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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING

OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

CITY COMMISSION CHAMBERS, CITY HALL

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2008 3:30 P.M.

The Planning Commission of the City of Leesburg held its regular meeting Thursday, November 13, 2008, in the Commission Chambers at City Hall.  Chairperson Stults called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m.  The follow​ing Commission members were present:

Roland Stults

Jo Ann Heim

Clell Coleman
Agnes Berry
Edward Schlien
Wylie Hamilton
City staff present included Bill Wiley, Director; Mike Miller, Planner; Amber Albinio, Administrative Assistant II, and Fred Morrison, City Attorney. 

The meeting opened with an invocation given by Commissioner Jo Ann Heim and the Pledge of Alle​giance to the Flag.

MINUTES OF PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION MEETING OF OCTOBER 9, 2008:
Commissioner Edward Schlien moved to APPROVE the minutes as transcribed.  Commis​sioner Wiley Hamilton SECONDED the motion which, PASSED by a unanimous voice vote of 6 to 0.
Bill Wiley, Director, informed the audience of the rules of participation and the need to sign the speaker’s registry.  Bill Wiley also informed Commissioners and the audience of the City Commission meeting dates tentatively scheduled.

Amber Albinio, Administrative Assistant II swore in staff, Bill Wiley and Mike Miller.

NEW BUSINESS:
3. 
PUBLIC HEARING CASE # 071-0-092508 – TRAFFIC CONCURRENCY REVIEW – ORDINANCE AMENDMENT

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CITY OF LEESBURG LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE ARTICLE IX. CONCURRENCY SECTION 25-774 FACILITY SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS, (A) ROADS/TRAFFIC CIRCULATION, (1) TRAFFIC ANALYSIS REQUIRED BY DELETING THE CURRENT LANGUAGE AND INSERTING THE REVISED TRAFFIC IMPACT STUDY METHODOLOGY GUIDELINES AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.  (TENTATIVE CITY COMMISSION DATES - 1st READING ON DECEMBER 8, 2008 AND A 2ND READING ON DECEMBER 22, 2008)
Bill Wiley, Director, entered the exhibits into the record, which in​cluded the departmental review summary, staff recommendations, and the draft ordinance text amendment.  
Bill Wiley reviewed and summarized the request and stated department reviews as follows:

· No significant comments received.

Mr. Wiley provided background information before addressing the Planning and Zoning staff recommendations.  As of January 1, 2008, the Lake~Sumter Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) is responsible for all traffic study reviews.  The MPO implemented a new methodology for the MPO and all contracted engineers to follow, so that the information recorded was the same for trips counted for concurrency.  The County, as well as a few other surrounding cities, already adopted this new methodology and other cities are currently in the process of adopting it.  The City has some language in the code referencing traffic studies.  This language is being deleted and the new language is being inserted.  
Mr. Wiley reviewed and summarized the request and stated staff’s recommendation as follows:

· This amendment provides for a uniform method of reviewing developments for traffic impacts as part of the City’s concurrency requirements under the land Development Code.
· The recommended review methodology has been adopted by Lake County and the Lake~Sumter Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) and is being adopted by the other municipalities in Lake County.
· The proposed amendment is required by the MPO interlocal agreement with the City.
· The MPO under the City interlocal agreement and state statues is the responsible entity for Transporation Concurrency Management Systems (TCMS) reviews for each of the local governments in Lake County, January 1, 2008.
· Vote to approve the recommendation to amend the text and forward to City Commission for consideration.

Mr. Wiley gave a brief outline of the new text.  He noted that a last minute change had not been included and requested that everyone replace page one of the amendment with the new page passed out by Mike Miller.

Mr. Wiley noted that the underlined text was the new information and the strike through represented text that would be deleted.  Traffic studies will be required for all developments unless fewer trips are generated in a traffic study, then a waiver can be requested in lieu of a full traffic study report.  Guidelines have already been enforced even though the language hasn’t been adopted.  There will be no changes to the text from the MPO, the whole document will be adopted as is. 
Dr. Schlien – “The old language had a minimum requirement of 10,000 or more square feet, is there no minimum size now?  Does this require that the county traffic planner review the information?
Mr. Wiley responded that we don’t have a traffic planner on staff to conduct the analysis and it does not have to go to the county planner either.  We gather the information from the applicant and submit the packet to the MPO for review and they return the packet with their comments.  We plan on having the MPO and School Board on our review board for all future applications.
Dr. Schlien – “Has the school board sent us their project number of seats?”

Mr. Wiley – “No they haven’t.”
Commissioner Wiley Hamilton made a motion to APPROVE case #071-0-092508 –Traffic Concurrency Review – Ordinance Amendment. Commissioner Jo Ann Heim SECONDED the motion which, PASSED by a voice vote of 5 to 0.
Discussion:

The next scheduled meeting of the Leesburg Planning Commission is December 11, 2008.

The meeting adjourned at 4:40 p.m.










       ___________________________________



Roland Stults III, Chairperson

       ___________________________________








                   Jo Ann Heim, Vice Chairperson
____________________________________
Amber D. Albinio, Administrative Assistant II
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