MINUTES OF THE MARCH 24, 2008 CITY COMMISSION MEETING




MINUTES OF THE CITY COMMISSION MEETING
MARCH 24, 2008
The City of Leesburg Commission held a regular meeting Monday, March 24, 2008, in the Commission Chambers at City Hall.    Mayor Christian called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. with the following members present:

Commissioner Sanna Henderson
Commissioner David Knowles 
Commissioner Lewis Puckett

Commissioner Bill Polk

Mayor John Christian 
Also present were City Manager (CM) Jay Evans, City Clerk (CC) Betty Richardson, City Attorney (CA) Fred Morrison, Deputy City Clerk (DCC) Diane Gibson Smith, the news media, and others.

Commissioner Henderson gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

PRESENTATIONS:
Mayor Christian proclaimed April 13 – 19, 2008 as National Public Safety Telecommunications Week by reading a proclamation in its entirety.
PRESENTATIONS:  

Environmental Services and Public Works Director (ESPWD) Ray Sharp recognized Carl (Gary) Hunnewell for fifteen years of service (Water Distribution). 
CM Evans recognized Jacqueline Perry for ten years of service in Human Resources.
HEARD PRESENTATION ON NATURAL GAS DEPARTMENT PUBLIC AWARENESS PLAN BY GAS DIRECTOR JACK ROGERS






 
Gas Director (GD) Jack Rogers stated the federal government has mandated, through RP1162, education for the public, officials, emergency response teams, and all others with contact with natural gas.  Emergency response teams are to be updated yearly, other public officials every three years, and the public updated every six months.  The City of Leesburg currently has 11,000 residential customers and 500 commercial customers. A copy of the presentation is attached.
CONSENT AGENDA:

Pulled    3.C.7. (Hidden Harbors Plat)
Commissioner Polk moved to approve the consent agenda except item 3C.7, and Commissioner Puckett seconded the motion.  The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Henderson

Yea




Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Commissioner Puckett

Yea




Commissioner Polk


Yea




Mayor Christian


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission approved the consent agenda as follows:

CITY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES:

1. Meeting held March 10, 2008.

2. Workshop held March 11, 2008.

PURCHASING ITEMS:  None

RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION 8142
A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an agreement between the City of Leesburg and Lake Marine for the purpose of providing watercraft repair services for the Venetian Cove Marina and providing an effective date.

RESOLUTION 8143
A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute Work Order #10 with Hanson Professional Services, Inc. for construction administration related to the extension of Runway 13 and associated parallel Taxiway A; and providing an effective date.

RESOLUTION 8144
A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an agreement between the City of Leesburg and Hewitt Contracting, Inc. for construction services to extend runway 13 at the Leesburg International Airport; and providing an effective date.

RESOLUTION 8145
A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute a settlement agreement with Progress Energy Florida, Inc. for refund from an audit of CR3 administrative and general expenses from January 1, 2002 through December 31, 2005; and providing an effective date.

RESOLUTION 8146
A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an agreement between the City of Leesburg and Zoll Data Systems, Inc. for the purchase, installation, and maintenance of computer software for mobile computer terminals in the Fire Department; and providing an effective date.

RESOLUTION 8147
A resolution of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an amended agreement between the City of Leesburg and the Lake County School Board for the First Amended Interlocal Agreement for School Facilities Planning and Siting; and providing an effective date.

RESOLUTION 8148
A resolution of the City of Leesburg, Florida, accepting and approving a plat of Royal Oak Estates, Sixth Addition, a subdivision in an R-2 (Medium Density Residential) district with a Conditional Use Permit for a PUD (Planned Unit Development), within the City of Leesburg, Florida, generally located south of South Street (SR 44) and east of Casteen Road, lying in Section 28, Township 19 South, Range 24 East; and accepting and dedicating to the use of the public any easements or public places shown thereon as being dedicated to the public; and providing an effective date.

OTHER ITEMS: None
ADOPTED RESOLUTION 8149 ACCEPTING A PLAT FOR HIDDEN HARBORS TOWNHOMES IN A LOW DENSITY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT WITH A PDO DISTRICT











 
Commissioner Puckett introduced the resolution to be read, by title only.  CC Richardson read the resolution, by title only, as follows:
A resolution of the City of Leesburg, Florida, accepting and approving a plat of Hidden Harbor Townhomes, a subdivision in a R-1 (Low Density Residential) District with a PDO (Planned Development Overlay) district,  within the City of Leesburg, Florida, generally located east of U.S. 27 and west of Lake Harris, lying in Sections 2 and 11, Township 20 South, Range 24 East; and accepting and dedicating to the use of the public any easements or public places shown thereon as being dedicated to the public; and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Puckett moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.

Commissioner Henderson stated the map contained a large open space area between the townhomes and the lake.  Interim Community Development Director (ICDD) Bill Wiley stated the open area on the map is a conservation area (Tract F) and common open space (Tract E).  The developer owns all the area out to the lake.
Mayor Christian requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Commissioner Puckett

Yea




Commissioner Polk


Yea




Commissioner Henderson

Yea




Mayor Christian


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.
PUBLIC HEARINGS:

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 08-30 APPROVING THE FIRST QUARTER FISCAL YEAR 2007-08 BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS FOR THE GENERAL, ELECTRIC, GAS AND POLICE FORFEITURE FUNDS









CC Richardson read the ordinance, by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida amending the fiscal year 2007-08 budget for the General, Electric, Gas and Police Forfeiture Funds; and providing an effective date.
Commissioner Knowles moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Henderson seconded the motion.

Mayor Christian requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Puckett

Yea



Commissioner Polk


Yea




Commissioner Henderson

Yea




Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Mayor Christian


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.
INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 15-14 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, PERTAINING TO YOUTH PROTECTION AND PENALTIES


Commissioner Knowles introduced the ordinance to be read, by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, by title only, as follows:
An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, amending Chapter 15-14 of the Code of Ordinances, pertaining to Youth Protection and Penalties; repealing any conflicting ordinances; providing a savings clause; and providing an effective date. 
Mayor Christian questioned the terminology for Item 4 regarding business owners receiving a fine “not to exceed” $500 for subsequent violations.  He noted the “not to exceed” phrase leads one to believe the fine could be less than $500.  Police Chief (PC) Chrisman stated the changes to this ordinance came from a meeting with Terry Neal.  CA Morrison stated the wording for Item 4 was not changed from the previous ordinance.  CA Morrison will review the wording on Item 4 and report his findings by the next meeting.  Mayor Christian stated he would like Item 4 to include wording for a fine of $500 instead of a “not to exceed” $500 fine.
Mayor Christian requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING OF APPROXIMATELY 500 ACRES IN SECTIONS 14, 22, 23 AND 24-20-24 FROM CITY R-1 (LOW DENSITY RESIDENTIAL) WITH A CONDITIONAL USE TO PUD (PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT) ZONING, SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS CONTAINED IN EXHIBIT A (ARLINGTON RIDGE LLC)









Commissioner Puckett introduced the ordinance to be read, by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, by title only, as follows:
An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, rezoning approximately 500 acres generally located west of U.S. 27, south of the intersection of U.S. 27 and C.R. 48, lying in Sections 14, 22, 23 and 24, Township 20 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida, from City R-1 (Low Density Residential) with a conditional use to City PUD (Planned Unit Development)., subject to conditions contained in Exhibit A; and providing an effective date. (Arlington Ridge, LLC)
Mayor Christian requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE ANNEXING APPROXIMATELY 6.05 ACRES SOUTH OF C.R. 48, EAST OF U.S. 27 IN SECTION 13-20-24, (BEREAN BAPTIST CHURCH)












Commissioner Puckett introduced the ordinance to be read, by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, by title only, as follows:
An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, annexing certain real property consisting of approximately 6.05 acres and being generally located on the south side of County Road 48, east of the intersection of U.S. 27, lying in Section 13, Township 20 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida, which is contiguous to the city limits of the City of Leesburg, Florida, providing that said property so annexed shall be liable for its proportionate share of the existing and future indebtedness of said City; providing that such annexed property shall be subject to all laws and ordinances of said City as if all such territory had been a part of the City of Leesburg at the time of passage and approval of said laws and ordinances; providing that such annexed territory shall be placed in City Commission District 3; and providing an effective date (Berean Baptist Church). 
Commissioner Polk questioned how the Commission District was determined and if the districts had equal numbers of people.  CC Richardson stated the Commission District is determined strictly by location.  CA Morrison noted the current district lines were based on the 2000 census.  CC Richardson added redistricting was last done in 2002 based on the 2000 census.  The next census is scheduled for 2010; redistricting will follow.
Mayor Christian requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

 INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, CHANGING THE FUTURE LAND USE MAP DESIGNATION OF APPROXIMATELY 6.05  ACRES IN SECTION 13-20-24, FROM COUNTY URBAN EXPANSION TO CITY LOW DENSITY RESIDENTIAL(BEREAN BAPTIST CHURCH)




Commissioner Puckett introduced the ordinance to be read, by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, by title only, as follows:
An ordinance amending the comprehensive plan for the City of Leesburg, changing the future land use map designation of certain property containing approximately 6.05 acres and generally located east of U.S. Highway 27, on the south side of C.R. 48, lying in Section 13, Township 20 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida, from County Urban Expansion to City Low Density Residential; and providing an effective date.
Mayor Christian requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING OF APPROXIMATELY 6.05 ACRES IN SECTION 13-20-24 FROM COUNTY A (AGRICULTURE) TO PUD (PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT) ZONING, SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS CONTAINED IN EXHIBIT A. (BEREAN BAPTIST CHURCH)




Commissioner Knowles introduced the ordinance to be read, by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, by title only, as follows:
An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, rezoning approximately 6.05 acres generally located one mile east of the intersection of U.S.27 and C.R. 48, lying in Section 13, Township 20 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida, from County A (Agriculture) to City PUD (Planned Unit Development)., subject to conditions contained in Exhibit A; and providing an effective date. (Berean Baptist Church)
Mayor Christian requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

ADOPTED RESOLUTION 8150 APPOINTING FOUR REGULAR MEMBERS TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION









Commissioner Knowles moved to appoint Marc Micham, Agnes Berry, Clell Coleman and Wylie Hamilton as regular members of the Planning Commission.  Commissioner Puckett seconded the motion.  The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Henderson

Yea




Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Commissioner Puckett

Yea




Commissioner Polk


Yea




Mayor Christian


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission approved appointing Marc Micham, Agnes Berry, Clell Coleman and Wyle Hamilton as regular members to the Planning Commission.

Commissioner Henderson introduced the resolution to be read including the names of Marc Micham, Agnes Berry, Clell Coleman, and Wylie Hamilton.  CC Richardson read the resolution, by title only, as follows:

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, appointing Marc Micham, Agnes Berry, Clell Coleman, and Wylie Hamilton as regular members to the Planning Commission, with said terms to expire September 30, 2010, and providing an effective date.
Commissioner Henderson moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.

The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Polk


Yea




Commissioner Henderson

Yea

Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Commissioner Puckett

Yea

Mayor Christian


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.

INFORMATIONAL REPORTS:

1. Monthly Report for February 2008

CITY ATTORNEY ITEMS:  None
CITY MANAGER ITEMS:

A. CM Evans stated staff met again with the Affordable Housing Committee to discuss Kristen Court.  A modified plan was presented and the Lake County Affordable Housing Committee decided to move forward to support the project.  The modified plan includes a three phase approach with the first phase being 15 units estimated at $28,500 per unit or $427,000.   The second phase will be the six buildings in the middle (18 units) and the remainder will be renovated during the third phase.  Staff also requested assistance with the infrastructure cost (drainage, paving, landscaping, etc.), but did not receive those funds. The infrastructure could be phased, but that is not the preferred method.   Chairman Cadwell of the Affordable Housing Committee indicated he is willing to discuss ways to fund the infrastructure with City staff.  City staff is looking at a Community Development Building Grant (CDBG) for Leesburg alone or possibly join in the County’s CDBG program.   
Commissioner Polk questioned the time between the phases.  CM Evans stated Lake County would like to see a phase completed before funds for the next phase are requested.  CM Evans stated the time is unknown, but he hopes the time between phases is not long.

Mayor Christian questioned if the outside of all the units could be fixed up without touching the inside.  CM Evans noted complete units will be needed for sale. 
Mayor Christian questioned how long the City will be out of the CDBG if an application is not submitted this year. Economics and Housing Direct (EHD) Ken Thomas stated the City will be in the County’s CDBG program and out of the individual CDBG program for three years.  The award from the County’s CDBG program is based on the number of requests the County receives.  EHD Thomas noted the City is moving forward in preparation of possibly applying individually if the amount offered by the County is low.  CM Evans added some County money is guaranteed; while individual CDBG funding is questionable.  Staff will put together a financial plan for the three phases. 
B. CM Evans clarified information from two recent columns in the Orlando Sentinel.  CM Evans noted no EEOC case has been upheld in the City of Leesburg in the last 10 years. Several past employees have received dismissal and notice of rights letters.  Receiving that letter indicates EEOC is not pursuing the case, but gives the recipient his options.   The City of Leesburg has been doing well in these cases.  Nationally, EEOC complaints are up 10% over last year.

C. Recreation and Parks Director (RPD) Bruce Ericson shared pictures of the lakeshore mowing recently completed at Venetian Gardens and Leesburg High.  RPD Ericson noted the lakeshore at Venetian Gardens takes a crew of eight, one day to mow.   RPD Ericson noted the time could be reduced with proper equipment.  CM Evans noted equipment will be reviewed during the budgeting process.  CM Evans congratulated the Recreation and Parks Department on a job well done.
Mayor Christian noted these pictures could be added to the City’s website.  The projects listed on the website are not up-to-date.  Staff should be encouraged to suggest items to include on the website.  The website has gotten stale.   

ROLL CALL:

Commissioner Henderson – stated she received a letter from St. Johns River Water Management about a meeting on April 10, 2008.  ESPWD Sharp is planning on attending.  Commissioner Henderson noted the monthly department report for Finance mentions Ouch Safety training for Kindergarteners.  CM Evans stated the Electric Department staff goes into schools to tell about electricity safety.  Customer Service (part of the Finance Department) also participates in that program.  
Commissioner Knowles – advised CM Evans the City never gets good press from one source.  Also, there is no such thing as bad press.
Commissioner Puckett – none

Commissioner Polk – questioned if physical training was a requirement for Police and Fire.  PC Chrisman stated the Cooper standards are being put in place for the Police Department on a voluntary level to get everyone back into shape.  Fire Chief Dennis Sargent stated he and Division Chief Jim Frazier are trying to encourage the Fire Department to get in shape by leading by example.   The Fire Department does require passing a mandatory physical.  The Fire Department Union does not have a physical training requirement.

Mayor Christian – stated for the record, legislators are talking about another property tax reduction that will have a fiscal impact on the City.  City staff needs to show fiscal restraint in preparing the FY 2008/09 budget.  Mayor Christian noted he received many calls about the proposed Special Events ordinance.  Mayor Christian suggested not putting too much pressure on the staff to work on this ordinance and neglect their other work.  Commissioner Polk added staff should be following the current ordinances and not holding back on items because of any forthcoming ordinances. 
Commissioner Puckett moved to adjourn the meeting and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 6:38 p.m.








__________________________________








Mayor

Attest:

City Clerk


Diane L. Gibson Smith



Recorder

MINUTES 080324

-9-

