MINUTES OF THE CITY COMMISSION MEETING HELD MAY 26, 2009


MINUTES OF THE CITY COMMISSION MEETING

TUESDAY, MAY 26, 2009

The City of Leesburg Commission held a regular meeting Tuesday, May 26, 2009, in the Commission Chambers at City Hall.    Mayor Puckett called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. with the following members present:

Commissioner David Knowles

Commissioner John Christian

Commissioner Bill Polk

Mayor Lewis Puckett

Commissioner Sanna Henderson was on vacation. Also present were City Manager (CM) Jay Evans, City Clerk (CC) Betty Richardson, City Attorney (CA) Fred Morrison, Deputy City Clerk (DCC) Teresa Bagwell, the news media, and others.

Commissioner Christian gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.
PRESENTATIONS:  

City Manager (CM) Jay Evans recognized Jack Rogers for thirty years of service in the Gas Department. 

HEARD PRESENTATION FROM FINANCE DIRECTOR JERRY BOOP ON UNAUDITED 2nd  QUARTER FINANCIAL REPORT






Finance Director Jerry Boop presented the unaudited Second Quarter Financial Report.  (Attached is a copy of the report)

General Fund 

FD Boop stated this is the first time in three and one-half years the Second Quarter Financial Report reflected positive balance increases.  The result is a reflection of the 92% collection of ad valorem revenues as of May 22, 2009, and the excellent effort from all departments to reduce expenditures by $1.3 million.  The City is in constant contact with the Lake County Property Appraiser’s office regarding collection of the ad valorem revenues.  As of May 2009, the amount collected was $5,816,705 with $525,000 due the City for property taxes.  Collection looks favorable although unclear. The total to be collected will be over six million.

Commissioner Christian asked if additional expenditures reductions should be required. FD Boop explained everyone in the City has taken ownership in the City savings.

Storm Water Fund

FD Boop explained the City spends the accumulated money on drainage projects all over town.  Grants fund the majority of the projects.  

Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA)

Performing well

Capital Projects 

Revenues and Expenditure are equal.

Special Revenue Funds 
Performing well

Electric Utility Fund 

Performing well 

Gas Fund

Utility is doing what it is designed to do.

Commissioner Christian questioned the “Other Sources” transfer (page 20) from Wastewater to Water and Gas.   FD Boop advised the transfer from Wastewater is to pay off the loans from Gas and Water.

Water Utility Fund 

Performing well

Wastewater Utility Fund 

Performing well

Commissioner Christian asked where the Gas transfer of $100,000 to Wastewater on page 26 is listed. FD Boop advised he will research and report back to the Commission.
Reserve Utility System  

Performing well

Communications Fund 

Performing well

Solid Waste Fund 

FD Boop explained the City is working on improving operations.  The Fund did reveal an increase in cash on hand between March and April 2009. 

Commissioner Christian asked why the City is having problems with the fund and requested a reconciliation of net income to cash.    CM Evans advised a detailed report to be presented to the Commission is in process.

Health Care

Performing well

Workers Compensation Fund

Performing well

Building Permits Fund

Losing money throughout year 

CONSENT AGENDA:

Pulled items:  4C1 – Renewable Electric Generation System

4C9 –Appointment of Nora Hill as a member of the Library Advisory Board

Commissioner Polk moved to adopt the Consent Agenda except for 4C1 and 4C9, Commissioner Christian seconded the motion.

The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Knowles

Yea






Commissioner Christian

Yea




Commissioner
Polk


Yea




Mayor Puckett



Yea

Four yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the Consent Agenda, as follows:

CITY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES:

Meeting held May 11, 2009

PURCHASING ITEMS: NONE

RESOLUTIONS:

Resolution 8452

A Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an agreement with McGee Services, Inc. DBA Mr. Handyman for office space at the Business Incubator; and providing an effective date.

Resolution 8453

A Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an agreement with Agens LLC, for office space at the Business Incubator; and providing an effective date.

Resolution 8454

A Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute a lease agreement with Timothy Frantz, P.A., for office space at the Business Incubator, and providing an effective date.

Resolution 8455

A Resolution authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to sign an Agreement and execute required forms to receive funding of $750,000 from the Small Cities Community Development Block Grant program for the Kristen Court project; and providing an effective date.

Resolution 8456

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute a Revocable License Agreement with Simon Property Group, owners of the Lake Square Mall, for an emergency response staging area for the City of Leesburg's utility operators; and providing an effective date.

Resolution 8457

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute a Joint Participation Agreement with the Florida Department of Transportation for funding for a security project at Leesburg International Airport; and providing an effective date.

Resolution 8458

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an Agreement with Ingram Signalization, Inc. for construction services related to traffic signal infrastructure upgrades at Yellow Jacket Way/Hwy 27; and providing an effective date.

OTHER ITEMS: None

ADOPTED RESOLUTION 8459 ADOPTING THE FLORIDA MUNICIPAL POWER AGENCY ALL-REQUIREMENTS NET METERING POLICY, THE STANDARD INTERCONNECTION AGREEMENT FOR CUSTOMER-OWNED RENEWABLE ELECTRIC GENERATION SYSTEM, AND RELATED DOCUMENTS



Commissioner Christian introduced the resolution to be read by title only. CC Richardson read the resolution by title only, as follows:

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, adopting the Florida Municipal Power Agency all-requirements project net metering policy and standard interconnection agreement for customer-owned renewable electric generation; and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the resolution and Commission Knowles seconded the motion. 

Electric Director (ED) Paul Kalv explained customer-owned renewable electric generation.  The cost to the owner for the equipment is very expensive and is not a benefit to the owner.  

The roll call vote was:
Commissioner Christian

Yea




Commissioner Polk


Yea

Commissioner Knowles

Yea

Mayor Puckett



Yea

Four yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.
ADOPTED RESOLUTION 8460 OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, APPOINTING NORA HILL, AS A MEMBER OF THE LEESBURG PUBLIC LIBRARY ADVISORY BOARD TO FILL AN UNEXPIRED FIVE-YEAR TERM OF OFFICE TO END SEPTEMBER 30, 2009





Commissioner Polk introduced the resolution to be read by title only. CC Richardson read the resolution by title only, as follows:

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, appointing Nora Hill, as a member of the Leesburg Public Library Advisory Board to fill an unexpired five-year term of office to end September 30, 2009; and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the resolution and Commission Knowles seconded the motion. 

Commissioner Polk asked why the City automatically approved appointing Nora Hill.  Library Director (LD) Barbara Morse explained the Nora Hill application was the only application received.  

Commissioner Polk moved to appoint Dixie Fechtel.   The motion died for lack of a second.  

The roll call vote was:
Commissioner Polk


Yea

Commissioner Knowles

Yea

Commissioner Christian

Yea

Mayor Puckett



Yea

Four yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.
PUBLIC HEARINGS AND NON-ROUTINE ITEMS:

ADOPTED RESOLUTION 8461 AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AN AGREEMENT WITH TLC DIVERSIFIED, INC. FOR THE TURNPIKE WATER RECLAMATION EXPANSION CONSTRUCTION SERVICES







Commissioner Polk introduced the resolution to be read by title only. CC Richardson read the resolution by title only, as follows:

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an agreement with TLC Diversified, Inc. to perform WRF Expansion Construction Services at the WRF at 1600 C.R. 470; and providing an effective date.
Commissioner Knowles moved to adopt the resolution and Commission Christian seconded the motion. 

The roll call vote was:

Commissioner Knowles 

Yea

Commissioner Christian 

Yea

Commissioner Polk


Yea

Mayor Puckett



Yea

Four yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.
ADOPTED Ordinance 09-27 accepting a Utility Easement from Diamond "C" Transport, Inc. located in Section 28-19-24



CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:
An Ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida accepting a Utility Easement from Diamond "C" Transport, Inc. as grantor to the City of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land location in Section 28, Township 19 South, Range 24 East, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Polk moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.

Mayor Puckett requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

The roll call vote was:



Commissioner Christian

Yea







Commissioner Polk


Yea




Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Mayor Puckett



Yea

Four yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the Ordinance.

ADOPTED ordinance 09-28 amending the future land use map for approximately 1.85 acres generally located on the north side of C.R. 470, just east of the Florida Turnpike from City Institutional to City General Commercial for Felipe Estrada





CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows

An ordinance amending the comprehensive plan for the City of Leesburg, changing the future land use map designation of certain property containing approximately 1.85 acres, being generally located on the North side of C.R. 470, East of the Florida Turnpike, lying in Section 8, Township 20 South, Range 24 East, Lake County, Florida, from City Institutional to General Commercial; and providing an effective date. 
Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.

Mayor Puckett requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

The roll call vote was:



Commissioner
Polk


Yea








Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Commissioner Christian

Yea




Mayor Puckett



Yea

Four yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the Ordinance.

ADOPTED ordinance 09-29 rezoning approximately 6.85 acres generally located on the north side of C.R. 470, just east of the Florida Turnpike from City M-2 (Industrial) and P (Public) to City SPUD (Small Planned Unit Development) for Felipe Estrada


CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, Rezoning approximately 6.85 acres generally located on the North side of C.R. 470, East of the Florida Turnpike, lying in Section 17, Township 20 South, Range 24 East, Lake County, Florida, from City M-2 (Industrial) to City SPUD (Small Planned Unit Development) subject to conditions contained in exhibit A; and providing an effective date.
Commissioner Polk moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Christian seconded the motion.

Mayor Puckett requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

The roll call vote was:



Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Commissioner Christian

Yea




Commissioner Polk


Yea




Mayor Puckett



Yea

Four yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the Ordinance.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE PERTAINING TO IRRIGATION RESTRICTIONS; ADOPTING ST. JOHNS RIVER WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT LANDSCAPE IRRIGATION RULE; IMPLEMENTING A SCHEDULE OF FINES FOR NON-COMPLIANCE












Commissioner Polk introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida; providing for local implementation of the water conservation rule for landscape irrigation of the St. Johns River Water Management District; providing definitions; providing landscape irrigation schedules; providing exceptions; providing for variances; providing for applicability; providing for enforcement; providing for violations and penalties; providing for conflict; providing a savings clause; and providing an effective date.

Mayor Puckett requested comments from the public.  

Commissioner Polk asked who will enforce the irrigation rule.  Environmental Services Director (ESD) Ray Sharp replied the Police Department will do the enforcement.  Both Code Enforcement Officers and Police Officers will patrol during regular patrols and if they observe a violation, actions will be taken.  He explained the Lake County Sherriff Department includes irrigation rule violations in their patrol.  CM Evans explained the City did use the Police Department for Water abuse.  The Police Officers are asked to observe while on patrol in their area.

Commissioner Christian stated opposition to using the Police Department to monitor irrigation.  He said the Water Department should police the irrigation rule.  

INFORMATIONAL REPORTS:

Monthly Financial Report for April 2009  

Commissioner Christian asked about the additions of Furniture Country for $38,000 for Ad valorem taxes and Truck World for $21,000 for City rent to the Monthly Financial Report.  He questions why the City waited until the balances were high to try to collect.    CA Morrison explained Furniture Country and Truck World were not allowed to go a long time without paying the ad valorem tax component, because it is assessed and billed once a year. Both companies filed bankruptcy shortly after the ad valorem tax assessment.  CA Morrison is working to resolve or move forward with both companies.  

CITY ATTORNEY ITEMS: - none
CITY MANAGER ITEMS:

CM Evans stated various departments in the City have been doing an outstanding job finding Homestead exemption fraud.  The City found 35 parcels with Homestead exemption fraud.  Additionally, The GIS Department researched all annexations and found 74 parcels not coded properly.  The parcels had not been charged City tax.  All parcels are now coded properly and an additional $578,000 will be due the City.   CM Evans thanked all employees involved in the projects to increase revenues.  

ROLL CALL:

Commissioner Knowles – stated he will be on vacation and will be unable to attend the June 22, 2009 meeting.  

Commissioner Christian – asked why the Prisoners were downtown trimming the palm trees,  even though the City Arborist reported trimming will kill or damage the trees.  He asked if the City Arborist changed her mind.  CM Evans said the Arborist did not change her perspective, but the City Commission consensus was to trim the palm trees.  He expressed gratitude for the Prisoners working and saving the City money.  

Commissioner Christian asked who is responsible for giving the City Manager evaluation to the Commission.  CM Evans replied his office is in charge of the task.  

Commissioner Christian asked if the Human Resource Director or the City Clerk can be responsible for providing the City Commission with the evaluation form.  CM Evans suggested the City Clerk provide the Commission with the evaluation annually, starting October 1, 2009.

Commissioner Polk – He was glad to hear a web site was set up to collect money for the July 4, 2009 fireworks.  He suggested broadcasting on Lakefront TV to raise money for the 2009 fireworks.  

Mayor Puckett - none

Commissioner Knowles moved to adjourn and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.   The meeting adjourned at 7:06 p.m.







_______________________________________ 







Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________ 

City Clerk

Teresa Bagwell


___ 

Recorder
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