MINUTES OF THE CITY COMMISSION MEETING HELD AUGUST 9, 2010


MINUTES OF THE CITY COMMISSION MEETING

MONDAY,   AUGUST 9, 2010
The City of Leesburg Commission held a regular meeting Monday, August 9, 2010, in the Commission Chambers at City Hall. Mayor Knowles called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. with the following members present:

Commissioner John Christian

Commissioner Bill Polk

Commissioner Lewis Puckett
Mayor David Knowles

Commissioner Sanna Henderson was absent.  Also present were City Manager (CM) Jay Evans, City Clerk (CC) Betty Richardson, City Attorney (CA) Fred Morrison, the news media, and others.

Commissioner Polk gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

PROCLAMATIONS: None

PRESENTATIONS:  

Recognition of Eagle Scout Projects:   

Mayor Knowles presented a Certificate of Appreciation to Darius Connelly for making the existing sidewalk to the bathrooms at Bourlay Park wheelchair accessible by adding an 80 foot extension sidewalk.

Mayor Knowles presented a Certificate of Appreciation to Tyler Daly for orchestrating the building of a 600 square foot deck at Pat Thomas Baseball Stadium which is handicap accessible and has three stairs and three rails on the front.

Mayor Knowles presented a Certificate of Appreciation to Mario Chatman for organizing the clean up and landscaping of the grounds at the Mary Banks Global Training Camp (part of Bible Teachers International). 

City Clerk Richardson presented a congratulations note from Commissioner Henderson to each Eagle Scout.

RECEIVED THE UNAUDITED 3RD QUARTER FINANCIAL REPORT BY FINANCE DIRECTOR JERRY BOOP







Finance Director (FD) Jerry Boop advised the Unaudited 3rd Quarter Financial Report (attached) is in the Agenda packet and requested questions from the Commissioners.  There were not any questions from the Commission.
CONSENT AGENDA:

Commissioner Puckett moved to adopt the Consent Agenda and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.

The roll call vote was:

                                    Commissioner
Puckett


Yea

                                    Commissioner
Christian

Yea


                                    Commissioner Polk


Yea
                                    Mayor Knowles


Yea
Four yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the Consent Agenda, as follows:

CITY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES:

Meeting held July 26, 2010

PURCHASING ITEMS:

Purchase request 42658 for storm drainage repairs to Superior Asphalt of Central Florida, Inc. for $38,186.00

RESOLUTIONS:

Resolution 8690
A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, authorizing execution of a State Homeland Security Grant program Subrecipient  agreement for expenditure of local government Unit funding for Florida for Technical Rescue Team Training, Urban Search and Rescue Training, and Hazardous Materials Training; and providing an effective date.

Resolution 8691
A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute a first amendment to the agreement with Boone Improvements, Inc. for large area mowing at Leesburg International Airport for $25,660.96; and providing an effective date.

Resolution 8692
A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, authorizing execution of an agreement with TD Bank, NA to provide certain banking services in conjunction with the  City's not to exceed $20.0 million Electric System Revenue Note, Series 2010 to finance the City's Capital Improvements to the Electric System. 

Resolution 8693
A Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, approving a contract with Carehere, LLC to provide management services of the employee health clinic; and providing an effective date.

OTHER ITEMS:  None

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND NON-ROUTINE ITEMS:

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 10-57 CORRECTING ANNEXATION ORDINANCE NO. 10-37 BECAUSE OF A SCRIVENER'S ERROR IN THE CITY COMMISSION DISTRICT (CHRISTIAN WORSHIP CENTER OF CENTRAL FLORIDA, INC)










CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:
An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, amending annexation Ordinance No. 10-37 for certain real property consisting of approximately 4.3 acres and being generally located West side of C.R. 468, North of Veech Road and South of Lisa Dare Drive, lying in Section 21, Township 19 South, Range 24 East, Lake County, Florida, owned by The Christian Worship Center of Central Florida, Inc, to correct a scrivener’s error in the City Commission District Designation from 3 to 2 for the property being annexed; and providing an effective date (Christian Worship Center). 

Mayor Knowles requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.
Commissioner Christian advised the Commission he will abstain from voting because he is involved in this project.

Commissioner Puckett moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.   The roll call vote was:



Commissioner Christian


Abstained


Commissioner Polk



Yea


Commissioner Puckett


Yea


Mayor Knowles 



Yea
Three yeas, one abstained, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 10-58 CORRECTING ANNEXATION ORDINANCE NO. 10-34 BECAUSE OF A SCRIVENER'S ERROR IN CITY COMMISSION DISTRICT (CHRISTIAN WORSHIP CENTER OF CENTRAL FLORIDA, INC)

CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the city of Leesburg, Florida, amending annexation Ordinance No. 10-34 for certain real property consisting of approximately One acre and being generally located on the east of C.R. 468, on the North side of Montclair road, lying in Section 21, Township 19 South, Range 24 East, Lake County, Florida, owned by Christian Worship Center of Central Florida, Inc, to correct a scrivener’s error in the City Commission District Designation from 3 to 2 for the property being annexed; and providing an effective date (Christian Worship Center of Central Florida, Inc). 

Mayor Knowles requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

Commissioner Christian advised the Commission he will abstain from voting because he is involved in this project.

Commissioner Puckett moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.   The roll call vote was:



Commissioner Polk


Yea



Commissioner Puckett

Yea



Commissioner Christian

Abstained



Mayor Knowles 


Yea

Three yeas, one abstained, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 10-59 AMENDING THE FISCAL YEAR 2009-10 BUDGET FOR THE GENERAL, HWY 441/27 CRA, CAPITAL PROJECTS, ELECTRIC, GAS, WATER, COMMUNICATIONS AND BUILDING PERMITS FUNDS FOR THE THIRD QUARTER







CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City Commission of the city of Leesburg, Florida, amending the fiscal year 2009-10 budget for the general, Hwy 441/27 CRA, Capital Projects, Electric, Gas, Water, Communications and Building Permit funds for the third quarter; and providing an effective date.

Mayor Knowles requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.   The roll call vote was:



Commissioner Puckett

Yea



Commissioner Christian

Yea



Commissioner Polk


Yea



Mayor Knowles 


Yea

Four yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 10-60 AMENDING THE GENERAL EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT PLAN









CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, amending the City of Leesburg Retirement Plan for General Employees, adopted pursuant to Ordinance No. 03-57, as subsequently amended; amending Section 4, Finances and Fund Management; providing for codification; providing for severability of provisions; repealing all ordinances in conflict herewith; and providing an effective date.  

Mayor Knowles requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.   The roll call vote was:



Commissioner Christian

Yea


Commissioner Polk


Yea


Commissioner Puckett

Yea


Mayor Knowles 


Yea
Four yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, INC. ALONG THE NORTH SIDE OF EAST GRIFFIN ROAD






Commissioner Christian introduced the ordinance to be ready by title only.   CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:
An ordinance of the city of Leesburg, Florida, accepting a utility easement from Bethany Lutheran Church of Leesburg, Florida, Inc., as grantor, to the city of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located in Section 14, Township 19 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date.  

Mayor Knowles requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

ADOPTED RESOLUTION 8694 EXECUTING A CONSTRUCTION SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH PROGRESS ENERGY FOR RELOCATING A DISTRIBUTION LINE ALONG PICCIOLA ROAD TOTALING $190,500.00

Commissioner Polk introduced the resolution to be ready by title only.   CC Richardson read the resolution by title only, as follows:

A resolution of the City Commission of the city of Leesburg, Florida, authorizing the waiving of the competitive bid process and authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute a construction services agreement with Progress Energy for relocating a distribution line along Picciola Road totaling $190,500.00; and providing an effective date.
Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.

Mayor Knowles requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

The roll call vote was:



Commissioner Polk


Yea


Commissioner Puckett

Yea


Commissioner Christian

Yea


Mayor Knowles 


Yea
Four yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.

PURCHASE REQUEST 42689 TO PRESIDIO NETWORKED SOLUTIONS FOR COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK HARDWARE FOR $127,919.56



CC Richardson read the Subject Line Title, as follows:

Purchase Request 42689 to Presidio Network Solutions for communications network hardware for $127,919.56.
Commissioner Polk moved to approve the purchase request and Commissioner Puckett seconded the motion.   
CM Evans explained this is expensive equipment that will take the telecommunications utility to the next level, which will allow the City to service customers with a variety of pricing plans.    This will also allow the City to offer bandwidth that will exceed one gigabit.  In the future, staff will present a resolution changing the pricing structure.  The commercial customers will be able to keep the same price and have their bandwidth increased or can reduce their bandwidth and reduce their price.
Information Technology Director (ITD) Stan Carter advised the City needs to purchase the network hardware because two potential clients are ready to sign as soon as the bandwidth is available.  One customer must have the bandwidth by October 1, 2010.    These two customers will allow the City to purchase bandwidth in bulk; therefore, pricing will be down considerably.  This actually puts the City in the internet bandwidth business.
FD Boop explained staff will process a budget adjustment in this fiscal year and cancel the transaction planned in next year’s budget (2010-2011).  He advised the City has cash on hand to purchase this item in 2010.
Mayor Knowles requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

The roll call vote was:

Commissioner Puckett

Yea


Commissioner Christian

Nay


Commissioner Polk


Yea


Mayor Knowles 


Yea
Three yeas, one nay, the Commission approved Purchase Request No. 43689.

INFORMATIONAL REPORTS:  None
CITY ATTORNEY ITEMS: None

CITY MANAGER ITEMS: 

1. CM Evans advised the Leesburg Chamber of Commerce will be hosting a City Commission candidate forum Wednesday, August 11, 2010.  Lakefront TV has been requested to film the forum.  He requested Commissioners thoughts on filming the event. 
Commissioner Puckett advised he is not in favor of televising the forum.  It is unfair to people who have not been on the Commission.  The format could be different in that it could be a “meet and greet” where each candidate could speak about the plans they have for the City and what they will bring to the City.  Commissioner Puckett requested candidate Chris Floyd to express his opinion.

Chris Floyd, Candidate for Seat 5, stated this type of format lends to bias either through lack of knowledge, pre-hand of materials, or can be slanted to “stack the deck.” 

John Chassie, Candidate for Seat 4, agreed with Mr. Floyd. He advised he has requested a list of the questions to be asked.  They told him they would not know the questions until they go to the forum.  He does not care whether or not the TV is there.
Mayor Knowles stated the reason the City has Lakefront TV is to inform the public and not having the Candidate forum telecasted will be a disservice to the people of Leesburg.  The questions should be filtered by the moderator so the ugly questions are eliminated.

Commissioner Polk stated the regular City Commission meetings are not televised.  The candidates are new and he does not want to embarrass anyone.  

Commissioner Christian stated that if the City films the forum, then the same treatment must be done for everyone who wants to have a forum, such as Churches, community groups, etc.

Commissioner Polk moved not to have Lakefront TV film the forum and Commissioner Puckett seconded the motion.   
The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Christian 

Nay




Commissioner Polk


Yea




Commissioner Puckett

Yea




Mayor Knowles


Nay

Two yeas, two nays, the vote was tied, the Mayor advised the motion did not carry and Lakefront TV will not video the forum.   


Commissioner Christian asked that if the Chamber videos the forum and submits to the City for showing, what is to happen?    CA Morrison advised if someone tapes the forum and requests that it run on Lakefront TV, then if it came before the Commission for vote, the outcome could be different because there will be five votes.

CM Evans said in anticipation of what may happen in the future, if the forum were to be filmed and submitted to him, then he will present the question to the Commission for consideration of whether or not it should be broadcasted.   Mayor Knowles said “sure.”

ROLL CALL:

Commissioner Puckett – Steve Richey passed away last night.  He was a landmark in the City.
Commissioner Christian – said he was unable to attend the budget workshop last Thursday.  He listened to the meeting and was very disturbed by some of the comments made in reference to the Gymnasium.  He said one comment he was particularly concerned about was when Commissioner Puckett said they all worked just as hard as John did on the gym.  He said he is not here tonight to advocate that the Commission name anything after him, but here to set the record straight and challenge anyone to tell him they worked as hard as he did on the gym.  He passed out several newspaper articles to the Commissioners and mentioned several dates  showing pictures of him working and write-ups expressing how hard he worked to get the gym.  He said all this was done while serving as a Recreation Board member and a private citizen starting in 1996, prior to him becoming a Commissioner.  He said the gym was not John Christian’s pet project.   This came from a community meeting at Mt. Calvary Baptist Church when the CDC was organized.  The community said the number one priority was the gymnasium.  In 2004, when the $16M bond projects were discussed, it was John Christian who said the gym should be on the list.  When he was Mayor of the City, he went to the School Board along with Jim Miller, and requested the Board to sell the City the site where the Gym is located.
Commissioner Christian apologized for not being at the meeting to address the concerns, but he is here tonight to address any concerns any Commissioner may have about what he did or did not do, or whether he is  worthy of anything.  

Commissioner Puckett said that at the last meeting and tonight, the Commission is  talking about the problem of putting a name on a building not what John Christian  has done.  He said  he has a problem with naming a building after a Commissioner or City Manager, as the Pat Thomas Stadium/Buddy Lowe Field is named.  Commissioner Christian said the comment was, “name the building after someone who has done something.”  He said his community thinks he is worthy.   That is why they called the Commissioners to ask for their opinions, not to debate what John Christian has done.  Commissioner Christian named several people who have parks named after them and said the Commission needs to make their argument valid and make it consistent.  He requested the Commission vote on this when Commissioner Henderson returns, so it will be on the record.
Commissioner Polk stated his comments at the budget meeting were that the Commission long before this had discussed naming projects.   Commissioner Joe Knowles spearheaded the Marina at Venetian Cove and the Commission considered naming the Marina after David’s father.  The Commission said then they did not want to name buildings after people.  A granite monument with Joe Knowles’ picture was placed at the Marina.   Commissioner Henderson has the same thing at the Airport.   He said he is concerned about naming buildings after people.  Obviously, the gym would not have been built without the work of Commissioner Christian.  A plaque can be placed on the property.
Commissioner Christian said his concern is when citizens bring something to the forefront, the Commission belittles the project.   He said he feels it is not appropriate to “bash” a Commissioner when the person is not at the meeting.  He said he took offense to the discussion.
Mayor Knowles stated the item is not on the agenda and a vote will not be taken at this meeting.  This item can be placed on a future agenda.

Mayor Knowles advised he will adjust the procedure and allow public comments at this time.
Dr. Ericka Jasper advised she initiated the calls to the Commissioners for recognition of Pastor John Christian for his hard work and dedication as a citizen of the Leesburg community.   Pastor Christian did the work for the gymnasium prior to becoming a Commissioner.  The community recognizes the work he did and wishes to honor him for his hard work and dedication.  
By consensus, the Commission agreed to place the item on a future agenda and requested Dr. Jasper or a group to make a presentation to the full Commission.

Commissioner Polk -  The Chamber of Commerce is presenting the candidate forum Wednesday night. He said he did not receive an answer about how it will be presented.  He received a list of four questions, but he does not know if the candidates will be able to tell about themselves.
Mayor Knowles  recounted an incident when he was in a political race twenty years ago.  He said if you are in the political arena, you need to be prepared for any kind of question at any time.  -   He shared good news that AFNI will be bringing 200 jobs to Leesburg.  AFNI, Inc. is a leading provider of outsource business solutions and is opening a call center.   They will hold a Job Fair Tuesday, August 10th at the old telephone offices at 423 N. 3rd Street, from 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Commissioner Puckett moved to adjourn.   The meeting adjourned at 6:25 p.m.






___________________________________






Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________ 

City Clerk

Betty M. Richardson


___ 

Recorder
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