MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING

OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

CITY COMMISSION CHAMBERS, CITY HALL

THURSDAY, APRIL 10, 2008, 3:30 P.M.

The Planning Commission of the City of Leesburg held its regular meeting Thursday, April 10, 2008, in the Commission Chambers at City Hall.  Chairman Micham called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m.  The follow​ing Commission members were present:
Marc Micham

Roland Stults

Agnes Berry

Jo Ann Heim

Donald Lukich
Wylie Hamilton

City staff present included Bill Wiley, Interim Community Development Director, Dan Miller, Planner, Dianne Pacewicz, Planner, Lynda Nehring, Administrative Assistant and Fred Morrison, City Attorney. 
The meeting opened with an invocation given by Commissioner Agnes Berry and the Pledge of Alle​giance to the Flag.
MINUTES OF PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION MEETING OF March 20, 2008:
Commissioner Jo Ann Heim moved to APPROVE the minutes as amended.   In the March 20, 2008 meeting, Commis​sioner Donald Lukich SECONDED the motion to APPROVE case #027-0-032008 Exclusive Properties Group, Vance Moore - Small Scale Comprehensive Plan amendment.  Commissioner Agnes Berry SECONDED the motion which, PASSED by a unanimous voice vote of 6 to 0.
Bill Wiley, Interim Community Development Director, informed the audience of the rules of participation and the need to sign the speaker’s registry.  

Dianne Pacewicz swore in staff, Bill Wiley, Dan Miller, and Lynda Nehring.
Chairman Marc Micham read into the record case #034-1-041008 Whitt Building - South Street, Rezoning, continued to the April 24, 2008 Planning Commission meeting.  Commissioner Wylie Hamilton moved to APPROVE the continuance as requested.  Commissioner Roland Stults SECONDED the motion which, PASSED by a unanimous voice vote of 6 to 0.
NEW BUSINESS

2.      
PUBLIC HEARING CASE # 070-1-092007 GEORGE & LOURDES MATHEW PROPERTY,  REZONING 


REQUEST FOR A RECOMMENDATION TO THE CITY COMMISSION FOR REZONING OF APPROXIMATELY 1.1 ACRES FROM C-2 (COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL) TO CIP (COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL PLANNED) DISTRICT, FOR PROPERTY GENERALLY LOCATED SOUTH OF MAIN STREET AND WEST OF CANAL STREET, AS LEGALLY DESCRIBED. SEC. 26 TWP. 19S, RGE. 24E. (TENTATIVE CITY COMMISSION DATES MAY 12, 2008 AND MAY 27, 2008)

Bill Wiley, Interim Community Development Director, entered the exhibits into the record, which in​cluded the application, general location map, staff summary, departmental review summary, staff recommendations, maps, aerial and photos.  
Dan Miller, Senior Planner, presented the overhead visuals including the maps, aerial and photos.    

Bill Wiley reviewed and summarized the request and stated staff’s recommendation as follows:

· Development of the property shall be subject to the George and Lourdes Mathew CIP (Commercial/Industrial Planned) Planned Development Conditions dated April 10, 2008.
· The project shall contain a maximum of 10 residential units on approximately 1.1 acres at a maximum density not to exceed 9.1 units per acre. 

· Maximum building height shall not exceed three stories or 45 feet.
· The permitted use of  residential units; accessory structures; temporary modular sales center office and construction office not to exceed one year from the approval of the final site plan or phase there of; model units may be used for sales center during the duration of the project.
· Minimum project boundary setbacks were listed.
· The parking garage shall be located where visibility from W. Main Street and Canal Street is minimized as per the approved conceptual site plan.
· The impervious surface coverage shall be as permitted for the CBD core area.
· Location of trash dumpsters, if applicable, shall have buffer and screening and shall be approved by the staff during the site plan review process.
· Office and Commercial Development requirements, uses and restrictions were listed.
· Several design standards were highlighted such as storefront character and exterior building materials.
Mr. Wiley also noted that the Historic Preservation Board reviewed and approved this request.

Greg Beliveau, previously sworn in by Dianne Pacewicz, stated that the property owner intends to use this as a mixed-use property with commercial in the bottom and offices in the top with a parking garage in the center.  Mr. Beliveau asked for the commission’s approval.

Mr. Walter Zielinski, Vice President for Institutional Advancement at Beacon College, sworn in by Dianne Pacewicz, stated that the college has concerns about rather or not the property could be used for industrial purposes such as a gas station or fast food restaurant if sold in the future.

Mr. Wiley stated that the design of the proposed site plan is tied to the zoning, so someone could not come in later buy the property and put in a gas station, for example.  

Mr. Zielinski then asked if the front lot line/zero lot line recommended for this property would set a positive precedent for others to follow and if the college should request a zero lot line in the future.

Commissioner Micham stated that his question about the possibility of requesting a zero lot line for the college in the future was not a relevant issue at this time.

Commissioner Donald Lukich made a motion to APPROVE case #070-1-092008 George & Lourdes Mathew Property, Rezoning.  Commissioner Jo Ann Heim SECONDED the motion which, PASSED by a voice vote of 6 to 0.   
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