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MINUTES OF THE CITY COMMISSION MEETING
May 12, 2008
The City of Leesburg Commission held a regular meeting Monday, May 12, 2008, in the Commission Chambers at City Hall.    Mayor Christian called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. with the following members present:

Commissioner Sanna Henderson
Commissioner David Knowles 
Commissioner Bill Polk

Mayor John Christian 
Commissioner Puckett was out of town.  Also present were City Manager (CM) Jay Evans, City Clerk (CC) Betty Richardson, City Attorney (CA) Fred Morrison, Deputy City Clerk (DCC) Diane Gibson Smith, the news media, and others.

Pastor Danny Williams, Citadel of Hope, gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

PROCLAMATIONS:

1. Mayor Christian proclaimed May 13, 2008 as “Ray Sharp is clearly over the Hill Day” in honor of Mr. Sharp’s birthday by reading a proclamation in its entirety.
2. Mayor Christian proclaimed the City Commission election for Seat 1, District 1 and Seat 3, District 3 be held Tuesday, November 4, 2008, and set qualifying dates of June 16, 2008 at NOON through June 20, 2008 at NOON, by reading the proclamation in its entirety.
PRESENTATIONS:  

1. Fire Chief Dennis Sargent recognized Ryan Sapp for ten years in the Fire Department

CONSENT AGENDA:

Commissioner Knowles moved to approve the consent agenda and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.  The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Henderson

Yea




Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Commissioner Polk


Yea




Mayor Christian


Yea

Four yeas, no nays, the Commission approved the consent agenda as follows:

CITY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES:

1. Regular meeting held April 28, 2008

PURCHASING ITEMS:   None
RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION 8172
A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an Addendum to Mitigation Credit Purchase and Deposit Agreement related to credits purchased from the Wekiva River Mitigation Bank for the Runway 13/31 Extension Project at Leesburg International Airport; and providing an effective date.

RESOLUTION 8173
A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an agreement with Waukesha Electric Systems, Inc. providing construction services to swap locations of two substation power transformers; and providing an effective date.

RESOLUTION 8174
A resolution of the City of Leesburg, Florida, accepting and approving a plat of Arbors of Lake Harris Addition, a subdivision in a R-2 (High Density Residential) district, within the City of Leesburg, Florida, generally located east of U.S. 27, south of South Street and north of Lake Harris, lying in Section 26, Township 19 South, Range 24 East; and accepting and dedicating to the use of the public any easements or public places shown thereon as being dedicated to the public; and providing an effective date.

OTHER ITEMS:

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 08-40 ACCEPTING A SPECIAL WARRANTY DEED FROM EMBARQ AS OWNER OF REAL PROPERTY AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF LEE AND WEBSTER STREETS









CC Richardson read the ordinance, by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, accepting a special warranty deed given by Embarq Florida, Inc., as grantor, to the City of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located in Section 23, Township 19 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Polk moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.

Mayor Christian requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Commissioner Polk


Yea




Commissioner Henderson

Yea




Mayor Christian


Yea

Four yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.
ADOPTED ORDINANCE 08-41 ACCEPTING A DEED AND BILL OF SALE FROM THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF MOUNT DORA FOR LIFT STATION INFRASTRUCTURE LOCATED IN SECTION 14-20-24 ALONG US HWY 27, NORTH OF CR 48)












CC Richardson read the ordinance, by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, accepting a deed & bill of sale given by the First National Bank of Mount Dora, as grantor, to the City of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located in Section 14, Township 20 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date.
Commissioner Polk moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Henderson seconded the motion.

Mayor Christian requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Polk


Yea




Commissioner Henderson

Yea




Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Mayor Christian


Yea

Four yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.
ADOPTED RESOLUTION 8175 AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AN ANNEXATION AGREEMENT WITH EXCLUSIVE PROPERTIES GROUP INC.




Commissioner Knowles introduced the resolution to be read, by title only.   CC Richardson read the resolution, by title only, as follows:

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, authorizing execution of an annexation agreement between the City of Leesburg and Vance Moore – Exclusive Properties Group Inc.; and providing an effective date.
Commissioner Henderson moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.

The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Henderson

Yea




Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Commissioner Polk


Yea




Mayor Christian


Yea

Four yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.
ADOPTED ORDINANCE 08-42 ANNEXING APPROXIMATELY 0.44 ACRES SOUTH WEST MAIN STREET, EAST OF RICHEY ROAD IN SECTION 28-19-24, (EXCLUSIVE PROPERTIES)









CC Richardson read the ordinance, by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, annexing certain real property consisting of approximately .44 acres and being generally located on the south side of West Main Street, just east of Richey Road, lying in Section 28, Township 19 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida, which is contiguous to the city limits of the City of Leesburg, Florida, providing that said property so annexed shall be liable for its proportionate share of the existing and future indebtedness of said City; providing that such annexed property shall be subject to all laws and ordinances of said City as if all such territory had been a part of the City of Leesburg at the time of passage and approval of said laws and ordinances; providing that such annexed territory shall be placed in City Commission District 3; and providing an effective date (Exclusive Properties Group Inc.)

Commissioner Henderson moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.

Commissioner Henderson noted the staff comments from the Police Department recommended a merge lane and asked if the State had been contacted.  Interim Community Development Director (ICDD) Bill Wiley stated a merge lane will be addressed when a driveway permit is requested from FDOT.
Mayor Christian requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Commissioner Polk


Yea




Commissioner Henderson

Yea




Mayor Christian


Yea

Four yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.
ADOPTED ORDINANCE 08-43 AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, CHANGING THE FUTURE LAND USE MAP DESIGNATION OF APPROXIMATELY 0.44 ACRES, GENERALLY LOCATED ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF  WEST MAIN STREET, JUST EAST OF RICHEY ROAD, SECTION 29-19-24, (EXCLUSIVE PROPERTIES)











CC Richardson read the ordinance, by title only, as follows:

An ordinance amending the comprehensive plan for the City of Leesburg, changing the future land map use designation of certain property containing approximately .44 acres and generally located on the south side of West main Street, just east of Richey Road, lying in Section 28, Township 20 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida, from County Urban to City General Commercial; and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Knowles moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Henderson seconded the motion.

Mayor Christian requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Polk


Yea




Commissioner Henderson

Yea




Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Mayor Christian


Yea

Four yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.
ADOPTED ORDINANCE 08-44 REZONING APPROXIMATELY 0.44 ACRES GENERALLY LOCATED ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF WEST MAIN STREET, JUST EAST OF RICHEY ROAD, FROM COUNTY C-2 (COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL) TO CITY C-3 (HIGHWAY COMMERCIAL)) SECTION 28-19-24, (EXCLUSIVE PROPERTIES)











CC Richardson read the ordinance, by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, rezoning approximately .44 acres generally located on the south side of West Main Street, just east of Richey Road, lying in Section 28, Township 19 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida, from County C-2 (Community Commercial) to City C-3 (Highway Commercial); and providing an effective date. (Exclusive Properties Group Inc)
Commissioner Knowles moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.

Commissioner Henderson requested an explanation of the site plan.  ICDD Wiley stated this plan is still conceptual.  
Mayor Christian questioned if a fence will be required around the retention pond.  ICDD Wiley stated all the rules and regulations for retention ponds will be followed.

Mayor Christian requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Henderson

Yea




Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Commissioner Polk


Yea




Mayor Christian


Yea

Four yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.
ADOPTED RESOLUTION 8176 AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AN ANNEXATION AGREEMENT WITH RENAISSANCE ESTATE






Commissioner Henderson introduced the resolution to be read, by title only.   CC Richardson read the resolution, by title only, as follows:

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, authorizing execution of an annexation agreement between the City of Leesburg and 5th Generation Communities, Inc.; and providing an effective date. (Renaissance Estates)

Commissioner Henderson moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.

The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Commissioner Polk


Yea




Commissioner Henderson

Yea




Mayor Christian


Yea

Four yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.
ADOPTED ORDINANCE 08-45 ANNEXING APPROXIMATELY 90 ACRES GENERALLY LOCATED EAST OF COUNTY ROAD 48 AND NORTH OF AUSTIN MERRITT ROAD IN SECTION 32-20-24, (5TH GENERATION COMMUNITIES, INC.-RENAISSANCE ESTATES)









CC Richardson read the ordinance, by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, annexing certain real property consisting of approximately 90 acres and being generally located on the east side of County Road 48 and north of Austin Merritt Road, lying in Section 32, Township 20 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida, which is contiguous to the city limits of the City of Leesburg, Florida, providing that said property so annexed shall be liable for its proportionate share of the existing and future indebtedness of said City; providing that such annexed property shall be subject to all laws and ordinances of said City as if all such territory had been a part of the City of Leesburg at the time of passage and approval of said laws and ordinances; providing that such annexed territory shall be placed in City Commission District 3; and providing an effective date (5th Generation Communities Inc., Renaissance Estates).

Commissioner Knowles moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.

Mayor Christian noted this is an age restricted community.  Staff needs to be aware of the need to diversify future housing in that area.

Mayor Christian requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Polk


Yea




Commissioner Henderson

Yea




Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Mayor Christian


Yea

Four yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.
ADOPTED ORDINANCE 08-46 REZONING APPROXIMATELY 90 ACRES GENERALLY LOCATED EAST OF COUNTY ROAD 48 AND NORTH OF AUSTIN MERRITT ROAD, FROM COUNTY A (AGRICULTURE) TO CITY PUD (PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT) SECTION 32-20-24, (5TH GENERATION COMMUNITIES, INC.- RENAISSANCE ESTATES)









CC Richardson read the ordinance, by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, rezoning approximately 90 acres generally located on the east side of County Road 48 and north of Austin Merritt Road, lying in Section 32, Township 20 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida, from County A (Agriculture) to City PUD (Planned Unit Development), subject to conditions contained in Exhibit A; and providing an effective date. (5th Generation Communities, Inc. Renaissance Estates)
Commissioner Knowles moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.

Mayor Christian requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

Greg Beliveau, planner with LPG Urban Planners, stated the Planning Commission approved   alternative buffer language that included an enhanced landscape buffer along the north side right of way instead of the fence buffer.  (Editor’s note:  5/13/08 – Per ICDD Wiley, this change was already in the conditions distributed to the Commission for approval.)
Commissioner Knowles moved to amend the conditions to include the enhanced landscape buffer instead of the fence. Commissioner Henderson seconded the motion.  

The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Henderson

Yea




Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Commissioner Polk


Yea




Mayor Christian


Yea

Four yeas, no nays, the Commission approved amending the conditions to include the enhanced landscape buffer in the right of way on the north side of the property.
The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Commissioner Polk


Yea




Commissioner Henderson

Yea




Mayor Christian


Yea

Four yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance with the amended conditions.
ADOPTED ORDINANCE 08-47 VACATING THE DRAINAGE AND UTILITY EASEMENTS BETWEEN LOTS 31 AND 32, OF CRESTRIDGE AT LEESBURG  SUBDIVISION PLAT, GENERALLY LOCATED SOUTH OF OLD TAVARES ROAD, AND WEST OF SLEEPY HOLLOW ROAD IN SECTION 20-19-25. (PILLAR HOMES, INC)













CC Richardson read the ordinance, by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, vacating the drainage and utility easements between lots 31 and 32 of Crestridge Subdivision Plat in Plat Book 61, Pages 1 ad 2, Public Records of Lake County, Florida, said property generally located south of Old Tavares Road, on Crestrun Loop, lying in Section 20, Township 19 south, Range 25 east, Lake County, Florida; and providing for an effective date.

Commissioner Polk moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.

Mayor Christian requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

The roll call vote was as follows:




Commissioner Polk


Yea




Commissioner Henderson

Yea




Commissioner Knowles

Yea




Mayor Christian


Yea

Four yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.
INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE RETIREMENT PLAN FOR THE GENERAL EMPLOYEES FOR THE CITY OF LEESBURG





Commissioner Polk introduced the ordinance to be read, by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, by title only, as follows:
An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, amending the retirement plan for the general employees for the City of Leesburg, adopted pursuant to Ordinance No. 03-57, as subsequently amended; amending Section 1, Definitions; amending Section 10, Optional Forms of Benefits; amending Section 18, Exemption from Execution, Non-Assignability; providing for codification; providing for severability of provisions; repealing all ordinances in conflict herewith and providing an effective date.
Mayor Christian questioned the changes to the plan.  CM Evans stated this ordinance provides three main changes:  1.) the ability to elect an increased benefit prior to obtaining social security - actuarially neutral; 2.) the Partial Lump Sum Option allows the ability to request a portion of the benefit upfront in a lump sum when you retire (10 – 25% of the benefit) with a decreased benefit after – actuarially neutral; and 3.) requiring members who are divorcing present settlement documents to the Board prior to finalization of the divorce by the court.
Mayor Christian requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE REZONING APPROXIMATELY 75 ACRES GENERALLY LOCATED EAST OF THE FLORIDA TURNPIKE, WEST OF C.R. 33 AND ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF C.R. 470 AT BAY AVENUE, FROM CITY P (PUBLIC) TO CITY PUD (PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT) SECTION 16-20-24, (CITY OF LEESBURG- C.R.470 COMMERCE PARK)







Commissioner Polk introduced the ordinance to be read, by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, by title only, as follows:
An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, rezoning approximately 75 acres generally located on the east side of the Florida Turnpike, west of C.R. 33 and on the south side of C.R. 470 at By Avenue, lying in Section 16, Township 20 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida, from City P (Public) to City PUD (Planned Unit Development), subject to conditions contained in Exhibit A; and providing an effective date. (C.R. 470 Commerce Park)
Commissioner Polk noted there are no plans on this property yet.  CM Evans stated a PUD does include certain design requirements.
Commissioner Henderson questioned if the people who are against this item were contacted.  ICDD Wiley stated information was provided to those people and staff believes their concerns were fully addressed.  
Mayor Christian stated he is happy to see this project moving forward.  He is excited about the opportunity the sale of this property will bring to the City of Leesburg. 
Mayor Christian requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING OF APPROXIMATELY 6.4 ACRES GENERALLY LOCATED ON THE EAST SIDE OF STEWART LANE, NORTH OF U.S. 441, IN SECTION 15-19-25, TO AMEND THE EXISTING PUD  (PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT) ZONING, SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS CONTAINED IN EXHIBIT A. (WILLIAM A. MATTICK)





Commissioner Polk introduced the ordinance to be read, by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, by title only, as follows:
An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, amending the PUD (Planned Unit Development) Zoning District conditions on approximately 6.4 acres, generally located on the east side of Stewart Lane, north of U.S. Highway 441, lying in Section 15, Township 19 south, Range 25 east, Lake County, Florida, subject to conditions contained in Exhibit A; and providing an effective date. (William A. Mattick)
Commissioner Henderson stated she is surprised the owner is now allowing vehicle repair as it was prohibited before.   ICDD Wiley stated the owner feels vehicle repair would be okay based on the changes in the area and not allowing vehicle repair would be prohibitive for the sale of the property.  ICDD Wiley showed an aerial map of the area indicating the other businesses in the area.
Mayor Christian requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE REZONING APPROXIMATELY 1.1 ACRES GENERALLY LOCATED SOUTH OF MAIN STREET AND WEST OF CANAL STREET, IN SECTION 26-19-24 FROM C-2 (COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL) TO CIP (COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL PLANNED) ZONING, SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS CONTAINED IN EXHIBIT A. (GEORGE & LOURDES MATHEW)




Commissioner Polk introduced the ordinance to be read, by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, by title only, as follows:
An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, rezoning approximately 1.1 acres generally located on the south side of E. Main Street, west of Canal Street, and north of Magnolia Street, lying in Section 26, Township 19 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida, from City C-2 (Community Commercial) to CIP (Commercial/Industrial Planned), subject to conditions contained n Exhibit A; and providing an effective date. (George and Lourdes Mathew)
Commissioner Henderson stated Beacon College staff commented on the closeness to Main Street.  ICDD Wiley stated the conceptual drawing indicates a continuation of the downtown character.

Mayor Christian requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

INFORMATIONAL REPORTS:  None

CITY ATTORNEY ITEMS:  None
CITY MANAGER ITEMS:

1. CM Evans stated the City provides a summer Day Camp program that is subsidized by the General Fund with expected loses of nearly $47,000 this year.  The Day Camp program does include field trips to places such as the Orlando Science Center at no cost to the parents. The field trips make this Day Camp more than daycare.  This Day Camp program is one of the targets for next year’s cuts.  Recreation and Parks Director (RPD) Bruce Ericson stated his staff has come up with a possible solution to save the program.  
Commissioner Polk questioned the number of children. CM Evans stated the Day Camp takes 75 kids a week with eight one-week sessions.  Commissioner Polk suggested cutting the camp down to six weeks and offer one less field trip.

Mayor Christian stated the cost is too low and the parents need to give money for field trips or the trips need to be eliminated or reduced to bowling, swimming, etc.  Mayor Christian noted even the Boys and Girls Club costs more than $50 a week. 

Commissioner Henderson questioned the ages of the children.  RPD Ericson stated the kids are eight to twelve years old.

Commissioner Polk questioned how much drug forfeiture is included. RPD Ericson stated approximately $8,500 comes from drug forfeiture. Currently Recreation has 491 registrations.  Staff could look at reducing the number of counselors as a way of costs. Mayor Christian stated there are nearly 70 openings still and he would like to see those slots go to kids who need it the most and not those children whose parents can afford a more expensive day camp.  Commissioner Polk suggested handing out registration forms through the churches.  

Mayor Christian stated the counselors are paid well.  Human Resources Director Jakki Perry stated the director is paid $13.00 per hour and the assistant director is $12.00 per hour.  
RPD Ericson stated the wages were increased in an effort to attract more qualified people for the positions.  HRD Perry stated last year regulations on employees for the day camp were put in place such as must be at least 18 years old and have some experience in caring for children.  
Commissioner Henderson suggested cutting out some of the high priced field trips and getting sponsors for those.  CM Evans noted cutting out field trips was considered but kids are already signed up.

Mayor Christian stated he would prefer to see more kids and fewer field trips.  Mayor Christian stated the City needs to find a way to make this work, or this should not be done.
CM Evans stated the options will be reviewed for next year.  
2. CM Evans stated the Fire Department sent an engine and a crew of four to Volusia to aid with fires.  FC Sargent stated staff is returning as the Daytona Beach fire is now contained. FC Sargent stated the crew may be asked to deploy to Brevard County.
3. CM Evans noted the wind yesterday caused many small outages which were taken care of as quickly as possible.
ROLL CALL:

Commissioner Henderson – noted Public Power Weekly announced Leesburg received a Platinum Award.  Electric Director Paul Kalv stated the awards are good for two years.  Two years ago, the City received a gold award; this year the City received a Platinum Award. One issue that kept the City from receiving the Diamond Award was no defibrillators on every crew.  Commissioner Henderson asked for a volunteer to attend an Our Community, Our Future session Wednesday, June 11, 2008 from 6 – 8 p.m. to discuss solutions to water, education, transportation, and economic development.  The location is yet to be determined.  Commissioner Polk stated he will try to attend.
Commissioner Knowles – stated the City has some outstanding departments (Electric, Fire, Recreation).  He congratulated the departments and noted he was glad the City had the equipment and manpower to be able to help others.

Commissioner Polk  – stated kids are vital to Leesburg.  The one area not to cut in the budget are the kids.    

Mayor Christian – noted development and jobs are being created on Talley Box Road.  Building infrastructure and providing jobs for the young is important.  The Commerce Park near CR470 is important to the City.  Mayor Christian encouraged each commissioner to think seriously about economic development and provide City staff the tools to make CR470 and other industrial areas happen and spark the economy in Leesburg.    Mayor Christian also noted there is a need for more than a one dimension of housing – diversification is important for the future. Mayor Christian also encouraged every department and every employee to look around and see what can be done better.  Mayor Christian stated he hopes City management knows the Commission is serious about needing to do the best thing for all employees.  He would hate to see anyone lose a job.
Commissioner Knowles moved to adjourn the meeting and Commissioner Henderson seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 6:38    p.m.
_____________________________









Mayor

ATTEST:

_____________________

_______

City Clerk

___Diane L. Gibson Smith____________
_

Recorder
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