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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION
CITY COMMISSION CHAMBERS, CITY HALL
THURSDAY, APRIL 19, 2012 4:30 P.M.
The Planning Commission of the City of Leesburg held its regular meeting Thursday, April 19, 2012, in the Commission Chambers at City Hall.  Chairman Roland Stults called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m.  The following Commission members were present:

Roland Stults
Jo Ann Heim
Donald Lukich
Agnes Berry
Charles Townsend
Clell Coleman
James Argento

City staff that was present included Bill Wiley, Community Development Director, Mike Miller, Planner and Amelia Serrano, Administrative Assistant II.  Mark Brionez, representing the City Attorney’s office, was also present. 

The meeting opened with an invocation given by Commissioner Agnes Berry and the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Bill Wiley, Community Development Director, informed the audience of the rules of participation and the need to sign the speaker’s registry.  He also informed Commissioners and the audience of the City Commission meeting dates tentatively scheduled.

Amelia Serrano swore in staff as well as anyone wishing to speak.

MINUTES OF PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION MEETING FOR MARCH 15, 2012.

Commissioner Jo Ann Heim moved to APPROVE the minutes from the March 15, 2012 meeting. Commissioner Donald Lukich SECONDED the motion, which was PASSED by a unanimous voice vote of 6 to 0. 

NEW BUSINESS
 
1.	PUBLIC HEARING CASE # RZ-12-38 – PET LODGE & SPA – SMALL PLANNED 	UNIT DEVELOPMENT 
	AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, REZONING 	APPROXIMATELY 2.53 ACRES FROM CITY C-3 (HIGHWAY COMMERCIAL) TO CITY 	SPUD (SMALL PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT) TO ALLOW FOR A PET GROOMING 	AND BOARDING FACILITY FOR A PROPERTY LOCATED ON THE NORTH SIDE OF 	US HIGHWAY 441, LOCATED ADJACENT TO HOME DEPOT AS LEGALLY DESCRIBED 	IN SECTION 23, TOWNSHIP 19, RANGE 25, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA, SUBJECT TO 	CONDITIONS CONTAINED IN EXHIBIT A; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE - 	(CITY COMMISSION DATES - 1st READING ON MAY 14, 2012 AND A 2ND READING 	
	ON MAY 29, 2012)

Bill Wiley entered the exhibits into record.  Mike Miller presented the exhibits.  The exhibit items included the staff summary, departmental review summary, staff recommendations, planned unit development conditions, aerial photo, land use and zoning maps, flood zone and wetlands map, community redevelopment area map, site photos, and conceptual site plan.

There were no substantive comments received from the departments. There were two public responses received for approval and no responses for disapproval received.

Bill Wiley explained that this property had never been built out and that in fact this will be the first business in this location.  This type of activity is in fact allowed in this zoning, but the fact that dogs will be staying overnight turns this into a type of kennel and rezoning would be required per the Code of Ordinances.  The decision to rezone the property also includes the laser tag location.
 
The Planning & Zoning staff recommended the approval of the request for the following reasons: 

1.	The proposed zoning district of SPUD (Small Planned Unit Development) is compatible with adjacent properties zoning districts, as conditioned. 

2.  	The proposed zoning district SPUD (Small Planned Unit Development) as conditioned and shown in the attached “Exhibit A” is compatible with the proposed City Future Land Use designation of LC Regional Commercial.

3.	The rezoning of the subject properties is consistent with the City’s Growth Management Plan, Future Land Use Element, Goal I, and Objective 1.6.

with the following condition(s):

Staff recommends approval of the proposed rezoning subject to the “Lake Park Court, LLC Planned Development Conditions” attached hereto as Exhibit A, dated, April 19, 2012. 

Donald Lukich was unsure of how the public would enter the business.  Mr. Greg Beliveau, representative for the applicant, explained that the Home Depot parking lot would be the entrance point for this location.  The business is completely a self-contained business. 

Chuck Johnson, representative for the applicant, came up to speak about the benefits this business bring to the area.  Once this location opens up, it will employ ten people, it will be filling a building that has been empty for two years, and it is the only one of its kind in the area.  He also added in that the potential noise this business could bring in does not compete with Home Depot loading trucks have on occasion had to load in the early morning hours. 

James Argento wanted to know if the pet lodge was only for dogs or if other animals were allowed.  Mr. Johnson stated all animals are welcome.   

This was the end of the discussion and the voting then took place.

Commissioner Donald Lukich made a motion to APPROVE case # RZ-12-38 – PET LODGE & SPA – SMALL PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT.  Commissioner Jo Ann Heim SECONDED the motion which, PASSED by a voice vote of 6 to 0.
 
Discussion:

Roland Stults was unsure of how the Planning Commission handles this situation. It was explained to him that the board will bring a recommendation to the City Commission and they will make the final decision. 

Ms. Heim asked if Dr. Schlein ever called in advance.  Mr. Wiley stated that the staff always calls before the meeting and that is how we always found out. 

Mr. Lukich stated he only recalls two meetings in the last year he has been present for. 
Mr. Stults stated although Dr. Schlein is a good Commissioner, the board needs to have a member that can attend the meetings.  Mr. Lukich agreed with him.

Mr. Argento did express the respect he has for Dr. Schlein.

Mr. Coleman wanted to verify whether or not Dr. Schlein has made any attempt or expressed that he could make a change in his schedule in order to attend.  Mr. Wiley stated Dr. Schlein indicated that he may be able to change his schedule by August and start attending meetings again.  

Mr. Wiley explained that Mr. Argento can be made permanent and that would leave the alternate position vacant.

Mr. Brionez stated the position needed to be declared vacant, then Mr. Argento can be named a permanent board member, and then the alternate board position can be named vacant. 

Commissioner Donald Lukich made a motion to declare the full time board member position vacant, Mr. James Argento to be named a full time member, and the alternate position to be named vacant.  Commissioner Jo Ann Heim SECONDED the motion which, PASSED by a voice vote of 5 to 0. (James Argento signed a conflict in voting form and did not participate the voting for this motion.)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The next scheduled meeting date is May 17, 2012.

The meeting adjourned at 5:24 p.m.				
       		___________________________________
		Roland Stults III, Chairperson				

           		_________________________________							                                 Jo Ann Heim, Vice Chairperson ____________________________________

Amelia Serrano, Administrative Assistant II
Planning Commission 		04/19/2012
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