
PUBLIC HEARING CASE # 031-0-072309 -  SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL  


GARAGES - ORDINANCE AMENDMENT
REQUEST FOR A RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION TO AMEND LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE CHAPTER 25, ARTICLE IV. ZONING DISTRICT CODE, SECTION. 25-292 SUPPLEMENTAL DISTRICT REQUIREMENTS BY ADDING (19) RESIDENTIAL GARAGES. (CITY COMMISSION DATES - 1st READING ON AUGUST 24, 2009 AND A 2ND READING ON SEPTEMBER 14, 2009)
Bill Wiley entered the exhibits into the record, which in​cluded the departmental review summary, staff recommendations, and draft ordinance text amendment.  
Bill Wiley reviewed the departmental review summary, there were no substantive comments received by the departments, nor from the public.

Bill Wiley stated the staff’s recommendation as follows:

· This amendment provides a new standard for single family detached residential units with the requirement for a minimum of a single car garage with storage in the City of Leesburg under the Land Development Code.
· The recommended revision is requested by the staff to provide an additional space for parking of vehicles to reduce the on street parking in residential areas to increase safety and esthetics in neighborhoods with in the City of Leesburg. 
· The proposed amendment would provide for consistent minimum standards for development within the City that are similar to other communities in the area such as the City of Eustis.

· Vote to approve the recommendation to amendment Chapter 25 Zoning, Article IV. Zoning District Code, Sec. 25-292 Supplemental District Requirements as proposed by staff and forward to the City Commission for consideration.
Mr. Wiley stated that the earlier draft sent out in the small packets was changed to the current copy they have in front of them to state that this requirement only applies to single family detached units.  It provides minimum dimensions of 300 square feet for the garage, 12 feet X 18 feet for automobile parking and 12 feet X 7 feet for storage.  All garages shall be equipped with an operational overhead door with minimum dimensions of 9 feet X 7 feet, which door, when closed, conceals the interior of the garage.  New garages shall be designed to be architecturally similar and compatible to the principle residence.  If a garage were to be enclosed they would have to build a new garage to meet the requirements.

Mr. Wiley provided some background as to why this change came about.  Habitat for Humanity in Eustis has garages.  We don’t have anything addressing that and the Habitat homes built in Leesburg don’t have garages.  It was asked that the city staff prepare this amendment based on that.

Edward Schlein – My concern is for homes that exist in the older sections of town.  There may not be room to add a garage with the setback requirements.

Mr. Wiley – This only applies to new homes.  The existing homes that wanted to close in their existing garage would have to apply for a variance if setbacks were an issue.

Donald Lukich – My concerns are with the minimum length requirements.  A full size truck wouldn’t fit in an 18 feet deep garage.

Clell Coleman – What is the current requirement for single family homes?

Bill Wiley – You have to have two designated parking spaces per unit currently.

Edward Schlein – This is going to increase the cost to build a new house, overall with the economy this is not the time to enforce this.  It may help clean up the appearance of the community, but the cost factor over rules that during this time.

Agnes Berry – Habitat Houses are going up all over the place.  Parking is horrible.  We need some sort of regulation requiring a garage to help with this issue.  The streets and yards are lined with cars in these areas.

Roland Stults – I do agree with you Mrs. Berry, but if these people are going to park in the street they are going to park there anyway, with or without a garage.

Clell Coleman – I think if this were just a requirement for Habitat houses we could all agree on this.

Fred Morrison – We can’t target one group of homes.

Commissioner Donald Lukich made a motion to APPROVE case # 031-0-072309 - SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL GARAGES - ORDINANCE AMENDMENT. Commissioner Wylie Hamilton SECONDED the motion which, was DENIED by a voice vote of 4 to 3.
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