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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING

OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

CITY COMMISSION CHAMBERS, CITY HALL

THURSDAY, MAY 21, 2009 3:30 P.M.

The Planning Commission of the City of Leesburg held its regular meeting Thursday, May 21, 2009, in the Commission Chambers at City Hall.  Commissioner Schlein called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m.  The follow​ing Commission members were present:

Roland Stults

Jo Ann Heim

Wylie Hamilton
Edward Schlein

Clell Coleman

City staff present included Bill Wiley, Director; Mike Miller, Planner; Amber Demott, Administrative Assistant II; and Fred Morrison, City Attorney. 

The meeting opened with an invocation given by Commissioner Jo Ann Heim and the Pledge of Alle​giance to the Flag.

Bill Wiley, Community Development Director, informed the audience of the rules of participation and the need to sign the speaker’s registry.  Bill Wiley also informed Commissioners and the audience of the City Commission meeting dates tentatively scheduled.

Amber Demott, Administrative Assistant II swore in staff, Bill Wiley and Mike Miller.
MINUTES OF PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION MEETING OF APRIL 23, 2009.
Commissioner Edward Schlein moved to APPROVE the minutes as transcribed.  Commis​sioner Jo Ann Heim SECONDED the motion which, PASSED by a unanimous voice vote of 5 to 0.

NEW BUSINESS:
1. PUBLIC HEARING CASE # 017-1-052109 -  ECONOMY AUTO SALES –  


REZONING

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, REZONING APPROXIMATELY .96 +/- ACRES FROM CITY C-2 (COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL) TO CITY SPUD (SMALL PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT) TO ALLOW FOR AUTO SALES IN ADDITION TO THE ALREADY EXISTING USES OF TOWING SERVICE AND AUTO REPAIR FOR A PROPERTY GENERALLY LOCATED ON THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF N. CANAL STREET AND HALL CIRCLE AS LEGALLY DESCRIBED IN SECTION 26, TOWNSHIP 19S, RANGE 24E. (CITY COMMISSION DATES - 1st READING ON JUNE 22, 2009 AND A 2ND READING ON JULY 13, 2009)
Bill Wiley, entered the exhibits into the record, which in​cluded the application, warranty deed, staff summary, departmental review summary, staff recommendations, planned development conditions, legal description, general location map, aerial photo, land use and zoning maps, wetlands and flood zone map, site photos, and a conceptual site plan.  
Mike Miller, Planner, presented the overhead visuals including the general location map, aerial map, future land use, surrounding zoning and land uses, wetlands & flood zones, surrounding property photos and the conceptual site plan.
Bill Wiley reviewed and summarized the request and stated department reviews and surrounding property owner approvals as follows:

Approval – Collin Rashell – 28 Hall Circle – Leesburg, Florida 34748 – (352) 787-3283.
Bill Wiley stated the staff’s recommendation as follows:

· The proposed zoning district of SPUD (Small Planned Unit Development) is compatible with all adjacent properties zoned C-2 (Community Commercial). This request should have a positive impact on adjacent properties with the proposed improvements.

· The proposed zoning district of SPUD (Small Planned Unit Development) is compatible with all adjacent properties that have an existing future land use designation of General Commercial.

· The rezoning of the subject property is consistent with the City’s Growth Management Plan, Future Land Use Element, Goal I, Objective 1.6. 

· Vote to approve the rezoning request and forward to the City Commission for consideration.

Bill Wiley summarized the Planned Unit Conditions as follows:
· Permitted uses shall be commercial uses listed for the SPUD (Small Planned Unit Development) in the Land Development Code as a permitted uses including towing services, vehicle repairs with the addtition of vehicle sales for the approximate area shown on the Conceptual Site Plan dated March 27, 2009.
· Prohibited uses shall be all uses not permitted by the SPUD (Small Planned Unit Development), convenience store with or without gas pumps, recreation uses, bars and lounges, clubs and lodges, package stores, places of worship, educational facilities, transient accommodations, and crematoriums and funeral parlors.
· Development of the property should not require a traffic study since the site is currently developed and the proposed additional use has limited traffic impacts.

· A six foot high solid decorative fence or wall (exhibit C) shall be constructed.  Details for the exact location are available in the PUD conditions.
· The existing building(s) located at the southern corner of the site shall be painted to provide for proper maintenance and to improve their appearance with in ninety days of approval of these conditions.
Ed Schlein – Is that a building along the northeast corner of the property?

Bill Wiley – Yes it is a building as well.

Ed Schlein – Where is the primary commercial building used right now?  

Mike Miller pointed out the main building on the overhead.

Mr. Wiley explained that the building to the north would be where the car sales would be conducted.  The cars would be displayed in the area to the west of the building.  

Ed Schlein – How far in from the side of the street is the six foot wall going to be?

Bill Wiley – I don’t know, it will be on their property.

Ed Schlein – One of the issues downtown is lack of visibility.  Canal Street has pretty bad traffic.  The plants need to be either long trunks or low shrubs that are noted in the design as well.
Commissioner Wylie Hamilton made a motion to APPROVE case #017-1-052109
ECONOMY AUTO SALES –  REZONING. Commissioner Jo Ann Heim SECONDED the motion which, PASSED by a voice vote of 7 to 0.
The meeting adjourned at 3:58 p.m.
       ___________________________________



Roland Stults III, Chairperson

       ___________________________________








                   Jo Ann Heim, Vice Chairperson
__________________________________
Amber L. Demott, Administrative Assistant II
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