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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING

OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

CITY COMMISSION CHAMBERS, CITY HALL

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2010 3:30 P.M.

The Planning Commission of the City of Leesburg held its regular meeting Thursday, February 18, 2010, in the Commission Chambers at City Hall.  Chairman Roland Stults called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m.  The follow​ing Commission members were present:

Roland Stults

Jo Ann Heim

Clell Coleman
Wylie Hamilton

Agnes Berry

Charles Townsend

City staff present included Bill Wiley, Director; Mike Miller, Planner; Amber Demott, Administrative Assistant II; Senior Officer Mike Howard, Code Enforcement; and Fred Morrison, City Attorney. 

The meeting opened with an invocation given by Commissioner Agnes Berry and the Pledge of Alle​giance to the Flag.

Bill Wiley, Director, informed the audience of the rules of participation and the need to sign the speaker’s registry. Bill Wiley also informed Commissioners and the audience of the City Commission meeting dates tentatively scheduled.
Amber Demott swore in staff.
MINUTES OF PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION MEETING OF JANUARY 21, 2010.
Commissioner Jo Ann Heim moved to APPROVE the minutes as presented.  Commis​sioner Wylie Hamilton SECONDED the motion which, PASSED by a unanimous voice vote of 6 to 0.
OLD BUSINESS:
1. PUBLIC HEARING CASE # 019-0-042309 – SIGN CODE AMENDMENTS

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, AMENDING VARIOUS SECTIONS OF THE LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE CHAPTER 25 ZONING, ARTICLE IV. SIGN REGULATIONS. (CITY COMMISSION DATES – 1ST READING ON MARCH 8TH AND A 2ND READING ON MARCH 22, 2010)

Bill Wiley entered the exhibits into the record, which in​cluded the departmental review summary, staff recommendations, draft ordinance text amendment, and an example site application.

Bill Wiley stated that a copy of the draft was hand delivered to Rick Ranize, the individual who spoke at the last reading of this case, and a lot of his comments and suggestions are included in this new draft.
No substantive comments received from the departments and no public approvals were received.

Bill Wiley started the review of the draft amendments as follows:

Sec. 25-423. Nonconformities.  Compliance date change to 2015 for wall signs, and 2017 for free standing signs.
Jo Ann Heim is still concerned with putting a time limit on becoming compliant.  She feels that until the economy recovers, existing signs should be grandfathered in.  Roland Stults agreed and added that unless there was a change in ownership or if the sign is destroyed or damaged up to a certain percent of the sign, then the existing signs should be grandfathered.

Charles Townsend agreed with additional comments on the economy’s status.

Bill Wiley provided an example on possible grants available through the CRA funds to help business owners come into compliance within a certain time period.

Commissioner Jo Ann Heim made a motion to implement a “no time element” on existing signs, Commissioner Charlie Townsend seconded the motion, which PASSED by a voice vote of 4 to 2.

Sec. 25-424 Design. Remove the base height maximum allowance.

Table 6.1 and 6.2 implemented for frontage on right-of-way.  Allows businesses with more frontage and a further setback to have a larger area sign as well as amount of signs allowed on property.

Measurements will be removed on Picture 2.

Grand opening sign – Two on site signs including banners announcing a new business with size allowance and length of time allowed to display signs.

Temporary promotional displays section amended.

Sec. 25-425 - Prohibited signs section amended.

Bill Wiley used Pat’s Sales as an example of a site application in regards to signs, existing and proposed.  Photos and aerial diagram presented within the example.

Commissioner Jo Ann Heim made a motion to APPROVE AS AMENDED case # 019-0-042309 – SIGN CODE AMENDMENTS.  Commissioner CHARLES TOWNSEND SECONDED the motion which, PASSED by a voice vote of 6 to 0.
