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MINUTES OF THE CITY COMMISSION MEETING
SEPTEMBER 22, 2008
The City of Leesburg Commission held a regular meeting Monday, September 22, 2008, in the Commission Chambers at City Hall.    Mayor Christian called the meeting to order at 5:35 p.m. with the following members present:

Commissioner Sanna Henderson
Commissioner David Knowles 
Commissioner Lewis Puckett

Commissioner Bill Polk

Mayor John Christian 
Also present were City Manager (CM) Jay Evans, City Clerk (CC) Betty Richardson, City Attorney (CA) Fred Morrison, the news media, and others.

The invocation and Pledge of Allegiance were given at the GLCRA meeting held at 5:00 p.m. September 22 2008.
Mayor Christian proclaimed Saturday, September 27, 2008 as Arthur "Buddy" Bourlay Day by reading the proclamation in its entirety.
Mike Perry – executive director of Lake Co water Auth- accepting on behalf of their board.  Park has seen benefit of in kind svc from City .  Have also received grants from LRMC and Ford Press for projects. $10K in volunteer svc from comm. Groups.  Buddy Bourlay day will be on Sept 27 – his birthday would have been on Sept 26.  A lot of people have worked hard on the facilities.  Unique example of two govt working together for benefit of community.  
PRESENTATIONS:  

Recognition of years of service:  Stan Carter, IT Director, for twenty years in the Information Technology Department; Brian Cash, Senior Detective, for fifteen years in the Police Department; and David Robison, Senior Detective, for ten years in the Police Department

Chief Chrisman presented to Brian Cash.   Brian was in naval intelligence prior to City.  Here 15 yrs.  Started as patrol officer.  Worked as field training officer.  Worked at high school as resource officer.  Moved to CID.  Has many hats in that division.  Takes data and determines crime statistics .  Instrumental in ossi software.  Recently new responsibility of accepting Duckett investigation.  Good husband, dedicated dad.  Very fortunate to have him.
Chief Chrisman presented David Robison.  Chief Idell was instrumental in hiring Robison.  Was in Army for 6 years in army infantry.  Served Bosnia and Croatia.  Has been field training officer.  Currently in CID.  Runs in Leesburg for conditioning and also patrols.  Key part of SWAT team.  One of his passions is kids.  Had vacancy in children crimes unit which is a very tough caseload.  He volunteered to give kids  a strong voice.  
CONSENT AGENDA:

Pulled for discussion:  SH 4c2, DK – conflict on 4C11, BP – 4c6, 4c11, 4c13
Commissioner Henderson moved to adopt the Consent Agenda with the exception of  items 4C2, 4C6, 4C11 and 4C13and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.

The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Henderson
Yea



Commissioner Knowles
Yea



Commissioner Puckett
Yea



Commissioner Polk

Yea



Mayor Christian 

Yea
Five yeas, no nay the Commission approved the consent agenda.
CITY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES:

Regular meeting held September 8, 2008

PURCHASING ITEMS:

Purchase requisitions 40083 & 40084 to QEI, Inc. and Alligator Communications, Inc. for the purchase of radio controllable capacitor controllers and radio equipment for 15 capacitor banks for $_______________________
RESOLUTIONS:

Resolution 

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida applying for and accepting grant funding, if approved from WorkForce Central Florida Inc. for fifty percent of the tuition expense for five electrical workers enrolled in the Apprentice Lineman Program at Lake Sumter Community College and sixty-three firefighters for the Mid-Rise Apartment Fire program at Lake Technical; and providing an effective date.       

Resolution 

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida to execute agreement #AP822 with the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT)for participation in the State Highway Lighting, Maintenance, and Compensation Program; and providing an effective date.

Resolution 

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute a first amendment to an original agreement with Lewis Tree Service for tree trimming and removal as needed; and providing an effective date.

Resolution 

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an agreement with Waukesha Electric, Inc. for transformer dehydration processing at 3 electric substations; and providing an effective date.

Resolution 

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute Amendment No. two to the current gas transportation agreement with Cutrale Citrus Juices, USA, Inc. to provide natural gas transportation services; and provide an effective date.

Resolution 

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, authorizing payment of $225,000 to the 175 Fire Pension Plan; and providing an effective date.

Resolution  

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute the Sixth Amendment of the Depository Trust Agreement necessary to conform the city's depository account, maintained for the benefit of Florida  Gas Utility, to the latest requirements for the amount of the deposit to be held in escrow; and providing an effective date.

Resolution 

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, resetting tentatively the public hearing date of March 23, 2009 to February 23, 2009, for adoption of the Secret Promise DRI Development Order; and providing an effective date.

Resolution 

A resolution of the City of Leesburg authorizing the implementation of the long term and short term objectives of the City of Leesburg Community Development Plan; and providing an effective date.

OTHER ITEMS: None

Pulled Items

Radius adv 4C2
Resolution 

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an agreement with RADIUS Advertising for lease space at the Business Incubator; and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Henderson  intro
BP/LP

Sanna -  find out more about them.

Ken Thomas – radius is a new company.  Don Caputo is owner.  He has done magazine prints in California.  Moved here and started new business.  Basic operation is to create new magazine on Lsbg and surrounding communities.  

Sanna – a lot of competition

Ken – small scale

Bill – where do printing

Ken – encouraging him to use local printer

Bill – how long in incubator

Ken – contract is for 3 yrs

Saanna – how many now

Ken – had 4.  One graduated and has moved downtown to Jery galbreath;s building.  Another moved out and is working from home.  If County budget passes, will have manager funding

The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Knowles
Yea




Commissioner Puckett
Yea




Commissioner Polk

Yea




Commissioner Henderson
Yea




Mayor Christian 

Yea

Five yeas, no nay the Commission adopted the resolution.

Req proposal standard insurance company – group life

4c6

Resolution 

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida awarding a Request for Proposal Solicitation to Standard Insurance Company and authorizing the City Manager to execute all necessary documents to finalize the implementation of the new group life and accidental death and dismemberment (AD&D) insurance plan for employees, spouses and retirees; and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Puckett introduced
Lp/dk

Bill – didn’t understand.  Separate life insurance for employees
Jay – no life with health insurance policy

Bill – two different companies providing that coverage.

John – cost for life is minimal

Dk – common to do it that way.  This is a term policy

The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Puckett
Yea




Commissioner Polk

Yea




Commissioner Henderson
Yea




Commissioner Knowles
Yea




Mayor Christian 

Yea

Five yeas, no nay the Commission adopted the resolution.

Deferall of impact fee

4c11

Resolution 

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, authorizing the deferral of Water and Wastewater impact fees for a restaurant project by Legacy Commercial; and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Puckett introduced

Lp/sh

DK – abstaining.  He will pay the fees, but will be happy if can defer for 5 years
Bill – does not believe we should finance impact fees

Jay – provision in the code allows for this.  

Ken – there is criteria.  Allowed for affordable housing 910 yrs) and commercial (5 yrs).  Intent was to be a job creator.  Will get fess, just downt he road.

Bill – interest rate

Ken – prime rate

Lewis – what happens if business goes bust

Fred – if that happens, reat of impact fees does not get paid.  Next occupant of building would only get credit for what ws actually paid.

Bill – should it state at prime

Fred – is in ordinance.  If this is approved, there will be other documents that must be signed.

John – possible for other areas to help crate businesses in other areas.

Jay – yes.  Many of surrounding municipalities looking to waive impact fees.  Should try to do more of this if we can.  There is a limit and have to be careful to not defer too much.

Bill – where do we draw the line.

John – if infrastructure is already there, not as much as where infrastructure has to be built.  Not at a point to waive, but deferring.
Jay – if close to maxing out infrastructure, could be concerned.
Bill – note how long

Ken – 5 yrs from time document is signed

Sanna – where

David – 1 mile south of 48 near Legacy

The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Polk

Yea




Commissioner Henderson
Yea




Commissioner Knowles
Abstained




Commissioner Puckett
Yea




Mayor Christian 

Yea

Four yeas, no nay the Commission adopted the resolution.

Limit participation in heath ins plan  after retirement
4c13

Resolution 

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, limiting participation in the health insurance plan after retirement, amending resolutions 4152, 4846, 7537 and 8213; and providing and effective date.

Commissioner Polk introduced 
DK/BP

Bill – explain, are all employees aware of this change
Jay – staff attempting to close door on big problem.  Accrued unfunded actuarial liability for retiree health benefit.  Does not apply to new employees only.  Anyone after Oct 1, 2008 not eligible for city paid retiree health insurance

Will have to come back to discuss unfunded liability.  For the time being need to make sure problem is not getting worse

The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Henderson
Yea




Commissioner Knowles
Yea




Commissioner Puckett
Yea




Commissioner Polk

Yea




Mayor Christian 

Yea

Five yeas, no nay the Commission adopted the resolution

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSED MILLAGE AND PROPOSED BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2008-09










Budget Manager (BM) Brandy McDaniel announced the name of the taxing authority, the rolled back rate, and the millage rate to be levied

Discuss the proposed aggregate millage rate.

Brandy – on July 28 Cc approved current proposed aggregate mill rate.  Current yr ………
Not considered a tax increase under TRIM guidelines
Request comments from the public regarding the millage rate and the budget

No comments
ADOPTED RESOLUTION          FINALLY ADOPTING THE MILLAGE RATE OF 4.3179 PER $1,000 TAXABLE VALUE FOR FISCAL YEAR 2008-09




Commissioner Puckett introduced the resolution to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the resolution, as follows:

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida finally adopting 4.3179 mills as the fiscal year 2008-09 millage rate for the City of Leesburg, Florida, representing the current year proposed aggregate millage rate of 4.3179 mills which is 8.91% less than the current year rolled back rate of 4.7402; and providing an effective date.
Commissioner Henderson moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.  

Discussion:’
Bill – note that we are going up on taxes a little bit even though it follows the TRIm guidelines.
The roll call vote was:

Commissioner Knowles
Yea
Commissioner Puckett
Yea
Commissioner Polk

Nay
Commissioner Henderson
Yea
Mayor Christian 

Yea
___4_____ yeas, ____1____ nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.

Second reading of an ordinance adopting the Fiscal Year 2008-09 budget

ADOPTED ORDINANCE ________ ADOPTING THE FISCAL YEAR 2008-09 BUDGET
CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only

An ordinance of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida  adopting the fiscal year 2008-09 budget for the City of Leesburg, Florida; and providing an effective date.
Commissioner Knowles moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Henderson seconded the motion.

Discussion:   

Mayor Christian requested comments from the public.  
The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Puckett
Nay


Commissioner Polk
Nay



Commissioner Henderson
Yea



Commissioner Knowles
Yea



Mayor Christian

Yea
__3__ yeas, __2__ nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance

Announced the adopted millage rate

Brandy – 4.3179 mills per one thousand
FAIR HOUSING WORKSHOP PUBLIC HEARING
Second Public Hearing for Community Development Block Grant projects

Ken Thomas introduced Melissa Fox from Fred Fox Enterprises.
Melissa Fox thanked everyone for attending.  City of Lsbg pass fair housing ordinance on Dec 2, 1990.  Fair Housing ordinance includes provision for citizen complaints.  Reviewed process for filing a complaint.  Packet included ordinance and a hand out titled “Fair Housing – It’s the Law”  

No questions, hearing concluded

Ken  proposed to make improvement to Kristen Court and new fire hydrants to area around Krist Ct and on 468.  Also new sewer and water lines, drainage improvements and sidewalks.  
DK/BP move to approve projects listed in the plan.  

Ken needs motion to include that $250K commitment will come from the Kristen Curt budget.  Initially indicated would use ship money from County.  That agreement will be after this application is due.  So need to utilize the Kristen Court match which is $340K.

DK – amend motion BP second

The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Henderson
Yea



Commissioner Knowles
Yea




Commissioner Puckett
Yea




Commissioner Polk

Yea




Mayor Christian

Yea

__5__ yeas, __0__ nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance

ADOPTED RESOLUTION          AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF AN APPLICATION FOR THE SMALL CITIES COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT
Commissioner Puckett  introduced the resolution to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the resolution, as follows:

A resolution authorizing the submission of an application for the Small Cities Community Development Block Grant to the Florida Department of Community Affairs for Federal Fiscal Year 2008; and providing an effective date.
Commissioner Henderson moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.

Discussion:
The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Polk

Yea


Commissioner Henderson
Yea



Commissioner Knowles
Yea



Commissioner Puckett
Yea



Mayor Christian

Yea
___5_ yeas, __0__ nays, the Commission adopted the resolution

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 08-    AMENDING SECTION 21-51 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES PERTAINING TO PARKING VIOLATION FINES





CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only:

 
An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida amending Section 21-51 of the Code of Ordinances pertaining to parking violation fines, repealing any conflicting ordinances; and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Knowles moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Henderson seconded the motion.

Discussion:   

Mayor Christian requested comments from the public.  
The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Henderson
Yea


Commissioner Knowles
Yea



Commissioner Puckett
Yea



Commissioner Polk

Nay



Mayor Christian

Yea
__4__ yeas, __1__ nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 08-     ANNEXING APPROXIMATELY 0.88 ACRES WEST OF COUNTY ROAD 48, SOUTH OF THE FLORIDA TURNPIKE, AND NORTH OF AUSTIN MERRITT ROAD IN SECTION 32-20-24; PLACING THE PROPERTY IN CITY COMMISSION DISTRICT 3 (FIRST BERKSHIRE BUSINESS TRUST, SECRET PROMISE)












CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only:
An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, annexing certain real property consisting of approximately .88 acres and being generally located on the west side of County Road 48, south of the Florida Turnpike and north of Austin Merrit Road, lying in Section 32, Township 20 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida, which is contiguous to the city limits of the City of Leesburg, Florida, providing that said property so annexed shall be liable for its proportionate share of the existing and future indebtedness of said city; providing that such annexed property shall be subject to all laws and ordinances of said city as if all such territory had been a part of the City of Leesburg at the time of passage and approval of said laws and ordinances; providing that such annexed territory shall be placed in City Commission District 3; and providing an effective date (First Berkshire Business Trust-Secret Promise). 

Commissioner Knowles moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Puckett seconded the motion.

Discussion:   

Mayor Christian requested comments from the public.  
The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Knowles
Yea


Commissioner Puckett
Yea



Commissioner Polk

Yea



Commissioner Henderson
Yea




Mayor Christian

Yea
__5__ yeas, __0__ nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 08-    CORRECTING A SCRIVENER’S ERROR IN THE ADOPTION OF EXHIBIT A OF ORDINANCE 07-109 FOR PUD REZONING OF WOODRELL PROPERTY










CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only:
An ordinance amending Exhibit A of Ordinance No. 07-109, which established planned development conditions for the rezoning of the Woodrell property, in order to correct a scrivener’s error in the omission of revisions discussed and agreed upon at the time of adoption; and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Puckett moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.

Discussion:   

Mayor Christian requested comments from the public.  
The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Puckett
Yea


Commissioner Polk
Yea



Commissioner Henderson
Yea



Commissioner Knowles
Yea



Mayor Christian

Yea
__5__ yeas, _0___ nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 08-  AMENDING SECTION 22-151 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES PERTAINING TO WELLS BY ADDING A PROVISION TO ALLOW CEMETERY OPERATIONS EXCEEDING 35 ACRES TO INSTALL WELLS FOR IRRIGATION











CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only:
An ordinance amending §22 – 151 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Leesburg, Florida, pertaining to wells, adding a provision allowing cemetery operations equaling or exceeding 35 acres in size to install wells for the sole purpose of providing for irrigation for the cemetery parcels only; repealing conflicting ordinances; providing a severance clause; and providing an effective date.

Commissioner Polk moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.

Discussion:   

Mayor Christian requested comments from the public.  
The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Polk

Yea


Commissioner Henderson
Yea



Commissioner Knowles
Yea



Commissioner Puckett
Yea



Mayor Christian

Yea
_5___ yeas, ____ nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance

INFORMATIONAL REPORTS:

Monthly Financial Report for August 2008

Finance Director (FD) Jerry Boop 

No discussion
CITY ATTORNEY ITEMS:

no
CITY MANAGER ITEMS:

Jay – report on reorganization.  Need to make process for new business smooth to improve communication between fire and building inspections.  Have been two separate entities.  Recently had situation where there was a problem.  To remedy communication issues – fire inspectors will be assigned to the building division so can work side by side with building officials.  Do not want applicants to have to try and navigate between the two divisions.  This should make a more seamless process.  He met with Fire Union  and they wanted them to stay in fire dept.  He wants to keep them there and they will report to Fire Chief, but will be working with the Building Division.  
Read letter from Mr. Bill Herlong advising that he had a problem with both gas line and electric. Line.  Prompt response. Impressed with  knowledge and politeness of workers.  Monday had electric problem. With 3 phase.  Great response.  Wanted to know they appreciate excellent service.  Dealt with 8 employees and all were great.

ROLL CALL:

Commissioner  Polk – received e-mail from jack Rogers who was able to put Lowe’s on to handling gas dryers.  Glad to see he go that done.
E-mail from jay about shopping on line.  Asked Jay to explain.

 Jay – Recreation staff found a site that if you use their system for online shopping, they will pay a percentage back to Lsbg parks dept.  Similar to U Promise
Hope that after approving the budget,  everyone watches it very carefully
Commissioner  Puckett – budget is not etched in stone.  It will have to be massaged all year long.  
Commissioner  Knowles – Tank comm. For approving deferred impact fees.  All services are in place.  Original intent was for office bldg, and now is a restaurant which have higher fees.  Makes it easier for them to put in nice restaurant.  Fees will be paid in full – about $47K.  
Commissioner  Henderson – reading Relay magazine article on best safety practices.  Mentions City of Leesburg holds 45 min safety meting and traiinng at SLCC, one of FMEA winners.  Telecom what has worked – mentions city of Lsbg positive exp with high speed inernst to customers.  Nice to see Lsbg prominently displayed in magazine
Mayor Christian   - welcome Ray Sharp back.  
Letter from Jane Mallory regarding customer service collection, meter reading.   Took exception.  She alludes that they left because of pay.  Several did not leave because of pay.  Does not want to get involved in this issue.  Does not want commission to be under impression hat we have to raise pay to keep good employees.    Take offense to getting this type of letter.  Wants to move forward with City business.
Jay – bringing back after Oct 1.  

John – voted on.

Bill – voted, but then decided would bring it back for more explanation.

Commissioner Knowles moved to adjourn and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.   The meeting adjourned at   _____6:31____ p.m.







___________________________________ 








Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________________ 

City Clerk

