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MINUTES OF THE CITY COMMISSION MEETING

AUGUST 11, 2008

The City of Leesburg Commission held a regular meeting Monday, August 11, 2008, in the Commission Chambers at City Hall.    Mayor Christian called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. with the following members present:

Commissioner Sanna Henderson

Commissioner David Knowles 

Commissioner Lewis Puckett

Commissioner Bill Polk

Mayor John Christian 

Also present were City Manager (CM) Jay Evans, City Clerk (CC) Betty Richardson, City Attorney (CA) Mark Brionez, the news media, and others.

Father Jay Lambert, St. James Episcopal Church gave the invocation followed by the Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America.

PROCLAMATIONS: None

PRESENTATIONS:  

Sesquicentennial Celebration Committee Final Financial Report by Chairman Jim Miller

Jim Miller, Sesquicentennial Committee Chairman, advised the entire City had a very good sesquicentennial celebration.  Many people worked very hard to make the celebration successful.  Mr. Miller reported the committee had money left over and Frank Stivender presented a check for $11,315.93 to the City.  The City budgeted funds for the celebration and $8,386.08 is left in the City’s account. Therefore, a total of $19,702.01 goes to the City.  Mr. Miller is giving many of the books to the historical society, schools and library.  Some will also be provided to the City Manager’s office.  He said this project was a lot of fun as well as a lot of work.  

John Christian thanked Mr. Miller and the committee for their hard work.  Their efforts made the City look beautiful.  He commended everyone on behalf of the City of Leesburg.  

Commissioner Henderson commended Mr. Miller and the Committee members as well.  Everyone worked very hard and the community came together.  She said she was very glad to be Mayor last year.

Heritage Society Presentation by Vice President Laura Stoffel

Laura Stoffel, Vice President of the Heritage Society, said everyone was shocked at Rick Reed’s termination from the City of Leesburg.  Ms. Stoffel explained the importance of having a Museum Curator and the impact Rick Reed has had on the City and the people in the community who realize the importance of preserving Leesburg’s history. He has given much to the community by speaking at churches, the library, and other organizations and schools.  Rick has improved the City’s museum and over 3,000 people visited the museum last year.  The Mote-Morris house had 1,300 visitors last year and has already had 1,200 to-date this year.  People who come to visit the museum and the Mote-Morris House also shop and eat here.  She requested the City to consider reinstating the Museum Curator position and rehiring Rick Reed.

Bob Grenier, President of the Lake County Historical Society and Tavares Historical Society, spoke in favor of reinstating the Museum Curator position.  He said he loves Leesburg’s historical events such as Pioneer Days and opening of the Mote Morris house.  The State of Florida is near the bottom in historical preservation.  Leesburg has always stood out above the rest of the State and hiring a curator was a good example. Leesburg is the only city in Lake County to have a Museum Curator position.  This type of job is very important. Commissioners should be involved in the hiring and firing process.  Mr. Grenier requested the City reconsider this decision and reinstate Mr. Reed to the Museum Curator’s position in the City of Leesburg.

Mayor Christian advised the Charter states the Commission cannot be involved in the hiring and firing process.  It is the City Manager’s job to manage.  The City Manager consulted the Commission prior to the final decision.  Mayor Christian advised the City’s budget is very tight and the City Manager is trying to do what is best for the entire City, but cannot cater to special interests.

Commissioner Puckett said this is not a good time for the City.  The General Employees pension has been frozen, services have been halted, and a number of employees have been terminated.

Commissioner Knowles advised these decisions were not done quickly.  The City is looking at every single department and had to make tough choices.  

Mayor Christian added he is sure the City will be willing to partner with the Historical Society to work together.  

Jarrod Richardson, who worked with Rick Reed for three summers, read his statement on behalf of Rick Reed.  He listed Rick Reed’s many accomplishments while he was the City of Leesburg’s Museum Curator. Mr. Richardson made an appeal for the Museum Curator position to be reinstated.  He said if this is not done, it is an indictment against historical life of Leesburg. 

CM Evans said he is a huge fan of Rick Reed.  He contacted Rick often to let him know he is a great asset to the community.  This decision was not made lightly.  CM Evans said it is not a matter of Rick’s worth; it is a matter of whether or not the City can afford the position.  The money is simply not there to keep the position.   This decision must be made at the manager’s level or the commission room would be packed for each position that is discussed.  The City is closing the library two days per week, and has eliminated 31 positions.  These decisions are the consequence of the downturn in the economy and adopting Amendment 1.  The Commission still has to work through future cuts. 

Commissioner Henderson said she wants everyone to realize how important history is to Leesburg and hopefully, volunteers will keep this project going. 

Commissioner Polk said he wants everyone to understand this is not personal; it is financial.  There is not enough money for this position.  The economy is bad and everyone has had to make cuts.

CONSENT AGENDA:

Items pulled for discussion:  

4C3 – Scott Architecture Partnership 

4C8 – Lake County Bridge Loan for Kristen Court Apartments

Commissioner Knowles moved to approve the consent Agenda except for 4.C.3 and 4.C.8.     Commissioner Puckett seconded the motion.   The roll call vote was:


Commissioner Henderson
Yea




Commissioner Knowles

Yea





Commissioner Puckett

Yea




Commissioner Polk


Yea




Mayor Christian


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission approved the Consent Agenda, as follows:

CITY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES:

Regular meeting held July 28, 2008.

PURCHASING ITEMS: None

RESOLUTION 8238
A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute Change Order 3 with Hewitt Contracting Company, Inc. for the Runway 13/31 Extension Project at Leesburg International Airport; and providing an effective date.

RESOLUTION 8239
A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an agreement with Boyle Engineering Corporation for Task Order #33 for design of improvements to the Highland Lakes Water Treatment Plant; and providing an effective date.

RESOLUTION 8240
A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor to sign FDOT Local Agency Certification Qualification Agreement; and providing an effective date. (Leesburg-Wildwood Trail)

RESOLUTION 8241
A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute a Local Agency Program Agreement with FDOT providing funding for design of the Leesburg - Wildwood Trail; and providing an effective date.

RESOLUTION 8242
A resolution of the City of Leesburg, Florida, accepting and approving a plat of Commander Road Office Park in a C-3 (Highway Commercial) District, within the City of Leesburg, Florida, generally located east of U.S. 27 and north of Commander Road, lying in Section 11, Township 20 South, Range 24 East; and accepting and dedicating to the use of the public any easements or public places shown thereon as being dedicated to the public; and providing an effective date.

RESOLUTION 8243
A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to transmit the items necessary for implementation of school concurrency to the Florida Department of Community Affairs (DCA), including text amendments to the Comprehensive Plan, as well as a certified copy of the First Amended Interlocal Agreement (adopted via Resolution no. 8147); and providing an effective date.

RESOLUTION 8244
A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an agreement with L/D Leesburg, LLC for Job Creation; and providing an effective date.

RESOLUTION 8245
A resolution of the City of Leesburg, Florida, supplementing and amending Resolution No. 8219 of the City relating to the issuance of not to exceed $25,000,000 City of Leesburg, Florida, Hospital Revenue Refunding Bonds (Leesburg Regional Medical Center Project), Series 2008A to authorize the sale of said bonds on a negotiated basis to both RBC Capital Markets Corporation and Morgan Keegan & Company, Inc.; providing certain findings with respect to the foregoing; providing certain other details with respect thereto; and providing an effective date.

ADOPTED RESOLUTION 8246 AUTHORIZING A RECONCILING FINAL QUANTITIES CHANGE ORDER TO THE SCOTT PARTNERSHIP ARCHITECTURE, INC. FOR $10,394.08










Commissioner Polk introduced the resolution to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the title, as follows:  

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing a final reconciling Change Order to the Scott Partnership Architecture, Inc. in the amount of $10,394.08; and providing an effective date 
Commissioner Polk moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.  

CM Evans explained he was the original project manager for this project.  Scott Partnership did not perform well.  It took an extended period of time to negotiate and reconcile the final change order.  There was a discrepancy between what Scott Partnership thought was owed to them ($26,777.75) and the amount City staff thought was due.  Scott Partnership and the City have finally reached an agreement and the City will pay $10,394.08 to finish the project.

The roll call vote was:

Commissioner Knowles

Yes




Commissioner Puckett

Yes




Commissioner Polk


Yes

Commissioner Henderson

Yes

Mayor Christian


Yes

Five yeas, no nays, the Commissioner adopted the resolution.

ADOPTED RESOLUTION 8247 AUTHORIZING APPROVAL OF A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING FOR A BRIDGE LOAN FROM LAKE COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT TO BEGAN THE RENOVATIONS ON KRISTEN COURT APARTMENTS











Commissioner Puckett introduced the resolution to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the resolution, as follows:
A resolution of the city commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute a Memorandum of Understanding for Bridge Loan funding from Lake County Community Services, Housing & Community Development Department to begin the renovations on Kristen Court Apartments; and providing an effective date.
Commissioner Henderson moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.

CM Evans advised the City will receive $429,000 from Lake County for renovations at Kristen Court apartments.  The loan will be at no interest.  The City must repay the County within thirty-six months. Phase One is for fifteen units, and as the units are sold the City will use the money to repay the County.  Once Phase one is complete, the City will ask the County for additional funding for Phase Two.

Housing & Incubator Manager (H&IM) Yolanda Presley advised that once the County Commission approves the Memorandum of Understanding, the funds can be released.  The County wants to do this project, so the City should receive the funds within sixty to ninety days.

Commissioner Polk asked if the apartments near County Road 468 will be completed first and requested the Commission be kept up to date on the progress of this project.   H&IM Presley advised the apartments close to the road will be the first fifteen renovated.

CM Evans advised a CDBG grant will be requested to be used for the infrastructure.

Mayor Christian stated Lake County Commissioner Cadwell fought hard for Leesburg to get that money.  This phase is a test.  If it goes well, the County will consider additional funding for future phases.

The roll call vote was:

Commissioner Puckett

Yes

Commissioner Polk


Yes

Commissioner Henderson

Yes

Commissioner Knowles

Yes

Mayor Christian


Yes

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.

OTHER ITEMS: None

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 08-70 ACCEPTING THE UTILITY EASEMENT FROM JOSEPH C. BURKE, JR., TRUSTEE IN SECTION 14-20-24.





CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the city of Leesburg, Florida, accepting a utility easement from Joseph C. Burke, Jr., Trustee, as grantor, to the City of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located in Section 14, Township 20 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date.  

Commissioner Henderson moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.

Mayor Christian requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Polk



Yes



Commissioner Henderson

Yes




Commissioner Knowles


Yes




Commissioner Puckett


Yes




Mayor Christian



Yes

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 08-71   ACCEPTING A QUIT CLAIM DEED GIVEN BY ROYAL HIGHLANDS PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC., PERTAINING TO LAND LOCATED IN SECTION 13-21-24 AND SECTION 18-21-25




CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, accepting a Quit Claim Deed given by Royal Highlands Property Owners Association, Inc., as grantor, to the City of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located in Section 13, Township 21 south, Range 24 east, and Section 18, Township 21 south, Range 25 east, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date.  

Commissioner Knowles moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.

Mayor Christian requested comments from the public.  There were no comments from the public.

The roll call vote was:


Commissioner Henderson


Yes



Commissioner Knowles


Yes



Commissioner Puckett


Yes



Commissioner Polk


 
Yes



Mayor Christian



Yes

Five nays, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 08-72 VACATING LOTS 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, WITHIN MAJESTIC OAK SHORES PLAT, ALONG OAK SHORES ROAD, SOUTH OF LAKE GRIFFIN IN SECTION 24-19-24 FOR D & E DEVELOPMENT, LLC (DR.SCHLEIN

CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, vacating lots 21, 22, 23, 24, 25 and 26, of Majestic Oak Shores Subdivision plat in Plat Book 37, pages 50 and 51, public records of Lake County, Florida, said property generally located along Oak Shores Road, south of Lake Griffin, lying in Section 24, Township 19 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida; and providing for an effective date. 

Commissioner Polk moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.

Commissioner Henderson requested an explanation of the comment from Public Works Department. “Will not have easement on lot lines any more.  Owner must bear cost of relocation.” 
Dan Robuck advised the developer took seven lots and redesigned the property into six lots.  The easements for utilities will be on the revised plat.

Mayor Christian requested comments from the public.  There were no other comments from the public.
The roll call vote was:



Commissioner Knowles


Yes



Commissioner Puckett


Yes



Commissioner Polk



Yes




Commissioner Henderson


Yes



Mayor Christian



Yes

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 08-73 AMENDING THE FISCAL YEAR 2007-08 BUDGET FOR THE GENERAL, STORMWATER, CAPITAL PROJECTS, ELECTRIC, GAS, WATER, WASTEWATER, AND BUILDING PERMITS FUNDS FOR THE THIRD QUARTER.












CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida amending the Fiscal Year 2007-08 budget for the general, stormwater, capital projects, electric, gas, water, wastewater, and building permit funds for the third quarter; and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Polk moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Puckett seconded the motion. 

Mayor Christian requested comments from the public.  There were no comments from the public.

The roll call vote was:



Commissioner Puckett


Yes



Commissioner Polk



Yes



Commissioner Henderson
 

Yes



Commissioner Knowles


Yes



Mayor Christian



Yes

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 08-74 AMENDING CHAPTER 22, ARTICLE V, DIVISION 7 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA PERTAINING TO TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES, REMOVING FROM SECTION 22-255 REFERENCE TO "DIAL-UP INTERNET SERVICE”



CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An ordinance amending Chapter 22, Article V, Division 7 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Leesburg, Florida pertaining to telecommunications services, removing from Section 22-255 reference to "dial-up internet service"; and providing an effective date.
Commissioner Knowles moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Henderson seconded the motion.

Mayor Christian requested comments from the public. There were no comments from the public. 

The roll call vote was:



Commissioner Polk



Yes



Commissioner Henderson


Yes



Commissioner Knowles


Yes



Commissioner Puckett


Yes



Mayor Christian



Yes

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.

ADOPTED RESOLUTION 8248 AUTHORIZING A CHANGE IN THE TELECOMMUNICATIONS RATE SCHEDULE, DELETING THE RATE FOR DIAL-UP INTERNET SERVICE, CONSOLIDATING ALL CITY COMMISSION APPROVED TELECOMMUNICATIONS RATE SCHEDULES






Commissioner Polk introduced the resolution to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the resolution by title only, as follows:

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing a change in the telecommunications rate schedule, deleting the rate for dial-up internet service, consolidating all City Commission approved telecommunications rate schedules; and providing an effective date.
Commissioner Henderson moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.

Communications Manager Kevin Cochrane advised the rates will remain the same and this resolution combines the rates into one document. 

Mayor Christian requested comments from the public. There were no comments from the public.  

The roll call vote was:



Commissioner Henderson


Yes



Commissioner Knowles


Yes



Commissioner Puckett


Yes



Commissioner Polk



Yes



Mayor Christian



Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.

FIRST READING OF AN ORDINANCE EXTENDING THE EXPIRATION DATE SET BY ORDINANCE NO. 00 - 29 FOR THE PARTICIPATION BY THE CITY OF LEESBURG IN THE MUNICIPAL SERVICE TAXING UNIT ESTABLISHED BY LAKE COUNTY TO FUND AMBULANCE AND EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES
Commissioner Puckett introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows: 

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, extending the expiration date set by Ordinance No. 00 - 29 and later extended to September 30, 2003, then extended again to September 30, 2006, and then extended again to September 30, 2009, for the participation by the City of Leesburg in the Municipal Service Taxing Unit established by Lake County to fund ambulance and emergency medical services; providing for earlier termination of participation in the municipal service taxing unit in the event of a change in the identity of the agency or entity providing these services or the occurrence of certain other events or conditions; and providing an effective date. 
Mayor Christian requested comments from the public.  There were no comments from the public.

FIRST READING OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING OF APPROXIMATELY 6.17 ACRES GENERALLY LOCATED NORTH OF MONTCLAIR ROAD AND WEST OF MCCORMACK STREET, IN SECTION 22-19-24 FROM CITY R-3 (HIGH DENSITY RESIDENTIAL) AND M-1 (INDUSTRIAL) TO CITY PUD (PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT), SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS CONTAINED IN EXHIBIT A. (VICTORIA GARDENS).









Commissioner Puckett introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows: 

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, rezoning approximately 6.17 acres generally located north of Montclair Avenue and west of McCormick Street, lying in Section 22, Township 19 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida, from City R-3 (high density residential) and M-1 (industrial) to City PUD (Planned Unit Development), subject to conditions contained in Exhibit A; and providing an effective date. (Victoria Gardens)

Commissioner Henderson asked if this item should go to the Community Redevelopment Agency prior to coming to the City Commission

Bill Wiley, Community Development Director, advised the City is not required to present to the CRA.  Staff sent the application to Housing and requested a neighborhood meeting for the CRA, so residents would be aware of the proposed change in zoning.  The residents who attended were in favor.

Mayor Christian requested comments from the public. 

The following residents of Oakridge Condominiums spoke in opposition to rezoning the adjacent property for the proposed three-story apartments complex:  Brenda Walker, Pat Crompton, William James speaking for himself and on behalf of Bob Arnold, Vice President of the Community Board of Directors and John Mascelli, Wanda Dickinson, Father Don Gross, Mark Esche, and Charles Moran.  
The residents stated an additional environmental impact study should be performed.  There is endangered wildlife on the property and adjacent to the property; advised of major problems with trespassers and vandalism since the Montclair Village apartments were built. One homeowner was assaulted; general feeling is the problem will get worse if these apartments are built.  The additional apartments will add a strain to the Police and Fire Departments; advised the Commission that Tom Johnson deceived the residents in Oak Ridge.  The residents sold the property (Oakridge Phase II) to Tom Johnson because he assured them their way of life would not change and the property would be used as a 55 Plus mobile home community.  Mr. Johnson now says children may be allowed; advised in Oakridge’s declaration of Condo and Florida housing, this area was designated as Phase II.  The residents sold in good faith to non-resident board member Tom Johnson with the understanding he would continue development of manufactured homes.  Sale was approved based on his promises; advised one member of association has documentation to show Tom Johnson’s intent of keeping Phase II manufactured homes; advised it is inequitable for Oakridge owners to spend their savings in retirement homes and have to face insecurity in remaining years. 
The residents advised their property will be adversely affected. A multi-story residential building will cause traffic to increase and the size will impede security and tranquility of the community. The Arm of Center Street that connects to US 27 is relatively narrow.  It is very hazardous to move in and out on the road. They believe there will be costs to the City to handle rising traffic in that area (Hwy 27 and Center Street).  An opening from proposed apartments onto Montclair appears to set up two blind corners; advised property values will decrease as the apartment building will directly abut Phase I and will impede the view;  residents maintain all infrastructure including roads and lift station; advised they oppose change to a PUD because loss of income is a result of losing Phase II.  Need influx of residents to make community grow and add to leadership.  Current residents are being taxed to the max.  Oak Ridge has retained ownership and has access to lift station within that parcel; advised of concern about access of emergency vehicles through Oak Ridge. It is a private park. Roads are not designed for heavy traffic and cannot handle weight of fire trucks.   There are 24 occupied units in park.  Oakridge cannot afford to repair roads. If Victoria Gardens is a well-designed community, emergency vehicle access should be a given.  There is access off Montclair on the plan going directly to the new units.  Do not see why the residents should be subject to vehicles going though Oakridge.  One person’s opinion is this scenario would be like having to provide access through your yard for a neighbor. 
The residents asked about School concurrency- There must be student stations in place before you have residential units.  Growth planners and Lake County School Board said the 96 unit apartment complex would produce 24 students. Do not need to have more students in a school system that is already as strapped as the City.  

The group requested the Commission give residents consideration.  If approved, the bottom line for most residents is no access through Oakridge and an eight-foot wall (not a fence) built prior to starting construction and would like assurance the wall will be first.  During construction, it will be a mess.  Some residents are disabled and some with breathing problems, so construction noise and dirt will be a problem.  
The residents asked the following questions - Why should they have to deal with disruptions? Who will pay for constant road repair?  Will proposed security gates be enough to keep people out of Oakridge?  Who has responsibility to maintain the security gate?  Will it be large enough to ensure their security and privacy?   What are their rights regarding the Lift Station on the Oakridge Phase II property?
Mayor Christian stated the Oakridge residents are asking many questions that the Commission cannot answer.  The City cannot control issues of a private sale.  

CM Evans pointed out that emergency access is not solely for the use of emergency vehicles to access the adjacent property, but also for emergency vehicles to access Oakridge should there be something blocking the Oakridge entrance.  This is also a secondary way for Oakridge residents to get out of the subdivision in the event of a disaster and a crash gate could be used.
Commissioner Puckett left the meeting at 6:42 p.m.

Community Development Director (CDD) Bill Wiley said Oakridge only has one entrance to their development.  This access will provide them with an additional access. At that time, staff thought it was a benefit to both sides.  There is a 25 foot natural buffer required on the east side (trees, etc) and on the west side; there will be an eight foot wall.  It is possible to have access that would not include Oakridge.    CDD Wiley stated the R3 density is at 18 per acre and this PUD is 15.66 per acre.   Nothing can be done to prevent current owner from developing under current zoning conditions.  The current zoning does not require any buffers and will only require site plan review and permitting.  There will be no zoning hearings.

Greg Beliveau, of LPG Urban Planners representing the applicant, stated if the Commission prefers that access to both not be provided, they can sever tie to access on northeast.  They can place an access to the west of the subdivision. This property is already zoned at the rear for multi-family and could be built now.  Regarding position of lift station, the intent is to work with owners to improve and then turn over to the City of Leesburg.  If that is not doable, they can work around it and develop their own sewer connection with the City.  The lift station would then stay within their ownership. He said the osprey nest is offsite to the west of the property.  An environmental analysis will be done and submitted with site plan approval.  There is nothing of any intensity planned in area by nest. A traffic analysis has been done.  This project will not degrade level of service.  There are intersections that will need to be improved, which will be identified at the site plan level.

Mr. Beliveau said the City is requiring an 8 foot wall along entire length of property.   The owners would like this requirement reduced to six foot vinyl fence and would like to compromise on the buffer for areas not abutting the Oakridge subdivision.  They are still looking at keeping vegetation buffer and keeping trees on the boundary.  The concern with an 8-foot wall is they will have to dig a foundation for the wall and may harm some of the trees.    A vinyl fence would not cause that problem.  

CM Evans stated vinyl fences are subject to vandalism in many ways.  Is there an option with an aluminum fence and a vegetative buffer?    CDD Wiley advised the requirement is an 8-foot wall is on west side of a 25 foot natural buffer.  The Lake Harris Cove development, just east of Lowe’s, is steel with panels and stucco and is very nice.  This would be OK with a 2- foot berm with a 6- foot wall on other side.
Mr. Beliveau said the property to the south is currently zoned industrial and 80% coverage is allowed. The north area is already zoned for what they want to do.  They want to be good neighbors and install proper buffers.  Mr. Beliveau stated the zoning now allows a density of 18 per acre.  With the proposed plan of 96 units, the density will be 15 per acre.

Mayor Christian stated McCobe Apartment complex has only one entrance.  If the City makes this development have two entrances, all complexes should require two entrances.
Commissioner Henderson said she is bothered that Oakridge sold Phase II to Mr. Johnson under these terms.

Mayor Christian said the Crossings development is a good example of the developer building the property then selling it and the City ends up with an absentee owner and problems.  He would like to see a security guard on site.  

FIRST READING OF AN ORDINANCE REZONING APPROXIMATELY 1.5 ACRES ON THE NORTH SIDE OF MAIN STREET, EAST OF CLOUD STREET AND WEST OF EAST STREET, IN SECTION 22 19-24, FROM CITY M-1 (INDUSTRIAL) TO SPUD (SMALL PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT) FOR BRYAN SHEPHERD (METRO STEELE).












Commissioner Knowles introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows: 

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, rezoning approximately 1.5 acres generally located on the north side of Main Street, east of Cloud Street and west of East Street, lying in Section 22, Township 19 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida, from City M-1 (industrial) to SPUD (Small Planned Unit Development), subject to conditions contained in Exhibit A; and providing an effective date. (Metro Steele)

Mayor Christian requested comments from the public.  There were no comments from the public.

INFORMATIONAL REPORTS:  None

CITY ATTORNEY ITEMS:  none

CITY MANAGER ITEMS:

ADOPTED RESOLUTION 8249 IN SUPPORT OF LAKE COUNTY AND GROVELAND IN THE LAWSUIT TO STOP ST. JOHN’S RIVER WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT FROM ISSUING A PERMIT TO NIAGRIA BOTTLING COMPANY TO DRAW WATER FROM THE AQUIFER







 

CM Evans presented a draft model resolution that simply supports Groveland and County’s fight against Niagara, which has been crafted to fit the City.  He asked if the Commission wants to go on record as opposing the permit.  This support resolution does not include a financial commitment.
Mayor Christian stated the Commission decided at the last meeting to not provide financial support to this lawsuit. He said if this project were on the outskirt of Leesburg, the Commission would want support from other entities, so Leesburg may want to reconsider supporting Lake County and Groveland in principle, but without financial assistance.  Leesburg needs to support principal. Leesburg should offer moral support and send message to the County that Leesburg is concerned about water use.

Commissioner Knowles said 80% of Niagara use is for human consumption.  The other 20% will be reuse at neighboring community. This is the highest and best use of this resource.  Human consumption should be the highest priority.

Commissioner Henderson said she read a good article in the Sentinel by Mike Thomas.  Scott Lee, Boyle Engineering, made a point that when you bottle water, you are not producing a new product.  She stated she would be in favor of supporting the other communities.

Commissioner Polk said whether Leesburg supports or not, the issue is with St. Johns.  The lowest point of water is in that area.  Ray Sharp pointed out that subdivisions are using more for irrigation.  This action will only delay the process, but cannot stop it.  He did not think Leesburg should get involved in any part of it.  

CM Evans read the resolution in its entirety, as follows:

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, SUPPORTING LAKE COUNTY’S AND THE CITY OF GROVELAND’S CONCERNS RELATED TO WATER CONSUMPTION BY NIAGARA BOTTLING, LLC AND CONFIRMING ITS COMMITMENT TO REDUCE GROWTH IN WATER CONSUMPTION; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, Lake County and all fourteen municipalities formed the Lake County Water Alliance in 2006 for the purpose of developing a Water Supply Plan for our future; and,

WHEREAS, following development of a Water Supply Plan for Lake County, Lake County and its municipalities reaffirmed their commitment to cooperation in all issues related to water by rechartering the Water Alliance in 2008; and,

WHEREAS, the Lake County Water Alliance established conservation of water as one of its highest priorities; and,

WHEREAS, the citizens of Lake County and its municipalities have been advised by the St. Johns River Water Management District that they must identify alternative water sources and make provisions to obtain that water no later than 2013; and,

WHEREAS, on or about July 17, 2008, the St. Johns River Water Management District staff issued a Notice of Intent to Issue a Consumptive Use Permit to Niagara Bottling, LLC, application number 114010, to allow the withdrawal of 0.484 million gallons per day, annual average; and

WHEREAS, permitting of Niagara Bottling LLC to withdraw water for bottling and exporting of this vital resource outside the Central Florida region is counter to the best interests of Lake County and its residents.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Commission, of the City of Leesburg, Florida that:

1. The City of Leesburg supports the concerns being raised by Lake County and the City of Groveland’s related to the issuance of the permit by the St. Johns River Water Management District to Niagara Bottling, LLC.

2. The City of Leesburg further confirms its commitment to reduce growth in water consumption in an effort to ensure our natural resources are available for future generations.

PASSED AND RESOLVED this 11th day of August, 2008, by the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida.
Commissioner Henderson moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.
Mark Esche spoke in opposition to Niagara Bottling being able to take water from the aquifer and selling it for profit.
Rick Ranize, R&R Enterprises, stated 53 golf courses in Lake County pump one million gallons of water per day each.  If you want to cut consumption, cut down on watering. He said he would rather consume the water than use it for irrigation.  He asked if the City can produce reclaimed water for golf courses.  Bringing industry into the County is of utmost importance and 200 jobs are at stake.  He does not believe Leesburg should be involved in this fight.  

Deputy Director of Environmental Services Darel Craine advised Arlington Ridge uses 400,000 gallons per day on golf courses.  He is working with them to get below 300,000 per day.

The Roll call vote was:

Commissioner Knowles

No

Commissioner Polk


Yes

Commissioner Henderson

Yes

Mayor Christian


Yes

Four yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution

Canceled Budget Workshop to be held Thursday, August 14, 2008




City Manager Evans requested the Commission to consider moving the Thursday, August 14, 2008, budget workshop to 3:00 p.m.  Mayor Christian advised he will be out of town and suggested canceling the meeting.  The consensus of the Commission was to cancel the Thursday budget workshop.

ROLL CALL:

Commissioner Knowles – Tavares is lowing impact fees.  Ocala and Daytona are lowering their impact fees to try to lure business.  Leesburg may want to consider lowering impact fees.  Mayor Christian suggested using incentives instead of lowering impact fees.  CM Evans stated the economic development incentives could be discussed during budget. The City will have to take a targeted approach to do that.  Infrastructure would be a big consideration.  Staff is working with financial advisor and Environmental Services to develop alternative to impact fee.  Deputy City Manager Ed Smyth informed the Commission of a countywide taskforce looking at ways to lower impact fees in downtown areas.

Commissioner Polk – asked Commissioner Knowles if he has seen the latest Allstate ad.

Commissioner Henderson – requested agenda for budget meeting. CM Evans advised the budget workshop agenda will follow the order of the budget book.

Commissioner Henderson – advised Amy Griffin is locating new art for the Commission Room.    The Babe Ruth baseball team did very well and requested the team to be invited to a future meeting to receive certificates.  Recreation Director Bruce Ericson advised they finished 2nd in the region.  

Mayor Christian - Noted Boy Scout Tyler Daly is in the audience.  He is working on his citizenship badge.

Commissioner Knowles moved to adjourn and Commissioner Henderson seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 8:08 p.m.








_________________________________ 








Mayor

ATTEST:

__________________________________________ 

Betty M. Richardson, City Clerk

