MINUTES OF THE CITY COMMISSION MEETING HELD JULY 27, 2009


MINUTES OF THE CITY COMMISSION MEETING

MONDAY, JULY 27, 2009

The City of Leesburg Commission held a regular meeting Monday, July 27, 2009, in the Commission Chambers at City Hall.  Mayor Puckett called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. with the following members present:

Commissioner Sanna Henderson

Commissioner David Knowles

Commissioner John Christian

Commissioner Bill Polk

Mayor Lewis Puckett

Also present were City Manager (CM) Jay Evans, City Clerk (CC) Betty Richardson, City Attorney (CA) Fred Morrison, Deputy City Clerk (DCC) Teresa Bagwell, the news media, and others.

Pastor Ayris, First Baptist Church, gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.
PRESENTATIONS:  

Fire Chief Dennis Sargent recognized David Johnson for fifteen years of service with the Fire Department.

Fire Chief Dennis Sargent recognized Jeff Bennett for twenty-five years of service with the Fire Department. 

HEARD PRESENTATION REGARDING PURCHASE OF THE BIG BASS MOTEL ON HWY 27 BY PASTOR ART AYRIS, FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF LEESBURG


Pastor Art Ayris, First Baptist Church of Leesburg, presented a proposed plan to convert the Big Bass Motel on US Highway 27 into a homeless shelter, catering to families impacted by this bad economy.  The property backs up to the five-acre Ministry Village campus operated by Christian Care Center Ministries.  The Ministry Village includes the Men's Residence, Women's Care Center, Emergency Children's Shelter, Benevolence Ministry, Pregnancy Care Center and Village Thrift Store, and together employs 180 to 200 jobs in the City of Leesburg. The Church applied for a grant with Mid-Florida Homeless Coalition, Inc. for renovations of 20 rooms.  The name for the shelter is tentatively The Samaritan Inn. 

Pastor Ayris said he understands the location is prime property and is not exactly what the City planned for the Highway 27 corridor. The Church wants to make a positive impact on the downtown area and  will develop as money allows. Proposed plans are to add a second story to the building for additional rooms.  The front will be blocked off and the entrance and parking will be located away from Highway 27 behind the building.  

Mayor Puckett stated the Church does an awesome service to the Leesburg community.

Commissioner Christian expressed concern on additional property the Church is looking to acquire for expansion.  He is concerned for the image of Leesburg and requests a landscaping plan be approved.

Commissioner Knowles expressed gratitude to the church for the positive impact on Leesburg.  The Church provides many social programs for the community.

Commissioner Henderson said the rear entrance access and the rear parking for the shelter will help the appearance of the property.   

Commissioner Polk expressed concern Leesburg will become a magnet for the homeless. Leesburg cannot help every homeless person. There is a need for the Church to help the homeless, but often some of those people abuse the right to be helped. 

ADOPTED RESOLUTION 8494 AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE AND SUBMIT THE CERTIFICATE OF TAXABLE VALUE FOR FISCAL YEAR 2009-10 TO THE LAKE COUNTY PROPERTY APPRAISER




Commissioner Christian introduced the resolution to be read by title only. CC Richardson read the resolution by title only, as follows:

A Resolution of the City of Leesburg, Florida, authorizing the City Manager to execute and submit the Certificate of Taxable Value for Fiscal Year 2009-10 to the Lake County Property Appraiser; and providing and effective date.

Commissioner Knowles moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Henderson seconded the motion. 

Commissioner Henderson suggested the Commission consider the higher rate option because the option gives the Commission an opportunity to reduce the rate.  If the rate is set low, the Commission cannot increase the rate.  

Mayor Puckett stated the higher rate is a good option, although the citizens are concerned the rate will be increased. 
Commissioner Knowles suggested the rate of 4.3179 mils remain the same.  

Commissioner Christian asked what the City recommended.  CM Evans said the City recommends 4
.3179. 

The roll call vote was:

Commissioner Henderson

Yea

Commissioner Knowles

Yea


Commissioner Christian

Yea

Commissioner Polk


Yea

Mayor Puckett



Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.
CONSENT AGENDA:

Pulled items:  4C1 – Interlocal Agreement with Polk County allowing the City to be a participating agency in a corporate purchasing card program with Bank of America.  

Commissioner Knowles moved to adopt the Consent Agenda except for 4C1, and Commissioner Christian seconded the motion.

The roll call vote was:




Commissioner
Knowles

Yea





Commissioner Christian

Yea




Commissioner Polk


Yea




Commissioner
Henderson

Yea




Mayor Puckett



Yea


Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the Consent Agenda, as follows:

CITY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES:

Meeting held July 13, 2009

PURCHASING ITEMS: None

RESOLUTIONS:

Resolution 8491

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, authorizing an Interlocal Agreement with Lake County Government to provide Neighborhood Stabilization Program (NSP1) activities for low-income, middle-income and moderate income (LMMI) families both within the City limits and the unincorporated county utilizing NSP appropriations under the Housing and Economic Recovery Act of 2008; and providing an effective date.

Resolution 8492

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, adopting an asset management policy for the City of Leesburg, Florida; setting forth the purpose; providing internal controls for the retention and inventory of city-owned property; and providing an effective date.

OTHER ITEMS: None

ADOPTED RESOLUTION 8490 AUTHORIZING AN INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT WITH THE POLK COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS ALLOWING THE CITY TO BE A PARTICIPATING AGENCY IN A CORPORATE PURCHASING CARD PROGRAM WITH BANK OF AMERICA






Commissioner Knowles introduced the resolution to be read by title only. CC Richardson read the resolution by title only, as follows:

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an Interlocal Agreement with the Polk County Board of County Commissioners allowing the City to be a participating agency in a corporate purchasing card program with Bank of America; and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Henderson seconded the motion. 

Commissioner Polk asked for an explanation of the proposed resolution.  Purchasing Manager (PM) Mike Thornton explained the City’s current program is with SunTrust Bank. The program provides for a rebate once the City spends at least one million dollars per month. The average monthly spending does not reach that minimum. The agreement with Polk County allows the City to join with other agencies to pool the amounts spent to guarantee a rebate.  The City will receive 1.25% of the amount purchased.  

Commissioner Christian asked what the average amount the City spends per month.  PM Thornton replied the average amount spent is $104,000 per month.  He explained the City is looking into increasing credit limits on some cards, depending on the needs of the departments.  

The roll call vote was:

Commissioner Christian 

Yea


Commissioner Polk


Yea

Commissioner Henderson

Yea

Commissioner Knowles

Yea

Mayor Puckett



Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.
PUBLIC HEARINGS AND NON-ROUTINE ITEMS:

ADOPTED RESOLUTION 8495 EXECUTING AN AGREEMENT FOR FINANCIAL ADVISORY AND CONSULTING SUPPORT WITH LARSON CONSULTING SERVICES, LLC






 
Commissioner Christian introduced the resolution to be read by title only. CC Richardson read the resolution by title only, as follows:

A Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an agreement for financial advisory and consulting support with Larson Consulting Services, LLC; and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Henderson moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion. 

Commissioner Polk asked if the City is required to go out to bid for financial consulting services.  City Attorney Morrison stated there is no requirement to go out for bid. 

Finance Director Boop explained the City performed research on the financial industry and staff determined the City received a significant amount of savings by contracting with Mr. Larson.

Commissioner Polk asked when the contract with DA Davidson expires and will Mr. Larson remain accessible to the City when the firm moves out of state..   Mr. Larson explained the contract expires   July 30, 2009.  Larson Consulting Services LLC is two businesses.  The first business is as a financial advisor to the City.  The second is investment management for the City.  DA Davidson retained him to continue to service the investment management business.  

The roll call vote was:

Commissioner Polk


Yea

Commissioner Henderson

Yea

Commissioner Knowles

Yea


Commissioner Christian

Yea

Mayor Puckett



Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.
ADOPTED RESOLUTION 8493 REVISING AND AMENDING THE RULES FOR LOCAL VENDOR PREFERENCE








Commissioner Henderson introduced the resolution to be read by title only. CC Richardson read the resolution by title only, as follows:

A Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida revising and amending the rules for local vendor preference; and providing for an effective date.  

Commissioner Knowles moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Christian seconded the motion. 

Mayor Puckett requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

The roll call vote was:

Commissioner Henderson

Yea

Commissioner Knowles

Yea

Commissioner Christian

Yea

Commissioner Polk


Yea

Mayor Puckett



Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.
ADOPTED ORDINANCE 09-35 OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, AMENDING SUBSECTION (a) OF § 25 – 453 CONSTRUCTION OF SUBDIVISION IMPROVEMENTS, AUTHORIZING THE EXTENSION OF A SURETY BOND OR LETTER OF CREDIT PLACED WITH THE CITY BY THE DEVELOPER TO SECURE CONSTRUCTION OF INFRASTRUCTURE






 

CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, amending Subsection (A) of § 25 – 453 of the Code of Ordinances pertaining to the construction of subdivision improvements, authorizing the extension of a surety bond or letter of credit placed with the city by the developer to secure construction of infrastructure for the subdivision, specifying conditions to any such extension, repealing conflicting ordinances, providing a savings clause, and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.

Mayor Puckett requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

The roll call vote was:



Commissioner Knowles

Yea 









Commissioner Christian

Yea




Commissioner Polk


Yea




Commissioner Henderson

Yea




Mayor Puckett



Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the Ordinance.

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 09-36 OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM RANDALL S. NUGENT AND MARCIA MCDADE-NUGENT, PERTAINING TO LAND LOCATED IN SECTION 14-19-24

CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

An Ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, Accepting a utility easement from Randall S. Nugent and Marcia McDade-Nugent, As Grantor, to the City of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located in Section 14, Township 19 South, Range 24 East, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date.
Commissioner Polk moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Christian seconded the motion.

Mayor Puckett requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

The roll call vote was:



Commissioner Christian

Yea









Commissioner Polk


Yea




Commissioner Henderson

Yea




Commissioner Knowles

Yea





Mayor Puckett



Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the Ordinance.

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 09-37 OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM SHORE ACRES ESTATES, INC., PERTAINING TO LAND LOCATED IN SECTION 24-19-24




  

CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, accepting a utility easement from Shore Acres Estates, Inc., as grantor, to the City of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located in Section 24, Township 19 South, Range 24 East, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date.  

Commissioner Henderson moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.

Mayor Puckett requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

The roll call vote was:



Commissioner Polk 


Yea









Commissioner Henderson

Yea




Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Commissioner Christian

Yea




Mayor Puckett



Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the Ordinance.

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 09-38 OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, AMENDING THE CITY OF LEESBURG RETIREMENT PLAN FOR GENERAL EMPLOYEES,  ORDINANCE NO. 03-57, AMENDING SECTION 4, FINANCES AND FUND MANAGEMENT










 

CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, amending the City of Leesburg Retirement Plan for General Employees, adopted pursuant to Ordinance No. 03-57, as subsequently amended; amending Section 4, Finances and Fund Management; providing for codification; providing for severability of provisions; repealing all ordinances in conflict herewith and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Polk moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.

Mayor Puckett requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

The roll call vote was:



Commissioner Henderson

Yea




Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Commissioner Christian

Yea




Commissioner Polk


Yea




Mayor Puckett



Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the Ordinance.

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 09-39 AMENDING THE FISCAL YEAR 2008-09 BUDGET FOR THE GENERAL, HWY 441/27 CRA, CAPITAL PROJECTS, WATER, WASTEWATER, COMMUNICATIONS, DISCRETIONARY SALES TAX, AND MAGNOLIA TOWNHOMES FUNDS FOR THE THIRD QUARTER




CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

An ordinance of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida amending the fiscal year 2008-09 Budget for the general, Hwy 441/27 CRA, Capital Projects, Water, Wastewater, Communications, Discretionary Sales Tax, and Magnolia Townhomes funds for the third quarter; and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Knowles moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Henderson seconded the motion.

Mayor Puckett requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

The roll call vote was:



Commissioner Knowles

Yea






Commissioner Christian

Yea




Commissioner Polk


Yea




Commissioner Henderson

Yea




Mayor Puckett



Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the Ordinance.

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 09-40 REZONING APPROXIMATELY FOUR ACRES, LYING IN SECTION 16, TOWNSHIP 19 SOUTH, RANGE 24 EAST, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA, FROM CITY M-2 (INDUSTRIAL) TO CITY SPUD (SMALL PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT) WILLIAM L POLK, TRUSTEE, LORAINE L. GIBSON FAMILY TRUST (LEESBURG RV STORAGE PLUS)






CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, rezoning approximately four acres generally located East of N. 13th Street, North of W. Line Street and South of Webster Street, lying in Section 16, Township 19 South, Range 24 East, Lake County, Florida, from City M-2 (Industrial) to City SPUD (Small Planned Unit Development) subject to conditions contained in Exhibit A; and providing an effective date.
Commissioner Polk declared a conflict of interest.  

Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Henderson seconded the motion.

Mayor Puckett requested comments from the public.  

Community Development Director (CDD) Bill Wiley explained the City is adding “The use of barbed wire shall be permitted along the top of fences for security of the property,” to number ten Landscaping and Buffer Requirements as a condition to Exhibit “A.”  

Commissioner Knowles moved to amend the ordinance by adding “The use of barbed wire shall be permitted along the top of fences for security of the property,” to the conditions in Exhibit “A,” and Commissioner Christian seconded the motion. 

The roll call vote was:



Commissioner Henderson

Yea 









Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Commissioner Christian

Yea




Commissioner Polk


Abstained




Mayor Puckett



Yea

Four yeas, no nays, the Commission approved the amendment to the ordinance.

The roll call vote for the amended Exhibit A to the Ordinance was:



Commissioner Christian

Yea 



Commissioner Polk


Abstained








Commissioner Henderson

Yea




Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Mayor Puckett



Yea

Four yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the Ordinance with the amendment.
INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM SAM POULOS NORTH OF GRIFFIN ROAD AND EAST OF US HWY 441/27



Commissioner Christian introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

An Ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, accepting a Utility Easement from Sam Poulos, as grantor to the City of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located in Section 14, Township 19 South, Range 24 East, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date.

Mayor Puckett requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.
INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM JASKO ENTERPRISES, INC. WHOSE ADDRESS IS 1312 NORTH 14TH STREET
 

Commissioner Knowles introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, accepting a utility easement from Jasko Enterprises, Inc., as grantor to the City of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located in Section 22, Township 19 South, Range 24 East, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date.

Mayor Puckett requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.
ADOPTED RESOLUTION 8496 AUTHORIZING STAFF TO PROCEED WITH THE SMART GRID INVESTMENT GRANT (SGIG) APPLICATION; APPROVES THE PROJECTS SELECTED FOR INCLUSION IN THE AMERICAN RECOVERY AND REINVESTMENT ACT (ARRA) SMART GRID INVESTMENT GRANT APPLICATION











Commissioner Polk introduced the resolution to be read by title only. CC Richardson read the resolution by title only, as follows:

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, authorizing staff to proceed with the Smart Grid Investment Grant (SGIG) application; approves the projects selected for inclusion in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) Smart Grid Investment Grant application; and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion. 

Electric Director (ED) Paul Kalv presented “Leesburg SMARTPOWER Project,” and provided overhead slides and a handout (attached) to follow.  He asked for approval to submit the grant application.

Mayor Puckett asked if the reduction in voltage will cause problems with electronic equipment.  ED Kalv replied the City has not received a complaint about disruptions due to voltage reduction.  

Commissioner Knowles asked what the chances are of the grant being approved.    ED Kalv explained five to eight thousand applications are being submitted by various entities.  The City knows what the Department of Energy (DOE) is looking for and is providing all the answers.  

Commissioner Christian asked if the City has the seven million dollars to match the grant.  Ed Kalv explained the project is for two years.  The City will save three million dollars in reduced power supply cost, $500,000 for Load Reduction and Credit Rider savings, and $400,000 for Volt/VAR.

Commissioner Knowles asked what the overall objective is of the project.  ED Kalv said the overall objective is to reduce energy cost to the City and all Electric Customers.

The roll call vote was:

Commissioner Henderson

Yea

Commissioner Knowles

Yea

Commissioner Christian

Yea

Commissioner Polk


Yea

Mayor Puckett



Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.
INFORMATIONAL REPORTS:

Monthly Financial Report for June 2009 and FMEA Residential Bill Comparison for May, 2009

Write Offs Expected as of June 30, 2009

Commissioner Henderson asked for an explanation of the “Average Account Balance,” provided on the expected write off list as of June 30, 2009.  FD Boop replied the amount is a monthly average.  Customer Accounts Manager (CAM) Lori Beach added the amount is the average after the deposit has been applied to the account.

Commissioner Knowles asked if the $592,603 is the amount to be written off for 2009.  CM Evans replied this write off amount is through June and will be higher by September 30, 2009.  

Customer Service Division of Finance Department - Customers by the Hour for April 2009; May 2009; and June 2009

CITY ATTORNEY ITEMS: none

CITY MANAGER ITEMS:

Environmental Services Director (ESD) Ray Sharp explained the water main pipe installed on CR 468 is brittle and is creating continual emergency repairs. The City should expedite the replacement for the safety and welfare of the community.  The City recommends Hewitt Construction Company and Superior Asphalt of Central Florida, Inc. to complete the emergency replacement of the pipe.  The cost proposal is $355,536.50 and the funding source will be from the Water Fund.   

Commissioner Knowles moved to approve the emergency replacement of the water main pipe on CR 468 by Hewitt Construction Company and Superior Asphalt of Central Florida for  $355,536.50.  Commissioner Polk seconded the motion. 

The roll call vote was:



Commissioner Knowles

Yea






Commissioner Christian

Yea




Commissioner Polk


Yea




Commissioner Henderson

Yea




Mayor Puckett



Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission approved the emergency replacement of the water main pipe on CR 468 by Hewitt Construction Company and Superior Asphalt of Central Florida for $355,536.50.

ROLL CALL:

Commissioner Henderson - none

Commissioner Knowles – introduced an idea of heating Leesburg pools with solar power.

Commissioner Christian - none

Commissioner Polk – asked for citizen comments.

Mayor Puckett - none

Citizen Comments:
Bill Yandell, Leesburg resident for 27 years - Smart Grid System and the Closing of the City pools. 

Joe Shipes, Leesburg Partnership - The influx of homelessness in downtown Leesburg. 

John Chassee, Owner of rental properties –Homeless in downtown Leesburg and workshop on the City of Leesburg Utility Deposit Ordinance. 

Commissioner Christian moved to adjourn and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.   The meeting adjourned at 7:35 p.m.







_______________________________________ 







Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________ 

City Clerk

Teresa Bagwell


___ 

Recorder


MINUTES 090727

�





12

