINUTES OF THE CITY COMMISSION MEETING HELD JANUARY 12, 2009


MINUTES OF THE CITY COMMISSION MEETING

MONDAY, JANUARY 12, 2009

The City of Leesburg Commission held a regular meeting Monday, January 12, 2009, in the Commission Chambers at City Hall.    Mayor Puckett called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. with the following members present:

Commissioner Sanna Henderson

Commissioner David Knowles

Commissioner John Christian

Commissioner Bill Polk

Mayor Lewis Puckett

Also present were City Manager (CM) Jay Evans, City Clerk (CC) Betty Richardson, City Attorney (CA) Fred Morrison, the news media, and others.

Captain Kenneth Bagley gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.
PROCLAMATIONS:

Mayor Puckett recognized Captains Kenneth and Sandra Bagley for their work with the Salvation Army as they retire and requested CC Richardson to read the proclamation in its entirety

Mayor Puckett proclaimed January 19, 2009 as Martin Luther King Day with the following theme:  "The Challenges of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s Legacy Today" and requested CC Richardson to read the proclamation in its entirety.

PRESENTATIONS: None

CONSENT AGENDA:

Pulled items:  4B1-Purchase Requisition 40429 to Hewlett Packard, Inc. 

4C1-Agreement with Jones Edmunds & Associates for Whispering Pines Stormwater Basin Project

4C2-Agreement with Jones Edmunds & Associates for Automatic Emergency Feed Valve Design and Construction Project.

4C3-Agreement with Electric Services Incorporated (ESI) for Airfield lighting.

Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the Consent Agenda except for 4B1, 4C1, 4C2, and 4C3, and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.

The roll call vote was:




Commissioner
Henderson
Yea







Commissioner Knowles
Yea




Commissioner Christian
Yea




Commissioner


Yea 




Mayor Puckett


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the Consent Agenda, as follows:

CITY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES:

Regular meeting held December 22, 2008

Organizational meeting held January 5, 2009

RESOLUTIONS:

Resolution 8361

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg authorizing the Mayor and the City Clerk to execute Amendment Number One with J&H Waterstop, Inc. extending the original agreement for manhole rehabilitation services an additional one year; and providing an effective date.

Resolution 8362

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg authorizing the Mayor and the City Clerk to execute a task order with Southeastern Surveying to provide survey services along Dixie Avenue (SR-44); and providing an effective date.

Resolution 8363

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg authorizing the Mayor and the City Clerk to execute an agreement with Utility Technicians, Inc. for rehabilitation of the Airport Water Plant; and providing an effective date.

Resolution 8364

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg authorizing the Mayor and the City Clerk to execute an agreement among the City of Leesburg, Lake County Government and the University of Central Florida Research Foundation for the Leesburg Business & Technology Center/Incubator; and providing an effective date.

OTHER ITEMS:

Public Utility Regulatory Policies Act of 1978 (PURPA)

APPROVED PURCHASE REQUISITION 40429 TO HEWLETT PACKARD, INC. FOR THE PURCHASE OF REPLACEMENT NOTEBOOK AND DESKTOP COMPUTERS

CC Richardson read the request as follows:  

Purchase Requisition 40429 to Hewlett Packard for the purchase of replacement notebook and desktop computers.

Commissioner Polk moved to approve the purchase requisition and Commissioner Christian seconded the motion. 

Commissioner Polk asked about the old computers.  Information Technology Director (ITD) Stan Carter stated the majority of the computers are seven to eight years old. The old computers are available to the non-profit organizations in the City.    Some computers will be sold back to Hewlett Packard for credit.  

Commissioner Polk stated the Boys and Girls Club and other youth organizations are in need of computers.  ITD Carter stated the computers will be evenly distributed.

Commissioner Henderson stated the City is reviewing ways to cut the budget and asked if half of the computers can be purchased next fiscal year.  ITD Carter stated the IT Department has drastically reduced the budgetary costs over the past several years.  The City has 330 desktop computers and 170 laptop computers.  The average age for replacement is five to six years old.  Currently, 227 are more than five years old, 80 are six years old, 17 are seven years old, two are nine years old, and one is ten years old.  In the past 48 months, 186 computers were replaced.  The majority of the City computers are at replacement age.  He stated if the number of computers order is less than the quote, the pricing must be re-negotiated.  

Mayor Puckett stated once a computer breaks down, it usually never works properly again and asked if the City has good virus protection.   ITD Carter stated once a computer ages the cost of repairs will far exceed the cost of replacement. He stated the City has good virus protection and updates daily
Commissioner Polk asked what type of warranty Hewett Packard is giving with the computers.  ITD Carter stated the standard three-year warranty.  The cost of an extended five-year warranty is not cost effective. 

The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Knowles
Yea




Commissioner Christian
Yea





Commissioner Polk

Yea




Commissioner Henderson
Yea




Mayor Puckett


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission approved the purchase requisition.

ADOPTED RESOLUTION 8365 AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT AMENDMENT EXTENDING THE PERFORMANCE PERIOD WITH JONES EDMUNDS AND ASSOCIATES ESTABLISHED BY RESOLUTION 8102 TO ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE WHISPERING PINES STORMWATER BASIN PROJECT



Commissioner Henderson introduced the resolution to be read by title only. CC Richardson read the resolution by title only, as follows:

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg authorizing the Mayor and the City Clerk to execute an agreement amendment extending the performance period with Jones Edmunds and Associates established by resolution 8102 to engineering services for the Whispering Pines Stormwater Basin project; and providing an effective date

Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion. 

Commissioner Polk asked if contract expiration date can be changed to the end of the fiscal year. PM Thornton stated the contract expiration date can be changed.

Commissioner Christian moved to amend the motion and to end the contract on September 30, 2009 and Commissioner Henderson seconded the motion. 

The roll call vote was:

Commissioner Christian
Yea

Commissioner Polk

Yea

Commissioner Henderson
Yea

Commissioner Knowles
Yea

Mayor Puckett


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission approved the amendment to the motion.
The roll call vote was:

Commissioner Polk 

Yea

Commissioner Henderson
Yea

Commissioner Knowles
Yea

Commissioner Christian
Yea

Mayor Puckett


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission approved the resolution as amended.
ADOPTED RESOLUTION 8366 AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT AMENDMENT EXTENDING THE PERFORMANCE PERIOD WITH JONES EDMUNDS AND ASSOCIATES ESTABLISHED BY RESOLUTION 8109 FOR THE AUTOMATIC EMERGENCY FEED VALVE DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION PROJECT

 
Commissioner Christian introduced the resolution to be read by title only. CC Richardson read the resolution by title only, as follows:

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg authorizing the Mayor and the City Clerk to execute an agreement amendment extending the performance period with Jones Edmunds and Associates established by resolution 8109 for the Automatic Emergency Feed Valve Design and Construction project; and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Polk moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Henderson seconded the motion. 

Commissioner Henderson asked when the project will be completed. Environmental Services Director (ESD) Ray Sharp stated the pond will be complete in April or May of 2009.  He also stated the Automatic Emergency Feed Valve Design and Construction project will go to bid within 60-90 days for construction.

Commissioner Polk moved to amend the motion and to end the contract on September 30, 2009 and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion. 

The roll call vote was:

Commissioner Henderson
Yea

Commissioner Knowles
Yea

Commissioner Christian
Yea

Commissioner Polk

Yea

Mayor Puckett


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission approved the amendment to the motion.

The roll call vote was:

Commissioner Knowles
Yea

Commissioner Christian
Yea

Commissioner Polk

Yea

Commissioner Henderson
Yea

Mayor Puckett
 

Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission approved the resolution as amended.

ADOPTED RESOLUTION 8367 AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT WITH ELECTRIC SERVICES INCORPORATED (ESI) FOR CONSTRUCTION SERVICES RELATED TO AIRFIELD LIGHTING AT AIRPORT








Commissioner Knowles introduced the resolution to be read by title only. CC Richardson read the resolution by title only, as follows:

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg authorizing the Mayor and the City Clerk to execute an agreement with Electric Services Incorporated (ESI) for construction services related to airfield lighting improvements at the Leesburg International Airport; and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Polk moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Christian seconded the motion. 

Commissioner Polk asked when the City will receive the grant money.  Charlie Weller, Airport Director (AD) stated the City has received the funds.

The roll call vote was:

Commissioner Christian 
Yea

Commissioner Polk

Yea

Commissioner Henderson
Yea

Commissioner Knowles
Yea

Mayor Puckett


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission approved the resolution.

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

TABLED AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE GENERAL EMPLOYEES PENSION PLAN TO PROVIDE VESTING FOR FOUR EMPLOYEES LAID OFF IN JULY 2008; AMENDING VARIOUS SECTIONS OF THE PLAN TO ENSURE COMPLIANCE WITH THE PENSION PROTECTION ACT OF 2006 AND OTHER FEDERAL REGULATIONS











CM Evans stated there is an error in the legal publishing ad by the newspaper.

Commissioner Polk moved to table the ordinance until the January 26, 2009 City Commission Meeting and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion. 

The roll call vote was:

Commissioner Polk 

Yea

Commissioner Henderson
Yea

Commissioner Knowles
Yea

Commissioner Christian
Yea

Mayor Puckett


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission tabled the ordinance until the January 26, 2009 City Commission Meeting.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES CHAPTER 25 LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE, ARTICLE IX. CONCURRENCY, SECTIONS 25-772 AND 25-774 FOR TRAFFIC ANALYSIS REQUIREMENTS


Commissioner Christian introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

An Ordinance amending the City of Leesburg Land Development Code Chapter 25, Article IX. Concurrency, section 25-772 general provisions, (b) development subject to concurrency review by revising the current language; and Section 25-774 facility specific requirements, (a)  roads/traffic circulation, (1) traffic analysis required and (2)   variable radii approach for traffic analysis by deleting the current language and inserting the revised traffic impact study methodology guidelines; providing a savings clause; repealing conflicting ordinances; and providing an effective date.

Mayor Puckett requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.
INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES CHAPTER 25 LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE, ARTICLE IV. LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE, SECTION 25-292 SUPPLEMENTAL DISTRICT REQUIREMENTS (15) VENDING PRIVATE PROPERTY












Commissioner Knowles introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

An Ordinance amending the city of Leesburg Land Development Code Chapter 25, Article IV. Land Development Code, Section 25-292 Supplemental District Requirements by adding (15) vending private property; providing a savings clause; repealing conflicting ordinances; and providing an effective date

Mayor Puckett requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.
INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE ANNEXING APPROXIMATELY .22 ACRES GENERALLY LOCATED ON THE WEST SIDE OF VISTA AVENUE, NORTH OF U.S. HIGHWAY 441 AND SOUTH OF SHADEMOOR DRIVE IN SECTION 23-19-25- VICKIE WOODS HYPES PROPERTY








Commissioner Polk introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

An Ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, Annexing certain real property consisting of approximately .22 acres, being generally located on the West side of Vista Avenue, North of U.S. Highway 441 and South of Shademoor Drive, as lying in Section 23, Township 19 South, Range 25 East, Lake County, Florida, which is contiguous to the city limits of the City of Leesburg, Florida, providing that said property so annexed shall be liable for its proportionate share of the existing and future indebtedness of said city; providing that such annexed property shall be subject to all laws and ordinances of said city as if all such territory had been a part of the City of Leesburg at the time of passage and approval of said laws and ordinances; providing that such annexed territory shall be placed in City Commission District 1; and providing an effective date (Vicki Woods Hypes)

Mayor Puckett requested comments from the public.  
Commissioner Polk asked if the house will be changed  into an office and if the property is large enough for a retention pond and for required parking.  Community Development Director (CDD) Bill Wiley stated the reason the owner is annexing is to get water and sewer to the property.  The property owner will submit a Site Plan in the future if the property  is to be changed to a commercial site.
INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE FUTURE LAND USE MAP FOR  .22 ACRES LOCATED ON THE WEST SIDE OF VISTA AVENUE, IN SECTION 23-19-25,  FROM LC REGIONAL COMMERCIAL TO CITY GENERAL COMMERCIAL-VICKIE HYPES











Commissioner Polk introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

An Ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, Annexing certain real property consisting of approximately .22 acres, being generally located on the West side of Vista Avenue, North of U.S. Highway 441 and South of Shademoor Drive, as lying in Section 23, Township 19 South, Range 25 East, Lake County, Florida, which is contiguous to the city limits of the City of Leesburg, Florida, providing that said property so annexed shall be liable for its proportionate share of the existing and future indebtedness of said city; providing that such annexed property shall be subject to all laws and ordinances of said city as if all such territory had been a part of the City of Leesburg at the time of passage and approval of said laws and ordinances; providing that such annexed territory shall be placed in City Commission District 1; and providing an effective date (Vicki Woods Hypes)

Mayor Puckett requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.
INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE REZONING APPROXIMATELY .22 ACRES  LOCATED ON THE WEST SIDE OF VISTA AVENUE, IN SECTION 23-19-25, FROM COUNTY R-6 (URBAN RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT) TO CITY RP RESIDENTIAL PROFESSIONAL FOR VICKIE HYPES








Commissioner Polk introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

An Ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, Rezoning approximately .22 acres generally located being generally located on the West side of Vista Avenue, North of U.S. Highway 441 and South of Shademoor Drive, lying in Section 23, Township 19 South, Range 25 East, Lake County, Florida, from County R-6 (Urban Residential) to City RP (Residential Professional); and providing an effective date

Mayor Puckett requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.
INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING UTILITY EASEMENT FROM THOMAS AVENUE LLC., AS GRANTOR, TO THE CITY OF LEESBURG, AS GRANTEE













Commissioner Henderson introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

An Ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida accepting utility easement from Thomas Avenue LLC, as grantor to the City of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located in Section 22, Township 19 South, Range 24 East, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date

Mayor Puckett requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.
INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM CENTERSTATE BANK, N.A., AS GRANTOR, TO THE CITY OF LEESBURG, AS GRANTEE












Commissioner Henderson introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, accepting a utility easement from Centerstate Bank, N.A., as grantor to the City of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located in Section 23, Township 19 South, Range 24 East, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date

Mayor Puckett requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.
INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM GLENDA J. BRIDGES










Commissioner Knowles introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

An Ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, accepting a utility easement from Glenda J. Bridges, as trustee, as grantor, to the City of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located in Section 31, Township 19 South, Range 25 East, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date

Mayor Puckett requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.
INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM CLIFTON L. BRIDGES AND GLENDA J. BRIDGES






Commissioner Knowles introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

An Ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, accepting a utility easement from Clifton L. Bridges and Glenda J. Bridges, as grantor, to the City of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located in Section 31, Township 19 South, Range 25 East, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date  

Mayor Puckett requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.
INFORMATIONAL REPORTS:  None

CITY ATTORNEY ITEMS:  None

CITY MANAGER ITEMS: 

CM Evans asked the City Commissioners for feedback on an ordinance allowing golf carts in the Downtown District of Leesburg.   

Mayor Puckett asked Police Chief Chrisman for input on the subject.  Chrisman stated he reviewed the City of Tavares Ordinance.  First, golf carts are prohibited on State Roads and Highways.  Next, traffic and parking are concerns for the City because of the surrounding State Roads and Highways. He stated concern about the Downtown District being approved. He stated if one district is approved all other request must be considered.
Commissioner Henderson asked how fast golf carts go and if seatbelts are required.  PC Chrisman stated they go between 20mph and 35 mph, speeds vary.  Seatbelts are not required, but the driver must have a valid driver license.  

Commissioner Polk asked if a license tag is required.  PC Chrisman stated a license tag is not required.  Headlights, taillights, turn signals, and break lights are required to be operational.

Commissioner Henderson stated the Villages have their own roadway.  PC Chrisman stated the Villages streets are adapted for golf carts

Commissioner Christian asked if approved, will the City be required to adapt the streets and parking to accommodate the golf carts.  PC Chrisman said he is not sure to what level the City will have to adapt streets and parking and signage modifications.  He reiterated his concern for traffic and public safety.  

Commissioner Christian stated the geographical area did not incorporate enough area to be beneficial. He stated he is not interested in golf carts in downtown.  

Mayor Puckett stated golf carts are a prescription for disaster in downtown.

Commissioner Knowles stated now is not the time for golf carts in downtown.  

Commissioner Polk stated statistics show that it takes a third more energy to charge a golf cart than to run a car.

ROLL CALL:

Commissioner Polk stated he will not be able to attend the EDC meeting at Mission Inn, and asked Commission Henderson to attend.  Commissioner Henderson stated she will attend the meeting.

Commissioner Polk relinquished his time to Frank Burns.  Frank Burns, a Citizen and Friend of the Library, requested the City Commission provide additional funding to the library.  He stated he is impressed with the new Leesburg Library.  

Commissioner Christian - none

Commissioner Knowles complemented Mayor Puckett for prompt meeting and complements to staff for preparedness.  

Commissioner Henderson moved to change the Lake County League of Cities representative to Commissioner Knowles, and Commissioner Henderson as alternate, Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion. 

The roll call was:



Commissioner Henderson
Yea



Commissioner Knowles
Yea



Commissioner Christian
Yea



Commissioner Polk

Yea



Mayor Puckett


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission approved the representative change.

Mayor Puckett stated the economy in Leesburg continues to spiral down with the loss of Furniture Country and the Suzuki dealership.  

Mayor Puckett advised speakers and presentations will be allowed a three-minute time limit.  He asked CC Richardson to read the following statement into the record:

“I have spoken with staff regarding the flow of City Commission Meetings during my tenure as Mayor. As you know, I prefer efficient meetings, where we get to the business of the City as quickly as possible and avoid unnecessarily lengthy presentations.  To this end, I have asked the City Manager to ensure that our staff reports continue to be comprehensive in nature, containing as much information as possible so we can be well prepared to take action during the meeting.  I have asked that presentations by staff be as brief as possible, and have staff’s primary purpose on any item be to field questions.  My hope is that this results in very effective City Commission Meetings in 2009.”

Commissioner Polk moved to adjourn and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.   The meeting adjourned at 6:18 p.m.







_______________________________________ 







Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________ 

City Clerk

Teresa Bagwell


___ 

Recorder
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