CITY OF LEESBURG PLANNING & ZONING DIVISION

DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW SUMMARY

DATE:

January 18, 2011
OWNER:

Recyclable 100, Inc.

PETITIONER:
F. Browne Gregg

PROJECT:

Recyclable 100, Inc. 

REQUEST:
Rezoning
CASE NO.:

042-1-102110   

THE FOLLOWING COMMENTS RECEIVED FROM EACH DEPARTMENT:
POLICE
“Approved, no comments.” – Captain Robert Hicks – 01/13/2011
FIRE
“… I won’t sign off on this until these hydrants are working 100%.” – Chief Kevin Bowman – 01/13/11
ELECTRIC

 “This is not in the electric service territory. We have no issues. Thanks. – Steve Davis – 01/13/11

WATER DISTRIBUTION
No comments received at this time – 01/18/11

WATER BACKFLOW
“Approved” – Helga Bundy - 01/18/11

STORMWATER
No comments received at this time – 01/18/11

WASTEWATER
No comments received at this time – 01/18/11

GAS
“This case is approved, natural gas has already been installed on the property.” – Kim Ough – 01/18/11
GIS
“Legal is still good.” – Deb Devoe – 01/18/11
“I have reviewed the descriptions you requested. DO NOT USE any of the “Parent Tract Descriptions.” ONLY USE the “Proposed Descriptions” for Parcel “A” and Parcel “B” these twp descriptions combined describe the entire property as shown on the survey. – John Meier – 01/14/11

BUILDING
“The applicants need to know that any approval by the P&Z Board doesn’t constitute approval from the Building/Fire Officials and any applicable fire or building requirement must be met prior to occupancy. I would suggest they draft some plans up and forward them to us, then we can meet with them after we review the proposed occupancy requirements.” – Jay Connell – 01/18/11
ENGINEERING/PUBLIC WORKS/SURVEY
No comments received at this time – 01/18/11

ADDRESSING
No comments received at this time – 01/18/11

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
No comments received at this time – 01/18/11

LAKE COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD

Not applicable.
PUBLIC RESPONSES

Approval

Christian Miller – 1616 S 14th St – Leesburg, FL 34748 – 352-360-5494
Disapproval 

Stephen R. Smith – 26713 Augusta Springs Circle – Leesburg, Florida 34748 – (352) 326-9622
“This project is located directly in front of our resident access gate and borders several residents.  The noise and traffic will be a huge problem and concern as well as a safety issue.  This property should not be rezoned to City Industrial.”

Micheline Renoit Tessier – 26848 White Plains Way – Leesburg, Florida 34748 – (352) 728-4289

“I am a retired citizen and had hoped my home here in the Arlington Ridge subdivision would be my last, while living in a quiet atmosphere on a street nicely lined with beautiful trees.  Since the economic backlash has caused me to lose so much equity in my home, if this construction across the street goes forward, the equity in my home, as well as my neighbors, will further drop drastically, leaving us with little equity.  I ask you, is this fair?  Does the City of Leesburg Planning & Zoning Division even care about the present and future residents of Leesburg?  We have been hopeful in continuing to build homes in our community, and now this construction will certainly halt the building of any future homes….” (October notice)
 “I am a retired citizen and had hoped my home here in the Arlington Ridge subdivision would be my last, while living in a quiet atmosphere on a street nicely lined with beautiful trees across the street. Since the economic backlash has caused us to lose so much equity in our homes, if this new construction across the street goes forward, the equity left in our homes will further drop drastically, leaving us with little or no equity. I ask you, is this fair? Does the City of Leesburg Planning & Zoning Division care about the present and future residents of Leesburg? We are in the process of building future homes, but if this construction goes forward it will cause all future residents to reconsider Arlington Ridge as their future homes and further cause present residents to abandon and/or move away! What are Leesburg’s priorities: inviting future home owners/families to consider Leesburg as their future home, or add on to an industrial site? Surely this Recyclable 100, Inc. plant can be relocated from this proposed site to another area within the industrial part, away from private homes. Please consider the people of Arlington Ridge. Thank you.” (January notice)
Arther Miller – 4219 Arlington Ridge Blvd. – Leesburg, Florida 34748 – (352) 638-9213

Concerns:

“Noise, dust, hurts development, lowers property values… - Why would Leesburg have allowed homes to be built next to heavy manufacturing?”
Lucy Menzer – 26840 White Plains Way – Leesburg, Florida 34748 – (516) 993-9131

“Why didn’t the whole community receive notice?  It affects all - not a good selling point for the future.” (October notice)
 “I purchased a home here, at Arlington Ridge, for the equality of the homes, the amenities and the beauty and environment in harmony with ecological principles. To my dismay the developer’s disclosures were inaccurate, deceitful and border on fraud. The economic downturn has eroded the value of my house by almost half. Prior sales to heavy industrial companies permitted by the Leesburg Planning Commission have further reduced its worth. Negative equity will serve to lower property assessment and further depress any appraisal. Consequently, the price will be less than my mortgage. It will discourage the appeal of the community and future buyers. Leesburg, itself, will eventually suffer from prospective development and the desire of people to move here. Talk will erode Leesburg’s reputation as a town that wants to attract potential home buyers. Surely, Recyclable 100 can be located in an area where it is welcome.”  (January notice)
Carl & Jewell Allen – 26860 White Plains Way – Leesburg, Florida 34748 – (251) 990-5263

“Enough is enough!” (October notice)
“Considering the fact that majority of the residents in Arlington Ridge are retired, health concerns are a primary issue at this time of life. Further, inasmuch as breathing conditions affect older seniors more than any other age group, I believe that this project would further disturb the air quality that all of us breathe. Therefore I am 100% opposed to this and respectfully ask you to treat this proposal as if you were protecting your OWN parents. Thank you.” – Rev. Carl Allen (January notice)

“We are asking you to reconsider and stop the building of the processing plant for the following reasons: We bought into Arlington Ridge in Leesburg believing it to be a wonderful retirement investment home and property and city. We are a retired minister and wife, in our late 70’s, this was our first home, having lived in church parsonages over 50 years, and we were thrilled. We were only casually aware of the Recyclable plant, but really never considered it expanding any closer to us, since Arlington Ridge offered homes for sale near there. In hindsight, perhaps that naïve, but we trusted the Association. Fast forward to present economy. Presently our property value and equity has been cut in half, as so many others in America. As a retiree, not wealthy, this is devastating. Complicating the further is the fact Arlington Ridge is bankrupt and you know all the uncertainty surrounding that. So now we are faced with a business coming in, adding to certainly even more fears of even further decline in our property value, with the possible noise of the business added to all our other problems. Due to the location of our home, we are affected possibly more than any of the other residents as we are right across from the Arlington Ridge back gate. To sum up, we appeal to you, Leesburg Commission, please do not grant this petition. If this was your home, purchased by you with hard-earned money, with joy and anticipation of retiring in a lovely Florida community, how would you feel if this happened to you? The Bible says “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you”. Thank you for your empathy in this sad situation.” – Jewel Allen (January notice)    
Andrew & Linda Barra – 4440 Antietam Creek Trail – Leesburg, Florida 34748 – (352) 360-0761

“What is the rush to get this done after 5 years?  If approved, when does the $8 million mistake start up?”
Doug & Blanche Engates – 4334 Antietam Creek Trail – Leesburg, Florida 34748 – (352) 315-4334 

“What’s next?”

Gerald & Linda J. Campbell – 26856 White Plains Way – Leesburg, Florida 34748 – (352) 728-3289

“Covanta is already noisy, smelly and dusty.  If this project moves forward, we’ll have double the noise, smells and dust.  Our homes & community will be worthless.  Would any of you like to have these in your front yard?  Enough is enough!”
Monique Magna – 26828 White Plains Way – Leesburg, Florida 34748 – (352) 787-6099

“We already get enough noise from Covanta.  With your (Recyclable 100, Inc.) rock crunching plant, it will be too noisy & too much dust.  Our homes have already lost over $100,000 in value and with your plant in front of our homes, they will be worthless!” (October notice)
 “I strongly object to your proposed location. Industrial park is huge, I’m sure that you could get another location away from our homes. We don’t need more noise and dust. The values of our homes have already gone down by 50%. With your plant going up across the street, we won’t ever be able to sell our homes. Also, I have my mother living with me and she has been diagnosed with congested heart failure. The noise and dust is not going to be good to her condition. Please reconsider another location. Thank you.” (January notice) 
Joseph Butigieg – 4237 Arlington Ridge Blvd. – Leesburg, Florida 34748 – (352) 365-2042

“Why was a 200 foot boundary selected?  I currently live with a Covanta power plant behind our home; at times, the noise is such that normal sound levels are drowned out.  Has the additional noise from the proposed aggregate plant been considered?  What levels of dust and particulates will be dispersed into the air?  Will this operation be a 24 hour operation?”
Howard & Ellisyn Sechler – 26815 White Plains Way & 3531 Arlington Ridge Blvd. – Leesburg, Florida 34748 

“Too much noise and dirt.  Our home is right behind the plant on White Plain’s Way.”

Thomas & Susan Keene – 26852 White Plains Way – Leesburg, Florida 34748 – (267) 664-0612

“…We are against the change of zoning…for the following reasons:  daily disruption, additional noise and air pollution, more traffic and congestion, deter future home buyers…deter builders from completing the subdivision, reduce the values of our homes…” (October notice) 
“We are against the change of zoning from County Planned Industrial to City Small Planned Unit Development for the following reasons: first and foremost, the noise consideration. It would cause daily disruption to our community. It would cause additional air pollution. It would cause more traffic and congestion. It would deter future home buyers from purchasing homes in our community. It would deter builders from taking on the task to complete our development. Finally, it would reduce the value of our homes. The notice of public hearing for case number 042-1-102110 is misleading. The current use of the subject property is not vacant warehouse, as stated. There is daily activity on the property. They have brought in skids of materials and machinery. Worst of all, they have been removing the buffer between the subject property and the Arlington ridge development. Over the last few months, the noise level has increased tenfold. Pictures are enclosed in support of our comments. Thank you for your time and consideration.” (January notice)
Mary Cook – 26816 White Plains Way – Leesburg, Florida 34748 – (407) 832-1494
Marie Cook – 26844 White Plains Way – Leesburg, Florida 34748 – (352) 702-0530

Steve and Karen Macomber – 26725 Augusta Springs Circle – Leesburg, Florida 34748 – (352) 787-1191

Theresa Sheneman – 26817 White Plains Way – Leesburg, Florida 34748 – (352) 787-6210

Janice Munoz – 26713 White Plains Way – Leesburg, Florida 34748 

Alda Vicente – 26819 White Plains Way – Leesburg, Florida 34748 (352) 728-2960

Arnold & Maria Fonseca – 4317 Arlington Ridge Blvd. – Leesburg, Florida 34748 – (978) 851-3840

Robert & Sonja Lucas – 4306 Antietam Creel Trl – Leesburg, Florida 34748 – (352) 787-5240
Dolores Tucky – 4334 Arlington Ridge Blvd – Leesburg, Florida 34748 – (352) 365-6712

Janet Johnson – 26610 Augusta Springs Cr – Leesburg, Florida 34748 – (352) 787-8517
Sarah Chiaraluna – 4330 Antietam Creek Trl – Leesburg, Florida 34748 – (352) 323-5733

James Russell – 27019 Roanoke Dr – Leesburg, Florida 34748 
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