MINUTES OF THE CITY COMMISSION MEETING HELD APRIL 12, 2010


MINUTES OF THE CITY COMMISSION MEETING

MONDAY, APRIL 12, 2010
The City of Leesburg Commission held a regular meeting Monday, April 12, 2010, in the Commission Chambers at City Hall. Mayor Knowles called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. with the following members present:

Commissioner John Christian

Commissioner Sanna Henderson

Commissioner Bill Polk

Commissioner Lewis Puckett
Mayor David Knowles

Also present were City Manager (CM) Jay Evans, City Clerk (CC) Betty Richardson, City Attorney (CA) Fred Morrison, the news media, and others.

Commissioner Polk gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.
PROCLAMATIONS:  None
PRESENTATIONS:  None
CONSENT AGENDA:

Pulled items:  4.C.5 – Revocable License with Men of Distinction for use of City property
Commissioner Puckett moved to adopt the Consent Agenda except for Item 4.C.5 and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.

The roll call vote was:

                                    Commissioner Henderson
Yea
                                    Commissioner
Puckett



Yea


                                    Commissioner Christian


Yea
                                    Commissioner
Polk



Yea
                                    Mayor Knowles



Yea
Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the Consent Agenda, as follows:

CITY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES:

Meeting held March 8, 2010
PURCHASING ITEMS:  None
RESOLUTION 8630
A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute a one year extension of the agreement with the Allied Universal Corporation to provide chorine gas products to the City; and providing an effective date.

RESOLUTION 8631
A Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute Task Order No. 10 with Jones Edmunds & Associates, Inc. for final design and permitting to enclose the Birchwood Ditch Conveyance System; and providing an effective date.

RESOLUTION 8632
A Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute Task Order No. 5 with Jones Edmunds & Associates, Inc. to complete the development of the City's Stormwater Geodatabase; and providing an effective date.

RESOLUTION 8633
A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an Revocable License with the Leesburg High School Athletic Booster Club, Inc. for use of City property at the north east corner of Dixie Avenue and Canal Street as per attached Exhibit A; and providing an effective date. 

ADOPTED RESOLUTION 8634 AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A REVOCABLE LICENSE WITH MEN OF DISTINCTION/LEESBURG FOR USE OF CITY PROPERTY DURING BIKEFEST








Commissioner Puckett introduced the resolution to be read by title only.   CC Richardson read the resolution by title only, as follows:
A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an Revocable License with the Men of Distinction/Leesburg, Inc. for use of City property at the south east corner of E. Main Street and Childs Street as per attached Exhibit A; and providing an effective date. (Men of Distinction)

Commissioner Christian advised he would abstain from voting because he is involved with Men of Distinction.

Commissioner Polk moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Puckett seconded the motion.  The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Puckett


Yea 




Commissioner Christian


Abstained



Commissioner Polk



Yea



Commissioner Henderson


Yea



Mayor Knowles



Yea

Four yeas, no nays, one abstention, the resolution was adopted.
PUBLIC HEARINGS AND NON-ROUTINE ITEMS:

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 10-26 AMENDING THE CITY OF LEESBURG LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE CHAPTER 25 ZONING, ARTICLE VI. SIGN REGULATIONS WITH TEN YEARS TO COMPLY WITH THE SIGN REGULATIONS



CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

An ordinance amending the city of Leesburg Land Development Code Chapter 25 Zoning, Article VI. Sign Regulations, Sections 25-422. Applicability through sections 25-425. Prohibited signs; providing a savings clause; repealing conflicting ordinances; and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Puckett seconded the motion.

CM Evans advised the ordinance was prepared based on the Commission’s decision to extend the compliance time to six years at the October 26, 2009 meeting.  The Commission will have to amend the ordinance tonight, if the Commission wishes to take out the amortization period and make it so the existing signs rendered nonconforming are “grandfathered." 

Commissioner Polk moved to change Section 5 to grandfather in the current signs and Commissioner Christian seconded the motion.

Commissioner Henderson said she still feels bad for all the people who have already changed their signs because they were asked to do so and thought they should.   It will be better if the City makes the time longer and has a set time when everyone must comply.  
Commissioner Puckett stated the Commission came to the conclusion that six years was a good amount of time to change the signs and the ordinance should be adopted as written.

Commissioners Polk and Christian said they thought the Commission should go with what the Planning Commission decided.  This is why the City has the Planning Commission is to figure out items so the City Commission would not have to spend so much time on items.   They voted four to two to grandfather in the signs.   

Commissioners Polk and Christian expressed their opinions  that the City should not force business owners to tear down functioning signs. 
Commissioner Christian asked if after the six years and one day, the City will notify all businesses that are not in compliance.  CM Evans said staff will give additional reminders that the deadline is coming up and will be subject to Code Enforcement if they do not comply.  The City will also have the incentive program for the CRA area, as approved by the Commission.  

Mayor Knowles stated at the end of the six years if the economy has still not picked up, the Commission can extend the time to comply.  Our purpose is to update some very, very old signs.  
Mayor Knowles requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

The roll call vote for the amendment was:



Commissioner Christian

Yea



Commissioner Polk


Yea



Commissioner Henderson

Nay



Commissioner Puckett

Nay



Mayor Knowles


Nay
Two yeas, three nays, the amendment to the ordinance was denied.
Commissioner Henderson moved to change Section 5 to allow ten years to change the signs and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.
The roll call vote for the second amendment was:




Commissioner Polk


Yea




Commissioner Henderson

Yea




Commissioner Puckett

Nay




Commissioner Christian

Yea




Mayor Knowles


Yea

Four yeas, one nay, the Commission approved the ten year amendment to the ordinance.

The roll call for the amended Sign ordinance extending the compliance time to ten years was:



Commissioner Henderson

Yea




Commissioner Puckett

Yea




Commissioner Christian

Yea

Commissioner Polk


Yea




Mayor Knowles


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the amended sign ordinance

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 10-27 ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM MCCOMB MANAGEMENT, INC PERTAINING TO LAND IN ALHAMBRA VILLA SUBDIVISION ALONG 14TH STREET








CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the city of Leesburg, Florida, accepting a utility easement from McComb Management, Inc., as grantor, to the city of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located in Section 22, Township 19 south, range 24 East, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date.  
Commissioner Puckett moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Christian seconded the motion.

Mayor Knowles requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

The roll call vote was:



Commissioner Puckett

Yea



Commissioner Christian

Yea



Commissioner Polk


Yea



Commissioner Henderson

Yea



Mayor Knowles


Yea
Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the Ordinance.

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 10-28 AMENDING THE FISCAL YEAR 2009-10 BUDGET FOR THE GENERAL, GREATER LEESBURG CRA, CARVER HEIGHTS/MONTCLAIR CRA, HWY 441/27 CRA, CAPITAL PROJECTS, ELECTRIC, WATER, WASTEWATER AND RECREATION IMPACT FEES FOR THE FIRST QUARTER.












CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

An ordinance of the City Commission of the city of Leesburg, Florida, amending the fiscal year 2009-10 budget for the General, Greater Leesburg CRA, Carver Heights/Montclair CRA, Hwy 441/27 CRA, Capital Projects, Electric, Water, Wastewater and Recreation Impact Fees funds for the first quarter; and providing an effective date.
Commissioner Puckett moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Christian seconded the motion.

Mayor Knowles requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

The roll call vote was:



Commissioner Christian

Yea



Commissioner Polk


Yea



Commissioner Henderson

Yea



Commissioner Puckett

Yea



Mayor Knowles


Yea
Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the Ordinance.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 6, ARTICLE I OF THE CITY CODE OF ORDINANCES PERTAINING TO ANIMAL CONTROL AND CRUELTY TO ANIMALS.










Commissioner Puckett introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

An ordinance of the city of Leesburg, Florida, amending Chapter six, Article I, of the Code of Ordinances of the city of Leesburg, Florida; pertaining to animal control and cruelty to animals; amending certain definitions and adding new definitions; prohibiting the restraining of a dog by means of tethering, fastening, chaining, or tying the dog to a stationary object for a certain period of time; providing for conflicts; providing a savings clause; and providing an effective date.
Mayor Knowles requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM LEESBURG PROPERTIES LAND TRUST PERTAINING TO LAND LOCATED IN SECTION 23, TOWNSHIP 19 SOUTH, RANGE 24 EAST, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA. (600 NORTH 14TH STREET--MID FLORIDA EYE CENTER)




Commissioner Christian introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

An ordinance of the city of Leesburg, Florida, accepting a utility easement from Leesburg Properties Land Trust, as grantor, to the city of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located in Section 23, Township 19 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date.  

Mayor Knowles requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM CFL PIZZA, LLC PERTAINING TO LAND ALONG US HWY 27 (14TH STREET) (PIZZA HUT).













Commissioner Puckett introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

An ordinance of the city of Leesburg, Florida, accepting a utility easement from           CFL Pizza, LLC, as grantor, to the city of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located in Section 22, Township 19 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date.  

Mayor Knowles requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, REZONING APPROXIMATELY ONE ACRE GENERALLY LOCATED ON EAST MAIN AND CLOUD STREETS, FROM CITY CIP TO CITY SPUD SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS CONTAINED IN EXHIBIT A







Commissioner Puckett introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

An ordinance of the city of Leesburg, Florida, rezoning approximately one acre generally located on East Main and Cloud Streets, lying in Section 26, Township 19 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida, from City CIP (Commercial/Industrial planned) to City SPUD (Small Planned Unit Development) subject to conditions contained in Exhibit A; and providing an effective date. (Metro Steel)
CM Evans advised the company has a small office trailer, which has mold problems and they are replacing the trailer.  To be able for the owner to do this, the city has to have zoning change.
Mayor Knowles requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

ADOPTED RESOLUTION 8635 ADOPTING THE 2010 EVALUATION AND APPRAISAL REPORT FOR THE LEESBURG COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AND APPROVING TRANSMITTAL OF THE REPORT TO THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS










Commissioner Henderson introduced the resolution to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the resolution, as follows:

A resolution of the City Commission of the city of Leesburg, Florida, adopting the 2010 Evaluation and Appraisal Report for the Leesburg Comprehensive Plan; stating the intent to amend the Comprehensive Plan based upon recommendations contained in the report; and approving transmittal of the report to the Department of Community Affairs in accordance with section 163.3191, Florida Statutes; and providing an effective date.

Mayor Knowles requested comments from the public. There were none.
Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the resolution and Polk Commissioner seconded the motion.
The roll call, the vote was:



Commissioner Polk


Yea







Commissioner Henderson

Yea



Commissioner Puckett

Yea



Commissioner Christian

Yea



Mayor Knowles


Yea
Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.

INFORMATIONAL REPORTS:  None

CITY ATTORNEY ITEMS: None

CITY MANAGER ITEMS: 

1. CM Evans advised the City has been awarded a $1.2M Energy Efficiency Conservation Block Grant program for our Smart Meter program and Smart Grid.  CM Evans congratulated Electric Director Paul Kalv and staff who put together the grant application.  The City scored 7th out of 167 in our category.
2. CM Evans introduced the City’s new Library Director Lucy Gangone.  She comes to the City from Worcester, Massachusetts where she worked in the prestigious Library system well known for its programs. She formerly worked as Director of the Sumter County Library.
ROLL CALL:

Commissioner Polk – He read about the 3,100 homes that will be in the Home area network.   CM Evans advised this is for inside the homes infrastructure that will allow the appliances, etc. talk to the meter.  Electric Director (ED) Kalv said the City is making this a research project.   The meters needs to be spread across the spectrum of the city; small commercial/industrial and small, medium, and large homes. We need people who will use the controls available or allow the utility to use the controls in order to reduce energy use during the peak hour and encouraged volunteers to apply.  Staff is developing a system to determine the homes that will be used.  
The Commission determined that some of the Commissioners and the City Manager should be part of the project, so they will be aware of how it works when our citizens call.   
ED Kalv advised the city has a good program for the demand customers, which we will be promoting.  The City is getting a good payback from use of the city generator project that began  about a year and half ago.  He gave the March results for the voltage variation demand response on the City’s part and the demand response for the customers.  The total savings was $102,000.  

Commissioner Henderson commended ED Kalv for his work on the grant. Commissioner Christian gave “kudos” to ED Kalv for his work on this project.

Commissioner Polk also asked for the City’s hours for the Bikefest.  CM Evans advised the City Hall and Municipal Services Center will be closed Friday, and the Library will be closed Friday and Saturday.

Commissioner Christian – requested the status on Magnolia Townhomes.  CM Evans advised the report will be on the first meeting in May.   He also advised the nuisance ordinance and the impact fee ordinance will be on the next meeting. 

Commissioner Puckett - stated he is pleased with the Dog Park.  It is quite heavily used.
Commissioner Henderson – advised she attended the opening of the Sea Plane City, which was quite an event.  She also said the flowers on Main Street are very pretty.  She said she tried to go on Google and vote for Leesburg to receive the grant, but was unable to do so.  CM Evans will send the link to her.    Commissioner Christian commended Lauren Ritchie for the nice article she wrote supporting Leesburg receiving the Google grant.
Mayor Knowles - Sorry to see that a Leesburg landmark, Wolfy’s, is gone.  He hopes they will rebuild quickly.  Commissioner Polk asked what the City can do to expedite the rebuilding.  CM Evans said the Building Department and the Planning staff will do everything possible to help.
Commissioner Puckett moved to adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 6:15 p.m.








___________________________________ 








Mayor

ATTEST:

____________________________________ 

City Clerk

  Betty M. Richardson


______ 

Recorder
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