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MINUTES OF THE CITY COMMISSION MEETING
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2009
The City of Leesburg Commission held a regular meeting Monday, February 9, 2009, in the Commission Chambers at City Hall.  Mayor Puckett called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. with the following members present:

Commissioner Sanna Henderson
Commissioner David Knowles
Commissioner John Christian
Commissioner Bill Polk

Mayor Lewis Puckett
Also present were City Manager (CM) Jay Evans, City Clerk (CC) Betty Richardson, City Attorney (CA) Fred Morrison, the news media, and others.

Pastor Ron Cook, South Pointe Baptist Fellowship, gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.
PROCLAMATIONS: - None
PRESENTATIONS: - None
CONSENT AGENDA:

Pulled items:  4A- Minutes of the January 26, 2009 City Commission meeting
Commissioner Knowles moved to adopt the Consent Agenda except for item 4A the minutes of the January 26, 2009, City Commission meeting and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.

The roll call vote was:




Commissioner
Henderson

Yea






Commissioner Knowles

Yea



Commissioner Christian

Yea



Commissioner
Polk

 
Yea



Mayor Puckett



Yea
Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the Consent Agenda, as follows:

RESOLUTIONS:

Resolution 8376  
A Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida Authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute a lease agreement with Home Care Resolutions, LLC for office space at the Business Incubator; and providing an effective date.

Resolution 8377
A Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an amendment to the gas service agreement with Pillar Development, LLC. for the development known as Crestridge at Leesburg; and providing an effective date.

Resolution 8378
A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg authorizing the Mayor and the City Clerk to execute a Memorandum of Natural Gas Agreement with Pillar Development, LLC for the development known as Crestridge at Leesburg; and providing an effective date.

Resolution 8379
A Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute a Satisfaction of Mortgage for Lena Scott for the purpose of satisfying a mortgage given to secure a housing rehabilitation loan; and providing an effective date.

Resolution 8380
A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, appointing Jane Sewell, as a member of the Lake County Library System Advisory Board to fill an unexpired term of office to end February 28, 2012; and providing an effective date.

OTHER ITEMS:

Approved the budget calendar for Fiscal Year 2009-10, which includes dates for the Commission workshops.
APPROVED THE CITY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES HELD JANUARY 26, 2009, AS AMENDED










Commissioner Henderson advised that under Roll Call of the January 26, 2009 minutes Mayor Puckett’s sentence is not worded correctly.   She quoted the sentence, “He stated there are always problems with the voting” does not sound right and asked if the sentence can be re-written.  She stated there are no problems with the voting process because the Commissioners vote the way they want to vote.
Mayor Puckett said he was making a statement that it is hard to get all five Commissioners to agree exactly on a particular subject.                                                                          

Commissioner Polk said, “We are not all on the same page; that is why we are here.”
Commissioner Henderson moved to adopt the minutes as amended and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.

The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Commissioner Christian

Yea




Commissioner Polk


Yea




Commissioner Henderson

Yea




Mayor Puckett



Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the City Commission adopted the minutes as amended.

*Editor’s note:   The January 26, 2009, Commission meeting minutes have been changed to read:  Mayor Puckett expressed concern over not being able to have all five Commissioners agree on some motions during the voting process.  Each Commissioner has different thoughts and ideas, probably because of the different background of each Commissioner.

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND NON-ROUTINE ITEMS:

ADOPTED RESOLUTION 8381 AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A MEDIATED SETTLEMENT WITH JAY-MAR HOLDINGS, LLC AND JASON BAAS TO RESOLVE THE INVERSE CONDEMNATION CASE FILED AGAINST THE CITY


  

Commissioner Polk introduced the resolution to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the resolution, as follows:

A resolution of the city commission of the city of Leesburg, Florida, authorizing and directing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute a mediated settlement agreement between the City of Leesburg and Jay-Mar Holdings, LLC and Jason Baas for the purpose of resolving the inverse condemnation case filed by them against the city of Leesburg, and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Polk moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.   Mayor Puckett requested discussion by the Commission.  There were no comments.

The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Christian

Yea



Commissioner Polk


Yea



Commissioner Henderson

Yea



Commissioner Knowles

Yea



Mayor Puckett



Yea
Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.

ADOPTED RESOLUTION 8382 AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A SUBSTITUTION ANTICIPATION NOTE BETWEEN THE PLANTATION AT LEESBURG LIMITED PARTNERSHIP AND THE CITY









Commissioner Knowles introduced the resolution to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the resolution, as follows:

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute a Substitution Anticipation Note between the Plantation at Leesburg Limited Partnership and the City of Leesburg; and providing an effective date.  

Commissioner Polk moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.  Mayor Puckett requested discussion by the Commission.  There were no comments.

The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Polk


Yea



Commissioner Henderson

Yea



Commissioner Knowles

Yea



Commissioner Christian

Yea



Mayor Puckett 


Yea
Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.

INFORMATIONAL REPORTS: None

CITY ATTORNEY ITEMS: None
CITY MANAGER ITEMS:
PARKING GARAGE CLOSING FOR REPAIRS
CM Evans advised the City’s parking garage will be closed Friday, February 13, 2009, from 6:00 p.m. through Sunday, February 15, 2009.  Signs will be posted at the Library and the garage entrance.  The manufacturer of the garage is making the non-structural repairs.
APPROVED SALE OF A GRAPPLE TRUCK
CM Evans requested Assistant Public Works Director Jimmy Feagle to advise the Commission about the sale of a grapple truck.  APWD Feagle stated after monitoring the use and cost of the truck, the City can operate without this piece of equipment and save approximately $15,000 a year.  
Commissioner Polk moved to sell the grapple truck and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.  
The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Henderson

Yea




Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Commissioner Christian

Nay




Commissioner Polk


Yea




Mayor Puckett



Yea

Four yeas, one nay, the Commission approved the sale of the grapple truck.  
Commissioner Christian responded to Mayor Puckett’s question, stating he voted no because the City Commissioners had limited talk on this subject several months ago and now staff has decided they do not need the grapple truck.   
ROLL CALL:

Commissioner Christian stated he went to the Library and did not see information on Black History Month.  He asked the City to post information on Black History Month in the foyer of the Library. He advised  the wall in front of the Library is marked with shoe prints and requested staff to clean or paint the wall.   
Commissioner Polk stated the Leesburg High School is having their annual booster fund raiser tonight from 7:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m.  Tickets are $100.00 and are available.  
Commissioner Henderson asked about the basketball tournament at the Gymnasium.  She asked the City to encourage tournament officials to advertise up-coming events.   RD Ericson stated the semi-pro tournament at the Gymnasium was scheduled by Athletic Supervisor Marcus Niblack. Mr. Niblack scheduled the tournament to help the new Leesburg semi-pro team with setting up the team and scouting recruits. Eight teams came from three different states.  The Leesburg semi-pro team will be based out of Lake Sumter Community College.  He said next weekend there will be a youth basketball tournament and a youth baseball tournament.  

Commissioner Henderson said she found a picture of a Walgreens monument sign in Richmond, Virginia and has placed the picture in  her monument sign file.  
Commissioner Henderson advised she went to the expansion of the Catholic Church School and the Bishop from Orlando rode in on a motorcycle.   The school is beautiful and the function was very nice.  

Commissioner Knowles stated economic times are tough, yet the City of Leesburg keeps things rolling along.  He thanked the City Departments and said Leesburg will come out on the other side of this economic downturn better because of the hard work by the City Departments. 
Mayor Puckett said he received letters for and against the Fire Department.  He said the Commission never had any intention to put down the Fire Department or what they do.  He said he was distressed that some of the e-mails singled out Commissioner Polk.   Mayor Puckett said he saw where  Miami had 35 firefighter job openings and 1,200 trained firefighters  applied for those 35 jobs.   
Commissioner Knowles moved to adjourn.   The meeting adjourned at 5:46 p.m.







_______________________________________ 







Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________ 

City Clerk

Teresa Bagwell


___ 

Recorder
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