MINUTES OF THE CITY COMMISSION MEETING HELD TUESDAY,          NOVEMBER 12, 2013

MINUTES OF THE CITY COMMISSION MEETING

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2013
The City of Leesburg Commission held a regular meeting Tuesday, November 12, 2013, in the Commission Chambers at City Hall. Mayor Knowles called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. with the following members present:

Commissioner Elise Dennison

Commissioner Jay Hurley

Commissioner John Christian

Mayor David Knowles

Commissioner Bill Polk was absent.  Also present were Interim City Manager (ICM) Ray Sharp, City Clerk (CC) Betty Richardson, City Attorney (CA) Fred Morrison, Deputy City Clerk (DCC) Andi Purvis, the news media, and others.

Community Development Director Bill Wiley gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.
PROCLAMATIONS:  None

PRESENTATIONS:  
HEARD PRESENTATION ON BACKYARD CHICKENS BY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR, BILL WILEY_______________________________

CDD Wiley stated he and CA Morrison collaborated on this project and gave an overview of the ordinance for discussion.  He stated the Code of Ordinances Section 6.41 and Section 25-292(4) need to be revised to clarify the conflicting language.  He stated the issues to be considered are the zoning, districts and setbacks; permitting, inspections; and code enforcement, complaint driven and sanitation and disposal of manure.  CDD Wiley stated the three options are: 1) leave the existing regulations of allowing backyard chickens in the RE-1 Residential Estate Zoning District one) acre lots only; 2) direct staff to complete draft ordinance regarding backyard “urban” chickens; or 3) send to Planning Commission for public hearing and recommendation to City Commission.  

Commissioner Christian asked if this came about because of a code enforcement issue.  CDD Wiley stated his understanding is it was a code enforcement issue where the current regulations were not clear enough.  He stated the property involved with a 50 foot setback would be able to meet that part of the code as it is a 140 by 150 foot lot.
Commissioner Dennison stated when these where first being discussed she thinks the chickens in the backyard were because of the war and a way to provide food.  She stated unless this is a project or someone wants a pet for FFA, she does not understand why this is on the agenda except for cleaning up the language. CDD Wiley stated this issue has several communities taking a look at it.  

Commissioner Hurley stated a father and daughter came before the Commission about a month or so ago and asked what the issue was.  CA Morrison stated they were cited with the code violation and came here to address the fact they thought the code should to be changed to allow chickens.  Commissioner Hurley asked if she was trying to raise them for school.
ICM Sharp stated they had been keeping backyard chickens and the issue came up because a neighbor complaint which led to code enforcement.  During the code enforcement process, it became clear as CDD Wiley said earlier, the City codes are in conflict with each other.  

Mayor Knowles asked if the conflict is the number of chickens. CA Morrison stated the older ordinance says fifty chickens and the newer 2004 land development code limits it to certain areas which does not include where this family resides.
Mayor Knowles stated government interference should be left to a minimum and if it read ten chickens, no roosters, no slaughtering, had setbacks and nice hen houses; this might be a fun thing to have.  
Commissioner Christian stated the problem is there are not nice hen houses.  He stated for him it would not be a major problem since there are no hens next to his property, but he would hate to live next to someone with roosters and have to call code enforcement, which could take a month to get resolved.  He stated he does not want this to be a nuisance to any neighborhood.  Commissioner Christian recommended this go to the Planning Commission for public comments and a recommendation from staff.
CONSENT AGENDA:

Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the Consent Agenda and Commissioner Hurley        seconded the motion.

The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Hurley 
Yes



Commissioner Christian
Yes
Commissioner Dennison
Yes



Mayor Knowles

Yes
Four yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the Consent Agenda, as follows:

CITY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES:

Regular meeting held September 9, 2013
PURCHASING ITEMS:

Purchase request from Public Works Fleet Services for the purchase of eight Dodge Charger Police Pursuit vehicles using the Florida Sheriff's Association vehicle bid/contract for a total amount of $169,264.00.

RESOLUTION 9306

Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute Task Order No. 5 with Telvent USA, LLC for computer services for the Smartgrid Integration Framework for an amount not to exceed $64,000.00; and providing an effective date.

RESOLUTION 9307

Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute a Task Order No. 3 with Booth and Associates for engineering services in support of the Center Substation transformer change out under an existing Master Agreement for an amount not to exceed $55,450; and providing an effective date.

RESOLUTION 9308

Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute a Consent to Assignment of Lease among the City of Leesburg, Q Free International, AS and 9020AB, LLC; and providing an effective date.

RESOLUTION 9309

Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute a First Amendment to a Professional Services Agreement with Hanson Professional Services, Inc, extending the agreement for an additional year; and providing an effective date.  

RESOLUTION 9310

Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, authorizing execution of Task Order No. 10 with Hanson Professional Services for engineering services related to the taxiway "A" realignment project for $279,966.00; and providing an effective date.       

OTHER ITEMS:  None

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 13-40 ADOPTING NEW MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR AERONAUTICAL ACTIVITIES AT LEESBURG INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT ______________________________________________________________
City Clerk Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, REPEALING EXISTING ARTICLE II OF CHAPTER 4 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, PERTAINING TO STANDARDS FOR OPERATORS AND TENANTS AT LEESBURG INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT; ENACTING NEW STANDARDS GOVERNING THE SAME SUBJECT; PROVIDING DEFINITIONS; SPECIFYING MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR LEASES, TENANTS ENGAGING IN AERONAUTICAL ACTIVITIES, AIRCRAFT SALES AND RENTALS, FLIGHT TRAINING, COMMERCIAL FLIGHT SERVICES, FIXED BASE OPERATORS, AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR SERVICES, CHARTER SERVICES, FUEL STORAGE AND DISPENSING FACILITIES, CITY OWNED HANGARS, AND MANAGEMENT OF AIRPORT ACTIVITIES; SPECIFYING A MEANS OF WAIVING STANDARDS WHERE APPROPRIATE UNDER THIS ORDINANCE; REPEALING ALL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Dennison seconded the motion.   

Mayor Knowles requested comments from the Commission and audience.  There were none.
The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Christian
Yes



Commissioner Dennison
Yes
Commissioner Hurley

Yes



Mayor Knowles

Yes
Four yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.
FIRST READING OF AN ORDINANCE REZONING APPROXIMATELY 25.3 ACRES EAST OF PICCIOLA ROAD AND SOUTH OF PARK HOLLAND ROAD

Commissioner Christian introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE ZONING OF APPROXIMATELY 25.3 ACRES FROM CITY PUD (PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT) AND R-3 (HIGH DENSITY RESIDENTIAL) TO CITY PUD (PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT) TO ALLOW FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF 42 SINGLE FAMILY ATTACHED AND 20 SINGLE FAMILY DETACHED RESIDENTIAL UNITS FOR A PROPERTY LOCATED EAST OF PICCIOLA ROAD AND SOUTH OF PARK HOLLAND ROAD AS LEGALLY DESCRIBED IN SECTION 14, AND 15, TOWNSHIP 19, RANGE 24, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA, SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS CONTAINED IN EXHIBIT A; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. (Holland Park Villas)

Mayor
Knowles requested comments from the Commission and the audience. 

Commissioner Dennison stated there is a large amount of wet lands on this property and asked if all these homes will fit.  CDD Wiley stated the wetlands are in a conservation area and will not be impacted by the homes.
ICM Sharp stated the second reading will be held in December, due to the advertisement requirements.
FIRST READING OF AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING OPERATION OF GOLF CARTS, UTILITY VEHICLES AND LOW-SPEED VEHICLES ON CERTAIN CITY OWNED AND MAINTAINED STREETS ___________________
Commissioner Dennison introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, AUTHORIZING OPERATION OF GOLF CARTS, UTILITY VEHICLES AND LOW SPEED VEHICLES ON CERTAIN CITY OWNED AND MAINTAINED STREETS, PRESCRIBING STANDARDS FOR EQUIPMENT REQUIRED ON GOLF CARTS, UTILITY VEHICLES AND LOW SPEED VEHICLES OPERATED ON CITY STREETS, REQUIRING THE POSTING OF SIGNS PERTAINING TO WHERE GOLF CARTS, UTILITY VEHICLES AND LOW SPEED VEHICLES MAY BE OPERATED, PROVIDING FOR ENFORCEMENT, REPEALING CONFLICTING ORDINANCES, PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE, AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

Mayor Knowles requested comments from the Commission and the audience. 
Commissioner Dennison stated if this is going to cost $17,000 to implement, she would like to hear Chief Chrisman’s opinion on how this may impact the safety of downtown.
Commissioner Christian stated he noticed a cart path calls for additional proposed concrete above the $17,000 and asked if staff has a projected cost on this as well.
ICM Sharp stated the cost is approximately $26,000 for a three foot wide concrete path.  This outcome came from some of the discussions the Commission had during its workshop to look for alternate means of accessing Dozier Circle.

Chief Chrisman stated obviously his position is there will be a risk and safety concerns to operators of the golf carts versus vehicular traffic; it is a mix he does not like.

Commissioner Dennison thanked the Chief for his honesty and stated she thinks this is something that really needs to be considered going forward.

Commissioner Hurley stated this comes down to a quality of life issue for some residents in Leesburg who want the convenience of golf carts to participate in events.  He wants to make sure the Commission is consistent and fair in doing this.  He stated he feels if this Ordinance is put in place and the Police Department struggles with enforcement, then the Commission will want to revisit it.  Commissioner Hurley stated he is willing to look at this and go forward, realizing there is going to be an investment working towards making Leesburg a better place for its residents and relying on people to use common sense, be obedient to the law of the ordinance, and the state statutes.  He stated then exactly all those same things will apply when he comes to ask the Commission to readdress the no wake zone, because it also is a quality of life aspect. 
Mayor Knowles stated the good news is this will be for the entire City of Leesburg.  According to FDOT there will be points where golf carts cannot cross roadways with certain speed limits, so there will be restrictions.  He stated the Ordinance should be amended to licensed drivers and not learning permits.  Mayor Knowles stated Leesburg has one of the largest golf cart communities about fifteen miles from here with 20,000 golf carts running up and down its streets every day and it has proven to be very safe.  Also, virtually every gated community in Leesburg has golf carts permitted so he thinks Leesburg can figure out how to make this work throughout the City of Leesburg.
Commissioner Christian stated he noticed a change added for carts with headlights and turn signals to operate between 5:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m.; stating he thinks this will create another hazard.  He asked who is going to monitor these times and why someone would have a golf cart out that late.
Mayor Knowles stated some people will want to go to the ball field and watch the ball games and then go back home in their golf cart. 

Don Lukich stated the Commission is missing the point; Leesburg was not designed for golf carts as some roads are very narrow and this will create problems.  He stated he disagrees with the Mayor, as the Villages were designed for golf carts, but Leesburg was not.  He agrees with Chief Chrisman and thinks this is a stupid move and should be denied.
Carolyn VanDyken stated she owns a family golf cart and can go anywhere right now in Leesburg as long as they do not exceed the 35 mph speed limit.  She stated she has gone down town and gone to the ball field with it because it is a street legal golf cart.  She has it insured, it has a tag and she is a licensed driver.  She stated if people want to drive their golf carts around here, they should go to a manufacturer who actually pays taxes in the City of Leesburg, is a local business and purchase a golf cart from them.   

Mayor Knowles asked Mrs. VanDyken if she has a Gem car and if it has a VIN number.

Mrs. VanDyken stated it is a Columbia Park Car and is sure it has a VIN number as it has Florida State license tag.  
Interim Public Works Director (IPWD) DC Maudlin stated from the definition of what Mrs. VanDyken is talking about is a low speed vehicle; licensed, registered, titled, has seat belts, turn signals, and insurance.
Mayor Knowles asked if it is insured as a golf cart or as an automobile.  IPWD Maudlin stated it is insured as a low speed vehicle.
Mayor Knowles stated it is not legal to drive in the City of Leesburg right now. 

Chief Chrisman stated there is statute patrolling certain low speed vehicles and they have the ability to go on certain roadways which are posted, he believes, 35 mph or less. 

Mayor Knowles stated he thought they could not cross US 441 and asked why then is the city trying to get permission through FDOT. 

Chief Chrisman stated he is not familiar with that, he thought they could.  He stated golf carts are not registered vehicles, not tagged and do not have the same safety equipment attached to them as these low speed vehicles do.  He stated he does know low speed vehicles are not allowed to travel along state roadways.
Mrs. VanDyken stated she knows there are people in Palmora Park who want to drive their golf carts to down town; that is the main issue.  She has been saying all over the neighborhood, just go get a Columbia Park Car and case closed.
Mayor Knowles stated to the best of his knowledge, Gem cars are the only vehicles that have VIN numbers, vehicle identification numbers not serial numbers, which means they can drive on all roads.

ADOPTED RESOLUTION 9311 AUTHORIZING ISSUANCE OF $13,117,000 PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF ITS CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, HOSPITAL REVENUE REFUNDING BOND (LMRC PROJECT)_________________________
Commissioner Dennison introduced the resolution to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the resolution by title only, as follows:

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA (THE “CITY”), AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $13,117,000 principal amount of its CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, HOSPITAL REVENUE REFUNDING BOND (leesburg regional medical center PROJECT), SERIES 2013 FOR THE PURPOSE OF FINANCING THE CURRENT REFUNDING OF THE OUTSTANDING CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA HOSPITAL REVENUE REFUNDING BONDS (LEESBURG REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER PROJECT), SERIES 2003; PROVIDING THAT SUCH BONDS SHALL NOT CONSTITUTE A GENERAL OBLIGATION OF THE CITY OR THE STATE OF FLORIDA OR ANY POLITICAL SUBDIVISION THEREOF BUT SHALL BE PAYABLE SOLELY FROM REVENUES HEREIN PROVIDED; authorizing and approving the execution and delivery of a FINANCING AGREEMENT among THE CITY, pnc bank, national association AND LEESBURG REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER, INC. AND The Villages Tri-County Medical Center, Inc. (THE “OBLIGATED GROUP”) AND AN ESCROW DEPOSIT agreement AMONG THE CITY, THE OBLIGATED GROUP AND THE ESCROW AGENT; APPOINTING THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON TRUST COMPANY, N.A. AS ESCROW AGENT; AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OR MAYOR PRO TEM TO AWARD THE SALE OF SAID 2013 BOND TO pnc bank, national association IN A NEGOTIATED PRIVATE PLACEMENT; PROVIDING CERTAIN FINDINGS WITH RESPECT TO THE FOREGOING; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE FOR THIS RESOLUTION; AND PROVIDING CERTAIN OTHER DETAILS WITH RESPECT THERETO.
Hospital Spokesperson stated after calculating all the final numbers there was a $3,000 difference in the principal amount; it should be $13,120,000 and the corrected resolution was submitted to the City. 
Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Dennison seconded the motion.   

Mayor Knowles requested comments from the Commission and the audience.

Commissioner Christian moved to amend the $13,117,000 to $13,120,000. 
The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Hurley

Yes



Commissioner Christian
Yes



Commissioner Dennison
Yes
Mayor Knowles

Yes
Four yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the amendment.
Commissioner Dennison explained to the audience this is not debt Leesburg is taking on; this is merely a refinancing of the bond for the Villages and Leesburg Regional Medical Center.  
The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Christian
Yes



Commissioner Dennison
Yes



Commissioner Hurley

Yes
Mayor Knowles

Yes
Four yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the amended resolution.
ADOPTED RESOLUTION 9312 AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A CITY MANAGER'S EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT WITH ALFRED "AL" A. MINNER   ______________________________________________________________
Commissioner Christian introduced the resolution to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the resolution by title only, as follows:

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A CITY MANAGER'S EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT WITH ALFRED "AL" A. MINNER; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Dennison seconded the motion.   

Mayor Knowles requested comments from the Commission and the audience.  There were none.
The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Dennison
Yes



Commissioner Hurley

Yes



Commissioner Christian
Yes
Mayor Knowles

Yes
Four yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution. 
DISCUSSION ITEM - STATUS OF BRAINERD LEASES_____________________
ICM Sharp stated he has gone forward trying to refine the final legal description and lease payments for the consolidation for the three existing leases, and has come to a point of discrepancy.  The various amendments which have been made are a mess and it is very difficult to track them all the way back down.  ICM Sharp stated he thinks to proceed with consolidating all three leases we need to move forward with a formal survey and stake the area of interest.  He requested time to meet with Mr. Brainerd and his staff to finally resolve what the area of lease actually is for those three; stating there are discrepancies in whether or not the tie down spaces have been included or not included in the descriptions and some of the language in the amendments has been ambiguous.  ICM Sharp stated there is perhaps another alternative, which is simply to take the expired lease and roll forward with that as a ten year renewal at market value which at least has potential to achieve the end and bring all three leases under close agreement with each other.  He stated if the leases are consolidated into a single lease, it is important to clearly define what the lease area is, what it entails and what is being paid for it so our new City Manager, some years down the road, does not have to try and figure this out.  He stated he has spent a fair amount of time on this and still does not know what the answer is.  ICM Sharp stated he and Mr. Brainerd will move forward in the next few days to figure out what the right answer is and it is his intention to bring back something all parties agree to that can be adopted to move forward and resolve this issue.
Mr. Brainerd was present but had no comments.
INFORMATIONAL REPORTS:  None
CITY ATTORNEY ITEMS: None
CITY MANAGER ITEMS:
ICM Sharp stated Thank you very much!
PUBLIC COMMENTS:
Carolyn VanDyken brought up issues with the GE contract and asked why the city continues to spend money on what appears to be GE’s responsibilities.  She asked the Commission to please consider this for a future meeting and stated GE is going to bankrupt the city.
Bennett Walling asked if the Electric Company can look at the transformer station at the corner of Center Street and US 27 about the possibility of painting and move the fence back off the road so landscaping can be added. 
ROLL CALL:
Commissioner Hurley congratulated the First Academy football team for their football championship.   
Commissioner Hurley made a motion to un-table the No Wake Zone and put it back on the agenda for discussion and vote and Commissioner Dennison seconded the motion. 
Mayor Knowles asked what will be done with the motion if it is un-tabled.  CA Morrison stated he would have to check, it may need to go back for a first reading, he is not absolutely certain where it left off other than it was tabled.  He stated it will either come back for first or second reading and if right for the second reading, it will need to be advertised ahead of time so not sure what agenda to add it on; probably the second meeting in December.  Mayor Knowles stated all items brought up tonight have to have a two week advertisement.  CA Morrison stated that is correct and it is not possible to meet the advertising requirements by the next meeting.  Commissioner Hurley stated his motion is not for the next meeting, just to put this back on the table for discussion.
Bennett Walling stated he is concerned any future involvement done on the beach as far as a business enterprise may be a problem with having high speed boats going through a very tight area.  He suggested this wait until the master plan is done as he does not think now is the time to bring this back before the Commission. 
Commissioner Christian stated the Commission has not had anyone come with any professional in depth research to say if this will work or not work.  He stated he has made the comment about hiring professionals to facilitate these discussions to have some non-bias futuristic type of ideas for the master plan, but nothing has been done.  He stated he can understand Commissioner Hurley’s frustration because we talk about the master plan, then put it on hold, and now talk about golf carts and spending $40,000 which has not been budgeted.  

Commissioner Hurley thanked Commissioner Christian for his comments.  He stated if everyone recalls, our staff actually recommended we lift the no wake zone; they went out and did the studies.  He stated in his opinion, he does not think there is anyone who can come in and say this will fix or kill it.  If this is implemented and it works then it works, but if it creates problems then the Commission can adjust the Ordinance to make sure it is not a problem.  

Mayor Knowles stated right now you can drive to the eastern part of Venetian Gardens at up to 60 or 70 mph without any problem.  There are two or three hundred yards of beach where you can park the boat and go skiing.  He stated a prudent boater when leaving the boat ramp, boat club or boat docks, will idle a little while to make sure his motor is warmed up and running well, and a prudent boater when returning will idle in to let his motor cool down, so both of those situations would make it more advantageous to have a wake zone.   To have a location where people will want to come, the City could put in the utilities and make it very convenient for someone to build a small restaurant and if it happens, they are going to need a dock with a no wake zone so their boats do not get torn up while being docked.   Mayor Knowles stated the first time a jet ski jumps a wake, it is going to be chaos in the boat basin so removing the no wake zone, he thinks, is extremely dangerous, imprudent, and will discourage entrepreneurs from coming to the area.
Commissioner Christian asked if staff looked at what the Mayor said regarding boats idling creating a hazard situation.  
ICM Sharp stated staff looked at what the extent of the no wake zone should be.  They took the Fire Department boat out on the lake intentionally to try to create wakes to see the conditions and only the end slip was adversely affected by a wake.  There were sketches prepared that indicate where the reasonable extent of the wake zone should be which did not open up the whole basin for a variety of reasons.  This will still protect the boat ramp and the Marina as much as possible.  
Mayor Knowles stated he watched them and what ICM Sharp said is absolutely true; a single boat driven at high speed by Firemen very carefully did not create a problem.  He asked what is going to happen when one or more boats are out and throw in a couple of jet skis on top, it is going to be chaos.  
Commissioner Hurley stated all he is asking for is that this Commission be fair and consistent with both the golf carts and the no wake zone.  
The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Christian
Yes



Commissioner Dennison 
Yes



Commissioner Hurley 
Yes
Mayor Knowles

Yes
Four yeas, no nays, the Commission approved the motion.
Commissioner Hurley introduced and welcomed Mr. Al Minner, stating he has a large set of shoes to fill.  He stated ICM Sharp has done an outstanding job and thanked him, especially, for him taking the time to help him learning the ropes as a new Commissioner.  
Commissioner Christian commended Mr. Minner for being present this evening.  He thanked ICM Sharp for taking the position and for his efforts in keeping the City moving when it needed someone at the helm who is steady and could handle the flow.  Commissioner Christian also stated Mrs. VanDyken brought up a good point; it is time for another review of smart grid on the GE contract and their responsibilities.   He stated he is glad to hear healthy discussions on golf carts and the no wake zone.  He suggested staff, maybe with help from the boat club, could make a video with four or five boats coming into the basin at 45 mph and see what happens. 

Commissioner Dennison welcomed Mr. Minner and stated he has a spark about him that is going to keep Leesburg moving forward to where it will be the show place of Central Florida.  She thanked ICM Sharp for the work he has done.   She stated she thinks the Commission made a good decision and thinks all staff will enjoy working with Mr. Minner.   She stated as to the Brainerd lease, she fully understands things in the past were not done quite the way they should have.  ICM Sharp has taken the time to put in aeronautical standards down at the airport and with the Airport Manager’s help, hopefully, this will never happen again.  Commissioner Dennison stated she is very appreciative to ICM Sharp for doing this and is sure Mr. Brainerd will come to a resolution fast. Commissioner Dennison stated she  attended the new Rotary’s USO show and  complimented the dance school as they did a phenomenal job.  She stated the young people made her very confident our children in Leesburg are headed in the right direction.  
Mayor Knowles stated he does insure golf carts and is hoping this proceeds normally and the City will have good safe boat traffic in Venetian Gardens and good safe golf cart traffic throughout the City of Leesburg.  He stated he would also like to see a trolley cart to carry people around; a small one with possibly six seats to take them from the parking lot to the downtown area and different places in Leesburg.
Al Minner introduced himself as Leesburg’s new City Manager, and stated his start date will be Monday December 16th.  He stated based upon today’s action, he will give notice to the Sebastian City Council, which requires 30 days, so probably his last day there will be Friday, December 13th. He stated he is looking forward to working at Leesburg and thanked everyone for being such great hosts throughout the interview process.  He stated Ray has been extremely impressive with prepping him and they have had a couple of conversations, including Ray visiting Sebastian Saturday, and they got up to speed on a couple of different issues.  Mr. Minner stated he imagines these conversations will be ongoing for the next thirty days and again thanked the Commission for their vote of confidence.  He stated all Commissioners have his telephone number and said please do not hesitate to call.  
ADJOURN:

Commissioner Christian moved to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting adjourned at 6:51 p.m.
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Mayor 

ATTEST:
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Recorder

