Note:

Color blue is new per St. John Water Management District and same or similar to county

Color green is same as City current code or with minor changes by staff

Bold underlined is to emphasize change
WORK SHOP 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
LANDSCAPE CODE CHANGES
Sec. 25-323.  Purpose and General Requirements.

1.  New section A for purposes

2.  Section for general requirements minor changes
Sec. 25-324. Definitions

      New section added to define terms

Sec 25-325. Nonconforming Landscaping. 

      New section similar to county with addition of exemption for a natural disaster

Sec. 25-326. Landscaping Standards.

1. New section A for purpose statement

2. New section B General requirements and the following exemptions: 

a. for agricultural activity

b. for emergency maintenance
c. for existing approved landscaped area 
d. for parks and conservation lands
 
Sec 25-327 Waterwise and Florida Friendly Landscaping. 

1. Landscaping – applies to all ground surface areas of any lot

2. Mandatory Waterwise and Florida Friendly Landscape Measures with Site-Appropriate Plants.
a. Items 1-8 require landscaping to:

1) conserve and use water efficiently
2) encourage creative landscape design

3) use Waterwise and Florida Friendly Landscaping

4) use native vegetation

5) re-establish native plant communities

6) to protect groundwater as a natural resource

7) to reduce energy costs and maintenance 
3. Water Efficiency - water-efficient requirements are as follows:

a.   use of mulch two (2) to four (4) inches deep
b.   for existing development compliance with Florida-friendly landscaping is required only when the property is totally redeveloped (county and District 50%)
c.   low water use plants required

d.   new development requires efficient and well-designed irrigation. Up to 60% of the pervious area equal to or less than 15,000 square feet of the lot in any single family or duplex platted residential development with more than ten (10) lots, which had plats approved after the effective date of this ordinance, and commercial site plans submitted after the effective date of this ordinance may be irrigated with a conventional in-ground irrigation system. 
e.   micro-irrigation, drip systems and temporary irrigation necessary to establish new plantings are permitted on all areas of the lot or development. 
f.   golf course fairways and greens, public active recreation fields, greenhouses, landscape nurseries, retail nurseries, and agricultural production systems are exempt
1)    criteria for irrigating
a) rain sensors, min. irrigation overthrow, temporary irrigation, and  exempt existing wooded/forested
Sec 25-328. General Landscaping Requirements.
1. Plant Materials - shall meet the following general requirements:
a.  Quality - Florida No. 1 or better

b.    Soil Reviewed– reviewed
c.  Native Plants – min. 50% required

d.  Canopy Trees - 2½” caliper (30) gallon, ht. approx. 11-12 ft., 5 ft. spread
1) Additional Tree Credits for new Canopy Trees planted: 

a)    Min. 4” caliper, 12 ft. ht., 5 ft. spread = 2 Canopy Tree Credits

b) Min. 6” caliper, 14 ft. ht., 6 ft. spread = 3 Canopy Tree Credits



e.
Ornamental trees - 2” caliper (30) gallon, ht. approx. 6-8 ft., 3 ft. spread
1)     Additional Tree Credits for new Canopy Trees planted: 

a)   Min. 3” caliper, 10 ft. ht., 5 ft. spread = 2 Ornamental Tree Credits

b)   Min. 4” caliper, 14 ft. ht., 6 ft. spread = 3 Ornamental Tree Credits
f.     Palms used in place of ornamental or canopy trees 20% max., large     specimen 1 for 1 credit
g.
Shrubs used for visual screens – planted 48” on center, av. 2 ft. ht., 18” spread, min. 3 gal. container

h.
Ground cover plants – planted 36” on center, 1 gal. container

i.
Required grass areas – may be sodded, plugged, sprigged, or seeded including St. Augustine, Bahia and other grasses
j.
Site appropriateness to conserve water, synthetic or artificial turf, trees, and plants prohibited from meeting requirements.


k.
Moveable architectural planters may be permitted as an alternative where appropriate with city approval.
l.
Existing trees may be used to meet tree requirements as follows:

	Existing Canopy Tree Size based on DBH
	Number of Trees Credited for required landscape  (not used for replacement trees)

	2.5"-6.99" 
	1 Canopy Tree Credits

	7"-12.99"
	2 Canopy Tree Credits

	13"or greater
	3 Canopy Tree Credits


	Existing  Ornamental Tree Size based on DBH
	Number of Trees Credited for required landscape  (not used for replacement trees)

	2"-3.99" 
	1 Canopy Tree Credits



m.
Plant Substitutions to approved plans without resubmitted plans– Staff approval. 

1)     If change affects five (5) percent or less
2)   A buffer is moved less than twenty (20) feet
      2.
   Diversity – to guard against disease susceptibility no more than fifty (50) percent of the same      species

3.
   Re-vegetation Required.   

            a.     Re-vegetation shall be required within 6 mo. of expiration of development order if natural vegetation was disturbed and if the landscaping has not been completed to pre- development conditions or through an alternative mitigation plan approved by the city.

b.
When removal of 50% of the protected trees exceeds one (1,000) inches, a performance bond may be required to ensure re-vegetation if needed. 
   4.    Landscape Plant Materials List - materials selected from official plant list. Lists are same as county and meet District requirements for L = Low irrigation and M = Medium irrigation required
Sec 25-329 Landscape Buffer General Requirements exempt residential

1.     Buffering from adjacent Properties required if no buffer exists on the adjoining property.

2.
  Buffering from Public Roadways

3.
Internal Roadway Buffering at an average spacing of 50 ft. on center alternating along  both    sides of roads

Figure A – Typical Street Tree Section
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                         Figure B – Typical Street Tree Plan
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4.
 Landscape buffers along public streets and property lines.

a. Front, Side and Rear Buffer Requirements:  
1) Canopy Trees -  2 per 100 linear ft

2) Optional-Ornamental Trees - 3 per 100 linear ft


5.     Landscape buffers subdivisions, site plans and Big Box stores
6.
  All pervious areas shall average five (5) Canopy trees per acre minimum and other landscape requirements may be used to meet this requirement such as required landscape


  Sec 25-331 Internal Landscaping in Parking Areas 
      1.     Current code requires more than 12 contiguous parking spaces to have a planting area of 200 sq. ft. (county and District req. 300), ends of rows require 400 sq. ft. (county and District req. 600)                
Interior Parking areas – Perimeter Trees and Spacing
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                                                Retention Ponds (Landscaping)
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Sec. 25-335 Landscape Requirements for Individual Single-Family and Duplex Lots
       1.
Canopy tree requirements. Each single-family or duplex lot shall provide canopy trees as follows:

a.   A minimum of 2 trees for lots to (6,000) sq. ft. or less.

b.   A min. of 3 trees for lots 6,001 and 10,000 sq, ft..

c.   A min. of 5 trees for lots 10,001 sq. ft. Three (3) trees for each additional acre in excess of one acre, with a maximum number of trees not to exceed 15 for the total acreage

d.   Existing trees may be used to meet the provisions 

 2.     Preservation of existing trees
 Sec. 25-336.  Landscaping requirements for Industrial District. No change from current code

1. The main entrances a minimum of 10% of the office area or 500 sq. ft., whichever is greater.

2. The primary building shall be landscaped 25% of the building perimeter.
Sec. 25-337 Prohibited Plant Species - Prohibited vegetation shall be listed in the Plant List for the City of Leesburg which has been updated based on the following sources: 

1.    Prohibited Aquatic Plants per F.A.C. 5B-64.011
2.    Removal of Prohibited Plant Species is a condition of development approval on the parcel within 100 ft. of principal structure(s) or up to 50 ft. of construction, whichever is greater. 

Sec.25-338 Tree Protection - Tree Removal Permit is required
1.
Removal shall not commence until one (1) of the following has been approved or issued:


a.
Subdivision construction plan;


b.     Final master site plan;   


c..    Master park plan; (only applicable within parks);

       d.     Building permit; or

       e.     Tree removal permit, lot grading / site alteration plan.

2.
   Exemptions to Tree Removal Permit Requirements



a.    One (1) to three (3) trees, not to exceed a combined cumulative caliper of 30 in, within any one three year period

b.
Trees within public road or drainage rights-of-way and easements


c.
Any tree determined to be in a hazardous or dangerous condition requiring immediate removal


d.
Trees that are have died through natural causes or diseased trees


e.
Routine landscape maintenance such as trimming or pruning


f.
Activity conducted by a lawfully operating commercial nursery, tree farm etc.


g.
Removal of trees listed within the non-approved tree list.


h.
Removal or relocation of trees less than four (4) inches DBH


3.     Replacement Requirements for Tree Removal Permits



a.
Protected Trees require currently 25%, (county/District  50%) of the total number of caliper inches



b.
At least 25% of the total number of estimated caliper inches of trees removed, shall be replaced on-site, where feasible.


4.    Tree Sampling for Large Sites over 10 ac. may identify and sample trees to be removed.


5.
Location of Tree Replacement Sites - mitigated on the lot, if possible or



a.
Replace trees on a designated conservation or park property



b.
As an alternative at the city’s discretion, trees can be accepted for placement in other areas such as streets or trails or for donates to the public.
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