MINUTES OF THE CITY COMMISSION MEETING HELD MONDAY,              MARCH 24, 2014

MINUTES OF THE CITY COMMISSION MEETING

MONDAY, MARCH 24, 2014
The City of Leesburg Commission held a regular meeting Monday, March 24, 2014, in the Commission Chambers at City Hall. Mayor Christian called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. with the following members present:

Commissioner Elise Dennison

Commissioner Jay Hurley

Commissioner David Knowles

Commissioner Bill Polk

Mayor John Christian

Also present were City Manager (CM) Al Minner, City Clerk (CC) Betty Richardson, City Attorney (CA) Fred Morrison, Deputy City Clerk (DCC) Andi Purvis, the news media, and others.

HR Director Jakki Perry gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.
PROCLAMATIONS:  None

PRESENTATIONS: 
APPROVED THE REQUEST BY THE LEESBURG FOOD BANK TO  ELIMINATE FEES OF $6,500 FOR REMODELING THEIR NEW LOCATION​ AT 503 NORTH 13TH STREET




__________________
Chuck Johnson stated the Leesburg Food Bank has been feeding the hungry since 1982 by volunteers; no one receives a salary. They have done a great service for our community and are looking to expand their operation because the need is great.  They have a mortgage on the new building and want to do some renovations, but were told the permits for this work will cost $6,500.00. Mr. Johnson said he is present on behalf of the Food Bank to appeal to the Commission to reduce or waive the fee.  He stated either way this charitable work will continue for the community. 
Commissioner Hurley stated he supports this cause and does not have a problem waiving the fees.
Commissioner Polk stated he would not comment and would not vote on this issue as he sold the building to the Food Bank.
Commissioner Dennison asked regardless of the permit fees, are they still going to upgrade the new building.   Mr. Johnson stated absolutely, but asked where is this money best spent. 
Commissioner Dennison stated it seems this kind of payment by the City would better be used with the Food Bank than just handing 501-3-c organizations money at the end of the year.
Mr. Johnson stated this is a need, not a want.  There are people going hungry and these folks are doing something about it.  These volunteers are finding the food themselves, working their own hours, and doing what the citizens of the City of Leesburg do.

Mayor Christian asked the Commission to make sure if this going to be the standing policy that the Commission is consistent.  He thinks every nonprofit will come before the Commission to state their great cause and the great works they do, whether it is the Food Bank, Boy Scouts or whomever, they will feel their charity or organization is just as worthy.  He stated he supports nonprofits, but just wants to make sure the Commission is consistent with the way it votes so people do not feel there is favoritism being shown. .  He supports the Food Bank and wants to make sure there is no discrimination when other groups come with the same request; they will come and that will be a tough decision to make.
Mayor Christian stated the Commission has had discussion on permits and told staff to raise rates, so Leesburg can be competitive and so departments can pay for themselves.

Commissioner Hurley stated he will vote on each specific request; this one he supports, the next one he may not. 
Don Diamant, President of Leesburg Food Bank stated he has been a volunteer for six years and the president running the daily operations for the past five.  He stated last year they feed 5,236 families, which is about 13,318 people and handed out 205,541 pounds of weighed food.  He said they could double this amount if they could get the resources. He stated the Food Bank is very well supported by the public, local businesses, and Churches. Mr. Diamant said it is his mission in life to support the Leesburg Food Bank.
Richard Ecott, Vice President, stated he has been associated with the Food Bank for the past four or five years.  He stated they receive no governmental support and get their funding from the good people of Lake County, churches and other foundations, which is a real credit to this community.  

Commissioner Hurley moved to waive the permit fees for the Leesburg Food Bank and Commissioner Dennison seconded the motion.
CM Minner stated the actual fees are $6,691.96.
Commissioner Hurley amended his motion to reflect the actual fee amount. 
The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Dennison 
Yes



Commissioner Polk

Abstained



Commissioner Hurley

Yes
Commissioner Knowles
Yes



Mayor Christian

Yes
Four yeas, one abstain, the Commission approved waiving the permit fees for the Leesburg Food Bank. 
UPDATE ON VENETIAN GARDEN'S MASTER PLAN, GREG BELIVEAU - LPG PLANNERS________________________________________________________
Greg Beliveau, LPG Planers  stated during the last few weeks he has spent time with representatives of some of the stakeholders at Venetian Gardens to gather some input on ideas.  He said they have scheduled the visioning sessions for Saturday April 5th, Saturday April 12th, and Saturday May 3rd, from 9:00 a.m. until Noon at the Community Building.  There will also be a one day road trip, coordinated with the Leesburg Chamber, during the week of April 16th – 19th, to different communities who have already had some successful lakefront and park improvements to obtain ideas.  These ideas will be presented at the last session on May 3rd.  Mr. Beliveau stated he will prepare a draft and conceptual master plan by May and could incorporate a workshop, if the Commission desires, at no additional expense.  He will then prepare the final document for Commission adoption in June. 
Commissioner Polk asked if Mr. Beliveau could come back during the budget process to discuss the draft and money issues, but skip the workshop. 
Mr. Beliveau stated part of the budget is also looking at partners and the dollar figures with the different items.  He said with the list of projects, some of them will actually have partners attached.  Some partners will pay the whole freight; some will be independently financed, and some hardly financed.  Mr. Beliveau stated he does not have a problem coming back during the budget process to show where we are, as those that are not partnered will need to be looked at and prioritized. 
Mayor Christian asked how the workshop information will be relayed to the public.
Mr. Beliveau stated he has already started contacting the leadership of different groups for them to do email blasts to all their memberships, so there is one on one contact.  He stated he noticed a flashing Police sign at Venetian Gardens, and thinks that would be a good location to put out information for everyone driving by.  Also, this Thursday morning at the Chamber breakfast an announcement will be made and he has emailed Mr. Shipes to notify all their membership.  

Mayor Christian asked if it is too late to include this information in the City’s utility billing and suggested placing it on the Lake Front TV Channel.  CM Minner stated he will look into it.  

CONSENT AGENDA:

Commissioner Knowles moved to adopt the Consent Agenda and Commissioner Dennison seconded the motion.
The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Polk

Yes



Commissioner Hurley

Yes



Commissioner Knowles
Yes
Commissioner Dennison
Yes



Mayor Christian

Yes
Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the Consent Agenda, as follows:

CITY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES: None
PURCHASING ITEMS:

Purchase request by the Information Technology Department for the purchase of network hardware from Veytec for a total cost of $35,609.20.

RESOLUTION 9369
Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an interlocal agreement with the Lake-Sumter MPO for pavement management services for a cost not to exceed $40,509. 

RESOLUTION 9370
Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an easement and maintenance agreement between Leesburg Regional Medical Center, Inc., and the City of Leesburg 

OTHER ITEMS:  None

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 14-09 AMENDING THE LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE CHAPTER 25 BY ADDING SECTION 25-288 (S) TO ALLOW TEMPORARY AGRICULTURAL USES___________________________________
City Clerk Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, AMENDING AND/OR SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 25 ZONING OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES SECTION 25-288 COMMERCIAL USES BY ADDING SUBSECTION (s) AGRICULTURAL (TEMPORARY) USES AS FOLLOWS, REPEALING CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Commissioner Polk moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.   

Mayor Christian requested comments from the Commission and audience.  There were none.
The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Hurley

Yes



Commissioner Knowles
Yes



Commissioner Dennison
Yes
Commissioner Polk

Yes



Mayor Christian

Yes
Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.
ADOPTED ORDINANCE 14-10 AMENDING THE LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE CHAPTER 25 BY AMENDING SECTION 25-290 _____________________
City Clerk Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows: 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, AMENDING AND/OR SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 25 ZONING OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES SECTION 25-290 TEMPORARY USES BY AMENDING SUBSECTIONS (4) AND (5) AS FOLLOWS, REPEALING CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Commissioner Polk moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.   

Mayor Christian requested comments from the Commission and audience.  

Community Development Director (CDD) Bill Wiley stated inadvertently something was left out of the ordinance and he has provided a corrected version to the Clerk.  He stated 4.a.2 Outdoor product sales promotion for products which are not offered by current City of Leesburg operating businesses as their primary product sales. Businesses must obtain a “temporary” Business Tax Receipt and may operate on vacant property or large public shopping centers or public mall such as the Lake Square Mall, schools, college campus, churches, hospital such as the Leesburg Regional Medical Center, and in the Central Business District.  The word temporary was left out.
Mayor Christian stated so basically, the change is if someone wants to do a temporary sale, they will need to obtain a temporary business tax receipt to be on the mall campus. 

CDD Wiley stated it distinguishes between sales that are done by licensed businesses in the community and those done by businesses outside the community.  He said this is on a temporary basis but only for products sold that are not offered in Leesburg as their primary product sales.
Commissioner Dennison asked what is meant by minimum change under fiscal impact; will the City make or lose money and how much. 

CDD Wiley said it will not be much of a change as the business will pay a minor fee for the temporary business tax receipt.
Commissioner Dennison asked if the City will have to provide any extra police or other services and CDD Wiley replied no.
Commissioner Dennison stated this talks about shopping centers, but there is a lot on US 27 South that every once in a while has a car dealer selling there and asked if this will now be included.  CDD Wiley stated yes, it would have to be a currently licensed Leesburg car dealer selling their inventory; not a car dealer from out of town. 

Commissioner Knowles moved to adopt the amendment as presented and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion. 
The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Knowles
Yes



Commissioner Dennison
Yes



Commissioner Polk 

Yes



Commissioner Hurley

Yes
Mayor Christian

Yes
Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the amendment.
The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Dennison
Yes



Commissioner Polk 

Yes



Commissioner Hurley

Yes



Commissioner Knowles
Yes
Mayor Christian

Yes
Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.
ADOPTED ORDINANCE 14-11 AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCE BY DELETING CHAPTER 6 SUBSECTION 6-41 AND CHAPTER 25 SUBSECTION 25-292 (4) AND ADDING A NEW REVISED SUBSECTION (4) THE KEEPING OF DOMESTIC ANIMALS AND FOWL____________________________________
City Clerk Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows: 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, DELETING CHAPTER 6 ANIMALS SUBSECTION 6-41 KEEPING CHICKENS OR FOWL AND DELETING CHAPTER 25 SUBSECTION 25-292 SUPPLEMENTAL DISTRICT REQUIREMENTS, (4) ANIMALS AND FOWL ETC. BECAUSE OF CONFLICTS WITH OTHER SECTIONS OF THE CODE AND ADDING A NEW REVISED SUBSECTION (4) THE KEEPING OF DOMESTIC ANIMALS AND FOWL TO ALLOW CHICKENS IN RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS; REPEALING CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.  

Commissioner Knowles moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.   

Mayor Christian requested comments from the Commission and audience.  

CDD Wiley stated the draft ordinance has been changed to reflect the action of the Commission at its last meeting to show fifteen chickens now permitted.  He stated there are also two options to choose:  #6 says, No covered enclosure or fenced enclosure shall be located in the front or side yard, nor shall the henhouse/coop be closer than twenty (20) feet to any property line of an adjacent developed property. Option 1 (nor within fifty (50) feet of any adjacent occupied residential structure).  He stated what he is asking is for the Commission to decide if it wanted this to be 20 feet from the property line, not considering how far it is from adjacent residents or add the additional language nor within fifty feet of any adjacent occupied structure.  

Commissioner Polk stated the options are fifty feet from the house or twenty feet from the property line.  He stated if the house is way back on the property, the fifty feet would be good, but if the house next door was way back and you wanted it on the property line, in his opinion, would be a problem. 
CDD Wiley stated the twenty feet from the property line is just from the property line and the fifty foot requirement from an adjacent residence may create problems with smaller lots.  

Mayor Christian stated it is not going to be a problem if someone builds a chicken coop, but will be a problem if the chickens wake up the neighbors or jumps the fence.   Talking about the fifty feet, it may create a problem in our smaller lots where people will not be able to comply.  

Commissioner Hurley stated he is not supporting this, but he would want the fifty foot option.
CDD Wiley stated if it is any help the County ordinance, which is less stringent, has just twenty feet from the property line.
Commissioner Polk made a motion for twenty feet from any occupied residential structure and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion. 
Commissioner Dennison asked since the number of chickens went from five to fifteen, did staff make any changes in the size of acreage or in the size of coop and CDD Wiley stated no.

Commissioner Denison stated so someone on a really small lot could have fifteen chickens running around. CDD Wiley replied yes, as long as they can meet the other requirements for the size of the coop, three square feet per bird up to a maximum of fifty square feet.
CDD Wiley stated there is another amendment on #7: Chicken coops and pens shall be completely screened from adjacent roadways and parcels by a four (4) foot tall solid fence Option 2 (chain link with slats permitted).
Commissioner Knowles made motion for option #2 and Commission Polk seconded the motion. 

Mayor Christian stated the Commission is voting on the twenty feet from any occupied residential structure and Option 2 chain link fence with slats permitted.

The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Polk 

Yes



Commissioner Hurley

No



Commissioner Knowles
Yes



Commissioner Dennison
No
Mayor Christian

Yes
Three yeas, two nays, the Commission adopted the two amendments.
Commissioner Polk stated if the Commission does not vote for the fifteen chickens, the way it is written right now residents are allowed fifty. 
CDD Willey stated what Commissioner Polk is referring to is what is currently in the code for RE-1 district which requires a minimum of one acre for home and another acre for animals.  Because of the fact that it is a larger parcel, they could have fifty chickens.  He said the rest of the ordinance being voted on is for every residential lot in the City, no matter the size of lot, as long as they can meet the setbacks. 
Don Lukich, resident, stated a little common sense should prevail.  Leesburg is predominately an urban and residential community.  Why would anyone want to bring farm animals back in to the City, it is absolutely ridiculous.  
Steve Knowles, resident, Billy Fussell, resident, and Bill Jones, resident, spoke in favor of having chickens in the City of Leesburg. They said having the chickens is a good project for the children; it teaches about the circle of life, and at one time Leesburg was agricultural.
Commissioner Hurley stated he is not against chickens, but it is a quality of life concern for the residents, as some lots in the City are small.  He stated he feels more restrictions are needed.  

The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Hurley

No



Commissioner Knowles
Yes



Commissioner Dennison
No



Commissioner Polk 

Yes
Mayor Christian

Yes 
Three yeas, two nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.
ADOPTED ORDINANCE 14-12 AMENDING CHAPTER 25 LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE BY REVISING SECTION 25-292 SUPPLEMENTAL DISTRICT REQUIREMENTS (21) INDOOR RECREATION      _______________
City Clerk Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows: 

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, AMENDING AND/OR SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 25 ZONING OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES SECTION 25-292 SUPPLEMENTAL DISTRICT REQUIREMENTS (21) INDOOR RECREATION USES AS FOLLOWS, REPEALING CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Commissioner Polk moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.   

Mayor Christian requested comments from the Commission and audience.  There were none.
The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Knowles
Yes



Commissioner Dennison
Yes



Commissioner Polk

Yes



Commissioner Hurley

Yes
Mayor Christian 

Yes
Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.
ADOPTED ORDINANCE 14-13 AMENDING THE LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE CHAPTER 25 BY ADDING SECTION 25-164 NONCONFORMING PROPERTIES AND SECTION 25-325 NONCONFORMING LANDSCAPING___      

City Clerk Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows: 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, AMENDING AND/OR SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 25 ZONING OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES SECTIONS 25-164 NONCONFORMING PROPERTIES AND 25-325 NONCONFORMING LANDSCAPING AS FOLLOWS, REPEALING CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Commissioner Knowles moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Dennison seconded the motion.   

Mayor Christian requested comments from the Commission and audience.  There were none.
The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Dennison
Yes



Commissioner Polk 

Yes



Commissioner Hurley

Yes



Commissioner Knowles
Yes
Mayor Christian

Yes
Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.
ADOPTED ORDINANCE 14-14 AMENDING CHAPTER 25 LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE SECTION 25-292 SUPPLEMENTAL DISTRICT REQUIREMENTS BY ADDING (23) OUTDOOR SALES DISPLAY AND STORAGE REQUIREMENTS_____________________________________________
City Clerk Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows: 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, AMENDING AND/OR SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 25 ZONING OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES SECTION 292 SUPPLEMENTAL DISTRICT REQUIREMENTS BY ADDING SUBSECTION (23)  OUTDOOR SALES DISPLAY AND STORAGE AS FOLLOWS, REPEALING CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Commissioner Dennison moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.   

Mayor Christian requested comments from the Commission and audience.  

Don Lukich, resident, stated this ordinance is curtailing businesses, like hardware and clothing stores, who like to set up outside displays.  He stated this is too restrictive and urged the Commission to vote no or revamp the ordinance. 
CM Minner stated he thinks this ordinance is pretty reasonable; for example if in auto sales, this will not affect as ordinarily cars are displayed outside.  If a thrift store, you would not display a toilet outside, but this has happened from time to time in Leesburg.  He stated the intent of this change is to have a little common sense. 

CDD Wiley stated this ordinance will not prohibit hardware stores from displaying merchandise outside.
CM Minner stated Commissioners have spoken with him about trying to get Leesburg’s “best foot forward” in making sure it has attractive corridors.  The old fashion motif of wanting displays outside is understood, but their displays outside are not very attractive, and there are other commercial entities who do not want outside displays.  He stated this ordinance addresses this and gives staff some tools to use to address this situation.  The City wants to work hand and hand with businesses, not put them out of business, but also wants to keep its corridors looking neat and attractive. 
Don Lukich stated he disagrees with the City Manager and feels this is curtailing retail of the small businesses in the community.  

Bill Fussell, resident, asked how this will apply to Tractor Supply or Rural King, with their outside displays.  

CDD Wiley stated there will be no change per this ordinance. 
Mr. Fussell asked what happens then when the little guy comes back and asks why the big guys can do it and he cannot. 

CDD Wiley stated when someone comes in for a business permit and they have a plan for a parking lot, or outside display, this will be reviewed with regard to the requirements here.  Those like Tractor Supply who already have an existing outside area approved as part of their site plan, it will not affect. 

Mayor Christian stated the City does have some problematic areas where people have complained and staff has no tool to tell the owner to move items inside.  This ordinance will give staff the tools to better clean up our City. 
Commissioner Knowles stated there will be car lots with show rooms and cars on display outside and the tractor place with parts and machinery inside and mostly tractors in the parking lot on display.  He thinks what this is trying to affect is basically a garage sale that has gone commercial.  Commissioner Knowles stated if complaints are received those who vote in favor can bring this back up for discussion.
CM Minner stated that can be done, as well as visiting his office to ensure staff is enforcing this properly. 
The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Polk 

Yes



Commissioner Hurley

Yes



Commissioner Knowles
Yes



Commissioner Dennison
Yes
Mayor Christian

Yes
Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.
FIRST READING OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 25 ZONING SECTION 25-292 BY ADDING A NEW SUBSECTION 22 LOCATION OF HELICOPTER LANDING AREAS IN A PUD ZONING DISTRICT____________
Commissioner Polk introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, AMENDING AND/OR SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 25 ZONING OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES BY ADDING SUBSECTION (22) LOCATION OF HELICOPTER LANDING AREAS AS FOLLOWS, REPEALING CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Mayor
Christian requested comments from the Commission and the audience. 

Commissioner Knowles asked if this should be second reading.

CDD Wiley stated there were actually two helicopter ordinances.  The first one passed deals with the sites; this one deals with allowing them in Planned Unit Development districts.
ADOPTED ORDINANCE 14-15 REZONING APPROXIMATELY 42 ACRES GENERALLY LOCATED EAST SIDE OF FERN DRIVE, NORTH OF SUNNYSIDE DRIVE (Ashton Woods)  ______________________________________
City Clerk Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows: 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, REZONING APPROXIMATELY 42 +/- ACRES WITH R-2 (MEDIUM DENSITY RESIDENTIAL) ZONING TO ADD A PDO (PLANNED DEVELOPMENT OVERLAY) FOR THE PURPOSE OF MODIFYING THE SIDEWALK AND BUFFER WALL DESIGN REQUIREMENTS FOR DEVELOPMENT CALLED ASHTON WOODS LOCATED ON THE EAST SIDE OF FERN DRIVE, JUST NORTH OF SUNNYSIDE DRIVE, AS LEGALLY DESCRIBED IN SECTION 30, TOWNSHIP 19, RANGE 25, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA, SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS CONTAINED IN EXHIBIT A; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. (Ashton Woods)

Commissioner Knowles moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Hurley seconded the motion.   

Mayor Christian requested comments from the Commission and audience.  There were none.
The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Hurley

Yes



Commissioner Knowles
Yes



Commissioner Dennison
Yes



Commissioner Polk 

Yes
Mayor Christian

Yes
Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.
ADOPTED RESOLUTION 9371 TO EXECUTE TASK ORDER 1 WITH JONES EDMUNDS & ASSOCIATES, INC. FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES RELATED TO THE AVANTE SEWER LINE____________________
Commissioner Knowles introduced the resolution to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the resolution by title only, as follows:

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE TASK ORDER 1 WITH JONES EDMUNDS & ASSOCIATES, INC. FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES RELATED TO THE AVANTE SEWER LINE RELOCATION AND REHABILITATION PROJECT FOR A COST NOT TO EXCEED $29,830.00; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Commissioner Polk moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.   

Mayor Christian requested comments from the Commission and the audience. There were none.
The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Knowles
Yes



Commissioner Dennison
Yes



Commissioner Polk

Yes



Commissioner Hurley

Yes
Mayor Christian

Yes
Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.
ADOPTED RESOLUTION 9372 TO EXECUTE TASK ORDER 2 WITH JONES EDMUNDS & ASSOCIATES, INC. FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES RELATED TO THE OAK DRIVE WATER MAIN UPGRADE _____
Commissioner Hurley introduced the resolution to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the resolution by title only, as follows:

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE TASK ORDER 2 WITH JONES EDMUNDS & ASSOCIATES, INC. FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES RELATED TO THE OAK DRIVE WATER MAIN UPGRADE PROJECT FOR A COST NOT TO EXCEED $43,660.00; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Commissioner Dennison moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.   

Mayor Christian requested comments from the Commission and the audience. There were none.
The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Dennison
Yes



Commissioner Polk

Yes



Commissioner Hurley

Yes



Commissioner Knowles
Yes
Mayor Christian

Yes
Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution. 
INFORMATIONAL REPORTS:

Miscellaneous Accounts Receivable Customers with City Attorney

Expected Write-offs as of January 2014

Report of Receipts and Disbursements by Fund January 2014

City Manager Contingency Fund
CITY ATTORNEY ITEMS: None
CITY MANAGER ITEMS: None
PUBLIC COMMENTS:
Don Lukich stated at the last meeting fire protection fees were discussed.  He said this is another way of the City trying to a pull a scam over its tax payers.  He stated for tax purposes you can deduct taxes, but cannot deduct fees.  He asked why if the City is running a shortfall, this was not taken care of during the budget planning process.  CM Minner stated it seems the speaker feels this fee is already in place; this fee is not in place, it will need Commission approval and this is just in preliminary talk.  He stated he feels both FD Spinelli and himself have been very clear that while it is a fire assessment the Commission is asked to look at, this is a form of tax called an assessment.  He also stated if approved, it would be placed on the taxes as a form of assessment and it is that total tax bill which can be used as a tax deduction.  Finance Director (FD) Bill Spinelli stated the City is not recommending this be placed on the utility bill, which is not tax deductible.  Mr. Lukich stated the possibility has also been brought up of merging the City Fire Department with the County, which he feels is a bad idea.  Leesburg has good service and it would go down if the City had to also cover the County.  Yes, this is done now on an emergency basis, but if had to be done on a permanent basis, the service to the City would be drastically reduced.  Commissioner Hurley stated it was his bright idea to bring this up and it is a form of tax, but if looking at the numbers it is kind of staggering.  The City has 11,000 parcels and less than 3,000 of these are under the cap that do not pay ad valorem taxes, but receive the services.  Commissioner Hurley stated this is a way to help make sure everyone, whether their home falls under the $50,000 homestead or whatever, that they are still contributing to the biggest drain on the City budget which is public safety. 

Ellen Didion, Executive Director, with Community Foundation of Leesburg, stated their Foundation is committed to building a vibrant, compassionate, and engaged community.  They seek to improve the quality of live in a defined geographic area; are governed by a board of citizens who reflect the communities they serve; provide services tailored to the interests and giving capacity of donors.  Ms. Didion said they operate in over 2,000 locations around the world, 700 locations in the United States and 26 of these are located in Florida.  Handouts were given to the Commission.
Barbara Cook stated she has been in the community about three years, and is here to represent the Leesburg What’s Happening Group. She stated there has been a concern about the lack of communication regarding the Leesburg Partnership. After many emails and discussions, Form 990 return for 2011 was finally made available last Friday, March 21st, on the Partnership’s Facebook page.  The group feels as a nonprofit organization, these forms are to be available to the public to anyone who makes the request.  The Leesburg What’s Happening Group requests a town hall meeting to address these issues with the Leesburg partnership.  
Steve Knowles, board member of Leesburg Partnership and past president, stated the Leesburg Partnership is a 501c9 organization.  He stated the board is made up of approximately twenty-five volunteers from all walks of life in Leesburg and staff consists of approximately five paid employees.  Their mission today is not to be critical of those who question the Partnership.  He stated the late CPA Greg Padgett shared much of his time with the Partnership giving insight, and direction confirming the partnership is much focused in its fiscal responsibilities and this is why the Partnership Presidential Award was awarded to him. He stated some 40 nonprofit organizations located in Leesburg received $170,000 in funding from Bikefest.  He stated a tremendous amount of time is spent by the Partnership staff, CPA staff, and board members reviewing and discussing the financial reports and events.  Financial accountability is absolutely one of the highest priorities of this organization.  The public is not aware of the amount of work involved in preparing for events and the Partnership is in the process of updating their website to provide additional information to the people in the community. 
ROLL CALL:
Commissioner Hurley stated he understands the questions regarding the Partnership, and he has no issue with sitting down and speaking with anyone about the Partnership because he believes one hundred percent in what they are doing for this community.  He volunteers for different functions and events; he sits on the board for the Boys and Girls Club of Lake and Sumter County and they have benefitted greatly from the Partnership.  He stated personally he has not heard the Facebook issues. The Partnership does great things for the City of Leesburg and many have profited because of their work.  He stated the biggest event the Partnership does is Bikefest and the second one is probably Mardi Gras and these are great for what they bring to the community.  Commissioner Hurley stated he is one Commissioner who does not like to have his integrity challenged.  
Jim Garrett, citizen of Leesburg for eleven years, stated he respects the Partnership for what they do.  His main concern is, not sure the context in which it was written, but several people took the comments on Facebook as degrading.  He stated when they asked when and where the meetings were, they were told sorry the meetings are closed to public.  Mr. Garrett stated he sent emails requesting to join the Partnership and has never received a response. When enough people start asking questions, if there is nothing to hide, why respond with this is only what legally we are required to do.  He stated with an open a line of communication, maybe there would not be an issues.  
Mayor Christian thanked Mr. Garrett for his comments, however, hard to pick him up on the microphone.  He stated he has spoken to Joe Shipes and contacted the City Finance Director to get a copy of the form 990, as he read the comments on Facebook.  Mayor Christian stated he spoke with the City Manager to see if Mr. Shipes could attend a Commission meeting to explain Bikefest, and what the partnership does.  He stated it may be more appropriate to have a community meeting as several questions have been raised.  He stated Commissioner Knowles is the Commission’s representative and the City Manager is on the board. He suggested a town hall meeting to ask questions, and hear directly from the Partnership.
Greg Thorpe, President of Partnership, stated he is available to speak with anyone as well as any board member.  He stated the office is open Monday through Friday, if anyone would like to submit a list of questions there, he will do his best to get back with them personally.  
Bill Fussell asked if a meeting could be set up after Bikefest.
Mr. Thorpe replied yes, and they are always happy to attend a Commission Meeting or another meeting to clear up any discrepancies.  

Commissioner Polk stated the Partnership has nothing to do with Leesburg; it is a nonprofit organization and it should set up a meeting.  
Commissioner Knowles stated on a cheerful note he had a close relative get married  Saturday and the groom looked absolutely marvelous; his tuxedo came from Truman’s.  Talking about Venetian Gardens earlier, Greg Beliveau knows Leesburg extremely well and one word used in describing how we want to build Venetian Gardens is to find people who want to ‘partner’.  Leesburg Partnerships have been in existence for about fifteen years.  There have been three different variations of how to rebuild Leesburg over the last fifty years, the last one worked; the Partnership was involved.  He stated he is somewhat troubled. Greg Padgett died in January and now questioning the accounting in March; Greg is one of the most honorable people he knows.  Many nonprofits are enriched by selling parking lot spaces, and you may not like motorcycles, or beer, or people driving in on the weekends, but the Partnership is involved in doing the party things that the City of Leesburg does not do.  Leesburg has something every other City in Lake County would die for; the events here transformed to their locations.  
Commissioner Dennison stated she would like to see a town hall meeting as there has been many questions over the past year as far as the money the City gives to have these events set up; police,  fire department, the businesses in town shutting down because there is no way to run the business.   She would like to have a town hall meeting to totally clear the air and if everyone gets to where they understand what is happening, and then perhaps all can start working together better.  Talking about Venetian Gardens, Commissioner Dennison reminded everyone, especially the Commissioners, there is still State and County money available for development.  She stated regarding volleyball, she understands this is going to Tavares, but as of today they need more courts; this is still an open issue for Leesburg.  There is money available for developing other things as well and maybe after a discussion there may be money to help with the pool, which came up this week.  Commissioner Dennison stated the City has to find out where these grants are, where the money is, and be able to use it to improve Leesburg.
Commissioner Polk stated it is good to have a room full of the public this evening showing an interest in Leesburg. He stated the Partnership does great things and the Leesburg What’s Happening Group probably does great things also we do not know about. It is time Leesburg comes together and form a great and beautiful City.  He stated the Food Bank also does wonderful things for Leesburg.  He is glad people are coming to the meetings.  Usually there are five people and now we have people showing up that care and show interest in Leesburg. City Manager Al Minner is looking to make things happen, Alex is coming from Beacon College, Mrs. VanDyken coming for Kids Korner, which needs to get moving, Pat Lee comes to talk about things that are great for Leesburg.  Several great things are happening in Leesburg and if we can just bring them all together, it will be great.  Sandi Moore, with the Chamber of Commerce, is helping to bring jobs back to Leesburg. Finally, we have the contract with Wipaire at the airport, bringing in new jobs.  Leesburg is really coming up and now it is the time to grow and do great things.  
Mayor Christian stated Commissioner Polk did a good job and stole his thunder.  He commended everyone for coming to the meeting.  Please remember the visioning sessions for Venetian Gardens and come to voice your concerns as this will set priorities on what will happen at Venetian Gardens.   He stated there has been a silent majority in Leesburg for so long and his comment to Mr. Beliveau was “Let us put together something that can be built and find the grant funding to make it happen.”  The City needs the public’s help and support working together to get this accomplished.  Mayor Christian asked Ms. Cook to send a letter to the Commission as he would like to see the Partnership, Chamber of Commerce and the City all in the same room; communication is needed and everyone will be amazed at the great things Leesburg has in store. Mayor Christian requested the public put pressure on the Commission so it can put pressure on the City Manager to find the funds needed to make everything happen.  He stated he loves to see new jobs, activities, and the excitement rising up in the people of Leesburg.  Mayor Christian urged everyone to not stay home, but come to let the Commission know how you feel as your thoughts are valuable.  
ADJOURN:

Commissioner Knowles moved to adjourn the meeting and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 7:04 p.m.
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