Historical Summary of Meadows Avenue:

Lee Meadows, a former major league pitcher with the Pirates and some other teams, discovered Leesburg during Spring Training with the Philadelphia Phillies in 1922-23, when they played their spring games at Cooke Field, now the site of the Cutrale Juice Plant.

Meadows was born Thursday, July 12, 1894, in Oxford, North Carolina. He was 20 years old when he broke into the big leagues on April 19, 1915, with the St. Louis Cardinals. He moved to the Phillies in 1919 and was traded to the Pirates in 1923, retiring from the team after playing in only one game in 1929, and just four the previous season. He did win 188 games and had a fine 3.37 earned run average.

Meadows and the Pirates made it to the World Series in 1925 and 1927, winning the World Championship in 1925.

Interestingly, his nickname was “Specs” because he was the first modern ballplayer to where glasses while playing. The New York Times referred to him as "the bespectacled flinger of Quakertown troupe" when he pitched for Philadelphia.

Meadows moved to Leesburg sometime after 1922 or 23 and soon after purchased the property that is now the site of Leesburg High School. He built his home at 1517 West Main Street and that was listed as his address in the 1930 Census. 

When officials began looking for a new high school site, Lee Meadows offered 10 acres of his property. The other two sites under consideration came with price tags. Not only did Meadows offer his property for free, he also offered to landscape the property, which included the two small lakes in front of the school.

His son, Lee Meadows, Jr., graduated from Leesburg High School, married a Leesburg girl, and received a baseball scholarship to the University of Florida.

Lee was sold on his new community and a wonderful ambassador for Leesburg. Numerous stories in the Commercial told of the teammates and baseball players that he invited him here for hunting and fishing.

Leesburg High School requested their physical address be changed to Yellow Jacket Way.  The only address on this street is Leesburg High School (1401 Meadows Avenue).  The street name, Yellow Jacket Way, was requested by the High School as the senior class project for the 2006 graduating class.  The mascot for Leesburg High School is the “Yellow Jacket”.  Because of an existing inventory of paper stock that would have to be replaced, the school requested the change be effective after May 30, 2008.
