MINUTES OF THE CITY COMMISSION MEETING HELD AUGUST 22, 2011


MINUTES OF THE CITY COMMISSION MEETING

MONDAY, AUGUST 22, 2011
The City of Leesburg Commission held a regular meeting Monday, August 22, 2011, in the Commission Chambers at City Hall. Mayor Polk called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. with the following members present:

Commissioner John Christian

Commissioner Sanna Henderson

Commissioner David Knowles
Commissioner Lewis Puckett
Mayor Bill Polk
Also present were City Manager (CM) Jay Evans, City Clerk (CC) Betty Richardson, City Attorney (CA) Fred Morrison, Deputy City Clerk (DCC) Teresa Bagwell, the news media, and others.

Gas Director (GD) Jack Rogers gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.
PROCLAMATIONS:  None
PRESENTATIONS:  

Recreation Director (RD) Bruce Ericson recognized Sharon Bowlen for ten years of service in the City Parks and Recreation Department.
AWARDED CERTIFICATES OF APPRECIATION TO LEESBURG LIGHTNING BASEBALL LEAGUE COACHES AND VOLUNTEERS




 
Recreation Director (RD) Bruce Ericson stated the Lightning broke records for all categories.  The team was fun to watch.  The Lightning drew a crowd of 27,000 people and had 50% of the attendance in the whole league.  
Mayor Polk awarded certificates to the coaches of the Leesburg Lightning for their hard work and dedication to the team and the Leesburg Community.  Awarded Coaches are:  David Therno, Head Coach and Coach of the Year in the league; Rob Sites, President of the Florida Collegiate Summer League; John Bolt, Coach; and James Scrubs, Coach.  
Mayor Polk awarded 23 certificates to the volunteers for their hard work and dedication at the Leesburg Lightning games.  (Attached)

Mr. Chuck Johnson said what he hoped to have accomplished is a great partnership with the City of Leesburg and a wholesome ballpark.  The games help everyone to forget all the bad things in life.  
Commissioner Henderson thanked all volunteers for making her summer in Leesburg wonderful.  

HEARD A PRESENTATION OF THE THIRD QUARTER FINANCIAL RESULTS BY FINANCE DIRECTOR JERRY BOOP








Finance Director (FD Jerry Boop gave an overview of the Third Quarter Financial Report. (Attached)    
Commissioner Christian left the room at 5:47 p.m.

CONSENT AGENDA:

Commissioner Puckett moved to adopt the Consent Agenda and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.

The roll call vote was:

                                    Commissioner
Henderson

Yea





                                    Commissioner
Puckett


Yea
                                    Commissioner Christian

Absent
                                    Commissioner
Knowles

Yea
                                    Mayor Polk



Yea
Four yeas, no nays, one absent, the Commission adopted the Consent Agenda, as follows:

CITY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES:  
Meeting held August 8, 2011

Meeting held July 25, 2011

Special Meeting held July 14, 2011 (PBA)

PURCHASING ITEMS:

Approval of Change Order 1 to Purchase Order 527036 for $8,050.00 to Booth & Associates for providing additional engineering services related to commissioning the rewound transformer at Airport Substation.

Purchase request 43345 to Progress Energy for relocation of their equipment at East Substation of $79,151.00.

RESOLUTIONS:

Resolution 8889
A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute a Consent to Sublease agreement among the City of Leesburg, Triangle Aviation, Inc. and Av-Mech, LLC for hangar space at Leesburg International Airport; and providing an effective date.

Resolution 8890

Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing application and acceptance of a matching grant from the FEMA Assistance to Firefighters' Grant, if funded, for purchase of eight exhaust filter systems for emergency apparatus and three bunker gear extractor machines with $97,742.25 and a City of Leesburg match of $10,860.25, not to exceed $108,602.50; and providing for an effective date.  

Resolution 8891

A resolution of The City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing submittal of a Neighborhood Stabilization Program (NSP) 3 application to Lake County Government for funding of affordable housing; and providing for an effective date.

OTHER ITEMS: None

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND NON-ROUTINE ITEMS:

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 11-74 REZONING APPROXIMATELY .38 OF AN ACRE ON THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF LEE STREET AND W. OAK TERRACE DRIVE, FROM CITY R-2 TO CITY RP  (CITIZEN'S FIRST BANK)




 
CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, REZONING APPROXIMATELY .38 OF AN ACRE GENERALLY LOCATED ON THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF LEE STREET AND W. OAK TERRACE DRIVE, LYING IN SECTION 23, TOWNSHIP 19 SOUTH, RANGE 24 EAST, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA, FROM CITY R-2 (MEDIUM DENSITY RESIDENTIAL) TO CITY RP (RESIDENTIAL PROFESSIONAL); AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. (CITIZEN’S FIRST BANK)
Commissioner Knowles moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Puckett seconded the motion.

Mayor Polk requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

The roll call vote was:



Commissioner Puckett

Yea



Commissioner Christian

Absent



Commissioner Knowles

Yea



Commissioner Henderson

Yea



Mayor Polk 



Yea
Four yeas, no nays, one absent, the Commission adopted the Ordinance.

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 11-75 REZONING APPROXIMATELY 32 ACRES ON THE NORTH SIDE OF SUNNYSIDE DRIVE, WEST OF FERN DRIVE, FROM CITY R-3  TO CITY PUD (BURLYNN FARM, LLC, R. DEWEY BURNSED TRUST, AND CLIFF L. BRIDGES- SUNNYSIDE SUBDIVISION)







CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, REZONING APPROXIMATELY 32 ACRES GENERALLY LOCATED ON THE NORTH SIDE OF SUNNYSIDE DRIVE, WEST OF FERN DRIVE, LYING IN SECTION 30, TOWNSHIP 19 SOUTH, RANGE 25 EAST, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA, FROM CITY R-3 (HIGH DENSITY RESIDENTIAL) TO CITY PUD (PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT); AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. (BURLYNN FARM, LLC, R. DEWEY BURNSED TRUST AND CLIFF L. BRIDGES)
Commissioner Knowles moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Puckett seconded the motion.

Mayor Polk requested comments from the public.  

Commissioner Christian returned at 5:55 p.m.

Commissioner Henderson asked for an explanation of the meaning high density and the low density on the property.  Community Development Director (CDD) Bill Wiley replied the high density refers to the R3 zoning on the property which allows 18 units per acre.  The maximum for low density is 8 units per acre.  The City has capped the property at 6.5 units per acre.  
Commissioner Henderson asked if the property can develop multi-family.  CDD Wiley explained multi-family is not allowed.  
Commissioner Henderson said she is concerned development will increase the already taxed road system in the area.  CDD Wiley explained the owner has plans for traffic studies in the future.

The roll call vote was:



Commissioner Knowles

Yea



Commissioner Henderson

Yea



Commissioner Puckett

Yea



Commissioner Christian

Yea



Mayor Polk 



Yea
Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the Ordinance.

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 11-76 AMENDING SECTIONS 9 - 3 AND 9 - 9 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES PERTAINING TO ELECTIONS; SPECIFYING TYPES OF EVIDENCE TO BE SUBMITTED BY CANDIDATES AT THE TIME OF QUALIFYING TO DEMONSTRATE APPROPRIATE RESIDENCY; CHANGING THE TIME FOR CANDIDATES FOR CITY COMMISSION TO QUALIFY TO RUN FOR THAT POSITION












CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, AMENDING SECTIONS 9 – 3 AND 9 – 9 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES PERTAINING TO ELECTIONS; SPECIFYING TYPES OF EVIDENCE TO BE SUBMITTED BY CANDIDATES AT THE TIME OF QUALIFYING TO DEMONSTRATE APPROPRIATE RESIDENCY; CHANGING THE TIME FOR CANDIDATES FOR CITY COMMISSION TO QUALIFY TO RUN FOR THAT POSITION; REPEALING CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Commissioner Knowles moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Puckett seconded the motion.

Mayor Polk requested comments from the public. 
CA Morrison explained amendments have been made to the proof of residency.  The qualifying list of proof of residency has been changed to reflect the changes requested by the Commission at a prior meeting.  Two types of evidence of proof of residency will be required. The list remained the same.  
The roll call vote was:



Commissioner Henderson

Yea



Commissioner Puckett

Yea



Commissioner Christian

Yea



Commissioner Knowles

Yea



Mayor Polk 



Yea
Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the Ordinance.

TABLED AN ORDINANCE REPEALING §§25 - 322 THROUGH 25 - 338 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, PERTAINING TO LANDSCAPE REGULATION; ENACTING NEW §§25 - 323 THROUGH 25 - 338 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES PERTAINING TO LANDSCAPE REGULATION






CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, REPEALING §§25 – 322 THROUGH 25 – 338 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, PERTAINING TO LANDSCAPE REGULATION; ENACTING NEW §§25 – 323 THROUGH 25 – 338 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES PERTAINING TO LANDSCAPE REGULATION; PROVIDING DEFINITIONS; PROVIDING A MECHANISM TO DEAL WITH NONCONFORMING LANDSCAPING; SETTING OUT LANDSCAPING STANDARDS; REQUIRING LANDSCAPING TO BE DESIGNED AND IMPLEMENTED TO CONSERVE WATER; PROVIDING LISTS OF RECOMMENDED AND PROHIBITED PLANT MATERIALS; REGULATING IRRIGATION OF LAWNS AND LANDSCAPING; PROVIDING FOR BUFFERS; PRESCRIBING STANDARDS FOR WALLS AND FENCES; PROVIDING FOR LANDSCAPING IN PARKING LOTS; SPECIFYING STANDARDS FOR LANDSCAPING IN AND AROUND WETLANDS AND WATER BODIES; PROVIDING FOR TREE PROTECTION; REPEALING CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Commissioner Henderson moved to adopt the ordinance; motion died due to lack of second motion.   

Commissioner Knowles moved to table the ordinance to the September 26, 2011 meeting and, Commissioner Christian seconded the motion.  

Mayor Polk requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

Mayor Polk asked CC Richardson to setup a Landscaping ordinance workshop prior to the September 26, 2011, meeting.  CC Richardson said she will set up a workshop discussing the proposed Landscape ordinance for September 8, 2011, after the City Commission Budget meeting.

The roll call vote was:



Commissioner Henderson

Yea



Commissioner Puckett

Yea



Commissioner Christian

Yea



Commissioner Knowles

Yea



Mayor Polk 



Yea
Five yeas, no nays, Commission tabled the ordinance until the September 26, 2011 City Commission Meeting.
INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE ANNEXING APPROXIMATELY 40 ACRES ON THE EAST OF US HIGHWAY 27, SOUTH OF WINDSONG OAK DRIVE (SOUTHPOINTE BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP, INC)









Commissioner Henderson introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, ANNEXING CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY CONSISTING OF APPROXIMATELY 40 ACRES AND BEING GENERALLY LOCATED ON THE EAST OF US HIGHWAY 27, SOUTH OF WINDSONG OAK DRIVE, LYING IN SECTION 25, TOWNSHIP 20 SOUTH, RANGE 24 EAST, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA, WHICH IS CONTIGUOUS TO THE CITY LIMITS OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, PROVIDING THAT SAID PROPERTY SO ANNEXED SHALL BE LIABLE FOR ITS PROPORTIONATE SHARE OF THE EXISTING AND FUTURE INDEBTEDNESS OF SAID CITY; PROVIDING THAT SUCH ANNEXED PROPERTY SHALL BE SUBJECT TO ALL LAWS AND ORDINANCES OF SAID CITY AS IF ALL SUCH TERRITORY HAD BEEN A PART OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG AT THE TIME OF PASSAGE AND APPROVAL OF SAID LAWS AND ORDINANCES; PROVIDING THAT SUCH ANNEXED TERRITORY SHALL BE PLACED IN CITY COMMISSION DISTRICT 3; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE (SOUTHPOINTE BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP, INC.). 
Mayor Polk requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE REZONING APPROXIMATELY 40 ACRES ON THE EAST OF US HIGHWAY 27, SOUTH OF WINDSONG OAK DRIVE, FROM COUNTY A  TO CITY PUD (SOUTHPOINTE BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP, INC)




Commissioner Knowles introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, REZONING APPROXIMATELY 40 ACRES GENERALLY LOCATED EAST OF US HIGHWAY 27, SOUTH OF WINDSONG OAK DRIVE, LYING IN SECTION 25, TOWNSHIP 20 SOUTH, RANGE 24 EAST, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA, FROM COUNTY A (AGRICULTURE) TO CITY PUD (PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT); AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. (SOUTHPOINTE BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP, INC.)
Mayor Polk requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM TOMMY J. GREENE PERTAINING TO LAND LOCATED AT 2306 OLIVET AVENUE, LEESBURG, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA







Commissioner Knowles introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM TOMMY J. GREENE AS GRANTOR, TO THE CITY OF LEESBURG, AS GRANTEE, PERTAINING TO LAND LOCATED AT 2306 OLIVET AVENUE, LEESBURG, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
Mayor Polk requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM DELROY SMITH AND SHARON SMITH PERTAINING TO LAND LOCATED AT 1011 STINSON STREET, LEESBURG, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA




Commissioner Henderson introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM DELROY SMITH AND SHARON SMITH AS GRANTORS, TO THE CITY OF LEESBURG, AS GRANTEE, PERTAINING TO LAND LOCATED AT 1011 STINSON STREET, LEESBURG, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
Mayor Polk requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM HERBERT L. MAYS AND DOROTHY F. MAYS PERTAINING TO LAND LOCATED AT 908 NEBRASKA STREET, LEESBURG, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA



Commissioner Knowles introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM HERBERT L. MAYS AND DOROTHY F. MAYS AS GRANTORS, TO THE CITY OF LEESBURG, AS GRANTEE, PERTAINING TO LAND LOCATED AT 908 NEBRASKA STREET, LEESBURG, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
Mayor Polk requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM KEVIN CONNER PERTAINING TO LAND LOCATED AT 905 GEORGIA AVENUE, LEESBURG, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA







Commissioner Puckett introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM KEVIN CONNER AS GRANTOR, TO THE CITY OF LEESBURG, AS GRANTEE, PERTAINING TO LAND LOCATED AT 905 GEORGIA AVENUE, LEESBURG, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
Mayor Polk requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM TWYINE LITTLEJOHN PERTAINING TO LAND LOCATED AT 809 GEORGIA AVENUE, LEESBURG, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA






Commissioner Puckett introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM TWYINE LITTLEJOHN AS GRANTOR, TO THE CITY OF LEESBURG, AS GRANTEE, PERTAINING TO LAND LOCATED AT 809 GEORGIA AVENUE, LEESBURG, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
Mayor Polk requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM CARVER HEIGHTS CHURCH OF CHRIST, INC. PERTAINING TO LAND LOCATED AT 901 BEECHER STREET, LEESBURG, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA



Commissioner Knowles introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM CARVER HEIGHTS CHURCH OF CHRIST, INC. AS GRANTOR, TO THE CITY OF LEESBURG, AS GRANTEE, PERTAINING TO LAND LOCATED AT 901 BEECHER STREET, LEESBURG, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
Mayor Polk requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM BETSY WRIGHT PERTAINING TO LAND LOCATED AT 2305 WAITMAN AVENUE, LEESBURG, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA







Commissioner Knowles introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM BETSY WRIGHT AS GRANTOR, TO THE CITY OF LEESBURG, AS GRANTEE, PERTAINING TO LAND LOCATED AT 2305 WAITMAN AVENUE, LEESBURG, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
Mayor Polk requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM BETSY WRIGHT AND KATHLEEN WRIGHT PERTAINING TO LAND LOCATED AT 2301 WAITMAN AVENUE, LEESBURG, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA



Commissioner Knowles introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM BETSY WRIGHT AND KATHLEEN WRIGHT AS GRANTORS, TO THE CITY OF LEESBURG, AS GRANTEE, PERTAINING TO LAND LOCATED AT 2301 WAITMAN AVENUE, LEESBURG, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Mayor Polk requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM ETTA MAE SIRMONS PERTAINING TO LAND LOCATED AT 2306 WAITMAN AVENUE, LEESBURG, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA







Commissioner Puckett introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM ETTA MAE SIRMONS AS GRANTOR, TO THE CITY OF LEESBURG, AS GRANTEE, PERTAINING TO LAND LOCATED AT 2306 WAITMAN AVENUE, LEESBURG, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
Mayor Polk requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM SERENA V. SALLETT PERTAINING TO LAND LOCATED AT 2329 GASKINS STREET, LEESBURG, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA






Commissioner Puckett introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM SERENA V. SALLETT AS GRANTOR, TO THE CITY OF LEESBURG, AS GRANTEE, PERTAINING TO LAND LOCATED AT 2329 GASKINS STREET, LEESBURG, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Mayor Polk requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

ADOPTED RESOLUTION 8892 AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT FOR THE SUSAN STREET DITCH ENCLOSURE CONSTRUCTION PROJECT WITH BOYKIN CONSTRUCTION, INC. FOR $101,614.00







Commissioner Christian introduced the resolution to be read by title only. CC Richardson read the resolution by title only, as follows:

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT WITH BOYKIN CONSTRUCTION, INC. TO PROVIDE DITCH ENCLOSURE DESIGN-BUILD SERVICES OBLIGATED PURSUANT TO REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 110182; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion. 

Commissioner Henderson asked the location of the property.  Commissioner Christian explained the property is near Susan Street by Pat Sales.

Commissioner Christian asked how wide will the back of the property be once the ditch is filled and can the property be used for recreation purposes.   Deputy Director of Environment Services (DDES) Craine said around fifteen to twenty feet.  The property will have a swell and room available for other uses and will be turned over to the Recreation Department
The roll call vote was:

                                    Commissioner Puckett

Yea
                                    Commissioner Christian

Yea
                                    Commissioner Knowles

Yea
                                    Commissioner Henderson

Yea
                                    Mayor Polk



Yea
Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.
INFORMATIONAL REPORTS:

Miscellaneous Accounts Receivable Balances with the City Attorney as of July 31, 2011

Expected Write-offs as of July 31, 2011

Monthly Financial Report for July 31, 2011

Mayor Polk asked if the City is still paying Barr Group for services.  CM Evans stated the City discontinued the retainer with Barr Group.  The Barr Group continues to work with the Aerospace Park plans and money paid to the Barr Group will come from contingency.

CITY ATTORNEY ITEMS: none
CITY MANAGER ITEMS: 

1. CM Evans said the Friday night rain storm dumped four inches in 50 minutes.  The City sustained flooding and police car damage.  The City looked into drainage system deficiencies.  
Commissioner Christian said his mother had an issue driving down Main Street. Child Street always floods and has been in bad condition for ten years.  He said the drainage ditch is full of trash.  ESD Sharp said the City is looking into flooding causes. He said the Stormwater run-off from the Leesburg Regional Medical Center (LRMC) and retention ponds continually overflow.  He said he checked into the St Johns Water Management District (SJWMD) permit and found the problems have been going on for ten years.  LRMC will be made to correct the problems according to their permit by SJWMD.  
Mayor Polk stated Citrus County cleans drains every five years.  ESD Sharp replied the City continually cleans every drain in the City and completes repairs as needed.  

2. CM Evans urged all to keep a close eye on Irene and be prepared.  
3. CM Evans referenced the question from Commissioner Christian about the tractor company who went out of business and he asked how much the City lost.  The City lost $1,100 on rent and $9,600 on taxes totaling $10,772.  The City currently has a couple people interested in the property.  The City determined the new lease will have stipulations to flex the termination of the lease if an airport type of business if interested in the property.  The City Attorney will draft a one year with a 30 day right to terminate.  
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
Pat Lee, Community Development Director, invited everyone to the Labor Day event.  She thinks the event will work to increase jobs in the community.  Job creation is a priority.  She thanked the City for the use of City equipment and for being a good partner. The Labor Day event is to celebrate employers and employees.  

ROLL CALL:

Commissioner Henderson asked how will the US Highway 441/27 construction retention ponds look when FDOT has completed the work.  CM Evans replied Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) makes the standard pond.  The City is responsible to dress up the ponds.  

Commissioner Henderson said it would be nice if the City makes a welcoming pond like the City of Tavares.  

Commissioner Christian said in the past the City took over ownership of the creation and maintenance responsibility.

Commissioner Henderson suggested the City put in benches.  
Commissioner Puckett asked about retention pond fencing required for children safety.  He also questioned where citizens would park and safely get to the benches.  He asked who will be liable for any fatalities.   

Commissioner Henderson reported the Library Report announced thirty Authors have signed up for October 2011.  She announced e-books are coming to our library.  

Commissioner Puckett – expressed concern that local broadcast channels do not reference Leesburg weather.  
Commissioner Christian - none
Commissioner Knowles - none
Mayor Polk – announced Miss Leesburg, Miss Fechtel was awarded the national Miss America Outstanding Teen award.  The award earned her a $25,000 scholarship and a free ride to Auburn University.  He said he attended Mr. Malik’s 80th Birthday Celebration on Saturday.  Mr. Malik is the owner of Gator Harley Davidson.  He said he received his tax bill and his bill amount was less than last year.  This means bad things for the City of Leesburg.
Mayor Polk said he talked to a lot of people about the docks and bridges at Venetian Gardens.  Everyone he talked to discouraged aluminum.  Aluminum is noisy and requires a lot of maintenance.  Wood would be the best alternative.  Wood is now made fire and water proof and is guaranteed for 20 years.  The bridges will need new pilings and new dock wood.  He said he did check into concrete, but does not look as good.
Commissioner Puckett said the City will attract more contractors in the Leesburg area if wood is used.  

Commissioner Henderson said using concrete or steel below the top will not change the wood look.  She reminded the Commission to consider “Friends of Venetian Gardens.”

Commissioner Christian asked the City to look into as many options possible.  Staff should not be rushed.  

Mayor Polk stated the Charter Review Committee will be starting shortly.  He said he is taking Steve Strong to the Power Plant for a tour.
Commissioner Knowles moved to adjourn and Commissioner Christian seconded the motion.   The meeting adjourned at 6:48 p.m.







_______________________________________ 







Mayor
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_________________________________ 

City Clerk
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